Cash  gift  best  way  to  join 
immediate  relief  effort 

In  addition  to  sending  financial 
gifts,  many  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  want  to  know  when  and 
how  they  can  help  as  volunteers  in 
the  Southeast  Asia  disaster. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  working  closely  with  its  part¬ 
ners,  Churches  Auxiliary  for  Social 
Action  in  India,  Action  by  Churches 
Together  in  Indonesia,  and  the  Sri 
Lanka  Council  of  Churches  to  provide 
survivors  with  supplies,  fresh  water, 
medicines,  temporary  shelters  and 
other  necessities. 

Right  now,  thousands  of  volunteers 
within  the  affected  areas  are  assisting 
the  Methodist  churches  there  to  be 

See  Tsunami  giving,  page  6 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
at  5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
at  3  p.m.on  June  8. 


Special  Conference 
Youth  Insert  /3 

Jonesboro  church  fire  /8 

On  the  Journey  /2 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Waves  of  Devastation 


UMCOR  bringing  relief 
with  other  agencies 

(UMNS) — Watching  images  from  the  catastrophe  in 
Asia  and  Africa  might  compel  some  people  to  travel  to  the 
devastated  areas  and  help  out  with  the  recovery. 

However,  the  primary  need  is  for  financial  support,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Refief  says. 

The  relief  agency  has  long-term  relationships  with 
other  organizations  that  are  responding  to  the  tsunami 
disaster  on  the  ground.  The  agencies  are  working  closely 
with  UMCOR  to  provide  what  is  needed  to  the  people 
locally. 

“UMCOR  has  worked  over  a  long  period  of  time  to 
develop  the  capacity  of  the  church  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  to  respond  to  the  disaster,”  said  Rev.  Kristin  Sachen, 
head  of  UMCOR’s  disaster  response.  “We  see  that  as  our 
job  -  not  just  hand  out  food  baskets,  but  helping  people 
have  the  capacity  to  do  it  themselves.” 

See  Tsunami  relief,  page  6 

An  Indian  woman  in  Cuddalore,  100  miles  south  of  the  Indian 
city  of  Madras,  mourns  the  death  of  a  relative  killed  when  a 
tidal  wave  hit  the  area  in  December,  top.  A  Finnish  tourist, 
left,  calls  for  medical  attention  while  waiting  to  be  airlifted 
out  of  the  Thai  resort  island  of  Phuket.  The  death  toll  from 
the  disaster  passed  150,000  with  concern  that  unsafe  drink¬ 
ing  water  and  other  conditions  for  survivors  could  cause  the 
number  to  rise  significantly.  Reuters  photos 
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Maxie  Dunham  to  headline  Ashram  Jan.  20 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 

An  Act  of  God? 


Tsunami.  Tornado.  Fire.  All  are 
disasters  reported  in  this  edition  of 
LouisianaNow!.  As  I  look  at  the  news¬ 
paper,  watch  the  television,  listen  to 
the  radio  I  am  overwhelmed  by  the 
Tsunami  that  struck  so  much  of  Asia 
and  even  spread  to  the  shores  of 
Africa.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  imagine 
the  force  of  those  waves  and  the 
resulting  destruction  that  is  left  in  their 
wake.  It  is  too  large  for  my  finite 
thinking  to  grasp  the  number  of 
deaths  that  occurred  in  just  a  matter  of 
minutes.  Several  writers  are  pursuing 
the  question  of  whether  this  devastat¬ 
ing  event  will  cause  people  to  lose 
their  faith  in  God.  “If  God  is  a  loving 
God,  how  can  this  kind  of  destruction 
and  death  happen?  Couldn’t  God  have 
stopped  the  earthquake  and  the  result¬ 
ing  wave,  or  did  God  set  it  all  in 
motion?” 

As  I  have  stood  in  the  sanctuary  at 
Olla  and  alongside  the  sanctuary  in 
Jonesboro,  it  is  also  difficult  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  destructive  force  of  wind 
and  of  fire.  These  two  beautiful  United 
Methodist  Churches  have  been  dam¬ 
aged  beyond  repair  in  many  ways  and 
will  take  new  structures  and  new  fur¬ 
nishings  to  make  them  usable  again. 
The  wind  came  in  the  night  and  also 
was  unannounced.  The  fire  came  in 
the  night  and  was  the  result  (so  the 
speculation  goes)  of  a  squirrel  chewing 
through  wiring  and  setting  a  spark  that 
ignited  the  flame.  However,  even  in 
the  midst  of  these  tragedies,  Rev. 

Curtis  Carroll  and  Rev.  Stuart  Sherman 
and  the  members  of  the  congregations 
are  proclaiming  the  goodness  of  God. 
No  one  was  in  either  building  and 
there  were  no  deaths  of  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Insurance,  the  stewardship  of 
those  who  support  the  church,  and 
sheer  determination  and  faithful  love 
will  make  it  possible  for  all  to  be 
rebuilt 

I’ve  always  been  intrigued  by  the 
phrase  “act  of  God”  that  is  applied  to 
any  natural  disaster  that  has  no  other 
explanation.  As  if  only  God  is  uncar¬ 
ing  enough,  insensitive  enough,  vin¬ 
dictive  enough,  and  the  only  being 
powerful  enough  to  make  such  a  thing 
happen!  I  take  no  comfort,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  find  no  truth,  in  the  teaching 
that  God  has  caused  such  a  thing  for 
some  “cleansing  or  retributive  act.”  I 
cannot  comprehend  the  misguided 
faith  that  leads  a  person  to  say,  “God 
brought  this  about  in  order  to  punish 
the  people  of  Asia.”  Or  the  hate-filled 
spirit  and  vindictive  thinking  that 
would  explain  the  tornado  or  fire  in  a 
church  as  an  act  of  God  that  is  meant 
to  punish  a  congregation  for  perceived 
wrongs  they  have  done  or  acts  of 
unfaithfulness  that  have  been  attrib¬ 


uted  to  them.  This 
certainly  is  not  the 
God  I  know  nor  the 
God  I  serve. 

God  is  the  One 
who  brings  good 
things  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  God  is  the  One 
who  has  sent  Jesus 
Christ  that  we 
might  ALL  be  saved 
and  that  we  might 
know  Him  through  Jesus.  And  while 
God  holds  us  accountable  for  our 
actions  and  is  just  in  the  judgment  of 
our  lives,  God  also  is  faithful  and  just 
to  forgive  us  of  our  sins.  I  can  still  hear 
the  echoing  words  of  scripture  from 
the  service  of  Holy  Communion  with 
which  I  grew  up: 

“God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave  his  only  Son,  that  whoever 
believes  in  him  should  not  perish  but 
have  eternal  life.”  (John  3:16) 

“The  saying  is  sure  and  worthy  of 
full  acceptance,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners.”  (I 
Timothy  1:15) 

“If  any  one  sins,  we  have  an  advo¬ 
cate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous;  and  he  is  the  expiation  for 
our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only  but  also 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.”  (I 
John  2: 1-2) 

And  so,  people  of  God,  hear  the 
good  news:  “Christ  died  for  our  sins 
while  we  were  yet  sinners;  that  proves 
God’s  love  toward  us.” 

Yes,  while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
Christ  died  for  us  that  we  might  have 
life  and  have  it  abundantly.  That 
doesn’t  include  tsunamis,  tornadoes, 
or  fires  as  "Acts  of  God.”  Maybe  we 
don’t  have  any  other  way  to  describe 
the  magnitude  of  the  disaster.  But 
there  are  surely  better  ways  to  think  of 
them  than  as  being  God  related! 

God  shows  up  in  the  loving  and 
helping  hands  of  the  relief  workers,  in 
the  tears  of  those  who  are  left  behind, 
in  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  and  in  the 
outpouring  of  physical  and  financial 
resources  that  make  reclamation  of  life 
possible.  God  comes  in  the  breaking 
of  a  new  day  and  in  the  hopes  and 
dreams  that  are  replenished  through 
those  who  encourage  and  share  the 
love  of  God.  God  is  there  alright.  Not 
in  destruction,  but  in  reclamation,  just 
like  God  is  present  in  the  reclamation 
of  our  personal  lives  and  in  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  our  souls.  Oh,  God  didn’t 
destroy.  God  will  build  and  renew. 
Praise  be  to  God  for  God’s  goodness 
and  grace. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fen 


Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam,  one  of  the  most 
influential  leaders  in  Methodism,  will  be 
the  evangelist  for  the  30th  annual  North 
Louisiana  Christian  Ashram  to  be  held  in 
Ruston  on  Jan.  20  -  22.  The  event  is  host¬ 
ed  by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dunnam’s  lifetime  of  service  to  the 
church  as  pastor,  author,  spiritual  men¬ 
tor  and  statesman  has  left  layers  and  lay¬ 
ers  of  transformed  persons. 


Recently  retired  from  the  presidency 
of  Asbury  Seminary,  he  is  currently  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
the  director  of  the  North  Louisiana 
Christian  Ashram,  Rev.  Andy  Hurst,  at 
Trinity  UMC  at  (318)  251-0750  or 
andyh@trinityruston.org. 


MARTIN  LUTHER  KING  ,JR.  CELEBRATION 

featuring  Rev.  W.C.  Martin,  Executive  Director  of  Saving  A  Generation,  Inc. 
Rev.  Martin  is  a  national  leader  in  Child  Adoption.  He  is  a  Baptist  Pastor  in 

Shelby  County, TX. 

Roberts  United  Methodist  Church,  Denham  Springs  LA 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  17  10:45  AM 
COST:  FREE 

CONTACT:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
PHONE:  225-664-7979,  EMAIL:  robumc@yahoo.com 


Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  of  Freetown  and  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  Jeanerette  participated  in  this  year's  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  in  New 
Orleans  with  29  members  in  attendance.  The  churches  are  under  the  pastoral 
leadership  of  Rev.  Charles  E.  Hill.  Hill  said  the  convocation  helps  the  church 
understand  its  role  in  the  community  today. 
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Provost 

Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 
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/ Sr.  High  Retreat  $75.00  Before  Deadline 

You  can  register  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth.htm 
^  #  1  February  4th  --  6th,  2005 


Registration  Deadline:  January  28th,  2005 
#  2  February  11th  --  13th,  2005 
Registration  Deadline:  February  4th,  2005 


Discerning 
The  Call 


An  Exploration  Event  for  persons  between  1 6  and 
25  years  of  age  interested  in  Professional  Ministry 

March  4-5,  2005 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  For  Spiritual  Renewal 
Woodworth,  Louisiana 

Is  God  leading  you  in  (he  direction  of  ordained  ministry? 

If  you  answered  "yes"  or  "maybe",  your  participation 
in  Discerning  the  Call  would  be  very  beneficial! 

You  can  find  forms  online  -  www.la-umc.org 

Send  Your  Registration  form  and  $25.00  Check  to: 

Discerning  the  Call 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 


&  Other  Important  Stuff 

SOMETHING  NEW  THIS  WAY  COMES... 

I  guess  to  be  totally  accurate  I  should  say,  "something  new 
this  way  CAME".  You  hold  in  your  hands  our  latest  effort  to 
get  important  information  into  your  hands  in  the  most  effi¬ 
cient  way  possible.  This  expanded  (and  for  many,  compli¬ 
mentary)  La  Now  contains  a  treasure  trove  for  those  seek¬ 
ing  ways  to  finance  their  higher  education.  The  next  3  pages 
contain  a  ton  of  resources.  I  hope  you  will  look  it  over  care¬ 
fully  and  pass  it  on  to  all  who  may  benefit  from  its  offerings. 
(A  few  extra  copies  are  available  through  my  office)  These 
pages  replace  what  has  traditionally  been  a  bulk  mailing 
packet  sent  out  each  January.  You  will  also  find  some  con¬ 
tact  information  about  a  few  upcoming  events.  Remember, 
up  to  date  youth  information  can  always  be  found  on  our 
website  www.la-umc.org/youth.htm  Please  let  me  know  how 
else  I  might  be  in  service  to  you. 

Grace  &  Peace, 

Tom  Dolph,  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 


2005  Confirmation  Day 
Saturday,  April  9th,  2005 
10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Registration  begins  at  9:15  am  &  Program  starts  at  10:00  am 
Cost  is  $25.00  per  person 

For  further  information,  call  225-346-1646  or  1-888-239-5286 
Get  form;  http://www.la-umc.org 
or  register  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth.htm 
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Scholarships  Available  from  The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Scholarship  Application  Deadline  Who  may  apply? 

Allan  Jerome  Burry  Scholarship  be  an  active,  full  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  three  years  and  be  nominated  by  their  campus 


February  1 


Brandenburg 

HANA 

Ethnic 


March  1 
April  1 
May  1 


Gift  of  Hope  May  1 


% 


ministry  unit  or  college  chaplain,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S.  OR  a  member  of  a  Central  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  a  B+  (3.5)  cumulative  academic  average,  document  financial  need 
Graduate  program  for  students  35  years  of  age  or  older 

Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American  or  Pacific  Islander  students  who  are  juniors  or  seniors  in  college  OR  graduate  students 
Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American,  Pacific  Islander  or  Black  undergraduate  students 
For  students  at  any  accredited  college  who  have  shown  leadership  within  the  U  M  Church 
Helen  &  Allen  Brown  Scholarship  an  active  member  of  The  UMC  for  a  least  three  years  prior  to  applying,  be  recommended  by  their  pastor,  &  current 
May  1  member  of  a  UMC  in  the  New  Orleans  District,  Louisiana  Conference  or  the  Nashville  District  of  the  Tennessee 

Conference,  have  B  (3.0)  average  or  above,  able  to  demonstrate  financial  need,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 
Ernest  I.  &  Eurice  Miller  Bass  Scholarship  an  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application, enrolled  full  time  in  an  accredited 
June  1  an  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application, enrolled  full  time  in  an  accredited  institution, 
institution,  working  on  an  undergraduate  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Priscilla  R.  Morton  Scholarshipan  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application,  enrolled  in  an  accredited  institution 
June  1  working  toward  a  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Edith  M.  Allen  Scholarship  enrolled  at  a  United  Methodist  college  or  university,  have  a  B+  average,  be  an  active,  full  member  of  The 

June  1  UMC  for  at  least  three  years,  be  recognized  as  one  whose  academic  and  vocational  contributions  will  help  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  others 

General  June  1  If  student  does  not  qualify  for  any  of  the  above  scholarships,  request  a  General  Application.  Criteria  varies  -  from  wills  and  annuities 

Web  Site  -  https://secure2.tallent.com/gbhem/scholarshipApp.asp 
For  Additional  Information,  Write,  Phone  Or  Email  To: 

Write:  General  Board  Of  Higher  Education  And  Ministry  -  Office  Of  Loans  And  Scholarships  P.0.  Box  340007,  Nashville  TN  37203-0007 
Telephone:  Scholarship  Department  615/340-7344  Loan  Department  615/340-7346 

Email:  Scholarships  -  Umscholar@Gbhem.Org  Loans  -  Umloans@Gbhem.Org 
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LA  Annual  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarship 
Deadline  -  April  1 5th 
FOR  APPLICATION  CONTACT: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  -  Scholarship  Request 
.  527  North  Boulevard 

d\  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 


Email:  Tdolph@BellSouth.net 
Phone:  225-346-1646  or  1-888-239-5286 


National  United  Methodist  Youth  Scholarships 

J.  For  Entering  Freshmen  -  Ethnic  Students 

,#j  The  Richard  S.  Smith  Scholarship  -  June  1st 
iL  and 

The  David  W.  Self  Scholarship  -  June  1st 
Download  Application  at: 

http :  // www  .umyouth.org/scholarships.html 
OR  Contact: 

The  United  Methodist  Youth  Organization 
P.O.  Box  340003  Nashville,  TN  37203-0003 
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For  Financial  Aid  &  Admissions  Information  From  One 
Of  Louisiana's  United  Methodist  Related  Institutions 

Contact: 

Centenary  College  Dillard  University 

Office  Of  Admissions  2601  Gentilly  Boulevard 

2911  Centenary  Boulevard  New  Orleans,  La  70122 

Shreveport,  La  71104  (504)238-8822 

(318)  869-5131  Web:  www.Dillard.Edu 

(800)  234-4448 
Web:  www.Centenary.Edu 
E-Mail:  Admissions @ Centenary. Edu 
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UNiTEd  METUodisT  Communications  oUers  uncIer- 

QRAdlJATE  &  POST  CjRACiUATE  ScHolARShipS  &  fellowships  fOR 
THOSE  iNTERESTEd  iN  TflE  AREA  of  REliCjiOUS  JOURNALISM 


JUe  STOody-WEST  FEllowship 

lHTTp://WWW.UMCOM.ORq/MEdiA/pdf/SCholARSbips/STOOdy-WEST.pdl 

LEONARd  M.  Perryman  Communications  ScholARshlp 
foR  EtLinIc  Minority  SnjdENTS 

knps://SECllRE.UMCOM.ORq/SECUREfORMS/CRT/LEONARdPERRyMAN.pdf 

Judy  WEidMAN  RacIaI  EtThnIc  MiNORhy  Fellowship 

hTTp://CRT.UMC.ORQ/REM 

TO  RECEIVE  AN  AppliCATlON  pACkET,  OR  iNfORMATiON  CONTACT. 

UMCOM 
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P.O.  Box  520 
NAshvillE,  TN  57202-0520 
ToIITree  -  888-278-4862 

E-MAil:  scholARships@uivicoM.ORq 


2005  Scholarship 


You  can  also  find  i 


Handbook  of  U  M-Related  Schools,  Colleges, 
Universities  8c  Theological  Schools 


The  Handbook  is  a  300  page  book  providing  two  pages  of  information 
about  each  of  United  Methodism's  123  institutions,  a  chart  indicating 
major  areas  of  study,  information  about  United  Methodist  loan  and 
scholarship  programs,  and  information  about  how  to  select  a  college. 


Ask  to  borrow  your  pastor’s  or  District  Superintendant’s  copy 

or  order  your  own  copy  (Item  #  X740534)  from: 

Cokesbury  800-672-1789  www.cokesbury.com 


l 


United  Methodist  Websites 

www.La-UMC.org  -  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Official  Web  Address  -  go  to  th 

as  well  as  a  repeat  of  this  scholarship  information, 
ww.gbhem.org/bcf  -  The  Black  College  Fund 
www.UMC.org  -  Official  Website  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
www.umyouth.org  -  Help  in  finding  youth  ministry  resources  or  undergrad  schola 
www.gbhem.org  -  The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
www.ileadyouth.com  -  Helping  youth  become  fully-devoted  disciples  of  Jesus  Ch 
www.Cokesbury.com  -  Cokesbury  is  the  retail  division  of  The  United  Methodist  F 

Bible  Study,  Sunday  School  Curriculum 


Other  Opportunities 

The  American  Legion  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest;  American  L< 
http://www.americanism-alwa.org/Oratorical%20main.htm 
AMVETS  Memorial  Scholarships  (for  graduating  high  school  children  of  vetera 
Lanham,  MD  20706.  http://www.amvets.org/ 

Coca-Cola  Scholars  Foundation,  3060  Peachtree  Rd.  NW,  Suite  1000,  Atlanta 
Educational  Communications  Scholarship  Foundation,  721  North  McKinley 
Email:  school@ecsf.org 

Elks  Local  and  National  Scholarships;  get  information  at  http://www.elks.Org/e 
National  Future  Farmers  of  America  Center,  Scholarship  Office,  P.  O.  Box  15 
http://www.ffa.org/programs/scholarships/index.html 
Tylenol  Scholarship  Fund;  P.  O.  Box  4396,  Dept.  S.C.,  Monticello,  MN  55365. 
Voice  of  Democracy  Scholarship  Program;  VFW,  406  W.  34th  St.,  Kansas  Oil 
Youth  Writing  Contest;  Guideposts,  16  F-  34th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10016.  http: 
National  Honor  Society;  National  Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals, 
National  4-H  Council,  7100  Connecticut  Ave.,  Chevey  Chase,  MD  20815.  http 
About  College  www.collegesavings.org 
College  Is  Possible  www.collegeispossible.org 
Think  College  -  U.S.  Department  of  Education  www.ed.gov/ 


Expressly  for  Centenary  or 
Dillard  Students 


Daughenbaugh 
Matheny  Scholarships 

Deadline  -  March  1  st 
For  Application  Contact: 
Dr.  Sarah  S.  Kreutziger 
135  East  Livingston  Place 
Metairie,  LA  70005 


J 


Information 

Scholarship  Information  at  www.la-umc.org/scholarsh.htm 

= 


% 


Double  Your  Dollars  For  Scholars  Award 


The  United  Methodist  Higher  Education  Foundation  (UMHEF)  will  provide  a  $1,000  matching  scholarship  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis.  The 
sponsoring  church  must  remit  a  check  payable  to  UMHEF  for  $1,000  with  the  completed  application  form.  Candidates  must  be  enrolled  or 
enrolling  as  a  full-time  student  in  a  UM-related  college,  university,  or  seminary,  and  be  an  active  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at 
least  one  year.  Upon  verification  of  enrollment,  UMHEF  will  transfer  $2,000  to  the  institution.  Only  one  application  per  church  or  student  will  be 
accepted,  All  applications  and  checks  received  after  the  program  has  closed  out  will  be  returned  to  the  sponsoring  churches. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  between  December  1, 2004  thru  February  1, 2005  from 
The  United  Methodist  Higher  Education  Foundation 
P.O.  Box  340005 

^  Nashville,  TN  3720370005. 
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>  ministry  tab  and  click  youth.  You  will  find  information  on  all  upcoming  events 


ships. 

/linistry  is  the  agency  for  educational,  institutional,  &  ministerial  leadership, 
st.  You  will  find  resources  to  work  with  the  youth  in  your  congregation, 
blishing  House  &  offers  products  such  as:  Books  &  Bibles,  Sermon  Resources, 


lion,  P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

s);  AMVETS  National  Headquarters;  Attn:  Scholarships,  4647  Forbes  Blvd. 

GA  30305.  http://www.coca-colascholars.org/ 

±  P.  O.  Box  5002,  Lake  Forest,  IL  60045.  http://www.ecsf.org/ 

f/scholarships.cfm 

10,  5632  Mt.  Vernon  Memorial  Highway,  Alexandria,  VA  22309. 

ttp://scholarship.tylenol.com/ 

MO  64111.  http://www.vfw11508.org/VOD-Rules.html 
vww.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 

104  Association  Dr.,  Reston,  VA  22091.  http://www.nhs.us/ 
'www.fourhcouncil.edu/programs/index.asp 


For  Seminary  Students  From  Louisiana 
Service  Loan  Program 

Recipients  must  comply  with  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  procedure  to 
become  a  certified  candidate  for  ministry. 

Contact  the  registrar  for  candidates,  Julie  Spencer,  at  318-343-0925. 
For  further  information  on  loans,  contact: 

Tracie  Wharton 

8337  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
(225)  346-1535  or  1-800-256-9317  Email:  twharton@umf.org 


\ 


(43-092 


1\  Beverly  Bond  Memorial  Scholarship 

LT  I  Deadline  -  May  1st 

For  those  interested  in  a  Christian  Vocation 

Contact: 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church 

10328  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

(225-239-4440) 


Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

’  0.  Box  340007  Nashville, TN  37203-0007 

Web  site  www.gbhem.org 
615-340-7346  Scholarship  Department  615-340-7344 


College  Bound 

This  booklet  provides  helpful  information  for  students  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  as  they  make  choices  about  higher  education.  Included  are 
resources  regarding  selecting  a  college,  financing  one's  education, 
information  about  United  Methodist  sponsored  loans  and 
scholarship  programs  as  well  as  an  outline  of  federal  financial  aid 
programs.  Available  free  in  quantities  of  1  -30  from  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education,  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0007,  telephone:  615- 
340-7406,  e-mail:  scu@gbhem.org. 
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Tsunami  relief,  from  page  7 


“Very  often,  what  they  need  in  a  big 
emergency  is  money,”  she  said.  “Our 
partners  have  the  networks,  the  training, 
and  they  simply  need  the  money  to 
carry  out  their  plan.” 

From  Southeast  Asia  to  the  East 
African  coast,  at  least  1 1  countries  are 
trying  to  recover  from  tidal  waves  that 
struck  Dec.  26,  wiping  out  entire  villages 
and  killing  at  least  (change  #)  80,000 
people.  A  9.0  magnitude  earthquake  in 
the  Indian  Ocean,  and  near  the  island  of 
Sumatra,  triggered  the  tsunamis. 

In  providing  relief  to  India,  UMCOR  is 
working  with  the  Christian  Auxiliary  for 
Social  Action,  an  agency  that  it  has  sup¬ 
ported  for  several  years  and  in  many  dis¬ 
asters.  In  Sri  Lanka,  UMCOR  has  part¬ 
nered  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Sri  Lanka,  which  includes  a 
Methodist  church  based  there. 

The  council  was  already  involved  in 
relief  efforts  for  the  victims  of  the  Sri 
Lanka’s  civil  war. 

Knowing  that  UMCOR  has  those  rela¬ 
tionships  and  is  responding  makes  it 
easier  for  local  churches  to  provide  sup¬ 
port. 

"They  are  an  agent  we  can  trust  to  be 
working  before  the  rest  of  us  even  think 
of  it,”  said  the  Rev.  John  Collett  of 
Belmont  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville,  Term.  “And  UMCOR  has 
decades  of  experience;  they  don’t  rein¬ 
vent  the  whole  wheel.  They  have  meth¬ 
ods,  channels  and  relationships  already 
in  place.  What  a  wonderful  thing!” 

“The  first  thing  we  do  in  a  disaster  sit¬ 
uation  is  remind  ourselves  that  we  are 
the  agency  of  a  global  church,”  Sachen 
said.  “We  are  not  just  an  American  or 
North  American  church,  and  that  makes 
a  difference  in  how  we  approach  emer¬ 
gency  response.” 

UMCOR  is  a  founding  member  of 
Action  for  Churches  Together,  a  consor¬ 
tium  that  includes  the  Sri  Lankan 
churches  council,  CASA  and  other 
organizations  around  the  world.  Formed 
about  eight  years  ago,  ACT  helps  relief 
organizations  avoid  duplicating  efforts 
and  providing  aid  that  is  not  effective. 

“When  we  see  a  gap  in  the  response, 
that’s  where  we  step  in  and  see  what  we 
can  do  to  help,”  Sachen  said.  “Our  job  is 
to  make  sure  local  ACT  partners  have 
the  resources  to  do  what  they  know  how 
do  to.”  Working  through  ACT  fosters 
cooperation  and  order  among  the 
donating  agencies,  she  said. 

UMCOR  also  works  closely  with 
Church  World  Service,  a  relief  organiza¬ 


tion  supported  in  part  by  36  denomina¬ 
tions.  “We  in  Church  World  Service 
Emergency  Response  highly  value  the 
commitment  and  support  of  UMCOR  in 
our  endeavor  to  respond  ecumenically 
to  emergencies  throughout  the  world,” 
said  Donna  Derr,  associate  director  of 
the  program. 

Church  World  Service  announced 
Dec.  29  that  it  is  expediting  more  than 
$900,000  in  relief  supplies  and  sending 
emergency  assistance  teams  to  Sri  Lanka 
and  Indonesia.  UMCOR  is  one  of  several 
denominational  relief  agencies  support¬ 
ing  the  initial  relief  effort. 

Being  a  good  world  citizen  is  part  of 
“who  we  are  theologically,”  Sachen  said. 
UMCOR  uses  a  two-pronged  approach 
that  involves  investing  in  the  leadership 
of  the  local  people  and  their  economy. 

In  responding  to  the  damage  caused 
by  the  tsunamis,  many  able-bodied  citi¬ 
zens  will  be  available  to  rebuild  their 
communities,  said  Linda  Beher,  UMCOR 
communications  director.  “Their  eco¬ 
nomic  viability  may  depend  on  them  to 
have  jobs  in  order  to  keep  their  families 
going.” 

Although  UMCOR  has  already 
released  funds  to  aid  survivors  of  the 
disaster,  the  agency  considers  itself  a 
mid-  and  long-term  recovery  organiza¬ 
tion. 

“It  may  not  get  us  a  lot  of  attention, 
but  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do,”  Sachen 
said. 

“We  are  hoping  for  a  large  offering  to 
come  in,”  she  said.  “It  will  be  two  or 
three  weeks  before  it  is  in  the  bank  and 
ready  to  send,  but  it  will  be  good  timing 
because  that  is  when  agencies  will  have 
a  better  idea  of  what  they  need." 

CASA  is  already  planning  on  building 
cyclone  shelters  in  India,  and  UMCOR  is 
in  contact  with  the  Christian  Medical 
Association  of  India  to  see  how  the  relief 
agency  can  help  disperse  medical  teams. 

In  order  to  help  churches  respond  to 
the  relief  effort  in  South  and  Southeast 
Asia,  UMCOR  will  have  a  Sunday  bul¬ 
letin  insert  available  for  download.  The 
bulletin  is  available  at  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/ umcor/ worship/ 

Donations  to  UMCOR’s  “South  Asia 
Emergency”  relief  efforts  can  be  placed 
in  local  church  offering  plates.  Designate 
checks  for  UMCOR  Advance  #274305 
and  “South  Asia  Emergency.” 

Said  Sachen:  “We  put  out  the  appeal 
and  promise  that  100  percent  of  the 
money  collected  will  be  used  for  the  dis¬ 
aster.” 


Tsunami  giving,  from  page  7 


the  heart  and  hands  of  United 
Methodists  everywhere. 

UMCOR  is  monitoring  the  situa¬ 
tion  closely  to  identify  skills  that 
might  be  needed  from  volunteers  in 
the  United  States. 

Interested  persons  may  watch  the 
postings  of  UMCOR  Hotline  (every 
Tuesday  after  4  p.m.  Eastern  time)  for 
more  information  on  this  topic  in  the 
weeks  to  come. 


The  very  best  option  for  immedi¬ 
ate  participation  is  a  gift  of  cash.  That 
will  assure  that  United  Methodists 
will  continue  to  have  a  strong  pres¬ 
ence  through  UMCOR’s  work  in  the 
coming  weeks  as  the  recovery  effort 
unfolds. 

Donations  can  be  made  through 
any  church,  marking  the  check  for 
UMCOR  Advance  #  274305,  South 
Asia  Emergency. 


resources  available  online 


Tsunami-related  worship 

Worship-preaching-music  staff  of 
The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  continue  to  develop 
and  make  available  worship 
resources  related  to  the  recent  tsuna¬ 
mi  disaster  in  southern  Asia,  south¬ 


eastern  Asia,  Indonesia,  and  Africa. 
These  are  collected  together  on  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  web¬ 
site  at  http://www.gbod.org/wor- 
ship/default.asp?act=reader&item_id 
=13241. 


'churchanew.now' offers  churches  transformation 


Tom  Bandy,  a  well-known  church 
consultant  and  author,  recently  told  a 
group  in  Shreveport  that  there  is  an 
eight  year  window  of  time  left  for  United 
Methodists  and  other  denominations  to 
reach  many  of  this  region’s  unchurched. 

This  bold  statement  is  based  on 
Bandy’s  belief  that  trends  are  moving  so 
fast  in  the  secular  world  that  the  church 
must  act  quickly  in  finding  ways  to 
relate  to  those  who  feel  no  connection  to 
today’s  church. 

Rev.  Steve  Stephens,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Church  Extension  and 
Transformation,  explained  that  the 
churchanew.now  process  encourages 
congregations  to  take  that  inward  look 
which  is  necessary  to  determine  if  a 
church’s  ministry  is  truly  reaching  those 
outside  the  “inner  circle." 

Offered  to  selected  congregations  in 
the  Louisiana  conference,  the  first  chur¬ 
chanew.now  session  began  in  August  of 
2004  when  18  teams  of  pastors  and  lay 
persons  came  together  at  the  conference 
center  in  Woodworth  for  their  first 
retreat  and  workshop. 

Each  of  the  congegations  will  spend  a 
total  of  18  months  in  workshops,  semi¬ 
nars,  retreats,  planning,  spiritual  devel¬ 
opment  and  prayer  to  focus  on  and 
refine  their  church’s  unique  ministry  to 
the  world. 

“The  churchanew.now  process  is  not 
about  becoming  better  managers.  It  is 
about  transforming  hearts  and  allowing 
churches  to  better  demonstrate  who 
they  are  and  what  they  offer,"  said 
Stephens.  “In  many  congregations  there 
can  be  a  disconnect  between  faithful¬ 
ness  and  fruitfulness.  If  a  visitor  cannot 
clearly  see  the  mission  of  a  church,  and 
how  he  or  she  can  play  a  role  in  it,  we 
will  probably  not  connect  with  that  per¬ 
son.” 

Stephens  went  on  to  explain  that  this 
transformational  process  helps  churches 
do  a  better  job  of  identifying  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  all  their  members  and 
community  resources.  “So  often,  if  a  per¬ 


son’s  offerings  don’t  fit  into  our  estab¬ 
lished  program,  we  don’t  utilize  that 
person's  talents.” 

He  also  explained  that  the  chur¬ 
chanew.now  process  walks  participant 
teams  through  a  conference  of  their 
church’s  past,  present  and  future. 

“By  examining  the  past,  a  church  can 
identify  its  essential  values  and  witness. 
It  can  also  determine  what  it  is  ‘not.’  By 
looking  at  the  present,  a  congregation 
can  assess  who  they  are,  what  energy 
and  resources  they  possess.  A  confer¬ 
ence  on  the  future  allows  a  church  to 
develop  a  strategic  plan  and  transform 
its  ministry,”  said  Stephens. 

He  stressed  that  all  of  this  self  exami¬ 
nation  and  planning  is  done  in  fun  and 
creative  ways. 

“There  is  also  a  strong  emphasis  on  a 
spiritual  connection  with  Bible  study, 
prayer  and  an  attempt  to  discern  God’s 
will  for  the  individual  churches." 

The  work  so  far  for  the  inaugural  18 
congregations  has  included  a  “Come 
and  See”  last  August  and  a  cluster  work¬ 
shop  in  October.  All  of  the  churches  will 
attend  a  second  workshop  on  Jan.  29  at 
the  conference  center. 

An  additional  component  offered  to 
all  Louisiana  conference  clergy  is  the 
first  in  a  four-part  continuing  education 
event  aimed  at  transformation, 
“Discovering  What’s  Going  on  Out 
There”  (and  in  here),  scheduled  for  Jan. 
28  at  the  conference  center  in 
Woodworth. 

This  “Clergy  Days”  presentation  will 
focus  on  reading  the  signs  of  our  times, 
indicators  of  a  missional  church,  and 
discovering  the  missional  church  profile. 

A  second  “Come  and  See”  will  be  held 
during  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport 
this  June  for  those  churches  interested 
in  finding  out  more  about 
churchanew.now. 

For  more  information  about  these 
exciting  programs,  please  contact  Rev. 
Stephens  at  the  La.  Conference  Area 
Offices  by  calling  (225)  346-1646. 


Christian  unity  sought  in  annual  Week  of  Prayer 


New  York — The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  top  ecumenical  officials  are 
encouraging  congregations  to  set  aside 
time  in  January  to  participate  in  the 
annual  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Ecumenical 
Officer  for  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  and  Larry  D.  Pickens,  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  said  the  week  of  Jan.  18-25 
has  been  designated  for  the  observance. 

Pickens  said  the  theme  for  the  2005 
observance  is  “All  Things  are  Yours . . . 

You  Belong  in  Christ . . .  and  Christ,  the 


Unique  Foundation,  Belongs  to  God,” 
reflecting  Paul’s  letter  to  the  church  at 
Corinth  in  1  Corinthians  3:1-23. 

Free  resources  to  assist  congregations 
and  ecumenical  organizations  in  the 
planning  and  celebration  of  the  Week  of 
Prayer  are  available  on-line  from  the 
Graymoor  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Institute  of  New  York  City. 
The  web  site  is  http://www.geii.org 
www.geii.org  and  on-line  resources 
include  bulletin  and  pulpit  announce¬ 
ments,  suggestions  for  scripture  refer¬ 
ences,  and  tools  for  communicating 
messages  about  the  Week  of  Prayer  in 
local  communities. 
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Lafon  Home 

The  Buford  Jordan/Richard  Cooper  Golf  Tournament,  benefiting  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  in  New  Orleans,  was  held  recently  at  the  Ormond  Country  Club. 
The  tournament  celebrated  its  1 0th  anniversary  with  this  event.  New  administra¬ 
tor  Cleveland  Obey,  Jr.  said  that  he  is  extremely  happy  to  head  a  facility  with  sup¬ 
porters  like  Jordan  and  Cooper.  Pictured  above:  Lafon's  Ted  Jones,  Cooper,  event 
sponsor  Frank  Macera  of  A-Med  Ambulance  and  Jordan. 


A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  traveled  to  Gulf  Shores,  Ala.,  Nov.  14-19 
to  provide  disaster  relief  after  Hurricane  Ivan.  Roofs  were  removed  and 
replaced,  trees  were  cut  down,  debris  was  removed,  trailer  skirting  was  repaired 
and  painting  was  done  by  a  group  of  nine  people  representing  five  conference 
churches.  "It  was  a  great  time  working  together  and  making  new  friends  with 
each  other  and  the  people  we  met  in  Gulf  Shores,"  said  June  Feaster,  a  partici¬ 
pant  from  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Haughton.  The  Disaster 
Relief  trailer,  above,  proved  very  helpful  in  completing  the  projects  in  Gulf 
Shores,  Feaster  said. Top:  The  first  of  many  roofs  that  the  VIM  group  worked  on. 


Olla  church  recovering 

Rev.  Curtis  Carrol,  pastor  of  Olla 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  still 
astounded  by  the  amount  of  damage 
caused  by  a  category  three  tornado 
that  struck  the  town  on  Nov.  22. 

“The  tornado  hit  at  8:15  p.m.  In 
just  one  minute,  the  cyclone  tore  a 
path  about  a  mile  wide  for  several 
miles  through  the  town.  LaSalle  High 
School  was  destroyed,  and  numerous 
houses  were  affected.  The  homes  in 
two  city  blocks  are  uninhabitable,” 
said  Carrol. 

At  least  100  families  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  and  are  living  with  family  or 
friends.  Some  have  even  had  to  leave 
town. 

The  sanctuary  and  the  parsonage 
for  Olla  UMC  were  both  damaged. 

“We  found  a  nine  foot  wooden  beam 
in  the  sanctuary  that  had  been  blown 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  high 
school  football  stadium,”  said  Carrol. 

Although  the  church  foundation 
has  cracks,  they  can  be  repaired. 

The  National  Guard,  the  Red  Cross 
and  local  churches  have  worked 
together  to  get  Olla  back  on  its  feet. 
“The  military  came  in  with  big  equip¬ 
ment  to  do  the  heavy  work,  like  mov¬ 
ing  tree  trunks.  Meals  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Red  Cross  and  churches 
at  different  centers.  Monetary  dona¬ 
tions  from  individuals  have  already 
been  dispersed  to  over  60  families  in 
need,”  Carrol  added.  Many  of  those 
affected  have  applied  to  FEMA  for 
assistance. 

Rev.  Angela  Bulhof,  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese  State 
University,  recently  led  a  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to  Olla 
for  a  day  of  work.  “We  stayed 
overnight  in  Pineville,  which  is  45 
miles  from  the  town.  Our  team 


Pew  cushions  dry 
out  at  Olla  United 
Methodist  Church 
after  the  sanctuary 
and  parsonage  sus¬ 
tained  damage  from 
a  category  three  tor¬ 
nado. 

from  tornado  damage 

included  students  from  McNeese  and 
a  group  of  adults  that  had  come 
together.  We  began  work  around  10 
a.m.,  going  out  in  teams  of  two.  A  lot 
of  the  folks  we  helped  were  the  elder¬ 
ly,  single  parents,  or  those  in  ill 
health,”  said  Bulhoff. 

Taking  down  a  mangled  wire  fence 
was  the  job  taken  on  by  Bulhoff  and 
her  partner.  “It  gave  us  a  feeling  of 
accomplishment  to  tackle  the  job 
and  to  look  back  later  at  the  cleared 
space,”  she  added. 

While  offering  physical  aid,  the 
volunteers  were  also  able  to  provide 
emotional  and  spiritual  solace  to  the 
victims  of  the  storm.  “I  thought  the 
most  important  thing  we  accom¬ 
plished  to  allow  folks  to  tell  their 
story.  The  experience  was  so  traumat¬ 
ic  for  them.  They  wanted  to  share 
with  us  about  where  they  were  when 
it  hit,  what  their  experience  had 
been.  They  wanted  to  tell  us  about 
their  neighbor  who  died,”  said 
Bulhoff. 

“Three  houses  in  a  row  had  been 
demolished.  Some  of  us  spent  the 
afternoon  with  a  gentleman,  walking 
around  his  muddy,  rutted  property, 
pulling  pipes  and  two  by  fours  out  of 
the  ground.  I  was  amazed  that  he  had 
a  smile  on  his  face.  ‘This  is  how  a  bird 
makes  his  home,  one  stick  at  a  time,  ‘ 
he  said  to  us.  That  man  ministered  to 
me  on  that  day.” 

Robert  Handy,  a  member  of 
United  Methodist  Men  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  LAVIM  team,  was  also 
impressed  with  the  way  the  commu¬ 
nity  came  together.  “My  daughter 
Whitney,  a  student  at  Dillard,  came 
with  me  on  this  mission.  We  both  felt 
so  blessed  by  the  opportunity  to  help 
someone  else. 
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Jonesboro  UMC  sanctuary  destroyed  by  fire  over  holidays 


Rev.  Stuart  Sherman  was  leaving  his  drive¬ 
way  the  night  of  Dec.  27  when  he  noticed  a 
plume  of  smoke  rising  from  the  direction  of 
the  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church. 

“I  left  the  parsonage  that  night  to  return  a 
DVD  at  the  rental  store.  When  I  saw  the 
smoke,  I  instantly  knew  it  was  the  church.  As  I 
approached  the  complex,  I  saw  a  plume  of  fire 
rising  30  feet  in  the  air  above  the  sanctuary," 
said  Sherman. 

Earlier  that  evening,  a  wedding  had  been 
held  outside  in  the  church’s  prayer  garden. 
When  the  pastor  came  back  around  8:30  p.m. 
to  turn  off  the  church  lights,  he  saw  no  sign  of 
anything  unusual. 

Once  home,  Sherman  might  not  have  left 
his  house  again  had  it  not  been  that  a  DVD 
was  due  that  evening. 

“Throughout  this  experience,  we  have  so 
much  to  be  grateful  for.  The  Jonesboro  fire 
department  is  one  of  top  rated  in  the  state. 
They  were  wonderful,  and  because  of  their 
efforts,  we  only  lost  the  sanctuary,”  said 
Sherman.  In  addition  to  rebuilding  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,  the  fellowship  hall  needs  a  new  floor  and 
ceiling,  and  cleanup  and  repair  work  is  being 
done  to  the  office  building  currently. 
Amazingly,  the  church  steeple  will  be  saved 


and  restored. 

A  recovery  committee  is  being  formed  to 
oversee  the  restoration.  “We  are  getting  esti¬ 
mates  on  demolition  right  now.  Until  all  the 
cleanup  is  completed,  we  can’t  proceed  with 
construction,”  said  Sherman. 

It  is  possible  that  volunteers  will  be  needed 
to  perform  tasks  like  pulling  insulation  from 
walls.  Those  interested  in  serving  on  a  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  should  contact  the 
LAVIM  office  in  Baton  Rouge,  (225)  346-1646. 
Sherman  also  asks  for  everyone’s  prayers. 

“One  thing  that  this  has  shown  me  is  that 
all  churches  should  check  the  insurance  on 
their  physical  plant.  Thank  goodness,  we  will 
be  okay.  But  you  don’t  realize  until  you’re  in 
this  situation  everything  that  is  involved  in 
disaster  recovery.  The  cleanup  process  is  very 
detailed,  down  to  cleaning  every  toy  in  the 
nursery,”  said  Sherman. 

He  added  that  everyone  at  Jonesboro  UMC 
has  recognized  the  blessings  in  this  disastrous 
situation.  “This  all  took  place  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  devastation  caused  by  the  tsunami 
in  Indonesia.  No  matter  how  bad  things  were 
for  us,  so  many  others  have  suffered  to  a 
degree  we  cannot  comprehend.  We  will  be 
praying  for  them.” 


The  sanctuary  at  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  burns  in  the 
night  on  Dec.  27, 2004.  The  building  was  a  loss  but  the  church  steeple 
will  be  able  to  be  salvaged. 


USA  Today  ad  major 
part  of  relief  effort 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  used  a  full- 
page  advertisement  in  USA  Today  to 
offer  a  message  of  healing  and  encour¬ 
age  support  for  relief  efforts  following 
the  Dec.  26  earthquake  in  the  Indian 
Ocean. 

The  advertisement  appeared  in  USA 
Today’s  Jem.  3  edition  in  the  United 
States  and  in  its  international  editions 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  4,  said  Bishop  Peter  D. 
Weaver,  president  of  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  ad  was  a  major  element  of  the 
church’s  effort  to  assist  victims  of  the 
disaster,  Weaver  said. 

The  undersea  earthquake  caused 
tidal  waves  that  struck  at  least  12  coun¬ 
tries  from  Southeast  Asia  to  Africa, 
killing  more  than  150,000  people. 

“We  are  called  to  respond  to  a  loss  of 
life  and  human  suffering  that  is  nearly 
beyond  our  ability  to  comprehend," 
Weaver  said.  “The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  long  history  of  responding 
to  those  in  need.  For  more  than  60  years 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  offered  long-term  assistance 
to  victims  of  disaster  around  the  globe.” 

The  ad  focuses  on  weathered  hands 
folded  in  prayer,  with  the  headline:  “In 
eleven  countries,  hands  folded  in  prayer 
are  already  at  work.” 

The  text  asks  people  to  join  in  giving 
“to  those  who  have  lost  so  much.  ... 
Through  whatever  means  that  comfort 
you,  let  your  prayers  and  generosity  be 
felt  across  the  world.” 

“The  struggle  of  those  affected  by  this 
disaster  is  our  struggle  as  well,”  Weaver 
said.  “As  we  keep  those  persons  in  our 
prayers,  we  are  getting  to  work  to  help 
them  for  as  long  as  it  takes  to  rebuild 
lives  and  communities." 


Grace.  Joy.  Freedom 

Are  these  the  first  words  that 
come  to  mind  when  you  think  of  finances? 

They  could  be! 

GOOD 

SENSE 

BUDGET  COURSE 


Good  $ense  Budget  Course  is  a  proven,  biblical  resource  for  changing  hearts 
and  lives  in  the  area  of  finance.  Acquire  the  skills  you  need  to  control  your 
finances  rather  than  allowing  your  finances  to  control  you,  AND  learn  how  to 
share  this  workshop  experience  with  others  in  your  church  or  community. 


I. 


Saturday,  January  22,  2005 
Catholic  Life  Center 
Baton  Rouge 
(225)  336-8790 

Browse  the  website 

*  Second  and  third  registrants 
from  any  one  church  pay  only  $25  each 
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United  Methodists  donate  $4  million  so  far  to  tsunami  relief 

waves  reaching  400  miles  per  hour,"  said 


O 
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BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown  has  shipped  a 
total  of  45,000  health  kits  to  Indonesia  as 
part  of  the  relief  effort  in  Southeast  Asia, 
said  Gwen  Redding,  director  of  the 
UMCOR  depot  in  Baldwin. 

Redding,  interviewed  by  phone  on 
Jan.  20,  was  in  New  York  attending  a 


meeting  of  all  UMCOR  staff. 

“Paul  Dirdak,  the  director  of  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  just 
stepped  off  the  plane  coming  back  from 
Indonesia.  He  said  that  the  devastation  is 
almost  indescribable.  Everything  along 
the  coast  was  wiped  out.  He  explained 
that  the  force  of  the  tsunami  was  so 
strong,  with  the  agitation  below  the 


Redding. 

More  than  $4  million  has  been  donat¬ 
ed  by  United  Methodists  to  UMCOR  for 
the  tsunami  relief  effort,  according  to 
Dirdak.  “Despite  all  this  tragedy,  it  is 
heartwarming  to  see  the  generosity  of 
our  denomination.  Everyone  wants  to 
See  Tsunami  relief,  page  2 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.  on  June  8. 


TakirV  It  to  the  Streets' 
events  set  for  late  spring 

“Takin’  it  to  the  Streets,”  an  initia¬ 
tive  of  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission,  is 
planning  two  events  for  the  spring  of 
2005. 

Volunteers  will  come  together  to 
build  wheelchair  ramps  for  the  elderly 
and  those  in  need  in  die  Pineville  and 
Clinton  areas.  The  event  hosted  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pineville  is  slated  for  May  13-15  and 
the  second  event  will  be  held  out  of 
First  UMC,  Clinton  from  April  22-24. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
register,  contact  First  UMC,  Pineville 
at  (318)  640-1050  or  First  UMC, 
Clinton  at  (225)  683-5472. 
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Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


Child's  Play 


copes 


Minden  kids 
raise  funds 
for 'Our  Kids' 

An  exciting  new  task  group  will  be 
at  work  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  over  the  next  four  years. 
“Our  Kids,”  a  task  group  inspired  by 
the  Bishops  Initiative  on  Children 
and  Poverty,  will  work  in  partnership 
with  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
to  continue  and  broaden  the  good 
work  accomplished  by  the  initiative. 

“The  task  group  is  addressing 
issues  of  poverty  among  children  in 
Louisiana  by  targeting  specific  geo¬ 
graphical  areas,  assessing  needs  and 
formulating  pilot  programs  which 
can  be  duplicated  in  various  areas  of 
the  state,”  said  Rev.  Nancy  Wofford, 
“Our  Kids”  task  group  member. 

She  added  that  the  group  is  draw¬ 
ing  from  information  and  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  generated  by  the  bishops’  ini¬ 
tiative,  which  was  reaffirmed  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

One  of  the  first  financial  gifts  to 
this  initiative  was  recently  presented 

See  Our  Kids,  page  6 

At  left  is  the  envelope  children  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Minden 
used  to  present  the  $160  they  collect¬ 
ed  to  benefit  'Our  Kids/  a  task  group  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  designed  to 
address  issues  of  poverty  among  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  state. 


2005  Annual  Conference  slated  for  June  5-8  in  Shreveport 


The  2005  La.  Annual  Conference,  slat¬ 
ed  for  June  5-8  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  will  be  centered  around  the 
theme  “Prevenient  Grace”  and  the  recall¬ 
ing  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
the  Visioning  Committee  have  chosen 
the  concepts  of  prevenient  grace,  justify¬ 


ing  grace,  sanctifying  grace  and  redemp¬ 
tion  to  serve  as  themes  respectively  for 
the  next  quadrennium.  This  focus  is 
hoped  to  cause  reflection  on  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  of  grace,  and  stir  the 
Louisiana  Conference  “to  claim  who  we 
are  and  share  that  with  others  in  the  21st 
century.” 


The  scriptures  chosen  to  reflect  the 
theme  of  prevenient  grace  for  this  year’s 
annual  conference  are:  “I  have  called  you 
by  name,  you  are  mine  (Isaiah  43:1) . . . 
and  this  is  not  your  own  doing,  it  is  the 
gift  of  God”  (Ephesians  2:8b). 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 
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O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

_ 

The  Angel  of  the  Drain 


I  have  seen  her  lying  on  the  grate  of 
the  drain  for  the  past  few  weeks  -  since 
Christmas  actually.  At  first  I  didn’t 
notice  her  because  she  was  covered 
with  leaves  and  other  material  that 
collects  at  the  drain,  but  then  one  day 
there  she  was,  bright  and  shiny  just 
lying  there.  I  walked  over  her,  never 
paying  her  any  attention,  but  being 
careful  not  to  step  on  her.  She  obvi¬ 
ously  was  a  part  of  the  Christmas  dec¬ 
orations  that  had  been  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  tree  that  is  decorated  by  the 
children  each  year.  Someone  just 
dropped  her  and  she  washed  down  to 
the  metal  grate  with  the  force  of  the 
rain. 

A  couple  of  days  ago  we  stopped 
long  enough  to  examine  her  a  little 
more  closely  We  even  picked  her  up, 
held  her  warmly  in  our  hand  and  read 
her  name  that  is  printed  on  her  white 
robe.  Rebecca.  A  beautiful  name  for 
an  angel,  don’t  you  think?  Then  we 
carefully  replaced  her  to  her  most 
lowly  spot,  the  guardian  of  the  drain  at 
the  comer  of  McCarroll  Drive  and 
Bocage  Boulevard. 

I've  thought  often  about  this  living 
parable.  Where  else  would  you  expect 
an  angel  -  a  God  messenger,  a  spiritual 
safety  net,  a  divine  presence,  a  holy 
mystery  and  a  representative  of  the 
God  of  the  Ages  -  than  at  the  very 
place  where  the  off-scouring  of  life  is 
ushered  into  the  depths  of  the  earth 
and  carried  away  to  an  unknown  fate. 
Isn’t  it  appropriate  for  there  to  be  an 
angel  there  to  use  a  divine  filter  and 
strain  that  which  is  being  swept  away 
into  darkness,  blessing  those  things 
that  should  be  discarded  and  salvaging 
those  things  that  can  still  be  used?  Oh, 
I  think  so! 

How  many  times  have  we  said,  “My 
hopes  just  went  down  the  drain?”  But 
did  they?  Did  they  just  totally  disap¬ 
pear,  or  were  there  some  parts  of  them 
that  you  saw  come  to  fruition  in  ways 
you  didn’t  expect?  How  did  that  hap¬ 
pen?  Could  it  have  been  that  God’s 
very'  presence  was  at  the  point  where 
you  dropped  your  hopes  into  a  dark 
uncertainty  and  in  God’s  eternal  wis¬ 
dom,  those  things  that  were  good  for 
you  and  for  those  you  are  to  serve  were 
resurrected  and  made  a  part  of  your 
life?  God  is  there  at  the  darkest 
moments  of  our  existence,  refining  our 
gold  so  to  speak,  and  letting  the  dross 
pass  on  to  the  unknown  fate,  but  sav¬ 
ing  the  gold  for  the  glory  of  God’s 
name  and  service  to  God’s  people. 

Just  this  past  Monday  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  celebra¬ 
tion  I  saw  this  vividly  demonstrated. 
Rev.  Betty  Claiborne,  a  62  year  old 
woman  who  attempted  to  go  swim¬ 
ming  at  the  city  pool  here  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  a  hot  July  day  in  1963,  was 
arrested  for  breaking  the  law  of  a  seg¬ 
regated  society  and  spent  10  days  in 
jail  as  a  result.  For  the  past  41  years 


that  arrest  and  blot 
has  been  on  her 
record.  On 
Monday,  Governor 
Kathleen  B.  Blanco 
issued  a  pardon  to 
Rev.  Claiborne  in  a 
tear-filled  and  joy¬ 
ous  moment  that 
took  41  years  to 
materialize.  The 
Angel  of  the  Drain 
had  been  there  on 
that  hot  July  day  and  had  filtered  the 
dross  of  injustice  and  let  it  go  on  to  the 
unknown  fate,  but  had  salvaged  the 
worth  and  dignity  of  this  young  adult, 
now  a  62  year  old  woman,  and  made  it 
possible  for  her  to  have  a  dignified 
pardon  years  later.  Her  hopes  had  not 
all  gone  down  the  drain.  Thanks  be  for 
God’s  redeeming  presence! 

There’s  so  much  that  seems  to  be 
afloat  on  the  torrents  of  life  that  are 
carried  to  the  brink  of  hopelessness  by 
the  forces  around  us.  Can  we  ever 
raise  our  heads  again  once  we  have 
been  branded  by  society  as  one 
unworthy  of  recognition?  Can  we  face 
our  friends  and  family  once  someone 
near  and  dear  has  abused  us?  Can  we 
find  our  way  to  reconciliation  with  a 
friend  who  believes  he/she  has  been 
wronged  by  us  and  the  friendship  has 
collapsed  as  a  result?  Can  a  nation 
that  is  split  by  theological  differences 
and  disagreement  on  social  justice 
issues  ever  find  unity  and  genuine  love 
for  one  another?  Can  nations  that  are 
at  war  ever  become  allies  again  and 
there  be  a  day  when  swords  are  beaten 
into  plowshares  and  every  person  can 
sit  under  his/her  own  vine  or  fig  tree 
(Micah  4:  3-4)  and  not  have  to  be 
afraid  of  what  is  going  to  happen  to 
them? 

Yes,  there  are  many  events  in  life 
that  take  us  to  the  drain  where  we  and 
our  hopes  can  be  swept  away  into 
nothingness.  But  at  the  grate  of  that 
drain  is  a  God  messenger,  an  angel. 
And  this  angel  is  not  just  some  wood¬ 
en  ornament  from  a  neighborhood 
Christmas  tree.  This  angel  is  the  divine 
presence  of  God  Omnipotent  and  the 
things  that  should  be  lost  according  to 
God’s  will  are  lost,  but  the  things  that 
need  to  be  and  must  be  salvaged  are 
caught  up  in  God’s  loving  arms  and 
saved  for  another  day.  God  will  not  let 
the  need  for  justice  and  reconciliation 
and  peace  and  harmony  become 
refuse!  And  God  will  not  let  the 
sacredness  and  honor  of  our  lives  be 
tossed  away  either! 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
and  angels  flow!  What  a  journey  we 
are  on! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  iJubA*#**-; 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Prison  Chapel  special  offering  set  for  Feb.  6 


A  special  offering  for  the  Louisiana 
Prison  Chapel  Foundation  project  will  be 
taken  through  local  churches  on  Feb.  6, 
2005. 

Funds  from  this  offering  will  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  building  a  chapel  at  the  La. 
Correctional  Institute  for  Women  in  St. 
Gabriel. 

Since  2000,  United  Methodists  have 
joined  other  member  communions  of 
the  La.  Interchurch  Conference  to  pro¬ 
vide  funds  to  build  five  chapels  at  the 
various  Louisiana  prisons.  The  impact  of 
this  physical  presence  has  made  a 
remarkable  difference  to  the  prisoners 
and  the  staff. 

“These  buildings  have  become  lights 
in  the  darkness,  and  a  reminder  of  the 
love  of  God  through  Christ  even  behind 
the  walls  that  confine  and  imprison,” 
said  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost  for  the 


annual  conference. 

In  a  letter  to  our  local  churches, 
Richard  L.  Stadler,  secretary  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Safety  and 
Corrections  writes,  “Each  year,  over 
15,000  men  and  women  leave  Louisiana 
prisons  and  return  to  our  communities. 
Their  future  is,  at  best,  uncertain.  Fifty 
percent  will  be  reincarcerated  within  five 
years. . .  One  of  our  most  pressing  needs 
is  to  build  churches  on  the  grounds  of 
our  prisons — places  where  those  who  are 
motivated  to  change  their  lives  can  seek 
reformation  in  an  atmosphere  of  hope 
and  redemption.” 

To  date,  the  Foundation  has  helped 
raise  over  $2.5  million  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  six  chapels. 

Please  give  generously  on  Feb.  6 
toward  this  project  that  truly  makes  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  lives  of  others. 


Tsunami  relief,  from  page  1 


help,”  said  Redding. 

She  added  that  local  churches  looking 
for  hands-on  ways  to  help  can  assemble 
and  donate  health  kits  to  replenish  the 
stock  at  Sager- Brown. 

“Prior  to  the  tsunami,  we  had  51,000 
health  kits  in  stock.  Individuals  and 
churches  can  help  by  assembling  kits, 


buying  bulk  materials  for  kits,  or  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  financial  gift  for  the  materials,”  said 
Redding. 

She  emphasized  that  donations 
toward  the  advance  special  will  still  be 
important  because  UMCOR  will  be  pro¬ 
viding  relief  and  aid  in  this  devastated 
part  of  the  world  for  a  long  time  to  come. 


Tending  Our  Life  Together'  set  for  Feb.  28 


All  clergy  under  appointment  in  the 
La.  Annual  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  asked  to  attend 
"Tending  Our  Life  Together  2005,”  hosted 
by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 

“Covenant:  A  Good  Idea  or  a  Way  of 
Life?”  is  the  theme  for  this  year’s  retreat 
slated  for  Feb.  28-March  2  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  Woodworth. 

Bishop  Bruce  Blake,  retired  bishop, 
Oklahoma  Conference,  will  serve  as 
keynote  presenter.  He  has  served  as  chair 
for  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  and  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  He  is  also  a  former 
president  of  Southwestern  College  in 
Winfield,  Kansas. 

Registration  for  “Tending  Our  Life 


Together”  begins  at  2  p.m.  on  Monday, 
with  the  opening  session  at  3  p.m. 

Bishop  Blake  will  speak  on 
"Accountability  and  Accessibility.” 

Tuesday’s  theme  will  be  “Authority 
and  Power,”  and  the  final  presentation 
on  Wednesday  by  Bishop  Blake  will  focus 
on  "Purpose  and  Perspective.” 

Registration  forms  for  the  event  have 
been  mailed  to  all  clergy  under  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  conference. 

Please  return  the  completed  form, 
with  appropriate  fees  as  outlined,  to  the 
La.  Conference  Center,  2350  Methodist 
Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA  71485,  Atm: 
Cathy  Wimberly  by  Feb.  14.  For  more 
information  contact  the  conference  cen¬ 
ter  at  (318)  449-4500. 
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St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  recently  honored  Rev.  Russell 
Jones  in  observance  of  Pastor  Appreciation  Day. The  program  featured  prayers, 
songs,  poems  and  gifts,  with  a  special  recognition  given  by  Lou  Ella  Milburn. 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  1 


Registration  for  the  event  begins  at  5 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  June  5  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Initial 
registration  is  followed  by  the  Memorial 
Service  at  First  UMC. 

Registration  continues  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  starting  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome 
on  campus. 

The  Ordination  and  Commissioning 
Service,  also  to  be  held  at  First  UMC,  is 
slated  for  7:30  on  Tuesday,  June  7  with 
gathering  music  at  7  p.m. 

In  keeping  with  tire  emphasis  on 
Wesley  and  his  ministry,  an  informal 
“Camp  Meeting”  is  scheduled  for 
Monday  evening  at  7:30  p.m.  in  an  out¬ 
door  setting  on  or  near  Centenary’s  cam¬ 
pus. 

“By  holding  a  large,  informal,  outdoor 
service,  we  are  hailing  back  to  the  days  of 
Wesley  who  believed  that  the  church 
must  be  open  and  accessible  for  every 
person.  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Igniting  Ministry  theme  of  ‘Open  hearts, 


open  minds,  open  doors’  is  well  demon¬ 
strated  through  this  service,  which  will 
include  a  sermon  by  Bishop  Ken  Carder 
and  an  old-fashioned  hymn  sing,”  said 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost  for  the  annual 
conference. 

Annual  Conference  continues 
through  Wednesday,  June  8  with  the  final 
business  session  and  sending  forth  fin¬ 
ishing  by  3  p.m. 

"Bishop  JJutchinson  and  the 
Conference  Agenda  Committee  are 
responding  to  concerns  raised  by  the 
evaluations  from  previous  conference 
sessions.  Among  those  concerns  were 
requests  for  a  shorter  conference  session, 
an  agenda  that  provides  for  worship  to 
be  the  sole  event  in  the  evenings,  and 
fewer  ‘informational  only’  reports.  The 
reading  of  pre-conference  reports  and 
participation  in  the  District  pre-confer¬ 
ence  training  session  are  seen  as  essen¬ 
tial  in  order  to  conduct  our  business  in  a 
shorter  period  of  time,”  said  Cottrill. 


Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  back  in  action 


The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University  is  back  in  action  for  the 
spring,  kicking  off  with  a  noon  prayer 
service  on  Jan.  19,  with  the  faculty,  staff 
and  students. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  the  home 
of  the  SU  Interdenominational  Gospel 
Choir  and  has  a  tentative  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  process. 

Originally  intended  for  United 
Methodist  students,  the  vision  for  the 
Wesley  Foundation  is  being  changed  by 
Director  Rev.  Rodney  D.  Wooten.  “The 
Wesley  is  open  to  all  students  no  matter 
race,  creed,  color,  gender  or  denomina¬ 
tion.” 

The  Wesley  is  for  faculty  as  well  as  the 
students. 

“We  want  to  be  a  beacon  of  light  and 
hope  for  the  Southern  University  com¬ 
munity.  We  have  been  established  in  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ,”  said  Wooten.  “We 
are  here  to  focus  on  students  and  staff  to 
help  them  begin  or  increase  their  rela¬ 
tionship  in  Christ.  I  have  noticed  that 


when  young  people  leave  the  realm  of 
their  parents  they  begin  to  stray  from 
their  Christian  values.  No  one  is  telling 
them  to  go  to  Sunday  School  or  church 
and  that’s  how  we  lose  them.  The 
Wesley’s  goal  is  to  solve  that  problem.” 

Students  and  faculty  members  alike 
are  enthused  about  being  apart  of  its 
programs. 

“It  is  a  home  away  from  home;  it  is  a 
place  of  love,  worship  and  fellowship. 
Many  students  should  take  advantage  of 
its  services,”  stated  Reggie  Collins,  devel¬ 
opment  liaison  for  the  SU  System 
Foundation  and  SUICG  director. 

“The  Foundation  is  always  open  to 
the  public.  Bible  study  is  enlightening; 
the  lessons  can  carry  you  throughout 
the  week,”  said  Zawonnica  Mitchell,  a 
sophomore  political  science  major  from 
Shreveport. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  open 
10  a.m.-  5  p.m.  daily,  offers  24-hour 
counseling  and  is  a  community  service 
site  for  Southern’s  campus. 


St.  Charles  UMC  to  explore  'purpose-driven  life' 


St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  at  1905  Ormond  Blvd.  in 
Destrehan,  will  participate  in  the  study  of 
"The  Purpose  Driven  Life”  by  Rick 
Warren. 

The  study  begins  Feb.  13. 

The  40-day  program  is  designed  as  a 
spiritual  growth  tool  involving  daily  read¬ 
ings,  weekly  participation  in  a  small 
group,  memorization  of  Scripture,  and 
participation  in  Sunday  worship  services. 

Warren  is  the  senior  pastor  of  one  of 
America’s  largest  churches,  Saddleback 
Church  in  Lake  Forest,  Cal. 


Rev.  Christ  Blanchard  of  St.  Charles 
UMC  says,  “People  will  hear  about  God’s 
purposes  for  their  lives  in  many  different 
formats.  This  will  allow  for  the  truths  to 
sink  deeper  into  hearts,  which  is  essen¬ 
tial  for  any  permanent  life  change.  I 
believe  people  are  looking  and  longing 
for  real  meaning  that  will  give  us  person¬ 
al  peace  and  contentment,  regardless  of 
our  circumstances.  We  invite  everyone  to 
come  and  join  us  in  this  time  of  spiritual 
growth.” 

For  more  details  of  the  program,  call 
the  church  office  at  (985)  764-8292. 


Lake  Charles  UMM  hold  quarterly  meeting 


The  quarterly  Lake  Charles  District 
United  Methodist  Men’s  meeting  was 
recendy  held  at  Maplewood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 

About  30  men  representing  various 
churches  throughout  the  district  collect¬ 
ed  a  “love  offering”  to  be  sent  to  UMCOR 
for  tsunami  disaster  relief. 

The  group  decided  that  each  church 
should  organize  one  fundraiser  a  year, 
with  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  dedicated 
for  Grace  Camp.  Garth  Frenzel,  a  Grace 
Camp  counselor,  told  the  group  that  it 
costs  $200  to  host  one  child  for  each  ses¬ 
sion  of  camp. 

Each  church  reported  briefly  on  activ¬ 
ities  of  its  UMM  chapter.  Calvin  Sharpe 
from  Wesley  UMC  announced  that  their 
group  is  preparing  for  a  barbeque 
fundraiser,  to  be  co-sponsored  with  the 
women  of  the  church.  Members  also 
participated  in  a  recent  Habitat  for 
Humanity  project. 

Kevin  Merchant  of  Welsh  Memorial 
UMC  is  planning  a  fundraiser  as  well  as 


workdays  to  improve  the  church 
grounds. 

Henning  Memorial  UMC  listed  a 
number  of  activities,  including  a  gumbo 
fundraiser,  manning  concessions  for  the 
Upward  Bound  Basketball  ministry,  and 
a  regular  Bible  study/work  time  and  sup¬ 
per. 

Robert  Handy  reported  that  several 
United  Methodist  Men  provided  disaster 
relief  in  Olla,  which  was  recently  devas¬ 
tated  by  a  category  three  tornado. 

The  group  was  reminded  that  the  La. 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Retreat  will  be  held  May  20-21  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  start¬ 
ing  at  noon. 

Also,  the  Ninth  National  Gathering  of 
Men  will  be  held  at  Purdue  University  on 
July  15-17. 

The  next  District  Meeting  will  be  at 
Uschitto  Retreat  Center  on  April  16 
where  UMM  members  will  be  doing 
clean-up,  repairs,  and  other  missional 
work. 


'Christian  Unity' workshop  set  for  April 


The  National  Workshop  on 
Christian  Unity,  an  ecumenical  event, 
will  be  held  April  4-7  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 

Presenters  include  Rev.  Dr.  Delores 
Carpenter,  professor  of  Religious 
Education  at  Howard  University 
School  of  Divinity;  Bishop  Richard 
Sklba,  consultant  for  the  Committee 
for  Ecumenical  and  Interfaith  Affairs: 
Paul  Anderson,  professor  of  Biblical 
and  Quaker  Studies  at  George  Fox 


University;  and  Rt.  Rev.  Carol  Joy 
Gallagher,  the  first  American  Indian 
female  bishop  in  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  workshop  seeks  to  provide 
meeting  seminars  for  all  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  ministry  of  Christian 
unity:  laity,  clergy,  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cers,  theologians,  staff  of  ecumenical 
organizations.  Register  on-line  by  vis¬ 
iting  www.nwcu.us,  or  call  Rev.  C. 
Dana  Krutz  at  (225)  344-0134. 


National  UMM  gathering  set  for  July  1 5-1 7 


The  ninth  National  Gathering  of 
United  Methodist  Men  is  scheduled  for 
July  15-17  at  Purdue  University  in  West 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
“Hearts  Afire  for  God.” 

Featured  speakers  include  Rev.  Tyrone 
Gordon  of  St.  Luke  Community  UMC  in 
Dallas,  an  expert  in  congregational  diver¬ 
sity;  Rudy  Ruettiger,  a  motivational 
speaker  whose  early  life  was  portrayed  in 
die  movie  “Rudy”;  Clay  Dyer,  a  profes¬ 
sional  bass  fisherman  without  legs  or  left 
arm;  Dayton  Edmonds,  Native  American 
storyteller  and  naturalist;  Cal  Turner, 
retired  CEO  of  Dollar  General  and  John 
Wesley  Fellow;  Bishop  Violet  Fisher,  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  for  the  North  Center  and 
Western  New  York  Conferences;  and 
Evan  Hunsberger,  Eagle  Scout  and  origi¬ 


nator  of  the  Strength  for  Service  to  God 
and  Country  devotional. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  several 
groups,  including  the  Africa  University 
Choir. 

A  total  of  30  different  workshops  are 
available  to  choose  from,  and  conven¬ 
tion  goers  may  participate  in  a  hunger 
relief  gleaning  at  a  local  farm  on  Friday, 
July  15  as  well  as  a  potato  drop  to  hunger 
relief  agencies. 

Continuing  Education  Units  are  avail¬ 
able  for  clergy  and  others  in  attendance 
in  plenaries  and  workshops. 

Register  online  by  visiting 
www.gcumm.org  or  call  (888)  245-0176. 

Joe  Kelly,  conference  president  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  encourages  all 
members  of  UMM  to  attend  this  exciting 
event. 
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Churches  that  paid  1 00  percent  of  apportionments 


The  following  is  a  list  of  pastors  and  churches  which 
paid  100  percent  of  their  2004  apportionment: 


ACADIANA 

ABBEVILLE  UMC 
PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 


REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
REV  KIRBY  A  VERRETT 


FIRST  UMC/  DONALDSONVILLE  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
LUTCHER  UMC  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 

ST  PETER  UMC/ DONALDSVILLE  REV  SONYA  LARS 


LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  FRANKLIN- 
FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN  UMC 
GRAND  RIVER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
WESLEY  UMC 
MT  VERNON  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  JEANERETTE 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
MALLALIEU  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 
IMMANUEL  UMC 
SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 
LYDIA  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS 

MELVILLE  UMC 

PALMETTO  UMC 

PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 

WALMSLEY  UMC 

MASON  UMC 

WOODLAWN  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

BRIGGS  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 

ST  MARK  UMC 

PATTERSON  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PLAQUEMINE 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 

WILSON  MEMORIAL  UMC 

HARTZELL  UMC  /  ROSEDALE 

SHILOH  UMC  /  MARINGOUIN 

ROSEDALE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS 

CALVARY  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 

VACHERIE  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  WAXIA 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

WILEY  UMC 

GREEN  CHAPEL  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 
NEWMAN  UMC 
ST  MARK  S  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC  /HINESTON 
WILTON  UMC 
ATLANTA  UMC 
SANDERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
UNION  UMC 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WHITE’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
CAMPTI  UMC 
ST  MAURICE  UMC 


REV  SONYA  IARS 
REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  STEVEN  I  PORTER 
REV  STEVEN  I  PORTER 
REV  EARLINE  GUIDRY 
REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND  SR 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND  SR 
REV  CHARLES  E  HILL 
REV  CHARLES  E  HILL 
REV  CHARLES  E  HILL 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REVT  EDWARD  BOYD 
REV  WILLIS  W  DEAR 
REV  CLIFTON  C  CONRAD 
REV  INITA  SMITH 
REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 
REV  CLARENCE  HILLARD 
REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  REBECCA  D  CONNER 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON  JR 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON  JR 
REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS  JR 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS  JR 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS  JR 
REV  INITA  SMITH 
REV  K  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  RUSSELL  JONES 
REV  JEFFREY  D  CONNER 
REV  STEPHEN  FLEMING 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  AARON  CARPENTER 
REV  AARON  CAPENTER 
TBS 

REV  J  PENN  MORGAN 
REV  MADEUNE  MITCHELL 
REV  TERRY  A  LINDSEY 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  LAURENCE  HALL 
REV  LAURENCE  HALL 


REV  THOMAS  A  DUNBAR 
REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV  DERRICK  D  HILLS 
TBS 

REV  ERIN  J  OLIVER 
REV  ERIN  J  OLIVER 
REV  JASON  JACOB 
REV  RILEY  SANSON 
REV  RILEY  SANSON 
REV  STEPHANIE  KIDD 
TBS 

REV  DIANNE  ALLEN  JONES 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  FRED  MOORE 
REV  FRED  MOORE 


ST  PAUL  UMC/  CAMPTI 
MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE 
COLFAX  UMC 
COULEY  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY 
CLAYTON  UMC 
GLENMORA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 
BELAH  UMC 
JONESVILLE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURG 
LECOMPTE  UMC 
BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 
CHENEYVILLE  UMC 
MANY  UMC 
MARKSVILLE  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE 
SIMMESPORT  UMC 
ST.  MARK'S  UMC 
MONTGOMERY  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 


TBS 

TBS 

REV  MARY  JONES 
REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  THOMAS  MAY 
REV  ROBBIE  STRONG 
REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 
REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 
REV  BILL  MCDONALD 
REV  WILLIAM  MCDONALD 
REV  MARK  B  BENGE  SR 
REV  MARK  B  BENGE  SR 
REV  DAVID  CARLTON 
REV  DAVID  CARLTON 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  C  FRANCES  HOOTON 
REV  FRANKLIN  PENNINGTON 
REV  FRANKLIN  PENNINGTON 
REV  FRANKLIN  PENNINGTON 
TBS 

DR  JIMMY  WALKER 
DR  JIMMY  WALKER 


ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 


EMMANUEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC 

OAK  GROVE  UMC 

PROVENCAL  UMC 

OLLA  UMC 

URANIA  UMC 

PALESTINE  UMC 

BALL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 
PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BOONEVILLE 
WESLEY  UMC 
POLLOCK  UMC 
LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC 
SIEPER  UMC 
STRANGE  UMC 


REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  DOUGLAS  L  CAIN 
REV  ELLIS  NEWMAN 
REV  JOHN  R  FOSTER 
REV  JOHN  R  FOSTER 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL  JR 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL  JR 
REV  J  EDWIN  DILWORTH 
REV  ED  DILWORTH 
REV  W  RALPH  FORD 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  JAMES  E  RAY  SR 
REV  JAMES  E  RAY  SR 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
TBS 
TBS 


EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC  REV  JOHN  R  JOHNS 


EDEN  UMC 
VI  DALI  A  UMC 
WEAVER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  WINNFIELD 

BATON  ROUGE 

AMITE  UMC 
INDEPENDENCE  UMC 
BLACKWATER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BETHEL  UMC  /  PRIDE 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
FRANCIS  ASBURY  UMC 
HUGHES  MEMORIAL  UMC 
ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC/WATSON 

REV  WILLIE  LAWS 


REV  JOHN  JOHNS 
REV  BARRY  D  DENNIS 
TBS 

REV  TIMOTHY  O  LAWSON 


REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS  SR 
REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS  SR 
REV  MARK  R  MARTIN 
REV  E  EUGENE  RIVES  JR 
REV  E  EUGENE  RIVES  JR 
REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
REV  DARLENE  A  MOORE 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  ANDREWS 
REVW  ODELL  SIMMONS 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 


INGLESIDE  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
JORDAN  UMC 
NEELY  UMC 
ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 
ST  JOHN’S  UMC 
ST  LUKE’S  UMC 


REV  KIBBIE  E  HATFIELD 
REV  DOUGLAS  M  BAKER 
DR  GEORGE  CALVIN 
TREV  ARNOLD  V  BROWN 
REV  LARRY  D  O’DELL 
REV  DONALD  R  AVERY 
REV  KIMBRA  HAMMETT 


ST  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE  REV  JOSEPH  D  AWOTWI 


ST  PAUL  UMC 

DEERFORD  UMC 

UNIVERSITY  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

CLINTON  UMC 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

JACKSON  CHAPEL  UMC 

MT  CARMEL  UMC 

DAYS  UMC 

CENTER  UMC 

DARLINGTON  UMC 


REV  FRANK  BAKIN 
REV  FRANK  B  AKIN 
REV  KENNETH  W  IRBY 
REV  ANDREW  GOFF 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  KARLENE  CRAWFORD 
REVCHERLESS  H  MILLER 
REV  CHERLESS  MILLER 
REVCHERLESS  MILLER 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 


FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS  REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
ROBERTS  UMC  REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 

ST  LUKE  UMC  REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 

ST  PAUL  UMC  REV  S  CHARLES  BYRD 

CARPENTER’S  CHAPEL/GALVEZ  REV  WILLIAM  P  MINYARD 
GONZALES  UMC  REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 

ST  LANDRY  UMC  /  GONZALES  REV  DIANE  L  BENTLEY 
GREENSBURG  UMC 


WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
MAGNOLIA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 
HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 
JACKSON  UMC 
ETHEL  UMC 
KENTWOOD  UMC 
MT  HERMON  UMC 
LEE’S  LANDING  UMC 
LIVINGSTON  UMC 
LORANGER  UMC 
COOPER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
MONTPELIER  UMC 
NESOM  MEM.TICKFAW  UMC 
PINE  RIDGE  UMC 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 
SCOTT  UMC/  PORT  ALLEN 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 
FAITHFUL  UMC 
NEW  RIVER  UMC  /  ST.  AMANT 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
SLAUGHTER  UMC 
BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC/  SPILLMAN 
CONCORD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
TUNICA  UMC 
WALKER  UMC 
MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC 
FRIENDSHIP  UMC 
CORBIN  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  WILSON 
ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD 
ZACHARY  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
MAUREPAS  UMC 


REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  MICHAEL  HAMMETT 
REV  RICKY  R  WILLIS 
REV  RUSSELL  CLUNAN 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 
REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 
REV  PAUL  CARTER 
REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 
REV  EMILE  E  TOSSO,  III 
REV  EMILE  ETOSSO,  III 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  KENNETH  D  NORTON 
REV  KENNETH  D  NORTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  RODNEY  WOOTEN 
REV  JOHN  DEREK  REESE 
REV  JEFFREY  C  DUKE 
REV  W  MADISON  TURNER 
REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
TBS 

TBS  , 

REV  HEATHER  HAUSSLER 
REV  JERRY  C  EDWARDS 
REV  DANNY  BERGERON 
REV  JAMES  B  MOORE 
REV  JAMES  B  MOORE 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 
REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 


LAKE  CHARLES 

BASILE  UMC 
WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER  UMC 
CHURCH  POINT  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
EBENEZER  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
EUNICE  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 

PROSPECT  UMC  /  FLORIEN 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HAS  KIN  CHAPEL  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
ELIZABETH  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
KINDER  UMC 
OBERUN  UMC 
ELTON  UMC 
LAKE  ARTHUR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ LKCHAS 


REV  JEROLD  R  HOFFPAUIR 
REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 
REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 
REV  RICHARD  O  TEETER 
REV  JON  ETELLIFERO 
REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 
REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 
REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 
REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  ROY  A  JEFFERSON 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  MARK  THERIOT 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  DAVID  R  DEWITT 
REV  J  RICHARD  SCOTT-WELCH 
REV  EDDIE  E  MORGAN  JR 
REV  EDDIE  E  MORGAN  JR 
REV  EDDIE  E  MORGAN  JR 
REV  SUSAN  PUGH 
REV  DOUGLAS 
DEGRAFFENRIED 
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OAK  PARK  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC 
UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
WARREN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
MACEDONIA  UMC 
MERRYVILLE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  DERIDDER 
MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
OAKDALE  UMC 
PINE  PRAIRIE  UMC 
RAYMOND  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
SQUYRES  UMC 
MAPLEWOOD  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
SWEET  LAKE  UMC 
WELSH  MEM  UMC 
WELSH  UMC 
HAYES  UMC 
JONES  UMC 

MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 
WESTLAKE  UMC 

MONROE 

ANSLEY  UMC 
CENTERPOINT  UMC 
BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 
BEEKMAN  UMC 
BASKIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP 
COLLINSTON  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
MER  ROUGE  UMC 
MT  OLIVE  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
BOEUF  PRAIRIE  UMC 
LITTLE  CREEK  UMC 
CHATHAM  UMC 
CONCORD  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  COLUMBIA 
HEBERT  UMC 
CREW  LAKE  UMC 
MANGHAM  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
CROWVILLE  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC 
EPPS  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 

FARMERVILLE  UMC 

GRAYSON  UMC 

HODGE  UMC 

DODSON  UMC 

NEW  HOPE  UMC 

INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC 

MARION  UMC 

BIRD'S  CHAPEL  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC 

SALEM  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 

LEA  JOYNER  MEM  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC  /  MONROE  1 

REVEILLE  UMC 

UNION  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC  /  MONROE 
ST  MARK’S  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 

ST  PAUL’S  UMC  /  MONROE  1 

MT  NEBO  UMC 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL  UMC 

MT  SINAI  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

NEWELLTON 

FIRST  UMC/  OAK  GROVE 


REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 
REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 
REV  KARLS  KLAUS 
REV  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
TBS 

REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM  JR 

REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM  JR 
REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 
REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 
REV STEVEN W BUSH 
REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  DANIEL  P  GLEASON 
REV  JAMEY  D  LEE 
REV  JAMEY  D  LEE 
REV  KATHERINE  G  HOWELL 
REV  KATHERINE  G  HOWELL 
REV  LISA  L  TURNBULL 
REV  JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  WAYNE  G  TAYLOR 
REV  JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 
REV  MARK  GOINS 
REV  MARK  GOINS 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  TED  D  FREELAND 


REV  LESUEM  WEBB 
REV  LESUE  M  WEBB 
REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 
REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 
REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  NEWTON  M  HORNE  JR 
REV  NEWTON  M  HORNE  JR 
REV  MARCUS  GAUT 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
TBS 

REV  HOWARD  B  CHILDS 
REV  HOWARD  B  CHILDS 
REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 
REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 
REV  LETTY  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  JOSEPH  E  HAMILTON 
REV  JOSEPH  E  HAMILTON 
REV  M  ROLLY  WALKER 
REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON 
REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON 
REV  ELIZABETH  NORTHEN 
REV  ELIZABETH  NORTHEN 
TBS 

REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
TBS 

REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  ROSS  WGENGER 
REV  ROSS  W  GENGER 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  WELDON  C  BARES 
REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 
REV  MARCELLE  F  CROW 
REV  MARCELLE  F  CROW 
REV  MARY  ANNE  COLLIE 
REV  JULIET  P  SPENCER 
REV  JACKIE  HOLMES 
REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 
REVANICEN  MOSES 
REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
REVANICEN  MOSES 
REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
TBS 

REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 


PIONEER  UMC 
QUITMAN  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RAYVILLE  UMC 
HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
OAK  RIDGE  UMC 
ST  JOSEPH  UMC 
LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISLAND 
GILBERT  UMC 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO 
CLAIBORNE  UMC 
WILHITE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  W  MONROE 
MCGUIRE  UMC 
WOOD  LAWN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  WINNSBORO 
WISNER  UMC 


REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 
REV  GWENDOLYN  HOYT 
REV  GWENDOLYN  HOYT 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  BWIDEMAN 
REV  DALTON  SHOVAN 
REV  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  JONATHAN  KING 
REV SONYA GEE 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  REGINALD  COLVIN 
REV  SAMUEL  P  EMANUEL 
REV  SAMUEL  P  EMANUEL 
REV  W  SPILLER  MILTON 
REV  MICHAEL  T  HEAD 
REV  GERALD  RCRISE 
REV  WILLIAM  A  MOON  III 
REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 


NEW  ORLEANS 

WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
BELLE  CHASSE  UMC 
ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM  REV  ALAN  D  EINSEL 


REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  ALFRED  BAKEWELL 


THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRY’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
BUSH  UMC 
COVENANT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
WALDHEIM  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
FISHER  UMC 
WINAN  UMC 
HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 
GRAND  ISLE  UMC 
BOYNTON  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
EL  MESIAS 
FIRST  UMC/  KENNER 
LACOMBE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE 
NORTH  CROSS 
NEWELL  UMC 


REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  ELLEN  RALSTON 
REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 
REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 
REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 
REV  PERCELL  CHURCH  SR 
REV  FRANK  S  HARRIS 
REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 
REV  WILLIAM  A  ROWELL  JR 
REV  LAWRENCE  K  BENSON 
REV  MARK  A  BRAY 
REV  FLINT  SHEA 
REV  NOLAN  M  ROBINSON 


ST  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC  REV  JAMES  W  MITCHELL 


METAIRIE  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
BROOKS  UMC 
SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC 
CORNERSTONE  UMC 
FIRST  STREET  UMC 
GRACE  UMC 
HARTZELL  UMC 
THOMAS  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
JOHN  WESLEY  UMC 
LAHARPE  UMC 
THOMPSON  UMC 
LAKE  VISTA  UMC 


REV  RHONDA  E  FEURTADO 
REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV  H  A  HARRINGTON  JR 
DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 
REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 
REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 
REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 
REV  ABRAHAM  E  DAVIS 
REV  WALTER  B  PENNINGTON 
REV  KARL  M  CLARK 
REV  KARL  CLARK 
REV  MAX  O  ZEHNER 
REV  HELENA  WRIGHT  BUTLER 
REV  WILLIAM  L  JONES 
REV  WILLIAM  L  JONES 
REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE  III 


MT  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  REV  VICTOR  T 

MCCULLOUGH 

PHILLIPS  MEM  UMC 
ST  LUKE’S  UMC 
ST.  MARK’S  UMC 
ST  PAUL’S  UMC/  HARAHAN 
ST  JAMES  UMC/  HAHNVILLE 
PEARL  RIVER  UMC 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 
SUN  UMC 
VARNADO  UMC 
HOPE  CHAPEL  UMC 


REV  JOE  CONNELLY 
REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 
TBS 

REV  SHARON  D  ZEHNER 
REV  JOSEPH  R  WILSON 
REV  TIMOTHY  M  SMITH 
REVT  NICHOLS  EVANS  JR 
REV  JERRY  GHILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 
REV  ROY  J  PRICE 
REV  ESTER  L  HAMMOND 


SHREVEPORT 

ARCADIA  UMC 
MT  MARIAH  UMC 
ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BENTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BIENVILLE  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
COTTON  VALLEY  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
DOYLINE  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HAUGHTON  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFLIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
IDA  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
WALKER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 
SHILOH  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 


REV  RAY  R  SPILLER 
REV  RAY  R  SPILLER 
REV  VERNA  MYERS 
REV  CHARLES  R  PENUELL 
REVT  LYNN  MALONE 
REV  STEPHEN  N  FIFE 
TBS 

REV  BARRY  HUGHES 
REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL  SR 
REV  JONATHAN  BECK 
REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 
REV  EDWARD  L  COOPER 
REV  DORCAS  THORNTON 
REV  STEVEN  W  FOWLER 
REV  STEVEN  W  FOWLER 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 
REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 
TBS 

REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  CLINTON  LOVELL 
REV  S  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  THOMAS  E  DUNGAN 
REV  BENJAMIN  N  MCGEHEE 
REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  CAROL  D  HEARD 
REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 
REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  EMILE  A  ROUSSEAU 
REV  JERRY  A  MEANS 
REV  JERALD  DANZELL 
REV  M  THERESA  McCONNELL 
REV  DONNY  NEDD 
REV  EDMUN  LEE  FRANKIE 
REV  EDMUN  LEE  FRANKIE 
REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 
REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 
REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 
REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 
REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 
REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 
REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON  JR 
REV  CHERYL  NELSON 
MRS  CLARA  NORRIS 
REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
REV  DONALD  L  HUGULEY 
REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  JOE  E  HUNTER 
REV  DOUGLAS  E  MILLIRON 
REV  DOUGLAS  E  MILLIRON 
TBS 

REV  RAYMON  L  OWENS 
REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 
REV  J  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV  JUDITH  DBAZER 
REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 


GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 


LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
NORTHPOINT  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
ST  LUKES  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
SPRINGHILL  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
WHITEHALL  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 


REV  WILLIAM  WINFREY  ALLEY 
REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 
REV  ELIZABETH  LOVE  TU’UTA 
REV  DAVID  F  FORTUNA 
REV  SANDRA  B  HUBER 
REVS  BRIAN YEICH 
REV  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV  JOSEPH  M  DONAKEY 
REV  KEN  FISHER 
REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV  BURTON  F  BLAIR 
REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 
REV  TERRALT  LOWE 
REV  RICHARD  C  HOOTON 
REV  RICHARD  C  HOOTON 
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Our  Kids, 


from  page  7 


by  the  first  and  second  grade  Sunday 
School  class  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden  on  Sunday.  The  chil¬ 
dren,  with  the  help  of  their  teacher  Liz 
Frazier,  had  been  collecting  change  for 
several  weeks  for  a  gift  to  mission. 

The  children  decided  to  earmark  the 
gift  of  over  $160  to  the  “Our  Kids”  initia¬ 
tive  after  meeting  with  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director  of  Volunteers  in 
Mission  for  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
“The  group  requested  that  the  gift  be 
used  for  children  on  one  of  our  mis¬ 
sions.  After  discussing  the  possibilities, 
they  decided  that  the  gift  should  be  used 
during  our  emphasis  with  ‘Our  Kids’  in 
Dulac,  La.,”  said  Norman. 

The  adult  sponsors  for  the  class  were 
also  encouraged  to  join  the  effort  by 
scheduling  a  mission  for  the  children  to 
both  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in 
Baldwin  and  to  Dulac  to  learn  more 
about  those  missions  and  to  do  some 
hands  on  work. 

The  “Our  Kids”  task  group  will  target 
needs  in  rural,  urban  and  culturally 
diverse  settings. 

“Most  mission  teams  attempt  to  meet 
specific  needs  identified  by  the  mission¬ 
ary  or  mission  agencies  in  place  in  an 
area.  Here,  the  task  group  will  work  to 
develop  programs  that  will  change  core 


problems  caused  by  identified  needs,” 
said  Norman. 

“A  big  part  of  our  work  will  include 
fact  finding,  learning  more  about  specif¬ 
ic  legislative  needs,  health  care  issues, 
environmental  issues,  and  educational 
and  literacy  problems.  We  will  work  with 
existing  programs  in  churches,  promote 
cooperative  church  relationships,  and 
do  our  best  to  be  sure  that  whatever  is 
initiated  as  a  conference  doesn’t  die  on 
the  vine,”  said  Wofford. 

The  task  group’s  first  LAV1M  mission 
was  to  Dulac  on  Dec.  16.  The  team  will 
sponsor  conference  adult  mission  teams 
for  the  next  three  years,  followed  by  a 
family  LAVIM  team  that  following  sum¬ 
mer. 

Including  Dulac  in  2005-06,  the  mis¬ 
sions  will  serve  Shalom  Zones  in  New 
Orleans  from  2006-07,  and  the  Delta 
region  from  2007-08. 

“Our  biggest  goal  is  to  create  pilot 
program  which  can  be  easily  duplicated 
throughout  the  state.  Think  what  we  can 
do  through  this  effort!  Our  power  as  a 
connectional  denomination  is  endless,” 
said  Wofford.  “Through  these  efforts,  we 
can  teach  our  congregations  how  to 
address  systemic  issues  in  a  positive  way 
for  the  promotion  of  social  transforma¬ 
tion.” 


Next 'Discerning  the  Call' event  set  for  March 


Is  God  leading  you  in  the  direction  of 
ordained  ministry?  If  the  answer  is  “yes” 
or  “maybe,”  “Discerning  the  Call”  may 
be  for  you. 

"Discerning  the  Call,”  slated  for 
March  4-5  at  the  conference  center  in 
Woodworth,  is  an  exploration  event  for 
persons  16-25  interested  in  professional 
ministry. 

Participants  will  network  with  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  the  district 
superintendents,  clergy  and  other  pil¬ 
grims  along  the  common  journey  of  dis¬ 
cerning  a  call  to  ministry. 


Check-in  begins  Friday,  March  4  at 
8  p.m.,  with  the  opening  session  is  at 
8:30  p.m.  The  event  ends  Saturday  at 
3:30  p.m. 

“Discerning  the  Call”  is  sponsored  by 
the  La.  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

The  event  costs  $25,  and  some  schol¬ 
arships  are  available.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  or  to  register,  contact  Rev.  John  Edd 
Harper  at  (225)  346-1646.  Also,  registra¬ 
tion  forms  may  be  found  on  the  Web  at 
http://www.la- 
umc.org/discerningcall.htm. 


LSU  Wesley  students  minister  to  variety  of  needs 


The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
State  University  in  Baton  Rouge  has  cen¬ 
tered  its  activities  around  the  theme  of 
public  education  and  Christian  witness. 

A  service  retreat  with  Tulane,  Loyola 
and  Southeatem  Wesley  Foundations 
included  painting  several  classrooms  at 
Behrman  Middle  School  in  Algiers. 

The  Foundation’s  teacher  assistant 
ministry  at  University  Terrace 
Elementary  School  has  moved  into  its 
third  year  with  29  students  participating. 
At  University  Terrace,  34  languages  are 
spoken  and  94  percent  of  the  students 


are  on  the  federal  free-lunch  program. 

Student-led  covenant  groups  range 
from  Disciple  Bible  Study  to  the  topic  of 
environmental  stewardship. 

"Fun  Fridays”  have  included  a  "slip 
and  slide”  and  a  Halloween  trip  to  the 
corn  maze. 

A  mission  trip  to  Chicago  is  planned 
for  the  spring  semester,  where  the  group 
will  work  with  the  Night  Ministry  assist¬ 
ing  the  homeless.  The  group  will  also 
work  in  concert  with  the  Catholic 
Worker  House  and  the  Chicago  Food 
Bank. 


UM  pastor  preaches  at 

(UMNS)  -  Not  only  does  America 
have  a  future,  but  it  is  a  future  that  is 
good  and  full  of  hope,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  said  during  the 
National  Prayer  Service  Jan.  21. 

"We  all  have  a  future,  and  the  Bible 
tells  us  the  future  is  good,"  said  the  Rev. 
Mark  Craig,  pastor  of  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 
"The  reason  the  future  is  good  is 
because  God  loves  each  and  every  one 
of  us." 

The  National  Prayer  Service  at  the 


National  Prayer  Service 

Washington  National  Cathedral 
wrapped  up  four  days  of  inaugural  cele¬ 
brations  for  President  George  W.  Bush. 
Highland  Park  is  the  home  church  of 
George  and  Laura  Bush. 

The  interfaith  service  included 
prayers  by  Christian,  Jewish  and  Muslim 
clergy  as  well  as  choral  and  instrumental 
music. 

Rev.  Billy  Graham  led  the  opening 
prayer  of  the  service.  The  National 
Prayer  Service  is  a  tradition  set  by 
George  Washington. 


Crump  appointed  to  episcopacy  task  force 


Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  the  Task  Force  to  Study  the 
Episcopacy. 

At  the  2004  General  Conference,  it 
was  voted  that  the  Council  of  Bishops 


would  appoint  a  task  force  to  imple¬ 
ment  this  study.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  group  will  be  held  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  from  Jan.  17-18. 
The  meeting  will  be  convened  by 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 


Baton  Rouge  to  host  Sunday  School  training 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  will  host  a 
"Sunday  School  -  It’s  For  Life”  training 
event  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Denham  Springs  on  Feb.  12  from 
9  a.m.-12  noon.  The  church  is  located  at 
319  Mattie  Street,  Denham  Springs. 

Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  conference 
director  of  Christian  Education,  will  give 
an  overview  of  the  new  "Sunday  School 
-  It’s  For  Life”  emphasis  within  our  con¬ 
ference  in  addition  to  inspiring  and 
motivating  Christian  educators  to  live 
out  the  important  call  God  has  placed 
upon  their  lives. 

Age  level  workshops  will  be  offered 
for  preschool,  led  by  Nancy  Cadwallader 
and  Adele  Williamson:  lower  elementary, 
Cindy  Hall;  upper  elementary,  Christine 
Hutchinson:  junior  high,  Robert  Manes; 
senior  high,  Patti  Riche;  and  adult  class¬ 


es,  Harper. 

Participants  will  be  challenged  to 
think  creatively  in  a  workshop  led  by 
Charlotte  Napper  focusing  on  the  rota¬ 
tional  model  and  other  exciting  new 
approaches. 

In  addition,  a  workshop  on  small 
group  ministries  will  be  led  by  Jackie 
Campbell.  A  Cokesbury  Resource  area 
will  be  available  for  purchase  of  books, 
materials,  and  curriculum. 

To  register,  send  a  $5  check  made 
payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
to:  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  by 
Monday,  Feb.  7.  Include  your  name, 
local  congregation,  phone  number, 
email  and  indicate  which  class  you  will 
be  attending  (i.e.  small  group  min¬ 
istries). 


Did  you  know... 


There  are  73  students  from 
Louisiana  currently  attending  semi¬ 
nary.  Please  remember  to  pray  for 
these  persons  as  they  are  trans¬ 
formed  by  God’s  Holy  Spirit  through 
their  seminary  classes  and  experi¬ 
ences. 

Those  attending  Asbury  School  of 
Theology  are: 

Coney  DeHart 
Sonya  Lars 
John  LaCroix 
Frank  Pennington 
Carol  Civils 
LaMarylis  Cotton 
Nathaniel  Langford 
Melanie  Martin 
Susan  Ferguson 
Jeremy  Jones 
Cynthia  Shahan 
Mary  Ann  Stewart 
Shannon  Sumral 


Kim  Ratliff 
Kenneth  Klemme 
Brian  Mercer 
Andy  Durbin 
Joseph  Wilson 
John  Robert  Black 
Peter  Bollinger 
Clinton  Lovell 

Those  attending  Candler  School  of 
Theology  are: 

Juan  Carlos  Huertas 
David  Buchholz 
Joseph  Robideaux 
Jo  Beth  Kee-Rees 
Lane  Cotton  Winn 
Patricia  Bates 
Mollie  McGee 

This  prayer  list  is  provided  by  the 
office  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 


r  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  ————————  —  —  —  —  —  —  h 

;  Ask  and  you  shall  receive!  \ 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
i  will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along  i 

1  to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  ■ 

•  Name _  I 

Address -  . 

I  Telephone _  i 

Church _  1 

I  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  ( 

l  □  $15  (One  year)  • 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 

- _____ - - ____________ __J 


January  28, 2005 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


7 


Churches  that  paid  100  percent  plus  special  offerings 


The  following  is  a  list  of  pastors  and  churches  which, 
in  addition  to  paying  100  percent  of  their  2004  appor¬ 
tionment,  paid  something  in  each  of  the  Special 
Offerings  and  Advance  Special  Offerings. 


ACADIANA 

FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 


BATON  ROUGE 

FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

INGLESIDE  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
ST  ANDREW’S  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC  /  PRIDE 
CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 


REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  KIRBY  A  VERRETT 
REV  K  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  BARBARA 
BEAUMONT 
REV  SONYA  LARS 


REV  THOMAS  A  DUNBAR 
REV  WILLIAM  K 
MCDONALD 
REV  JASON  W  JACOB 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 


REV  E  EUGENE  RIVES  JR 
REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  H 
ANDREWS 

REV  KIBBIE  E  HATFIELD 
REV  DOUGLAS  M  BAKER 
REV  LARRY  D  O’DELL 
REV  E  EUGENE  RIVES  JR 
REV  KENNETH  R 
BOWMAN 
REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 
REV  DIANE  L  BENTLE 


FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
ZACHARY  UMC 
ST  LANDRY  UMC  /  GONZALES 


WILTON  UMC 
EMMANUEL  UMC 
ASBURYUMC/  NATCHITOCHES 


LAKE  CHARLES 

ROANOKE  UMC 

BRANCH  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LKCHAS 

OAK  PARK  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 

MONROE 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 
ST  PAUL’S  UMC  /  MONROE 

FIRST  UMC/  WINNSBORO 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
GRETNA  UMC 
METAIRIE  UMC 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST  LUKE’S  UMC 
PEARL  RIVER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SUDELL 


REV  KATHERINE  G 
HOWELL 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 
REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  DOUGLAS 
DEGRAFFENRIED 
REV ROGER H 
TEMPLETON 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
TBS 


REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  RICHARD  H 
HUMPHRIES 
REV  WILLIAM  A  MOON  III 
REV  DALTON  R  SHOVAN 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REVAWAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  B  WI DEMAN 


REV  ALAN  D  EINSEL 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  FRANK  S  HARRIS  in 
REV RHONDA E 
FEURTADO 

REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 
REV  TIMOTHY  M  SMITH 
REV  JERRY  G  HILBUN 


HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC  REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 


SHREVEPORT 

OAK  GROVE  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 

LOGANSPORT  UMC 
WALKER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 

PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 

VIVIAN  UMC 

SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 


REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL  SR 
REV  STEPHEN  N  FIFE 
REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 
REV  STEVEN  W  FOWLER 
REV  STEVEN  W  FOWLER 
REV  JUDITH  D  BAZER 
REV  RICHARD  C  HOOTON 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  M  THERESA 
McConnell 

REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

REV  RICHARD  L 

COCKBURN 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  STEVEN  M 

SPURLOCK 

REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

DR  R  PAT  DAY 

REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 

REV  DAVID  F  FORTUNA 

REV  W  MARK 

STRICKLAND 

REV  RAMONALYNN 

BETHLEY 

REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  DONNY  NEDD 


UMCOR  in  relief  effort  for  long  haul 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  How  well  do 
relief  operations  follow  through  with 
rehabilitation  after  “mega-disasters” 
such  as  the  earthquake  and  tsunamis 
that  swept  the  Indian  Ocean  Dec.  26? 

The  New  York  Times  posed  that  ques¬ 
tion  in  a  front-page  story  Jan.  11,  using 
as  examples  the  1998  hurricane  Mitch  in 
Honduras,  the  2000  floods  in 
Mozambique  and  the  2003  earthquake 
in  Iran.  The  story  described  unfinished 
housing  dotting  the  Honduran  land¬ 
scape  and  uncompleted  projects  in 
Bam,  Iran.  “We  are  abandoned,”  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  said. 

“In  big,  complex  recoveries  from 
mega-disasters,  we  plan  to  be  in  place 
for  a  long  time  -  for  years,”  said  Rev. 
Kristin  Sachen  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

“Our  volunteers  are  still  rebuilding 
houses  in  the  Honduran  towns  of 
Tegucigalpa,  Subriana  and  LaCeibita,” 
said  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  UMCOR’s 
chief  executive.  “We  sent  45  teams  to 
Honduras  in  2004  and  have  even  more 
scheduled  for  2005.  In  Iran,  through 
grants  to  our  partner,  the  International 
Blue  Crescent,  UMCOR  continues  to 
minister  to  children  in  Bam.” 

UMCOR  has  also  built  housing  units 
in  Cuba  with  funds  donated  for 
Hurricane  Mitch  recovery.  In  2004, 20 
families  in  a  small  fishing  town  at  the 
west  edge  of  Havana  moved  into  new 
apartments  and  another  100  received 
upgraded  water  service  as  a  result  of 
UMCOR  work  there  -  six  years  after  the 
hurricane  struck. 

United  Methodist  donations  are  still 


at  work  in  Mozambique,  another  coun¬ 
try  mentioned  in  the  Times.  Floods  in 
2000  devastated  whole  villages.  UMCOR 
helped  build  houses  in  the  new  village  of 
Mangoanine  for  70  families  that  lost 
both  their  homes  and  land.  A  second 
project  begun  later  in  Bantu  involves 
building  138  flood-resistant  brick  homes 
using  a  brick-making  machine  pur¬ 
chased  by  UMCOR.  Landmine  removal 
and  school  construction  are  ongoing 
projects  across  the  country. 

“United  Methodists  are  extremely 
generous  in  responding  to  disasters,” 
Sachen  said.  “This  means  wre  can  stay 
with  people  as  long  as  it  takes  to  get 
them  back  on  their  feet.  It’s  the  way 
United  Methodists  do  things  -  having 
the  patience  to  stay  with  the  most  vul¬ 
nerable,  however  long  it  takes.  We  don't 
quit." 

Cash  gifts  will  help  UMCOR  continue 
to  support  local  relief  efforts  in  the 
South  Asia  disaster  area  as  well  as  other 
regions.  One  hundred  percent  of  every 
donation  to  any  appeal,  including 
“South  Asia  Emergency,"  UMCOR 
Advance  #274305,  goes  to  support  recov¬ 
ery  efforts  in  the  disaster-stricken 
regions. 

Donors  may  place  checks  in  the  col¬ 
lection  plate  on  Sunday  morning,  or 
mail  them  to  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA,  70802.  The  Internal  Revenue 
Service  will  allow  donors  to  decide 
whether  to  apply  tsunami  relief  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  2004  or  2005  tax  years,  as 
long  as  the  gift  designated  for  2004  is 
made  by  Jan.  31. 


Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  above,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  surveys 
the  damage  in  Banda  Aceh, 
Indonesia,  after  the  Dec.  26 
tsunami. UMCOR  is  committed 
to  aiding  the  long-term  recov¬ 
ery  of  the  region.  At  left, 
Syntrudin  (right)  and 
Ramadham  pick  their  way 
through  streets  clogged  with 
debris  in  Banda  Aceh. 

UMNS  photos  by  Mike  DuBose. 
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Rob  Fairly,  vice  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation,  above,  welcomes 
more  than  60  people,  including  those  from  28  United  Methodist  Churches,  to 
the  "Good  Sense"  Ministry  Workshop  held  January  22  in  Baton  Rouge.  Led  by 
Dick  Towner,  director  of  the  "Good  Sense"  Stewardship  Movement  of  Willow 
Creek  Association,  this  was  the  first  of  two  workshops  sponsored  by  the 
Foundation,  Centenary  College  and  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Attendees  were  both  pastors  and  lay  leaders  interested  in  learning  how  to  edu¬ 
cate  their  congregations  about  God-honoring,  personal  financial  management. 
The  next  workshop  will  be  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  on  Feb.  12. 
For  more  information  or  to  download  a  registration  form,  go  to  www.umf.org  or 
call  (225)  346-1535. 


Mission  school  seeks  entries  for  logo  competition 


The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  is  looking  for  designs 
for  the  program  cover  for  this  year’s 
school. 

All  entries  must  be  submitted  by 
Feb.  15. 

The  chosen  logo  will  be  used  for  the 
cover  of  the  West  Gulf  Regional  School 
program  book  and  is  usually  chosen  by 
Conference  Schools  of  Mission,  also.  It 
may  be  used  on  a  banner  and  power 
point  presentation.  Logos  that  are  not 
chosen  for  the  cover  will  be  displayed  in 


other  ways  and  the  persons  submitting 
will  be  recognized. 

This  year’s  theme  is  "Cornerstones  for 
Hope.”  The  logo  design  is  to  illustrate 
the  artist’s  concept  of  the  current  theme. 

Specific  guidelines  must  be  followed 
for  submission. 

Also,  a  copyright  authorization  and 
agreement  must  be  signed.  For  this 
information,  please  contact  Lana  R 
Lathan,  La.  Conference  SPR,  131  Ogden 
Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806-5013  or 
call  (225)  383-4380. 


West  Monroe  church  recruiting  for  service  projects 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe  is  enlisting  youth,  grades  eight 
through  12,  and  their  adult  leaders,  to 
enjoy  a  week  of  mission  work  in  our 
community. 

In  luly,  more  than  a  hundred  youth 
will  gather  together  to  work  in  "God 
Squad”  teams,  consisting  of  6-8  youth 
and  God  Squad  Leaders,  on  home-reno¬ 
vation  projects. 

Work  on  the  projects  will  begin  in  the 
early  morning  while  it  is  a  bit  cooler  and 
will  end  in  the  mid  afternoon  before  it 
gets  too  hot. 

You  may  have  two  short  projects  or 
one  week-long  project.  God  Squads  will 
work  for  four  days  on  their  homes  under 


the  direction  of  their  “Tech  Angels.” 

During  the  evening,  the  youth  will 
participate  in  recreational  activities  and 
awesome  worship  services.  And,  of 
course,  they  will  be  served  delicious 
food  throughout  the  week.  Youth  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  get  to  know 
other  volunteers  from  Louisiana  and 
Oklahoma.  Throughout  the  week,  youth 
and  leaders  will  learn  new  skills,  meet 
new  people,  and  become  closer  to  God. 
Please  visit  our  website 
http:/ /www.fumcwm.org  or  contact 
Tonya  Hamilton  at  (318)  387-0511  or 
Tonya@fumcwm.org.  Cost  is  $150  per 
person  which  covers  cost  of  building 
material,  lodging,  meals  and  recreation. 


'Off'  switch  may  be  best 
shield  against  indecency 

(UMNS)  -  The  answer  to  the  national 
debate  over  decency  in  the  media  might 
be  simple:  Control  the  remote,  lest  the 
remote  control  you. 

Turn  the  television  off,  some  say. 
Others  argue  the  media  is  too  pervasive 
to  ignore.  They  demand  programming 
changes,  as  well  as  heavier  penalties  for 
those  who  violate  Federal 
Communications  Commission  decency 
standards. 

Pressure  behind  both  courses  has 
built  since  the  now-infamous  Super 
Bowl  halftime  show  Feb.  1  that  ended 
with  singer  Justin  Timberlake  exposing 
Janet  Jackson's  right  breast  to  millions  of 
viewers.  More  than  half  a  million  people 
filed  complaints,  driving  the  current 
wave  of  concern  about  broadcast  inde¬ 
cency. 

Christian  organizations  and  secular 
groups  petitioned  for  higher  fines  — 
from  the  current  penalty  of  $27,500  to 
$550,000  per  infraction  —  for  media 
outlets  that  break  the  rules. 

But  is  media  decency  a  faith  issue? 

"Everything  is  a  faith  issue,"  says 
Philip  Patterson,  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Communication  at 
Oklahoma  Christian  University  and 
author  of  The  Electronic  Millstone: 
Christian  Parenting  in  a  Media  Age. 

"Scripture  tells  us  to  ‘test  everything.’ 

I  think  that  applies  to  the  media  I 
watch,"  Patterson  says. 

Teresa  Tomeo  agrees  —  a  realization 
that  cost  her  a  high-profile  career. 

Tomeo,  of  Detroit,  anchored  the 
evening  news  at  a  network  affiliate, 
delivering  what  she  called  ‘the  daily  vio¬ 
lence  report.’  But  the  business,  and  the 
role  she  thought  she  had  played  in  sen¬ 
sationalizing  violence  and  tragedy,  took 
a  toll  on  her  once-solid  faith. 


What's  Your  Excuse 
for  not 

writing  a  will? 


Writing  a  will  can  be  as  simple  as  making  lists  of 
your  assets,  liabilities  and  those  individuals  and 
institutions  for  whom  you  would  like  to  make  a  difference  after 
your  lifetime.  Without  a  will,  your  loved  ones  could  lose 
control  over  your  belongings  or  assets  after  death.  Wills  are  for 
everyone,  not  just  the  wealthy. 

Do  you  need  help  getting  started  with  a  will?  Do  you  need  to 
update  your  will?  Our  FREE  will  information  kit  can  help. 

For  your  free  will  information  kit,  contact  us: 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


NITED 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


■■■■■■■■I 


VOL.  6,  NO.  3 


L°U,S,ANJf/£/  ,/  & 

MI  Wf  I  M  OPPORTUNITIES  AND 

If  ■  If  If  WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA  February  1 1 , 2005 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.on  June  8. 


TakirV  It  to  the  Streets' 
events  set  for  late  spring 

“Takiri  it  to  the  Streets,”  an  initia¬ 
tive  of  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission,  is 
planning  two  events  for  the  spring  of 
2005. 

Volunteers  will  come  together  to 
build  wheelchair  ramps  for  the  elderly 
and  those  in  need  in  die  Pineville  and 
Clinton  areas.  The  event  hosted  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pineville  is  slated  for  May  13-15  and 
the  second  event  will  be  held  out  of 
First  UMC,  Clinton  from  April  22-24. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
register,  contact  First  UMC,  Pineville 
at  (318)  640-1050  or  First  UMC, 
Clinton  at  (225)  683-5472. 

On  the  Journey  /2 


Applications  available  for  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  awards 


Tsunami  aid  / 8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


The  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship,  presented  annually,  is  given 
to  Louisiana  United  Methodists  planning 
to  attend  Centenary  College  or  Dillard 
University. 

Candidacy  is  open  to  Louisiana  high 
school  seniors  and  college  students  who 
have  a  2.5  or  better  grade  point  average. 
The  scholarship  is  renewable  each  year 
for  four  years,  but  application  must  be 
made  each  year  to  the  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarship  Conference 


Chairperson. 

The  application  deadline  is  March  1  of 
each  year. 

The  amount  of  money  awarded  varies 
each  year.  Currendy,  the  award  is  worth 
$1,100  per  year.  The  number  of  scholar¬ 
ships  given  varies  depending  on  the 
amount  of  funds  raised  each  year  by  the 
seven  Districts. 

To  apply,  obtain  and  fill  out  an  appli¬ 
cation  form  available  at  your  local 
District  Office,  the  La.  Conference  Area 


Offices,  or  the  scholarship  chairperson, 
Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger. 

"We  are  asking  pastors  and  volunteers 
serving  with  youth  to  pass  the  word 
about  this  scholarship  opportunity.  The 
deadline  is  approaching  and  we  are 
accepting  applications  now,"  said 
Kreutziger. 

Please  send  all  applications  to:  Dr. 
Sarah  Kreutziger,  Board  of  Laity:  La. 
United  Methodist  Church,  135  East 
Livingston  PL,  Metairie,  LA  70005. 


Shalom 


uture  Ho 

SLALOM 

grandparent 

association 

RSI  street  UNITED  METHOMST  church 


JoAnn  Cook-Sawyer  and  Rev.  Abraham  Davis  of  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  stand  in 
front  of  housing  the  church  renovated  specifically  for 
grandparents  raising  their  grandchildren,  top.  Above, 
Cook-Sawyer  shows  off  one  of  the  new  kitchens. 

Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Housing  aids  grandparents 
raising  their  grandchildren 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  sits  in 
the  middle  of  an  impoverished,  crime  ridden  area  of  the  city. 
Local  parents  struggle  with  unemployment,  drugs  and  safety 
issues  while  raising  their  children  in  this  harsh,  urban  setting. 

In  an  effort  to  reach  out  to  families,  First  Street  UMCs 
Grandparents  Custodial  Housing  Project  was  recently  complet¬ 
ed.  A  four-plex  unit,  located  at  1908  First  St.,  will  soon  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  grandparents  raising  their  grandchildren. 

"Families  are  being  pulled  apart  through  drug  use,  incarcera¬ 
tion  and  even  the  death  of  one  or  more  parents.  Through  the 
Shalom  Zone  Community,  Inc.  initiative  at  First  Street  UMC,  we 
recognized  the  increasing  need  for  suitable  housing  for  grand¬ 
parents  who  were  finding  themselves  suddenly  in  the  position 
of  rearing  their  children's  children,"  said  Rev.  Abraham  Davis, 
pastor  of  First  Street  UMC. 

Initially,  the  Shalom  project  planned  to  renovate  a  property 
owned  by  the  church  and  located  right  across  the  street.  Sadly, 
the  building  was  lost  through  arson. 

Undaunted,  the  Shalom  Zone  Community  board  of  directors 
and  leaders  of  First  Street  UMC  located  another  building  two 
houses  down  from  the  original  site.  The  large,  single  dwelling 
home  has  been  converted  into  a  four-plex  with  three  bedrooms 
in  each  unit.  A  total  of  20  people  can  live  in  the  facility,  which 
will  be  overseen  by  the  Shalom  Zone  Community  project. 

"This  is  a  dream  come  true  for  these  grandparents.  Imagine 
raising  your  grandchildren  in  an  environment  where  housing  is 
substandard  and  there  are  no  resources  to  help  out  with  this 
overwhelming  task.  Living  in  this  facility  not  only  puts  a  decent 
roof  over  their  heads,  it  provides  a  relationship  with  the  people 
of  First  Street  UMC.  Through  our  outreach  programs,  volun¬ 
teers  have  provided  tutoring,  mentoring  and  after-school  pro¬ 
grams  for  years.  With  this  housing  initiative,  grandparents  living 
in  the  four-plex  can  take  advantage  of  these  programs  and  find 
help  with  the  job  of  raising  young  children,"  said  JoAnn  Cook- 
Sawyer,  president  of  the  board  for  First  Street's  Shalom  Zone 
Community. 

In  addition  to  enthusiastic  First  Street  UMC  church  mem¬ 
bers,  outreach  program  volunteers  hail  from  other  groups  and 
institutions  throughout  New  Orleans.  "We  have  a  group  of  shi- 
dents  from  Tulane  University  who  are  very  committed  to  the 
kids  participating  in  our  after-school  and  mentoring  programs. 
They  have  been  instrumental  in  setting  up  and  conducting  our 
See  Shalom  Zone,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"O  Abide  With  Me" 


Life  can  be  difficult.  There  are 
many  turns  taken  down  this  pathway 
we  call  “living”  that  are  enough  to  flip 
any  vehicle  carrying  the  human  soul. 
Sometimes  it  is  an  all-out  effort  just  to 
keep  our  perspective  synchronized 
with  the  mind  of  Christ,  which  we  are 
told  to  do  as  followers  of  his. 

On  Friday  of  last  week  we  had  the 
diagnosis  confirmed  for  Kay's  father 
that  he  has  terminal  lung  cancer.  Just 
writing  those  words  sounds  harsh  to 
me.  The  word  “terminal”  itself  can  be 
a  very  threatening  word  when  it  is 
related  to  our  health.  It  sounds  fine 
when  related  to  our  academic  degree 
structure.  But  when  used  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  our  life,  it  is  a  cold  and 
unwelcome  word.  And  when  we  hear 
it  we  recoil  into  ourselves  and  begin  to 
think  of  our  own  mortality  and  just 
when  will  that  word  be  applied  to  us. 

This  time  last  year  -  early  on  Mardi 
Gras  morning  to  be  exact  -  we  received 
the  middle  of  the  night  phone  call  say¬ 
ing  that  my  mother  had  suffered  a 
heart  attack  and  wasn't  expected  to 
live  and  that  we  should  come  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Hobbs,  New  Mexico.  Now,  this 
Mardi  Gras  we  are  dealing  with  the 
news  that  our  last  living  parent  is 
about  to  walk  into  his  final  sunset  as 
well.  Yes,  it  can  be  tough. 

I  was  interested  in  reading  in  the 
February  6,  2005  edition  of  The 
Advocate  (the  Baton  Rouge  paper) 
about  a  researcher  who  has  dedicated 
his  career  to  helping  those  afflicted 
with  the  fatal  “Lou  Gehrig's  Disease.” 
This  neurologist,  Dr.  Richard  Olney, 
has  been  stricken  with  the  very  disease 
he  has  researched  so  diligently  and  for 
which  he  has  sought  to  find  a  cure  or 
at  least  a  respite  from  its  devastating 
effects.  Dr.  Olney' s  wife,  Paula,  was 
quoted  in  the  article  in  this  manner: 
“I'm  so  mad  at  God,”  Paula  says,  spit¬ 
ting  out  a  bitter  laugh  when  asked  if 
religion  played  any  coping  role.  “How 
can  he  be  so  mean?  This  is  such  a 
royal  shaft” 

“A  royal  shaft.”  Now  that's  a 
descriptive  thought!  Who  could  be 
more  “royal”  than  the  creator  of  the 
universe?  But  is  illness  and  death  “a 
royal  shaft?” 

On  the  way  to  worship,  with  Paula 
Olney' s  statement  in  my  mind  and 
struggling  with  my  own  ruminations 
concerning  our  beloved  father/father- 
in  law,  I  heard  Garrison  Keillor  ask  his 
audience  to  sing  a  hymn  together.  I 
was  glad.  I  needed  a  hymn  about 
then.  And  the  hymn  began: 

“Abide  with  me;  fast  falls  the  even¬ 
tide; 

The  darkness  deepens;  Lord,  with 
me  abide. 

When  other  helpers  fail  and  com¬ 
forts  flee, 

Help  of  the  helpless,  O  abide  with 
me.” 

-  Henry  F.  Lyte,  1847 


Of  course! 

When  other  helpers 
fail  and  comforts 
flee,  God  is  the 
helper  of  the  help¬ 
less  and  stands 
with  us  in  the  midst 
of  all  that  has  “gone 
wrong”  and  besets 
our  soul  and  God 
gives  us  comfort. 

The  opening  hymn  at  worship 
spoke  further  to  me: 

“To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things 
he  hath  done! 

So  loved  he  the  world  that  he  gave 
us  his  Son, 

Who  yielded  his  life  atonement  for 
sin, 

And  opened  the  life-gate  that  all 
may  go  in. 

Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord,  let 
the  earth  hear  his  voice! 

Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord,  let 
the  people  rejoice! 

O  come  to  the  Father  thru  Jesus  the 
Son,  and  give  him  the  glory, 

great  things  he  hath  done! 

-  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  1875 

Now,  if  anything,  things  were  much 
more  crude  and  difficult  in  1847  and 
1875,  but  faith  in  God  was  not  small. 
Faith  in  God  was  known  to  be  the  only 
thing  that  is  there  for  us  in  the  end  of 
all  ends.  “God  is  faithful  and  just”  and 
Jesus  will  be  with  us  always,  “to  the 
close  of  the  age.” 

I  left  worship,  having  received  Holy 
Communion  and  having  heard  the 
gospel  proclaimed,  knowing  that  God 
is  good,  faithful  and  the  final  end 
toward  which  all  life  moves.  Praise  be 
to  God! 

Oh,  by  the  way,  my  father-in-law, 
now  92  years  young,  sang  a  solo  for  his 
own  church  service  today.  Guess  what 
he  sang?  “I'll  Tell  the  World  That  I'm  a 
Christian”.  Now  what  can  I  say  to  that? 
He's  the  one  with  the  terminal  illness. 
He's  the  one  witnessing  to  the  strength 
of  his  faith.  He's  the  one  who  will  be 
singing  for  God  until  his  lungs  will  not 
allow  him  to  do  it  any  longer.  I  don't 
believe  he  would  say  he  has  received 
the  “royal  shaft.”  He'd  say  he  has 
received  the  Royal  Treatment!  He  has 
been  made  a  child  of  the  living  and 
loving  God  and  no  one  and  no  disease 
can  change  that.  He  has  already 
stepped  from  death  to  life  through 
Christ  Jesus  (John  5:24)  and  his  tomor¬ 
rows  will  be  glorious,  just  as  his  todays 
have  been  faith-filled.  I'm  glad  his 
journey  has  touched  mine  and  helped 
me  see  the  bigger  picture. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Childcare  provisions  for  Annual  Conference  outlined 


The  Annual  Conference  Agenda 
Committee  is  notifying  all  persons 
attending  Annual  Conference  that 
child  care  will  be  provided  for  all 
business  sessions  and  worship  servic¬ 
es. 

Child  Care  will  include: 

1)  Care  for  children  ages  3  months 
through  12  years  (sixth  grade) 

2)  Vacation  Bible  School  for  school 
age  children 

3)  Lunch 

All  children  will  have  to  be  pre¬ 
registered.  Please  be  on  the  look  out 


for  further  details  and  the  registration 
form  in  the  pre-conference  report 
received  at  the  end  of  March.  Forms 
will  be  due  back  Monday,  May  2,  with 
a  pre-registration  fee  so  that  we  can 
provide  the  proper  amount  of  super¬ 
vision  for  the  children  attending. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  safe  and 
reliable  child  care  to  those  with 
young  children  and  thus  encourage 
more  full  participation  among  those 
with  families.  We  hope  that 
Conference  members  will  utilize  this 
service. 


Joyce  Robinson,  a  member  of  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church,  serves  as  a 
mentor  for  the  Justine  Brown  family,  residing  in  the  Brownlee  Apartments  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Justine  and  her  four  children  were  taken  in  under  the  "Friends  of 
Families"  program,  designed  to  give  love,  compassion  and  assistance  to  families 
that  are  making  adjustments  back  to  everyday  life.  During  the  holiday  season, 
one  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  of  Broadmoor  UMC  chose  to  be  a  part  of 
that  spiritual  enrichment  to  the  Brown  family  by  donating  toys,  clothing  and 
food.  Robinson,  a  volunteer  for  "Friends  of  Families,"  said,  "This  is  a  blessing  to 
families  like  the  Brown's  and  others  that  live  in  the  complex. This  much  needed 
program  helps  orient,  rehabilitate  and  help  families  on  their  path  to  independ¬ 
ence,  reshaping  their  lives  more  constructively."  Robinson,  at  left,  is  pictured 
above  with  Carol  Anding  and  the  Brown  family. 
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The  annual  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  Team  Leader  Training  was  held  at 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  Jan.  21-22.  Sixty-five  new  team  leaders  were 
instructed  in  such  areas  as  safety,  procedural,  legal  and  cultural  considerations, 
as  well  as  specifics  for  medical,  VBS  or  construction  needs  for  conference, 
national  and  international  missions.  These  new  team  leaders  join  more  than  75 
who  were  trained  and  certified  for  two  years  in  2004.  In  all,  more  than  80  teams 
will  depart  from  our  Conference  in  2005.  Additional  teams  are  added  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Contact  the  LAVIM  offices  or  the  La.  Conference  website  for  updat¬ 
ed  information.  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  served  as  Spiritual  Director  for  the  training 
and  LAVIM  Director  conducted  the  training  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Ann 
Sutton,  LAVIM  Advisory  Committee  Chair,  Willie  Berman,  Mexico  VIM  Director 
and  Dr.  Elias  Laura,  Medical  Assistant  for  Mexico  VIM.  Above,  Hilbun  shares  a 
mission  lesson  with  team  leaders  as  Ann  Sutton  enacts  the  part  of  Lazarus. 


Grants  for  ministry  to  sick  and  poor  available 


A  grant  program  to  provide  financial 
support  to  non-profit  groups  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  sick,  the  poor,  or  pro¬ 
moting  Christian  unity  is  in  place  with 
The  Military  and  Hospitaller  Order  of 
Saint  Lazarus  of  Jerusalem's  Grand 
Commandery  of  the  South. 

Lazarus'  Commandery  of  the  South 
provides  one-time  grants  in  amounts  of 
up  to  $5,000  to  not  for  profit  (501C3) 
organizations. 

Grant  seekers  are  encouraged  to  pres¬ 
ent  imaginative  solutions  as  well  as  tra¬ 
ditional  approaches  to  age-old  problems 
relating  to  the  sick,  the  poor  or  ecumeni¬ 
cal  understanding.  Lazarus  also  wel¬ 
comes  requests  for  “in-kind”  assistance. 

Funds  will  be  available  to  non-profit 
groups  that  offer  projects  intended 
directly  to  benefit  persons  in  Louisiana. 

Grant  applications  will  be  reviewed 
twice  a  year  by  the  Commandery 
Hospitaller  Committee. 

In  the  spring,  applications  will  be 
received  from  March  1  -  April  30th.  In 
the  fall,  applications  will  be  received 


from  Aug.  1-Sept.  30th.  The  committee's 
recommendations  will  then  go  before 
the  Commandery  Board  in  May  and  in 
October  for  approval  in  allocating  the 
grant  funds. 

The  Lazarus  Organization  in 
announcing  the  grants  said,  “We  are 
soliciting  ideas  from  qualified  non-prof¬ 
its  in  an  effort  to  let  them  know  we  have 
these  funds  available,  and  we  are  happy 
to  send  our  complete  guidelines  to  any¬ 
one  who  needs  them”. 

For  information  on  the  grant  process, 
contact  the  Hospitaller  by  email  or  by 
mail.  Grant  application  forms  will  be 
sent  to  interested  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tions. 

The  Military  and  Hospitaller  Order  of 
Saint  Lazarus  of  Jerusalem  is  a  nine-cen- 
tury-old  ecumenical  Christian  order 
committed  to  service  to  the  sick  and  to 
the  poor  as  well  as  to  Christian  evangel¬ 
ism  throughout  the  world.  The  Order's 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  South  has  as 
its  particular  interest  service  to  people  in 
Louisiana. 


Southern  Wesley  to  celebrate  34th  anniversary 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  New  Orleans  District 

Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge  Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson 
will  be  celebrating  it's  34th  anniver-  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  All  are 

sary  on  Feb.  19,  at  1 1  a.m.  invited  to  attend. 


'Peace  With  Justice'  grant  deadline  March  1 


The  La.  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  will  meet  Sat.,  March  5  at 
10  a.m.  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  to  review  grant 
requests  from  the  Peace  With  Justice 
Fund. 

Grant  requests  should  be  sent  to  Rev. 


Abraham  Davis,  4212  Annette  St.,  New 
Orleans,  70122  by  March  1. 

Application  forms  are  available  from 
Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  (225)  336-9801,  fax 
(225)  334-0650,  jpwood929@aol.com,  or 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Churches  omitted  from  apportionment  list 

The  following  churches  were  left  off  the  list  that  recently  ran  in  Louisiana  Now! 
indicating  all  conference  churches  that  paid  1 00  percent  of  their  apportion¬ 
ments.  They  are  as  follows: 

Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  Rev.James  Ryan  Horton 

Tallulah  United  Methodist  Church  Rev.  Paul  Sabin 


Did  You 

Editor's  Note:  “Did  You  Know..." is  a 
regular  column  from  the  Office  of 
Christian  Educauon. 

The  season  of  Lent,  which  follows 
Epiphany,  begins  forty  days  before 
Easter,  not  counting  Sundays.  The 
first  day  of  Lent  is  called  Ash 
Wednesday.  On  this  day  in  many 
churches  people  have  the  sign  of  the 
cross  marked  on  their  foreheads  with 
ashes  as  a  reminder  that  Jesus  died 
on  the  cross  for  us.  Lent  ends  at  sun¬ 
down  on  Holy  Saturday,  the  day 
before  Easter.  The  word  Lent  comes 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  meaning 
“spring.”  It  is  a  time  when  we  prepare 
for  Easter,  the  celebration  of  Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

Purple  is  the  liturgical  color  during 
Lent  and  it  reminds  us  to  prepare  by 
focusing  on  the  things  we  have  done 
wrong  and  then  repenting  or  turning 
our  lives  around  and  changing.  The 
cross  or  a  nail  or  even  a  crown  of 
thorns  can  all  be  used  as  a  symbol  of 
Lent. 

Lent  is  traditionally  a  time  of 
repentance,  a  time  to  admit  to  God 
the  things  we  have  done  wrong,  tell 
God  we  are  sorry,  and  ask  God  to  for- 


Know... 

give  us.  In  addition  to  admitting  we 
have  done  something  wrong,  saying 
we  are  sorry,  and  asking  for  forgive¬ 
ness,  repentance  means  trying  very 
hard  to  change.  Repentance  means 
to  turn  around  toward  God.  During 
Lent  some  people  spend  extra  time  in 
study,  reading  the  Bible,  and  in 
prayer  to  help  them  realize  areas  in 
their  life  they  need  to  change.  Others 
give  up  something  that  is  important 
to  them  to  remind  them  of  the  sacri¬ 
fice  Jesus  made  on  the  cross.  Still 
other  people  do  something  extra  to 
help  others  as  a  reminder  of  how 
Jesus  served  others.  All  of  these 
things  are  ways  of  preparing  for 
Easter. 

During  Lent  we  also  remember  the 
last  days  of  Jesus’  life.  Talk  about 
Palm  Sunday;  read  Mark  11:1-10. 
Remember  Jesus’  Last  Supper  with 
his  friends,  the  disciples,  and  read  the 
Scripture  found  in  Matthew  26:20-29. 
Tell  the  story  of  Jesus’  death  by  read¬ 
ing  Luke  23:33-43.  Look  at  the  ways 
your  church  prepares  for  and  experi¬ 
ences  Lent  and  Easter  and  participate 
in  the  various  events  and  activities 
provided. 


Video  on  caring  for  church  heritage  available 


"Memory  and  Ministry:  Caring  for 
Your  Church's  Heritage"  is  a  30 -minute 
video  which  helps  local  church  histori¬ 
ans  determine  the  work  they  need  to  do 
to  preserve  the  congregation's  historical 
records,  documents,  photographs  and 
artifacts. 

A  helpful  guide  accompanies  the 
video.  Viewers  are  also  encouraged  to 


secure  the  guidelines  booklet  for  the 
local  church  historian  entitled  "Caring 
for  Your  Church's  Heritage,"  available 
from  Cokesbury. 

The  video  is  $13.75,  including  ship¬ 
ping  and  handling,  and  can  be  ordered 
from  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.,  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37203  or  call  (800)  251- 
4091. 


The  West  Feliciana  Parish  Civic  Club  honored  Rev.  Harold  B.  Babin  and  Patricia 
Pope  Babin  as  Citizens  of  the  Year  for  2004.  Harold  Babin  has  served  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church  as  pastor  for  more  than  32  years.  The 
Babins  are  pictured  with  members  of  their  family. They  have  five  children  and 
1 5  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren. 
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Several  members  of  the  La.  Conference  joined  1,300  United  Methodists  from 
around  the  nation  in  Houston  Jan.  27-30  to  learn  more  about  creating  and 
maintaining  healthy  congregations.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Meeting  focuses  on  healthy  congregations 


HOUSTON  (UMNS)  -  Faith  forma¬ 
tion,  disciple  making  and  social  wit¬ 
ness  are  the  foundations  of  healthy 
congregations,  speakers  told  United 
Methodist  leaders  at  a  conference  on 
building  strong  churches. 

About  1,300  local  church  and  con¬ 
ference  leaders  from  across  the 
United  States  met  Jan.  27-30  to  learn 
more  about  creating  and  maintaining 
healthy  congregations.  Over  20  United 
Methodists  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  participated  in  the  event. 

“As  conference  leaders,  we  are 
responsible  for  helping  build  healthy 
local  churches  that  are  truly  making 
disciples  of  Jesus  Clirist  for  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  world,”  said  the  Rev. 
Karen  Greenwaldt,  top  executive  at 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“Sadly,  however,  some  of  our 
churches  aren’t  so  healthy,”  she  said. 
“We  want  our  churches  to  be  growing, 
vital  and  relevant  to  the  needs  of  the 
community  they  serve.  And  we  want 
conference  leaders  to  have  the  best 
collection  of  resources  to  build  these 
healthy  churches.” 

The  underlying  principle  of  the 
event  was  the  “belief  that,  to  be  a 
great  leader,  we  must  be  spiritually 
grounded  and  able  to  provide  effec¬ 
tive  leadership,”  Greenwaldt  said. 

Greenwaldt’s  agency,  based  in 
Nashville,  Term.,  organized  the  event, 
“Healthy  Churches  Transforming  the 
World.” 

A  healthy  church  “is  not  just  simply 
about  being  either  dead  or  alive,  but 
being  a  community  with  vitality  and 
vigor,”  wrote  Marcia  McFee,  confer¬ 
ence  worship  leader,  Oakland,  Calif. 
Participants  used  four  “vital  signs”  - 
breathing,  pulse,  blood  pressure  and 
temperature  -  as  symbols  of  vitality 
while  seeking  deeper  meaning  for 
their  lives  and  their  churches. 

Eighty-four  workshops  focused  on 
such  topics  as  stewardship,  disciple¬ 
ship /evangelism,  conference/church 
life,  communications,  racial-ethnic 
ministries,  spiritual  leadersJiip  and 
social  witness  and  mission. 

During  the  event,  participants  dis¬ 


cussed  in  depth  how  a  healthy  church 
looks  and  acts,  and  how  they  can 
strengthen  the  health  of  their  local 
congregations.  The  conference  also 
emphasized  that  the  health  of  a 
church  is  not  about  size  or  number  of 
members,  but  more  about  faith  for¬ 
mation,  disciple  making  and  social 
witness. 

Bishop  Gregory  Palmer  of  the  Iowa 
Area  encouraged  the  audience  to  find 
harmony  between  self-piety  and 
social  activism. 

“Do  not  think  for  a  minute  that 
God  gives  you  a  choice  between  one 
or  the  other,”  he  said.  “We  are  called 
to  strive  for  both.”  Palmer,  in  a  closing 
address,  urged  the  participants  to  find 
balance.  He  stressed  that  the  church 
should  not  have  “worship  wars”  but 
that  all  types  of  worship  services 
should  be  full  of  authentic  praise. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Griffiths,  dean  of 
the  Wesley  Chapel  in  London,  also 
addressed  social  justice.  He  described 
how  he  can  see  the  cemetery 

where  Susanna  Wesley,  the  mother 
of  Methodism  founders  John  and 
Charles  Wesley,  is  buried,  along  with 
other  Methodist  “saints.”  This  close 
proximity,  he  said,  is  a  reminder  of  the 
need  for  continuing  Wesley’s  work  on 
education  and  social  justice  issues. 

“When  I  am  asked  why  I  am  a 
Methodist,  without  hesitation  I  reply 
that  the  combination  of  the  belief  in  a 
personal  God  and  working  toward 
social  justice  is  utterly  intoxicating,” 
Griffiths  said. 

During  the  gathering,  volunteers 
from  the  event  bought  more  than  300 
sack  lunches  at  a  local  McDonald’s 
and  delivered  them  to  homeless  peo¬ 
ple.  The  volunteers  invited  the  people 
they  met  to  the  conference’s  banquet 
that  evening.  About  100  guests  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  evening  meal  and  wor- 
sliip. 

The  “Healthy  Churches”  confer¬ 
ence  was  the  successor  of  jurisdic¬ 
tional  training  events  that  had  been 
held  every  four  years  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  which  was  dis¬ 
solved  by  the  2004  General 
Conference. 


Churches  support  troops  with  supply  boxes 


The  following  is  a  letter  written  by 
Rev.  Joe  Hamilton,  pastor  to  Delhi  and 
Crowville  United  Methodist  Churches. 

Several  months  ago,  Kimberly  Boyles 
Madrid  sent  out  a  plea  to  churches  and 
friends  who  may  be  interested  in  send¬ 
ing  much  needed  supplies  to  support 
our  troops  in  Iraq.  Kimberly's  husband, 
Orlando  Madrid,  is  a  military  chaplain 
for  Charlie  Company  199th  SB.  Orlando 
serves  in  a  hospital  ministering  to  the 
wounded  and  dying  American  soldiers 
in  Iraq. 

As  pastor  of  Delhi  and  Crowville 
UMC's,  I  corresponded  via  email  with 
Kimberly.  At  that  time  I  learned  that  pos¬ 
sibly  this  group  of  soldiers  will  not  be 
back  home  soon.  She  sent  a  list  of  sup¬ 
plies  that  are  in  high  demand. 

As  a  result  of  Kimberly's  request  for 
help,  the  members  of  Delhi,  Crowville 
and  Downsville  UMC's  collected  and 
sent  over  $1,000  worth  of  supplies  to  the 
troops. 

What  a  joy  it  was  when  we  received  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  Orlando  and  the 
troops.  He  reported  that  the  gifts  were 
great,  but  more  importandy,  they  served 
to  let  our  soldiers  know  that  folks  back 
home  love  them  and  support  them.  He 
said  that  it  was  a  tremendous  morale 
boost  and  sometimes  morale  can  save  a 
life. 

Below  is  the  official  list  of  much 
needed  supplies,  along  with  Chaplain 
Madrid's  military  address  at  the  end.  I 
would  personally  like  to  ask  all  of  our 
churches  to  consider  this  list  and  send¬ 


ing  these  gifts.  What  would  it  be  like  for 
our  soldiers  if  they  received  gifts  from  all 
over  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference? 

The  supplies  needed  include:  AT&T 
phone  cards,  toilet  paper,  pens  and  pen¬ 
cils,  cookies,  foot  powder,  seasonings, 
beef  jerky,  peanuts,  pretzels,  Pop  Tarts, 
powderded,  presweetended  drink  mixes, 
toiletries,  flystrips,  fly  swatters,  AA  bat¬ 
teries,  playing  cards,  lip  balm,  puzzle 
books,  sunscreen,  wrapped  hard  candies 
(no  peppermint),  Vienna  sausages,  tuna 
in  pouches,  and  small  pencil  sharpeners. 

Don't  forget  to  include  a  personal 
note  with  the  box.  You  can  indicate  if 
you  wish  to  become  a  pen  pal,  and  you 
can  also  designate  whether  the  package 
goes  to  a  male  or  female  soldier. 

Orlando  will  distrbute  these  as  needed. 

His  mailing  address  is:  Ch.  Major 
Orlando  Madrid,  Charlie  Company 
199th  SB,  256  BCT,  APO  AE  09326 

It's  easy.  Just  make  a  purchase  from 
the  list,  place  the  supplies  in  a  box  and 
go  to  the  post  office.  Expect  the  postage 
to  be  around  $30  per  box. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read 
this  and  consider  how  you  can  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  effort  to  help  and  support 
our  troops. 

Sincerely, 

Joe  Hamilton 

Editor's  Note:  If  you  know  of  other 
troops  in  need  of  supplies,  please  send 
Louisiana  Now!  the  information.  In  most 
cases,  it  is  probably  best  to  work  through 
the  chaplain  or  another  officer 


February  1 1,2005 


Louisiana  ConferenceA^^/ 


5 


A  recognition  ceremony  was  held  Jan.  23,  for  members  at  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  who  completed  Disciple  III  Bible  Study.  Rev. 
Karl  M.  Clark,  pastor,  supported  the  event  and  offered  many  resources.  This  34- 
week  Bible  study  was  held  weekly  and  facilitated  by  Angelique  White-Williams. 
The  weekly  study  was  accompanied  by  hearty  snacks  that  made  the  event  most 
enjoyable.  Members  featured  in  the  picture  from  left  to  right  are  Zellease 
Brown,  Rev.  Karl  M.  Clark,  Gloria  F.  White,  Angelique  W.  Williams,  Dolores  D. 
Parker,  Raymond  Parker,  Jr.,  June  F.  Sanchez  and  Rev.  Fannie  O. Thompson. 


The  Music  Ministries  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  and  First  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  present  a  concert  benefiting  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
on  Sunday,  March  6  at  4:00  p.m.  The  one  hour  concert  will  feature  combined 
choirs  singing  masterworks  of  Brahms,  Parry,  Mendelssohn,  Haydn  and 
Vaughan  Williams.  Dona  Lusted,  pianist,  will  perform  the  first  movement  from 
Beethoven's  Piano  Concerto  No.  3  in  c  minor  and  Richard  Webb,  organist,  will 
perform  a  movement  from  Symphonie  Concertante  by  Jongen.  The  profession¬ 
al  orchestra  will  be  conducted  by  David  Shaler  and  Lamar  Drummonds.  The 
concert  is  free,  but  a  voluntary  offering  for  the  1 000  Club  will  be  taken.  Child 
care  is  provided. 


Heritage  Sunday  date 


The  2004  General  Conference 
changed  the  date  for  observance  of 
Heritage  Sunday,  a  day  for  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  reflect  on 
our  heritage,  to  celebrate  where  the 
Church  has  been,  how  it  understands 
itself  as  it  shapes  us  today,  and  the 
meaning  of  Christian  conferencing 
(see  para.  265.1  in  the  2004  BOOK  OF 
DISCIPLINE). 


changed  to  May  22 

The  new  date  for  Heritage  Sunday 
will  be  Aldersgate  Day  (May  24)  or 
the  Sunday  preceding  that  date.  This 
will  be  Sunday,  May  22,  2005  and 
May  21,  2006,  and  these  changes 
have  been  made  to  the  GBOD  wor¬ 
ship-music  planning  calendars  on 
our  website  at 

http:/ /www.gbod.org/worship/defau 
lt.asp?act=reader&item_id=6337. 


Students  at  the  Northwestern  University  Wesley  Foundation  in  Natchitoches  per¬ 
formed  "The  Gift"  Dec.  9-1 1 .  Angels  (Hanna  Wells,  Brandon  Cormier, 
and  Hope  Gilmore)  tell  Zecharia  (Robert  Robinson)  that  he  will  not  be  able 
to  speak  until  his  son  is  born,  top.  Wise  men  (Jarred  McCauley,  David  Keel,  and 
Robert  Robinson)  introduce  themselves  to  King  Herod  (Kent  Bernard).  The 
Wesley  Foundation  is  available  for  ministry  in  local  churches  with  music,  drama 
and  preaching  by  calling  (318)  352-2888  or  e-mailing  wesley@thefoundation- 
nsu.org. 


Foundation  gives 'Gift' 


Northwestern  Wesley 

Northwestern  University  students 
and  area  families  got  an  early 
Christmas  present  this  year  from  The 
Wesley  Foundation  campus  ministry 
team  in  Natchitoches.  "The  Gift",  a 
full-length  Christmas  musical,  was 
performed  by  students  of  NSU 
December  9-11.  The  musical  mixed 
original  scores,  written  by 
Foundation  students,  with  Biblical 
truths  and  outrageous  humor.  Jacob 
Justice,  an  NSU  Theater  student, 
wrote  and  directed  the  musical  last 
year  for  the  Wesley  Foundation  to 
perform  at  his  home  church  College 
Avenue  United  Methodist.  This  year 
the  students  wanted  to  make  "The 
Gift"  more  accessable  to  their  peers 
by  performing  the  musical  in  the 
University's  Theater  West. 


About  half  of  the  audience  for  the 
four  crowded  performances  were 
NSU  students,  reaching  out  to  many 
who  had  no  previous  ties  to  the 
Foundation.  Families,  friends  and 
church  members  came  from 
Shreveport,  Alexandria  and  even  as 
far  as  New  Orleans  to  see  the  produc¬ 
tion. 

The  drama  team  has  been  led  by 
Hope  Gilmore,  a  drama  major  at 
NSU,  and  they  have  more  produc¬ 
tions  and  skits  for  the  students  and 
churches  this  spring.  If  your  church 
would  like  to  have  any  of  "The 
Foundation"  teams  minister  at  your 
church  (music,  preaching,  drama) 
please  call  them  at  (318)  352-2888  or 
email  them  at,  wesley@thefounda- 
tion-nsu.org  for  more  information. 
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UMCOR  saddles  up  for  work  in  Sri  Lanka,  Indonesia 


NEWYORK  (UMNS)  -  Guy  Hovey 
was  in  Sarajevo,  Bosnia,  during  the 
siege  of  that  city,  and  he  witnessed  in 
Northern  Iraq  how  Saddam  Hussein’s 
efforts  at  ethnic  cleansing  wiped  away 
entire  villages. 

But  Hovey  -  who  directs  operations 
for  Europe  and  Asia  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  -  was 
unprepared  for  the  magnitude  of  the 
devastation  he  found  in  Sri  Lanka 
after  the  Dec.  26  tsunami. 

Though  only  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  struck  by  the  tsunami,  "the 
destruction  is  just  total  in  the  affected 
areas,"  he  said.  "Nothing 

comes  close  to  the  scope  of  it.  The 
power  of  nature  is  unbelievable." 


In  a  Feb.  1  presentation  at  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  UMCOR's  parent  organi¬ 
zation,  Hovey  outlined  preparations 
under  way  for  the  agency's  long-term 
response.  United  Methodists  already 
have  donated  more  than  $6  million  to 
assist  the  Asian  tsunami  survivors. 

UMCOR  is  allocating  $100,000 
apiece  to  start-up  operations  in  Sri 
Lanka  and  Indonesia.  The  agency  also 
will  request  approval  for  a  $1.5  mil¬ 
lion  project  in  each  country  from 
directors  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  when  they  meet  in  April. 

David  Sadoo,  field  staff  for 
UMCOR's  emergency  services,  will 
arrive  in  Sri  Lanka  on  Feb.  4. 


Church  youth  member  coordinates  relief  collection 


Noah  Martin,  a  member  of  the 
youth  program  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro,  was 
moved  by  the  magnitude  of  the  crisis 
in  Indonesia  caused  by  the  recent 
tsunami. 

One  week  after  the  tsunami  struck 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  Martin  felt  God 
was  speaking  to  him  concerning  this 
crisis,  and  launched  a  response  effort 
within  the  church. 


In  both  worship  services,  he  chal¬ 
lenged  First  UMC  to  raise  $1,000  for 
aid,  to  be  channeled  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

Each  week,  for  four  weeks,  Martin 
reported  on  the  events  in  the  affected 
area,  and  the  cumulative  response. 
Ultimately,  the  church  raised 
$3,601.70,  far  exceeding  Martin's  orig¬ 
inal  challenge. 


Religion  Communicators  release  new  handbook 


A  new  edition  of  a  handbook  for 
all  faith  communities,  produced  by 
the  Religion  Communicators  Council 
(RCC),  was  published  in  September. 

The  seventh  edition  of  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  resource,  Speaking  Faith:  The 
Essential  Handbook  for  Religion 
Communicators  is  a  155-page,  soft- 
bound  resource  covering  issues  rang¬ 
ing  from  establishing  a  strategic  com¬ 
munications  plan  to  crisis  communi¬ 
cation. 

According  to  Jeanean  Merkel,  who 
coordinated  the  project,  the  new  edi¬ 
tion  reflects  change.  A  new  title  indi¬ 
cates  the  critical  nature  of  interfaith 
communications  today  and  an 
accompanying  CD-Rom  offers  extra 
resources,  she  said. 

Merkel,  of  Illumicom  and  past 
president  of  RCC,  said  the  organiza¬ 
tion  has  published  a  practical  hand¬ 
book  for  religion  communicators  for 
30  years.  “A  review  of  the  seven  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  important  resource 
shows  how  much  has  changed,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  terms  of  communications 
tools,  and  how  much  remains  con¬ 
stant  It  includes  the  basics,  essential 
to  a  newcomer  and  indispensable  as 
a  resource  to  the  veteran  communi¬ 
cator,”  she  added. 

Divided  into  three  sections,  the 
handbook  is  aimed  at  helping  com¬ 
municators  at  all  levels  of  the  church 
meet  the  challenge  of  communicat¬ 
ing  religion  through  varied  forms  of 
media. 

The  section  on  “Communication: 
What’s  All  the  Fuss?"  explores  discov¬ 
ering  the  mission  of  a  faith  group, 
identifying  communications  needs, 
developing  a  strategic  communica¬ 
tions  plan,  and  maintaining  a  con¬ 


stant  evaluation  process.  It  also 
stresses  the  importance  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  touch  in  effective  communica¬ 
tion,  no  matter  the  medium. 

The  second  section,  “If  I  Had  a 
Hammer:  The  Tools  of 
Communicating,”  covers  ways  to 
communicate — with  secular  journal¬ 
ists,  through  graphic  design  and  pho¬ 
tography,  and  in  print  resources. 

The  final  section,  “We’ve  Got  the 
Whole  World  in  Our  Hands: 
Communicating  in  the  Larger 
Community,”  deals  with  crisis  com¬ 
munication,  interfaith  America,  copy¬ 
rights  and  other  ethical  issues,  and  a 
look  at  the  future  of  communications. 

The  handbook  also  includes  an 
introduction  by  Diana  L.  Eck,  profes¬ 
sor  of  comparative  religion  and 
Indian  studies  at  Harvard  University; 
a  CD  with  printable  samples,  work¬ 
sheets  and  training  materials;  and 
bibliographies  of  additional 
resources. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  a  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  retiree 
who  also  serves  as  communications 
officer  for  United  Methodist  Men, 
was  editor. 

RCC’s  executive  director,  Shirley 
Whipple  Struchen,  helped  in  the 
planning,  review  and  production  of 
the  new  edition.  RCC,  a  nonprofit 
organization  created  to  serve  the  reli¬ 
gious  community,  was  founded  in 
1929  as  the  Religious  Publicity 
Council.  Later  known  as  the  Religious 
Public  Relations  Council,  it  opened 
its  membership  to  people  of  all  faiths 
in  1970.  More  information  about  the 
organization  and  ordering  the  hand¬ 
book  is  available  at  its  Web  site 
www.religioncommunicators.org. 


Connectional  Table  to  present  'state  of  church7 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMNS)  — An  annual 
state-of-the-church  report  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  around  the  world. 

That’s  the  first  major  decision  made 
by  the  newly  created  "Connectional 
Table,"  meeting  Jan.  20-23. 

The  60-member  body,  comprising 
staff  executives  and  officers  of  denomi¬ 
national  agencies  and  representatives  of 
ethnic  caucuses  and  jurisdictions 
around  the  world,  invited  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  join  in  preparing  the  annual 
statement.  If  the  bishops  agree,  the  first 
report  would  be  issued  in  2006. 

The  Connectional  Table  was  created 
last  April  by  General  Conference,  the  top 
legislative  body  of  the  1 1  -million  mem¬ 
ber  denomination. 

Delegates  to  that  gathering  eliminat¬ 
ed  the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  a 
Dayton,  Ohio, -based  agency  that  had 
served  as  the  program  coordinating 
agency  since  the  Methodist  Church  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
merged  in  1968. 

General  Conference  delegates  made 
it  clear  that  the  Connectional  Table 
would  not  become  another  agency  but 
would  represent  a  new  way  of  discerning 
and  articulating  a  vision  for  the  global 
church.  The  table  was  also  asked  to 
ensure  that  the  church  is  a  careful  stew¬ 
ard  of  resources  for  mission  and  min¬ 
istry. 

Bishop  John  Hopkins  of  the  Ohio  East 
Area  was  named  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the 
Connectional  Table.  In  his  opening 
remarks,  Hopkins  noted  that  the  church 
is  in  the  liturgical  season  of  Epiphany, 
when  wise  men  visited  the  Christ  child 
and  returned  to  their  homes  by  another 
way. 

"We  are  modern  magi  who  have 
come  to  experience  God’s  love,  and  our 
expectations  are  high,"  Hopkins  said.  "I 
don’t  expect  the  journey  of  the 
Connectional  Table  will  be  easy,  but  our 
goal  is  to  help  people  know  who  Jesus 
is." 


The  advantage  of  having  people  from 
around  the  world  gather  about  a  com¬ 
mon  table  became  apparent  following  a 
report  on  a  recent  visit  to  Indonesia  by 
the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  top  staff  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

After  Day  told  of  the  need  to  rebuild 
churches  in  Banda  Aceh  and  Meulaboh, 
Bishop  Michael  Coyner  of  the  Indiana 
Area  pledged  $150,000  to  rebuild  a 
church/community  center/clinic  in 
Banda  Aceh,  where  the  Dec.  26  tsunami 
killed  more  than  92,000  people.  The  Rev. 
Carl  Schenck,  pastor  of  the  3,500-mem¬ 
ber  Manchester  (Mo.)  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  member  of  the 
Connectional  Table,  followed  suit  by 
pledging  $50,000  of  the  $100,000  needed 
to  build  a  similar  facility  in  Meulaboh, 
where  80  percent  of  the  town  was 
destroyed  and  the  same  percentage  of 
the  50,000  residents  died. 

To  ensure  that  members  of  the  table 
have  an  understanding  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  all  areas  of  the  world,  the  21 
representatives  from  U.S.  annual 
(regional)  conferences  will  contact  lead¬ 
ers  of  42  neighboring  conferences,  and 
the  seven  representatives  of  seven  areas 
outside  the  United  States  will  contact 
churches  in  neighboring  communities 
and  nations.  Findings  will  be  reported  to 
the  table  before  the  preparation  of  a 
state-of-the-church  report. 

Throughout  the  four-day  gathering, 
table  members  met  in  10  covenant 
groups,  which  will  continue  to  convene 
at  the  table’s  next  seven  meetings  for  the 
next  three  years.  In  these  groups,  mem¬ 
bers  shared  personal  concerns  along 
with  hopes  and  dreams  for  the  newly 
created  body. 

Discussing  what  should  be  included 
in  a  state  of  the  church  report,  covenant 
groups  suggested  reports  on  member¬ 
ship  and  finances  and  comparisons  with 
other  years  and  environmental  factors, 
new  church  starts  and  nurturing  min¬ 
istries,  and  mission  efforts  and  relation¬ 
ships  with  social-service  agencies. 


Shalom  Zone,  from  page  7 


computer  programs,  and  several  times  a 
year,  the  group  busses  the  kids  to  Tulane 
for  holiday  parties  and  educational 
activities.  For  some  of  these  children, 
this  may  be  their  only  exposure  to  a  col¬ 
lege  campus  and  the  idea  that  higher 
education  is  attainable,  said  Cook- 
Sawyer. 

The  grandparents  housing  initiative  is 
modeled  after  several  similar  projects 
throughout  the  country,  including  one 
in  Boston,  Mass.  "Several  of  us  visited 
the  city  and  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
the  facilities.  We  shared  ideas  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  city  council  and  the  YMCA. 
This  fact-finding  mission  gave  us  the 
inspiration  and  the  fire  to  come  back  to 
New  Orleans  to  make  our  project  a  reali¬ 
ty,"  she  added. 

Financial  support  has  been  a  critical 
component  of  this  effort.  Major  funding 
for  the  project  was  provided  by  the  New 
Orleans  Housing  and  Neighborhood 
Development  Division  and  the  Kendall 
Fund  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Also,  the  Shalom  Zone  Community 


board  will  work  with  the  local  Housing 
Authority  and  a  grandparents  group  that 
meets  monthly  through  the  Archdiocese 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  identi¬ 
fy  and  screen  potential  residents. 

The  Shalom  Zone  concept  was  creat¬ 
ed  during  the  1992  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  after 
riots  broke  out  in  Los  Angeles  to  protest 
the  verdict  in  the  Rodney  King  beating 
case.  Through  community  projects, 
Shalom  Communities  seek  to  provide 
economic  development  opportunities, 
housing  ,  counseling  and  similar 
resources  to  better  the  lives  of  those  in 
need. 

"Although  our  efforts  are  not  overtly 
evangelistic,  we  hope  and  pray  that  the 
love  shared  through  this  project  will  help 
these  deserving  families  know  that  they 
are  worthy  and  that  they  have  friends  at 
First  Street  UMC.  It  is  our  goal  to  build  a 
supportive  and  safe  communal  atmos¬ 
phere  that  will  provide  a  bright  future  for 
grandparents  and  their  grandchildren,” 
said  Davis. 


February  11 ,2005 


Louisiana  Conference 


7 


Igniting  Ministry  event  aimed  at  church  lifestyles 


(Dallas,  Tex.) —  “Living  Our 
Promise,”  an  Igniting  Ministry  train¬ 
ing  event,  aimed  at  helping  local 
United  Methodist  congregations 
learn  about  marketing  themselves 
and  honing  their  welcoming  skills, 
will  be  held  Saturday,  April  2,  2005,  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Plano,  Tex. 

The  training  session  offers  three 
training  tracks,  using  the  resources 
and  ideas  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Igniting  Ministry  media 
campaign. 

“These  training  options  will  help 
more  of  our  churches  connect  with 
Igniting  Ministry,  and  equip  a  greater 
number  of  local  congregations  to 
effectively  share  messages  of  hope, 
comfort  and  inspiration  in  their  com¬ 
munities,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon, 
top  executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  which  coordinates 
the  campaign  and  the  training  ses¬ 
sions. 

Leading  the  session  at  Plano  will 
be  The  Rev.  Danette  Howell,  pastor  of 
Rector  Memorial  UMC,  San  Antonio; 
Cathy  Farmer,  Director  of 
Communication  for  the  Memphis 
Conference;  and  Francisco  Litardo, 
Executive  Director  for  Programs  at 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Local  host,  The  Rev.  Dr.  loan  Gray 
LaBarr,  said  of  the  event,  “Our  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  hosting  its  fourth  region¬ 
al  training  event  for  Igniting  Ministry 
on  April  2.  Our  team  is  excited  and 
hopes  diat  we  will  be  able  to  re-kin- 
dle  some  of  the  enthusiasm  reflected 
at  the  first  event,  which  outgrew  one 
facility  and  ended  up  with  capacity 
crowds  at  two  Dallas  area  churches. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  local 
church,  conference,  and  general 
church  partnerships  generated  by 
Igniting  Ministry  have  moved  our 
churches  into  the  forefront  of  an 
inviting  and  welcoming  lifestyle.” 

The  three  tracks  allow  churches  to 
participate  in  the  event  regardless  of 
previous  knowledge  or  experience 
with  this  ministry.  Each  person 
attending  will  choose  one  track, 
which  starts  in  the  morning  and  con¬ 


cludes  in  the  afternoon.  Additional 
team  members  from  the  church  may 
attend  the  other  two  tracks,  to  cover 
all  the  sessions  and  explore  all  the 
information  and  resources. 

The  tracks  are: 

*  Starting  Out  includes  an 
overview  of  the  basics  of  welcoming, 
inviting,  and  discipling.  It  also  intro¬ 
duces  the  campaign’s  Planning  Kit,  a 
collection  of  resources  intended  to 
guide  a  congregation  in  setting  up  a 
local  advertising  and  welcoming 
effort. 

*  Moving  On  offers  existing 
Igniting  Ministry  teams  and  leaders 
new  ideas,  plans  and  training 
options,  and  introduces  a  small - 
group  video  study  series,  Beyond  30 
Seconds:  Developing  a  Welcoming 
Congregation. 

*  Living  Up  is  aimed  at  helping 
churches  interested  in  reshaping 
their  community  identity  to  find 
ways,  individually  and  corporately,  to 
live  up  to  the  “open  hearts,  open 
minds,  open  doors”  promise 
expressed  in  the  denomination’s 
commercials. 

Local  churches  are  encouraged  to 
send  a  minimum  of  three  members 
of  their  teaching  membership  team, 
including  the  pastor,  to  the  session. 
Registration  fee  is  $40  for  each  partic¬ 
ipating  congregation,  plus  $10  per 
person  for  lunch  and  snacks. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  Friday, 
March  18. 

Igniting  Ministry  is  designed  to 
support  and  encourage  local  church¬ 
es  to  become  active  partners  in 
reaching  out  to  unchurched  people 
and  creating  renewed  enthusiasm 
among  members.  The  May  2004 
General  Conference  authorized 
United  Methodist  Communications 
to  continue  coordinating  Igniting 
Ministry  and  creating  the  commer¬ 
cials  being  used. 

More  information  on  the  training 
event  and  additional  components  of 
the  effort  is  available  from  the  Web 
site  www.ignitingministry.org  or  from 
the  Igniting  Ministry  offices,  toll  free 
at  (877)  281-6535. 


Activities  encouraged 


February  is  Scouting  Month. 
Congregations  are  encouraged  to 
plan  scouting  activities  and  programs 
on  scouting  awareness  in  their 
respective  churches  during  this 
month.  The  La.  Annual  Conference 
Scouting  Coordinator  is  Rev.  James 


for  Scouting  Month 

Poole.  If  there  is  a  troop  in  your 
church,  please  advise  Poole  by  email¬ 
ing  jpoole@cp-tel.net. 

For  more  information,  visit  the 
National  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Scouters  website  at 
http:  /  /  naums.org/ . 


2005  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 

March  18-19  at  the  La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

Retreat  Leader:  Donna  Gaither 


For  more  information  and  to  register  contact: 
Cynthia  Davis  at  (225)  654-481 8,  cynthiadav@bellsouth.net 
Jodie  Harper  at  (225)  784-1 846,  jharper4@bsf.net 


Hymn  resonates  with 

February  is  Black  History  Month  and 
an  opportunity  to  consider  one  of  the 
most  important  hymns  to  the  Black  and 
African  American  church,  “Lift  Every 
Voice  and  Sing,”  no.  519  in  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

The  Writers: 

Words:  James  Weldon  Johnson  (1871- 
1938) 

Music:  J.  Rosamond  Johnson  (1873- 
1954) 

February  12  marks  the  105th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  composition  and  first  per¬ 
formance  of  the  hymn,  "Lift  Every  Voice 
and  Sing,"  by  brothers  James  Weldon 
Johnson  and  J.  Rosamond  Johnson.  The 
date  is  no  accident,  since  the  hymn's 
first  performance  was  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida  (February  12,  1900),  in  a  chil¬ 
dren's  musical  celebration  of  the  birth¬ 
day  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  (bom 
February  12,  1809.) 

James  Weldon  Johnson  and  his  broth¬ 
er,  John  Rosamond  Johnson,  were  born 
in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  They  were  active 
in  musical  and  educational  endeavors  in 
their  hometown. 

James  Weldon  studied  law  and  in 
1897  became  the  first  African  American 
admitted  to  the  Florida  bar.  He  served 
under  two  American  presidents, 

Theodore  Roosevelt  and  William  Taft,  as 
consul  in  Venezuela  (1906-09)  and  then 
Nicaragua  (1909-12).  He  later  became 
Field  Secretary  (1916-20)  and  Executive 
Secretary  (1920-30)  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People  (NAACP). 

In  1930  James  Weldon  became  pro¬ 
fessor  of  creative  literature  at  Fisk 
University  in  Nashville. 

J.  Rosamond  taught  music  in  the 
Jacksonville  public  schools,  eventually 
becoming  music  supervisor  for  that 
city's  "colored"  schools. 

He  was  also  a  Baptist  church  organist 
and  choir  director  and  taught  music  at 


Black  History  Month 

the  Baptist  Academy  in  Jacksonville.  It 
was  during  one  of  these  school  musical 
programs  that  "Lift  Every  Voice"  received 
its  first  performance. 

In  1901  the  brothers  went  to  New 
York  and  became  active  in  vaudeville, 
producing  a  string  of  successful  songs 
and  musicals  prior  to  World  War  I.  They 
collaborated  on  and  published  over  200 
songs  for  the  Broadway  musical  theatre, 
as  well  as  two  books  of  American  Negro 
spirituals  in  1925  and  1926.  In  addition 
to  his  collaborations  with  his  brother, 
James  Weldon  was  a  prolific  author  and 
poet,  and  his  works  include  two  vol¬ 
umes,  Fifty  Years  and  Other  Poems 
(1917)  and  God's  Trombones  (1927). 
James  Weldon  was  an  important  figure 
in  the  Harlem  Renaissance  movement,  a 
group  of  African  American  writers  and 
artists  in  New  York  City.  J.  Rosamond 
was  also  a  professional  actor  and  played 
a  leading  role  in  the  original  production 
of  Porgy  and  Bess  in  1935. 

"Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing"  is  regarded 
by  many  African  Americans  as  a 
"national  anthem"  because  of  its  pro¬ 
found  association  with  the  struggle  for 
equality  and  civil  rights  in  the  USA.  It  is 
taught  at  an  early  age  in  African 
American  homes,  schools,  and  church¬ 
es,  and  is  often  sung  at  civic,  cultural, 
and  patriotic  gatherings. 

The  hymn  is  being  included  in  an 
increasing  number  of  denominational 
and  independent  hymnals  and  song- 
books,  including  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  (number  519)  and  Songs  of  Zion 
(Abingdon  Press,  1981,  number  32).  It  is 
worth  remembering  that  the  1921  copy¬ 
right  date  of  the  Edward  B.  Marks  Music 
Co.,  which  is  included  in  many  of  these 
hymnals,  has  expired,  and  the  hymn  is 
now  in  the  public  domain. 

Arrangements  of  the  hymn,  however, 
such  as  the  one  by  Verolga  Nix  in  Songs 
of  Zion  (number  210)  are  still  protected 
by  copyright. 


Nursery  Manager 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  is  seeking  to  employ  a  nursery 
manager.  Interested  persons  may  call  the  church  office  at  (225)  293-4440  to  request 
a  job  description.  Resumes  may  be  dropped  by  the  church  or  e-mailed  to  staff@jef- 
fersononline.org.  Interviews  will  take  place  beginning  Feb.  14. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name  _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Luling  UMW  aid  tsunami  survivors 


Working  together  with  friends,  family,  and  co-workers,  the  Luling  United 
Methodist  Women  recently  collected  more  than  1 00  health  kits  for  individuals 
affected  by  the  Dec.  26  tsunami.  These  kits  will  be  sent  to  the  UMCOR  (United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief)  Depot  in  Baldwin,  where  more  than  45,000 
health  kits  have  already  been  dispatched  to  the  Church  World  Service  ware¬ 
house  in  Maryland  for  shipment  to  the  tsunami  region. 

Health  kits  provide  items  for  personal  hygiene  as  a  method  of  improving  over¬ 
all  health. They  contain  soap,  a  washcloth,  sterile  bandage  strips,  toothpaste, 
and  other  items.  In  addition  to  the  health  kits,  more  than  $800  was  collected  to 
be  sent  to  aid  to  the  victims  of  the  tsunami.  Additionally,  the  UMW  group  will 
be  donating  $540  to  be  used  to  purchase  five  family  shelter  kits. These  kits  con¬ 
tain  a  tent,  tarp  and  ground  cloth. 


National  church  to  expand  advertising  campaign 

HOUSTON  (UMNS) -The  United 


Methodist  Church  will  expand  its  cam¬ 
paign  to  reach  those  seeking  spiritual 
meaning  in  their  lives  with  new  com¬ 
mercials,  training  and  resources  for  local 
churches  this  fall. 

The  church  will  spend  up  to  $25  mil¬ 
lion  on  television  advertising  and  related 
efforts  during  the  next  four  years,  said 
Bishop  Thomas  J.  Bickerton,  speaking  at 
a  Jan.  28  press  conference  on  the  site  of 
the  denominational  "Healthy  Churches" 
event.  More  than  1,300  regional  church 
leaders  from  across  the  United  States  are 
participating  in  the  gathering.  The 
denomination  has  8.2  million  U.S. 
members  in  more  than  35,000  congrega¬ 
tions. 

"Over  the  next  four  years,  we  will  sig¬ 
nificantly  increase  opportunities  to  help 
United  Methodist  congregations  reach 
into  their  communities  and  raise  their 
identity,"  Bickerton  said.  The  bishop 
leads  the  church’s  Pittsburgh  Area  and  is 
president  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  church  agency 
responsible  for  the  advertising  program. 

"What  Igniting  Ministry  does  for  local 
churches  is  help  us  to  tell  our  stories," 
said  Bishop  Warner  Brown  of  Denver. 
"Not  only  do  we  tell  others,  but  we 
remind  ourselves  of  who  we  are  and 
who  we  are  becoming  as  a  church." 
Brown  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship,  host  of 
the  convocation. 

"We  must  be  who  we  say  we  are:  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  with  open  hearts,  open 


minds,  open  doors,"  he  added. 

Beginning  in  August,  new  commer¬ 
cials  will  reach  adults,  ages  25  to  54, 
seeking  spiritual  meaning  in  life.  The  ads 
will  air  on  cable  and  broadcast  networks 
during  three  periods  each  year:  before 
Easter,  as  children  are  returning  to 
school  in  August/September,  and  in  the 
weeks  before  Christmas. 

From  2001  to  2004,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  commercials  aired 
on  more  than  20  cable  and  broadcast 
networks,  reaching  more  than  100  mil¬ 
lion  U.S.  households. 

Research  conducted  during  the  2000- 
2004  campaign  showed  that  first-time 
attendance  grew  by  19  percent  at  160 
test  churches  across  the  United  States. 
Overall  attendance  increased  by  9  per¬ 
cent  in  those  congregations. 

Bickerton  said  the  new  phase  of  the 
advertising  campaign  would  encourage 
congregations  to  connect  their  welcom¬ 
ing,  hospitality  and  evangelism  min¬ 
istries  with  the  commercials. 

"Every  local  church  will  have  access 
to  free,  online  tools  to  help  them  grow," 
Bickerton  said.  "We  are  creating  a  visibil¬ 
ity  and  awareness  of  the  denomination 
that  will  help  local  churches  all  across 
the  United  States." 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
expanding  its  matching  grant  program. 

It  provides  dollar-for-dollar  grants  to 
congregations  and  clusters  of  congrega¬ 
tions  that  want  to  air  commercials  on  TV 
or  radio,  show  them  in  movie  theaters  or 
display  ads  on  billboards. 


Centenary  School  of  Music  auditions  set  for  Feb.  18-19 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  —  The  Hurley 
School  of  Music  at  Centenary  College 
will  be  holding  auditions  for  prospective 
music  majors  for  the  2005-06  school 
year  on  Friday,  Feb.  18,  and  Saturday, 
Feb.  19.  The  auditions  will  take  place  in 
Anderson  Auditorium  of  the  Hurley 
School  of  Music. 

Auditions  are  required  for  all  appli¬ 
cants  who  wish  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Hurley  School  of  Music  as  music  majors 
and  to  be  considered  for  music  scholar¬ 
ship  awards.  Hurley  degree  programs 
include  the  Bachelor  of  Music  in  per¬ 
formance,  music  education, 
theory/ composition  and  sacred  music, 
as  well  as  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  music. 
Admittance  into  the  School  of  Music  is 
separate  from  the  process  for  admission 
to  Centenary  College. 

Music  scholarships  to  be  awarded  to 
incoming  freshmen  include  generous 
amounts  from  the  Hurley  Foundation, 
as  well  as  one  Mary  C.  White 
Scholarship,  which  covers  tuition,  room 
and  board  for  four  years. 

Audition  requirements  for  brass  and 
woodwinds  include  major  scales  and 
either  two  brief  selections  (one  lyrical 
and  one  technical)  or  a  movement  from 
a  major  concerto.  Organ  prospects  are  to 
play  three  hymns  plus  two  selections  of 
their  choosing  on  the  organ,  and  scales, 
arpeggios  and  two  selections  of  their 
choosing  on  the  piano.  Percussion 
requirements  are  major  scales,  two 
octaves  on  a  mallet  instrument,  and 
selections  on  the  snare  drum,  timpani 
and  keyboard. 

Piano  requirements  are  three  con¬ 


trasting  selections,  memorized,  one 
from  each  of  the  following  style  periods: 
Baroque,  Classical  and 
Romantic/TWentieth  Century.  String 
requirements  include  the  major  scales 
and  melodic  minor  scales,  and  either 
two  brief  selections  (one  lyrical  and  one 
technical)  or  a  movement  from  a  major 
concerto. 

Theory/ composition  prospects  are  to 
bring  examples  of  their  original  compo¬ 
sitions  in  score  form  and  to  perform  one 
selection  on  their  major  instrument. 
Voice  auditions  require  two  contrasting 
selections  that  have  been  memorized. 
Art  songs  or  arias  are  preferred,  and  if 
possible,  one  selection  should  be  in  a 
language  other  than  English. 

All  applicants  will  sight-read  a  brief 
excerpt  specific  to  their  instrument,  and 
a  piano  accompanist  will  be  available  at 
no  charge  to  all  prospects  requesting 
one. 

Students  who  will  not  be  majoring  in 
music  but  who  would  like  to  sing  or  play 
in  an  ensemble  may  schedule  an  audi¬ 
tion  with  an  individual  ensemble  direc¬ 
tor  at  their  convenience  at  a  later  date. 

Ensembles  include  the  Camerata, 
Cantare,  Chorale,  and  Centenary  College 
choirs,  Opera  Workshop,  Orchestra, 

Wind  Ensemble,  Chamber  Winds, 
Percussion  Ensemble  and  various  cham¬ 
ber  music  ensembles,  including  string 
quartets. 

Audition  times  must  be  scheduled  in 
advance.  For  more  information  or  to 
schedule  an  audition,  contact  the  Hurley 
music  office  at  318-869-5235  or  at 
music@centenary.  edu. 
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Saturday,  April  2  —  9:00a-3:00p 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church 

3101  Coit  Road  •  Plano,  TX 

$40  per  church 

Bring  a  team  to  get  started  or  to  catch  what’s  new 
Information  and  advance  registration: 

www.lgnitingMinistry.org  or  (877)  281-6535 

Registration  deadline:  Friday,  March  18 
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Bishop  announces  appointment  of  four  new  superintendents 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.  on  June  8. 


Conference  receives 
Igniting  Ministry  grant 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  received  an  Igniting  Ministry 
matching  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  for 
$28,976  for  a  flight  of  television  spots 
scheduled  to  air  March  16-26. 

Using  a  commercial  that  features 
an  Easter  theme,  the  total  buy  of 
$57,952  will  air  on  selected  television 
stations  in  the  seven  major  television 
markets  in  Louisiana.  "We  are  excited 
to  award  yet  another  grant  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  this 
statewide  buy.  The  impact  created  by 
See  Igniting  Ministry,  page  3 


On  the  Journey  /2 


North  Cross  set  to  go  /5 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  recent¬ 
ly  announced  the  appointment  of  four 
new  District  Superintendents,  beginning 
their  terms  after  the  2005  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Rev.  Ramonalynn  Bethley,  pastor  of 
Vivian  United  Methodist  Church,  will 
serve  as  district  superintendent  for  the 
Alexandria  District.  Bethley  replaces  Rev. 


William  (Bill)  Youngblood. 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  will  receive 
Rev.  Larry  Miller,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Bossier,  as  its  new  superintendent.  Rev. 
Ken  Reed  is  currently  serving  as  interim 
district  superintendent. 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  will 
replace  Rev.  Marie  Williams  as  superin¬ 


tendent  for  the  Monroe  District. 

Rev.  Doug  Cain,  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Natchitoches,  will  become  the  new 
superintendent  for  the  Shreveport 
District.  He  replaces  Rev.  William 
Peeples. 

“I  am  pleased  to  welcome  these  four 
colleagues  into  the  Cabinet  of  the 

See  Superintendents,  page  3 


Gert  Town  Blues 


Pastor  fights  drug  use,  abandoned 
chemical  site  in  urban  community 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 
EDITOR 

Rev.  Joe  Connelly  of  Phillips  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  knows  that  his  role  as  pastor  of  an  inner-city  congrega¬ 
tion  must  sometimes  stray  away  from  tradition. 

At  times,  Connelly  has  served  as  an  activist,  a  lobbyist  and 
even  an  urban  planner.  "The  needs  in  this  community  are  so 
very  great.  Phillips  Memorial  UMC  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  trying  to  give  hope  where  hope  does  not  exist," 
said  the  energetic  pastor. 

Serving  a  poverty  stricken  section  of  New  Orleans  locally 
known  as  "Gert  Town,"  Connelly  and  the  members  of  his  con¬ 
gregation  deal  on  a  daily  basis  with  people  who  are  homeless, 
unemployed  and  addicted  to  drugs.  "So  many  of  the  kids  come 
from  broken  homes.  In  lots  of  cases,  the  mother  is  on  drugs  or 
the  father  is  incarcerated,"  said  69-year-old  Sam  Green,  owner 
of  the  local  barbershop  and  a  barbecue  restaurant. 

Connelly  and  Phillips  Memorial  UMC  are  currently  working 

See  Connelly,  page  4 


Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  top,  stands  near  an  abandoned  chemi¬ 
cal  site  containing  DDT  and  Agent  Orange  in  a  New 
Orleans  community  known  as  Gert  Town.  Carcinogens 
aren't  the  area's  only  problem:  unemployment  and  drug 
use  plague  the  residents.  But  Connelly  is  helping 
reshape  the  community.  Above,  he  shakes  hands  with 
local  business  owner  Sam  Green  inside  a  warehouse 
being  renovated  as  an  intermim  community  center. 
Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Car  Wash  Reflections 


I  went  to  the  car  wash  this  morning. 
I  needed  two  things  done.  I  needed  an 
oil  change  and  I  needed  the  grime 
scraped  (washed)  off  my  “road  war¬ 
rior”  Tahoe.  I  was  able  to  accomplish 
both  things  with  one  stop  conven¬ 
ience.  In  fact  the  car  wash  was  free 
with  the  oil  change.  I  like  those  “two 
for  one”  deals! 

While  this  was  being  done  I  went 
inside  the  waiting  area.  It  was  quite 
nice.  There  was  an  extensive  greeting 
card  section,  a  great  selection  of  aro¬ 
matherapy  candles  and  sprays,  jew¬ 
eled  picture  frames,  and  other  bou¬ 
tique  type  gifts.  There  were  nice  tables 
and  chairs  where  you  could  sit  and 
watch  the  cars  roll  through  the  swing¬ 
ing  rubber  scrubbers  and  the  whirling 
dervish-like  foam  brushes.  The  latest 
of  magazines  and  papers  were  provid¬ 
ed  and  machines  held  all  kinds  of 
snacks. 

I  ended  up  with  several  greeting 
cards  and  two  votive  candles  for  my 
desk  that  promise  “tranquility”  and 
“peace.”  I  would  have  purchased  more 
but  thought  better  of  it  and  stopped 
with  some  sense  of  restraint.  And  all 
of  this  at  a  CarWash!  I  remember  the 
day  when  the  place  where  you  had 
your  car  washed  and  your  oil  changed 
was  the  furthest  thing  possible  from  a 
boutique  shopping  experience! 

It  reminded  me  of  the  new  church 
plants  I  go  into  that  have  everything 
for  the  consumer.  You  can  have  a  latte 
and  biscotti  at  the  Moondollars  Coffee 
franchise.  You  can  go  to  the  church 
bookstore  and  buy  the  latest  book  on 
how  to  love  your  spouse  and  what  it 
means  to  see  her/him  as  an  angel  in 
the  morning.  You  can  even  buy  the 
latest  paraphrase  of  the  Holy  Bible 
and,  if  you  don't  want  to  read  it,  you 
can  listen  to  the  CD  that  is  packaged  in 
the  back  of  it.  The  bathrooms  are 
equipped  with  breath  mints,  silky 
hand  lotion  that  smells  of  roses,  and 
tissues  with  and  without  oils  for  your 
chapped  nose.  There's  also  a  nursery 
for  your  children  that  has  uniformed 
nursery  workers  and  licensed  child 
psychologists  available  if  there  needs 
to  be  a  little  “attitude  adjustment” 
while  waiting  for  parents  to  return 
from  worship  or  from  viewing  the  lat¬ 
est  Christian  movie  that  is  on  the  big 
screen  in  the  church  theater. 

In  all  of  it  I  wonder.  Is  this  what  the 
writers  of  Holy  Writ  meant  when  they 
talked  about  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth  (Revelation  21:1)?  Is  that  new¬ 
ness  the  steroid  enhancement  of  our 
present  surroundings?  Is  that  new 
heaven  and  new  earth  a  super-charged 
version  of  what  we  already  know,  or  is 
it  something  so  totally  different  that 
we  can't  begin  to  emulate  it  in  even 


the  most  modern 
and  sophisticated 
settings  we  can 
conjure  up  in  our 
minds  and  in  our 
buildings. 

Can  you  walk 
into  “The  Little 
Brown  Church  in 
the  Vale”  and  expe¬ 
rience  the  new 
heaven  and  new 
earth  just  as  quickly  as  you  can  in  “The 
Church  ofWhat's  Happening  Now?” 

Or  can  it  be  found  in  any  of  our 
churches?  Is  “The  New  Heaven  and 
New  Earth”  so  radically  NEW  that  it  is 
totally  foreign  to  anything  we  have 
ever  seen  or  heard?  When  the  One 
who  sits  on  the  heavenly  throne  said, 
“Behold,  I  make  all  things  new” 
(Revelation  21:5)  did  it  mean  that  there 
would  be  a  total  transformation  of 
everything  we  are  and  everything  we 
think  and  everything  we  do?  Or  did  it 
mean  that  we  would  just  see  an 
improvement  in  what  we  already  know 
so  that  we  aren't  totally  transported  to 
the  unknown,  but  find  ourselves  com¬ 
fortably  wrapped  in  semi-familiar  sur¬ 
roundings? 

I'm  glad  we  have  made  giant  strides 
in  the  surroundings  we  provide  for  our 
worship  experiences.  I  really  don't 
mind  the  cafes,  the  bookstores,  the 
theaters  or  the  super-duper  education¬ 
al  spaces.  In  fact,  I  enjoy  and  affirm  it 
all.  But,  a  shopping  mall  church  does¬ 
n't  make  the  new  heaven  and  the  new 
earth. 

Mr.  Wesley  continually  reminds  us 
that  we  need  to  be  “going  on  to  perfec¬ 
tion.”  And  unless  I  have  missed  it 
somewhere,  we  have  yet  to  arrive. 
When  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth 
arrive,  we  won't  recognize  it  as  any  of 
our  old  surroundings.  All  will  be  made 
new  and  perfect.  It  will  be  different 
and  delightful. 

I  long  for  that  day  of  newness.  I 
fully  expect  my  journey  to  take  me 
there  someday  but  I  shall  rejoice  in  the 
revelations  of  God  I  have  between  now 
and  then,  even  those  in  car  washes 
and  new  church  buildings.  I  fully 
know  that  when  Jesus  comes  in  his 
fullness  and  when  God  is  seated  on 
the  throne  (now  there's  another  of 
those  images  of  something  familiar)  in 
front  of  me,  I  shall  be  so  awed  with  it 
all  that  I  will  know  at  last  what  "new" 
means.  That's  what  I  hunger  to  see. 

I'm  glad  to  be  on  this  mysterious 
and  expectant  journey  with  you.  Ah, 
yes!  New  every  morning . 

In  Christ's  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Senior  High  Retreats 

Youth  from  around  the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered  for  two  senior  high 
retreats  in  February  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Guest  speaker  Dr. 
Jim  Meyer,  professor  at  Southwest  Missouri  State  University  delivered  a  mes¬ 
sage  on  relationship  building.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 
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One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  March  6 


Within  days  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
disaster,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  provided  food, 
clothing,  shelter  and  medical  help  to 
survivors. 

But  the  first  weeks  of  a  catastrophe 
are  only  the  beginning. 

UMCOR  will  be  in  the  region  for 
years — rebuilding,  returning  people 
home,  helping  create  replacements 
for  lost  livelihoods,  giving  comfort. 


One  hundred  percent  of  every  dollar 
donated  to  a  specific  UMCOR  project 
goes  to  that  project — not  to  agency 
administrative  costs. 

Through  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  United  Methodists  can  give 
to  this  worthy  agency  by  placing 
donations  in  the  collection  plates  on 
Sunday,  March  6.  This  special  offering 
underwrites  UMCOR’s  "cost  of  doing 
business.”  Please  give  generously! 


Commemorating  Black  History  Month 

Tindley  recognized  as 'grandfather' of  gospel  music 


BY  DEAN  B.  MCINTYRE 

It  is  Thomas  A.  Dorsey  (1899- 
1993),  composer  of  “Precious  Lord” 
and  “There  Will  Be  Peace  in  the 
Valley,”  who  is  known  as  the  “Father 
of  Gospel  Music.” 

But  if  that  is  true,  then  Charles 
Albert  Tindley  (1851-1933)  is  the 
“Grandfather  of  Gospel  Music,”  for  it 
was  Tindley  who  virtually  invented 
the  style  a  generation  before  Dorsey 
began  composing,  and  it  was  Dorsey's 
hearing  Tindley’s  hymns  at  an  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  in  Philadelphia  that  led 
Dorsey  to  begin  writing  religious 
music.  Dorsey  had  previously  been  a 
successful  jazz  and  blues  musician 
who  often  made  use  of  bawdy  and 
brash  lyrics.  While  Dorsey  went  on  to 
successfully  blend  the  sacred  spiritu¬ 
als  and  hymns  with  the  secular  style 
of  blues  and  jazz,  he  always  acknowl¬ 
edged  his  debt  to  Tindley. 

Tindley  was  born  July  7,  1851  in 
Berlin,  Maryland,  fourteen  years 
before  the  end  of  the  American  Civil 
War,  the  son  of  slave  parents.  By  age 
five,  both  of  his  parents  had  died.  By 
age  seventeen  he  had  taught  himself 
how  to  read.  He  moved  to 
Philadelphia  and  found  employment 
as  the  janitor  for  the  Calvary 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  took 
night  classes  and  later  correspon¬ 
dence  courses  from  Boston 
University,  eventually  being  ordained 
in  the  Methodist  ministry,  serving 
appointments  in  South  Wilmington, 
Odessa,  Ezion,  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
and  May,  New  Jersey.  From  1899-1902 
he  served  as  presiding  elder  of  the 
Wilmington  district. 

In  1902  Tindley  was  appointed 
pastor  of  the  Calvary  Methodist 
Church,  the  church  that  had 
employed  him  thirty  years  earlier  as 
its  janitor.  This  was  to  be  his  position 
until  his  death  in  1933. 

During  his  appointment  at 
Calvary,  the  church  experienced  great 
growth  in  numbers  and  ministry, 
growing  to  over  7,000  members  that 
included  African  Americans, 
Europeans,  Jews,  and  Hispanics. 

Upon  building  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing,  the  congregation  changed  its 
name  over  Tindley’s  protest  to  Tindley 
Temple  Methodist  Church. 

Tindley  died  July  26,  1933  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 


was  also  buried. 

Tindley  composed  forty-seven 
hymns,  some  of  which  are  still  pro¬ 
tected  by  US  copyright  law.  Tindley’s 
hymns  formed  the  basis  of  the  black 
gospel  hymn  style  for  all  who  came 
after.  They  were  based  on  the  spiritual 
and  the  blues  and  included  elements 
from  white  gospel  style.  Tindley  wrote 
his  hymns  within  the  older  tradition 
of  African  American  worship  and 
music  that  included  distinctive 
preaching  and  singing  styles,  lining- 
out,  shouting,  hand-clapping,  impro¬ 
vised  melodies,  rhythmic  keyboard 
accompaniments,  and  congregational 
interjections  of  hallelujahs  and 
amens.  The  congregation  would  often 
sing  along  with  the  choir  or  soloist. 
Later  in  the  twentieth  century  the 
style  included  the  addition  of  the 
electronic  organ,  especially  the  early 
Hammond  organs,  and  percussion 
instruments.  Tindley’s  lyrics  are  a 
reflection  of  the  daily  lives  of  African 
Americans  of  the  time,  and  speak  of 
poverty,  discrimination,  suffering, 
with  deliverance,  freedom  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  day  coming. 

There  are  five  Tindley  hymns  in 
The  United  Methodist  Hymnal  (1989): 

-no.  373,  “Nothing  Between  My 
Soul  and  My  Savior”  (NOTHING 
BETWEEN) 

-no.  512,  "When  the  Storms  of  Life 
Are  Raging”  (STAND  BY  ME) 

-no.  522,  “If  the  World  from  You 
Withhold”  (LEAVE  IT  THERE) 

-no.  524,  “Beams  of  Heaven  As  I 
Go”  (SOMEDAY” 

-no.  525,  “We  Are  Tossed  and 
Driven”  (BY  AND  BY) 

There  are  other  Tindley  hymns 
available  on  The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  worshfip-preaching- 
music  website,  with  others  to  follow: 
-’’Heaven’s  Christmas  Tree” 
http:  /  / www.gbod.org/ worship  /  def 
ault.asp?act=reader&item_id=  101 34&1 
oc_id=17,897,898 

-Til  Overcome  Someday”  (please 
add  link  when  it’s  available) 

“I’ll  Overcome  Someday”  is  the 
hymn  that  was  transformed  into  the 
greatest  of  all  the  civil  rights  era’s 
freedom  songs,  “We  Shall  Overcome” 
(United  Methodist  Hymnal,  no.  533). 

A  full  list  of  Tindley’s  hymns  may 
be  found  at  http://www.gbod.org/ 
worship/default.asp?act=reader&item 
_id=13477&loc_id=  1 7, 1 003. 


Superintendents,  from  page  1 


Bethley 


Burgess 


Cain 


Miller 


Louisiana  Conference  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  with  them  in  the 
years  ahead.  Please  put  them  and 
their  families  on  your  prayer  fists  as 
they  continue  to  serve  their  respective 
churches  and  prepare  to  make  a  move 
to  their  District  Offices  in  June,” 


Bishop  Hutclunson  wrote  in  a  recent 
e-mail  to  conference  clergy.  District 
superintendents  remaining  on  the 
Cabinet  are  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
Acadiana;  Dr.  Doug  Ezell,  Lake 
Charles;  and  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
New  Orleans. 


Igniting  Ministry,  from  page  7 


the  Conference's  annual  television 
campaigns  creates  top-of-mind 
awareness  for  seekers  and  affirma¬ 
tion  for  United  Methodists,"  said 
Jackie  Vaughan,  director  of  Matching 
Grants  for  UMComm. 

For  the  first  time,  the  conference 
has  also  received  a  matching  grant  of 


$3,000  in  support  of  the  ongoing 
Hispanic  Radio  Ministry  in  New 
Orleans. 

Individual  congregations  which 
have  received  matching  grants  for  the 
Lenten  season  include  Grace  Comm¬ 
unity  UMC  in  Shreveport  and  Asbury 
UMC  in  Bossier  City. 


Peace  With  Justice'  grant  deadline  March  1 


The  La.  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  will  meet  Sat.,  March  5  at 
10  a.m.  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  to  review  grant 
requests  from  the  Peace  With  Justice 
Fund. 

Grant  requests  should  be  sent  to  Rev. 


Abraham  Davis,  4212  Annette  St.,  New 
Orleans,  70122  by  March  1. 

Application  forms  are  available  from 
Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  (225)  336-9801,  fax 
(225)  334-0650,  jpwood929@aol.com,  or 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Discerning  the  Cali 

March  4-5, 2005 

Is  God  leading  you  in  the  direction  of  ordained  ministry? 

If  you  answered  “yes”  or  “maybe”,  your  participation  in 
Discerning  the  Call  would  be  very  beneficial! 

For  more  information  and  to  register,  call  (225)  346-1646  or 
visit  the  Conference  web  site  at  www.la-umc.org. 


Save  the  date.... 

The  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  will  hold 
their  Spring  Gala  on  March  17  at  Governor's  Mansion.  Gov. 
Kathleen  Babineaux  Blanco  and  First  Gentleman,  Raymond 
S.  Blanco  will  be  in  attendance.  For  more  information  call 
Robin  Dunne  at  (225)  931-3664. 

The  mission  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation  is  to  build  chapels  on  prison  grounds  to  further 
the  kingdom  of  God. 
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Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of  Phillips  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  stands  in  front  of  an  8,000-square  foot  ware¬ 
house  that  will  be  renovated  to  serve  as  an  interim  community  center  in  a  part  of  the  city  known  as  Gert  Town.  The  area  suffers  from 
homelessness,  drug  use,  unemployment  and  an  abandoned  chemical  facility  containing  DDT  and  Agent  Orange.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Connelly,  from  page  7 

with  the  New  Orleans  City  Council  and 
13  area  non-profit  organizations  to 
design  and  implement  what  will  be 
known  as  the  Gert  Town  Revitalization 
Initiative.  The  15-year  redevelopment 
plan  for  the  area  will  include  new  hous¬ 
ing,  re-aligning  of  streets,  a  business 
development  center,  a  community  cen¬ 
ter,  shops  and  even  a  "serenity"  park  in 
the  center  of  Gert  Town.  This  ambitious 
plan  will  cost  an  estimated  $100  million- 
plus.  Approximately  $400,000  has  been 
collected  already  by  GRI,  allocated  for 
community  capacity  building  and  devel¬ 
opment. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  fund  development  to 
be  done.  The  13  non-profits  working 
with  us  are  dedicated  to  that  effort,  and 
we  have  hopes  of  federal  funding,"  said 
Connelly.  "Besides  putting  an  infrastruc¬ 
ture  in  place,  the  most  important  aspect 
of  this  project  is  to  build  the  capacity  of 
Gert  Town's  residents  to  get  and  hold 
jobs  and  to  develop  their  entrepreneur¬ 
ial  spirit." 

One  major  stumbling  block  has  the 
project  currently  on  hold.  Only  a  few 
blocks  away  from  Phillips  Memorial 
UMC  is  the  site  of  an  abandoned  chemi¬ 
cal  plant.  When  the  Thompson- 
Haywood  plant  closed,  it  was  later  dis¬ 
covered  that  chemicals  remained  on  site, 
despite  promises  from  plant  representa¬ 
tives  that  no  substances  remained  on 
the  premises.  "Toxicologists  have  discov¬ 
ered  DDT  and  Agent  Orange,  among 
others.  Ultimately  we  discovered  that 
there  are  still  approximately  2,000 
pounds  of  chemicals  buried  under  the 
building  and  about  1,000  pounds  left 
inside  the  site,"  said  Connelly. 

A  meeting  with  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  and  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  be 
held  Feb.  24.  "Although  there  was  an  ini¬ 
tial  settlement  regarding  the  plant,  area 
residents  will  be  meeting  with  DEQ  and 
EPA  representatives  this  week  to  find  out 
what  their  plan  is  for  a  final  and  com¬ 
plete  cleanup  of  the  site,  said  Connelly. 

Involving  the  community  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  component  of  the  redevelopment 
plan  has  proved  essential. 

"One  Sunday  after  services,  church 
members  went  out  as  a  group  to  con¬ 
duct  a  Community  Need  Survey.  We 
went  door  to  door,  asking  folks  what 
they  believed  to  be  the  critical  needs  for 
the  area.  We  asked  about  affordable 
housing,  child  care,  education,  health, 


youth  programs  and  more.  We  used  the 
results  from  these  surveys  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  redevelopment  plan, 
which  was  ultimately  designed  by  the 
Urban  Technical  Assistance  Program  for 
Columbia  University,"  said  Connelly. 

The  church  recognized  that  these 
community  needs  had  to  be  addressed 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Interim  programs  and  facilities  had  to 
be  identified  to  start  the  response  to 
those  in  need  of  services. 

"We  have  acquired  a  warehouse 
across  the  street  that  we  can  use  rent- 
free  for  a  year.  The  building  has  8,000 
square  feet  of  space.  Once  renovated,  the 
facility  will  house  computer  training,  self 
defense  and  exercise  classes,  and  a 
youth  center  with  an  indoor  basketball 
court  and  ping  pong  tables,"  said 
Connelly. 


Currently,  the  church  is  sponsoring 
after  school  tutorial  programs,  Saturday 
activities  for  youth,  and  weekend  classes 
for  adults  on  employment  retention. 
"Sometimes  folks  may  be  able  to  get  a 
job,  but  have  difficulty  keeping  it.  In 
these  classes,  we  work  on  building  con¬ 
flict  management  skills  and  personal 
development,"  said  Connelly. 

Also  kicking  off  is  the  Nehemiah 
Youth  Development  Program,  designed 
for  children  and  youth  ages  5-18  and 
focused  on  enriching  mind,  body  and 
spirit.  Components  include  tutoring  and 
mentoring  programs,  career/ employ¬ 
ment  fairs,  recreational  activities  and  an 
apprentice  program. 

"We're  currently  working  with  a 
restaurant  on  the  corner  where  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  taught  the  art  and  business 
of  catering.  The  focus  will  not  be  on 


teaching  the  kids  how  to  be  waiters  or  to 
operate  a  cash  register.  This  is  about 
learning  a  career  and  empowering  them 
to  some  day  own  their  own  business.  We 
want  to  set  higher  standards  for  these 
young  people,"  said  Connelly. 

When  asked  where  he  finds  the  ener¬ 
gy  to  initiate  and  keep  this  multitude  of 
community  projects  going,  Connelly 
replies,  "I  really  believe  that  it  is  my  call¬ 
ing  to  serve  here  and  that  this  is  part  of 
the  journey  of  my  ministry.  I  can  look 
back  and  see  that  every  place  God  has 
brought  me  was  in  preparation  for  this 
task. 

“At  Phillips  Memorial  UMC,  we  are 
pushing  ourselves  out  of  the  church's 
four  walls  and  into  a  community  in 
need.  We  are  doing  it  with  hands  on, 
personal  relationships  just  as  Jesus 
would  have  done." 


Children's  Home  Promotes  New  Web  Page 

Scholarships  Available 

To  power  up  and  use  a  new  tool,  you  have  to  plug  it  in  first. 

La.  Annual  Conference  United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarship 

Deadline:  April  15 

To  help  empower  your  church  to  be  an  informed  congrega- 

For  application  contact:  La.  Annual  Conference 

tion,  you  are  invited  to  plug  in  to  Louisiana  Methodist 

Scholarship  Request 

527  North  Blvd. 

Children’s  Home’s  web  page,  www.lmch.org. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 

Establish  a  link  to  LMCH  on  your  church’s  web  site.  The 

(for  Centenary  and  Dillard  Students) 

Deadline:  March  1 

site  provides  an  excellent  way  to  educate  and  inform  your 

For  application  contact:  Dr.  Sarah  S.  Kreutziger 

members  about  events  and  ongoing  activities  at  LMCH. 

135  East  Livingston  Place 

Metairie,  LA  70005 

February  25, 2005 
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Painting  the  future 

The  first  stage  of  the  North  Cross  United  Methodist  Church's  new  church  plant 
is  rapidly  nearing  completion  in  Madisonville  under  the  direction  of  pastor  Flint 
Shea.  On  Friday,  Feb.  18,  Rev. Tim  Smith  (Pearl  River,  Slidell),  Nick  Evans 
(Aldersgate,  Slidell),  Wybra  and  Judy  Price  (FUMC,  Denham  Springs),  Larry 
Norman  (LAVIM)  and  Jerry  Hilbun  (FUMC,  Slidell)  lent  a  hand  by  applying  the 
final  coat  of  paint  of  the  multipurpose  worship  space  and  preparing  walkways. 
The  new  building,  located  on  Hwy  21,  between  1-12  and  downtown 
Madisonville,  houses  the  church's  offices,  children's  Sunday  School  rooms, 
kitchen  and  foyer.  The  congregation  will  begin  worship  in  the  building  on 
March  6  and  hold  its  dedication  services  on  March  1 3.  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson  will  preach.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman. 


Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Spring  Retreat 

“I  am  the  Clay” 

April  12-13 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

$75  for  single  occupancy 

$60  for  double  occupancy 

Send  registration  to:  Mary  Beth  Foye 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Include  check  payable  to:  LACEF 

Registration  information  must  include  name,  address,  phone  numbers, 
dietary  information,  roommate  preference,  church  name  and  your 
district  name.  Registration  deadline  is  April  4! 


Thirty-five  clergy  attended  the  churchanew.now  workshops  Jan.  28-29. 


Churchanew.now  workshops  focus  on  discovery 


Churchanew.now,  a  conference 
program  focusing  on  transformation, 
recently  held  two  events  at  the  con¬ 
ference  center  in  Woodworth. 

The  first  in  a  series  of  clergy  train¬ 
ings,  entitled  “Discovering  What’s 
Going  on  Out  There  . . .  and  in  Here,” 
drew  an  attendance  of  35  clergy  on 
Jan.  28. 

The  second  churchanew.now 
Cluster  Workshop  for  lay  teams  and 
pastors  of  the  was  held  on  Jan.  29  at 
the  center.  Currently,  17  churches  are 
participating  in  the  18-month-long 
process.  A  total  of  116  attended  the 
workshop. 

Eunice  Chigamura,  missioner  for 
tire  Lake  Charles  District,  was  present 
at  the  training.  A  native  of  Africa  and 
a  recent  graduate  of  Emory 
University,  she  wrote  the  following 
about  the  training: 

The  Saturday  workshop  was  quite 
educational  for  me  as  someone  com¬ 
ing  from  a  different  culture  and 
social  background.  What  was  pro¬ 
found  about  it  is  the  realization  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  (in 
some  congregations)  in  North 
America,  is  in  a  crisis  of  survival. 

Since  coming  to  America  three  and 
half  years  ago,  it  had  not  occurred  to 
me  that  a  number  of  congregations 
are  faced  with  closure  unless  they 
evangelize  their  neighborhoods  and 
attract  young  people  to  come  to 
church.  Although  I  read  about  the 
crisis  of  the  church  while  I  was  in 
seminary,  it  remained  more  a  theory 
than  reality.  I  appreciate  the  denomi¬ 
national  call  for  a  paradigm  shift  in 
the  way  congregations  discern  God’s 
call  to  ministry. 

I  found  the  suggested  strategies  of 
bringing  about  change  to  be  very' 
practical  and  powerful.  In  the  strate¬ 
gic  profiling  exercises,  churches  will 
hopefully  learn  about  the  new  reali¬ 
ties  they  need  to  face  if  they  are  to 
survive  to  fulfill  God’s  mission  of  dis- 
cipleship.  Some  suggested  plans  of 
action  for  data  collection  are,  holding 
a  congregational  “Conference  of  the 
Past”,  using  hypothesis  statements  to 
create  dialogue  with  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  also  holding  “A  congrega¬ 
tional  conference  on  the  present”.  It 
is  crucial  to  remember  that  this  pro¬ 
filing  is  not  something  that  can  be 
done  over  night  and  haphazardly. 
This  is  a  process  that  may  take  about 
4-7  months.  Therefore,  congregations 
under  the  churchanew  plan  need  to 
do  some  careful  planning  of  activities 
in  a  way  that  will  encourage  dialogue 


within  the  membership  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  The  church  coordinating 
team  will  work  closely  with  their  pas¬ 
tor,  church  council,  missioner,  dis¬ 
trict  mission  team,  and  conference 
church  extension  director  in  this 
strategic  data  gathering  process. 

My  role  as  missioner  in  this 
process  is  to  work  very  closely  with 
the  two  churches  in  my  district.  I 
appreciate  the  need  to  communicate 
and  visit  the  churches  and  attend 
some  of  their  meetings  to  get  an 
update  of  their  progress  in  the 
process.  To  help  the  churches  in 
gathering  data,  the  district  missioner 
will  work  with  the  district  mission 
team  to  provide  and  train  personnel 
for  the  interviews  for  the  “conference 
on  the  past”.  The  conferences  will 
help  congregations  to  remember  and 
reflect  on  their  rich  heritage. 
Consequently,  they  will  explore  ways 
of  encouraging  those  traditions  they 
want  to  keep.  In  any  case,  these  tradi¬ 
tions  formulate  who  they  are,  their 
identity.  In  the  process  of  remember¬ 
ing,  one  believes  that  congregations 
will  come  to  realize  that  some  things 
have  changed.  Hopefully  this  will 
persuade  the  congregations  to 
embrace  change.  As  suggested,  the 
church’s  coordinating  team  will  at 
this  point  introduce  hypothesis  state¬ 
ments  to  encourage  the  congregation 
to  reflect  on  their  present  situation 
and  suggest  the  way  forward. 

The  use  of  hypothesis  statements 
is  a  powerful  way  of  challenging  the 
congregation  to  reflect  on  issues 
affecting  them  and  begin  dialogue.  I 
appreciate  the  need  not  only  for 
innovative  ways  of  presenting 
hypothesis  statements  but  also  to 
involve  the  whole  congregation  in 
learning  how  the  organization  deals 
with  different  aspects  of  their  congre¬ 
gational  life.  In  order  for  the  process 
to  succeed,  the  coordinating  team 
needs  to  work  with  the  church  coun¬ 
cil  to  develop  a  time  plan  and  identi¬ 
fy  talented  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  After  reflecting  on  the  past,  the 
congregation  will  be  persuaded  to 
examine  the  present  state  of  affairs 
by  holding  a  “conference  of  the  pres¬ 
ent.”  All  the  suggested  strategies  are 
very  practical  ways  of  dealing  with 
the  crisis. 

I  will  certainly  adopt  some  of  the 
strategies  presented  at  the  workshop. 
I  realize  the  need  for  a  paradigm  shift 
in  preparing  sermons  and  doing 
ministry  in  light  of  the  prevailing 
changes  in  church  membership,  cul¬ 
ture,  and  church  neighborhood. 
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Sunday  School/Christian  Education-lt's  for  Life! 


What  images  come  to  mind  when 
you  hear  the  words  Christian  educa¬ 
tion?  Are  your  first  thoughts  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  classrooms  studying  the 
Bible?  For  many  of  us  the  Sunday 
school  is  the  primary'  place  that  we 
think  of  when  we  consider  what  it 
means  to  provide  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  But  exactly  what  is  it  that  hap¬ 
pens  in  a  Sunday  school  class  or 
small  group  experience  that  enables 
Christian  education  and  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  to  take  place? 

Christian  education  happens 
when  people. . . 

1.  Learn  the  Bible 

People  learn  about  God’s  love  as 
they  hear  the  stories  of  the  Bible.  It  is 
in  Christian  education  settings  that 
children,  youth  and  adults  learn  the 
stories  of  the  people  of  God  and 
become  familiar  with  God's  teachings 
through  their  study  of  the  Bible. 

2.  Accept  God's  Grace 

Knowledge  of  the  Bible  doesn’t 

create  Christians.  The  belief  that  the 
words  of  the  Bible  are  God's  message 
to  us  is  what  impels  a  person  to 
become  a  Christian.  It  is  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  God's  saving  grace  offered 
through  Jesus  Christ  as  a  special  gift 
that  enables  one  to  become  the  per¬ 
son  God  created  him  or  her  to  be. 

3.  Grow  in  Christian  Faith 

Christian  faith  becomes  a  reality 

when  the  stories  of  the  Bible  and  our 
personal  experiences  of  God's  love 
and  grace  inspire  us  to  love  God  and 
to  trust  God's  guidance,  as  we  make 
decisions  about  Living  our  lives  each 
day. 

4.  Become  Part  of  a  Christian 
Community 


Christians  recognize  that  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  grow  in  relationship  to  God  is 
possible  only  in  fellowship  with  other 
Christians.  Although  Christians  value 
tune  alone  in  prayer  and  communion 
with  God,  Christians  also  welcome 
times  to  praise  God  and  give  thanks 
for  God's  gracious  love  and  care  in 
worship  and  prayer  with  one  another. 

5.  Answer  God's  Call  to  Christian 
Living 

Living  a  Christian  life  does  not 
come  automatically.  It  comes 
through  study,  worship,  and  learning 
together.  Sunday  school  is  a  begin¬ 
ning  for  children  and  youth.  Sunday 
school,  as  well  as  many  other  small 
group  settings  for  Christian  forma¬ 
tion,  is  essential  for  adults!  When 
people  learn  to  follow  the  example  of 
Jesus  Christ,  they  become  Christian 
examples,  revealing  the  love  of  God 
through  their  own  actions  at  home,  at 
work,  at  play,  at  church,  or  anywhere 
they  may  be.  Through  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  activities  at  church,  individu¬ 
als  and  families  find  ways  to  serve 
God  by  serving  others. 

Christian  education  is  a  lifelong 
process  of  learning,  believing,  grow¬ 
ing,  and  serving. 

Christian  education  is  a  scared 
responsibility.  To  give  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  less  than  our  best  would  be 
unfaithful  to  the  life  God  has  called 
us  to  live  and  to  the  world  God  has 
called  us  to  serve.  What  is  your 
church  doing  in  the  area  of  Christian 
education?  For  more  information 
and/or  ideas,  contact  our  Conference 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  Rev. 
John  Edd  Harper  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
email  johnedd@bellsouth.net. 


UM  missionaries  safe  after  political  crisis  in  Nepal 


All  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Nepal  are  safe  in  the  wake  of  a  February 
political  crisis  that  includes  a  Maoist 
rebel  blockage  of  the  capital  city  of 
Kathmandu. 

“We  have  been  in  touch  with  all  of 
our  personnel  and  all  are  safe  at  this 
time,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Edith 
Gleaves,  head  of  the  mission  personnel 
section  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  international  mission 
agency  of  the  denomination.  "The  situa¬ 
tion  is  not  yet  stable  and  we  ask  for 
prayer  both  for  our  missionaries  and  for 
peace  in  Nepal.” 

Currently,  five  of  eight  missionaries 
assigned  to  Nepal  are  there;  three  were 
out  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the 
most  recent  political  upheaval.  Of  the 
five,  two  are  physicians,  one  is  a  teacher, 
and  the  other  two  are  engaged  in  con¬ 
gregational  development 

King  Gyandendra  of  the  Himalayan 
kingdom  dismissed  the  government  and 
suspended  civil  liberties  in  early 
February  in  a  move  to  restore  order.  A 
Maoist  insurgency  has  waxed  and 
waned  for  nine  years  and,  according  to 
press  reports,  resulted  in  more  than 
10,000  deaths. 

The  insurgents  responded  to  the 
king's  action  with  a  blockade  of 
Kathmandu  enforced,  according  to 


Radio  Australia  on  February  14,  by 
threats  of  violence  more  than  by  actual 
action.  A  new  government  appointed  by 
the  king  is  attempting  to  end  the  stale¬ 
mate. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
major  participant  in  the  United  Mission 
to  Nepal  that  for  50  years  has  provided 
medical  and  dental  services  for  the 
country  that  lies  between  India  and 
China.  Dr.  Elma  Jocson  is  a  surgeon  at 
the  United  Mission  Hospital  in  Tansen, 
and  Dr.  Mark  Zimmerman  is  medical 
director  of  the  Patan  Hospital  in 
Kathmandu.  Dierdre  Zimmerman,  also  a 
missionary,  is  a  nutritionist  but  is  cur¬ 
rently  on  leave. 

Janet  McCarty  is  a  teacher  in 
Kathmandu. 

Nepal  is  also  one  of  the  1 1  mission 
initiatives  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  initiative  is  served  by 
Missionaries  Devi  Bahadar  and  Karuna 
Bhujel,  who  are  native  Nepalese  based 
in  the  city  of  Biratnagar  about  a  45 
minute  drive  from  Kathmandu. 

Another  missionary  couple,  John  and 
Peggy  Emberson,  are  visiting  churches 
in  the  United  States  during  the  first 
quarter  of  2005.  He  is  a  doctor  and  she  is 
a  dentist.  Their  term  of  service  will  con¬ 
clude  at  the  end  of  March  at  their 
request. 


Handbell  hymns  available 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
offering  handbell  arrangements  of  seven 
hymns  for  Lent  and  Holy  Week.  These 
may  be  obtained  without  charge  on  the 
GBOD  worship-preaching-music  web¬ 
site  at  http:/ /www.gbod.org/worship/ 
default  .asp?act=reader&item_id= 1 3484& 
loc_id=17,823. 


for  Lent  and  Holy  Week 

Titles  include: 

-  All  Glory,  Laud  and  Honor 

-  Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus 

-  Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen  Today 

-  God  So  Loved  the  World 

-  O  Sacred  Head,  Now  Wounded 

-  Up  from  the  Grave  He  Arose 

-  Were  You  There? 


educator  named  new  Congo  bishop 


Prominent 

A  prominent  educator  and  world  ecu¬ 
menical  leader  is  the  new  United 
Methodist  bishop  of  the  Central  Congo 
in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo 
(DRC). 

Dr.  David  Kikomba  Yemba,  dean  of 
the  faculty  of  theology  at  Africa 
University  in  Zimbabwe,  was  elected  at  a 
regional  conference  in  the  city  of 
Kamina,  DRC  after  a  delay  in  the  voting. 
A  large  number  of  delegates  had  been 
stranded  by  a  train  derailment  between 
Kamina  and  Kantanga.  A  special  air  lift 
brought  them  to  the  site  so  they  could 
participation  in  the  election. 

Bishop  Yemba  succeeds  Bishop 
Onema  Fama  as  leader  of  the  Central 
Congo  Area,  which  is  comprised  of  four 
annual  conferences  with  a  combined 
membership  of  200,000  persons.  Bishop 
Onema  has  served  in  the  episcopacy  for 
32  years  and  in  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  for  more  than  a  half  century. 

“We  warmly  applaud  the  election  of 
Bishop  Yemba,”  said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy 
Day,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“He  is  already  a  highly  regarded  leader 
not  only  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  but  also  of  world  Christianity.” 
The  international  mission  agency  works 


closely  with  bishops  around  the  world. 
There  are  some  one  million  United 
Methodists  and  three  bishops  in  the 
DRC. 

The  new  bishop  is  among  the  best 
known  Christian  ecumenical  figures  of 
the  day.  He  has  been  moderator  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  forum  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  since  1999  and  is  a 
frequent  speaker  on  Christian  unity  and 
cooperation.  He  is  a  close  colleague  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Kobia,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Council,  who  is  a  Methodist 
from  Kenya. 

In  all  areas  of  his  work- -as  scholar, 
clergy,  and  ecumenist-Bishop  Yemba 
has  a  particular  interest  in  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  ethnic,  national,  and 
denominational  identifies.  He  has  a 
strong  commitment  to  the  universal 
nature  of  the  Christian  church. 

Bishop  Yemba  received  his  theologi¬ 
cal  training  at  the  Free  University  of 
Congo  and  holds  a  doctoral  degree  from 
the  University  of  Strasbourg  in  France. 

At  Africa  University,  located  at  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  he  has  been  part  of 
the  team  that  has  turned  the  institution 
into  a  world  class  university  in  only  10 
years.  He  is  a  vice  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Historical  Society. 


Pastor  from  Finland  named  bishop  of  Russia  UMC 


The  Rev.  Hans  Vaxby,  a  native  of 
Sweden  and  a  pastor  in  Helsinki, 
Finland,  is  the  new  bishop  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Russia 
and  several  adjoining  countries. 

He  was  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Northern  European  Central 
Conference  in  Moscow  on  February  1 1 . 

Bishop  Vaxby  is  returning  to  the 
episcopal  office.  He  served  12  years  as 
bishop  of  the  Nordic  and  Baltic  area 
under  the  system  of  term  episcopacy 
followed  in  European  United 
Methodism. 

Election  to  lead  the  Eurasia  United 
Methodist  Area  came  on  the  third  bal¬ 
lot.  Bishop  Vaxby  received  43  out  of  the 
61  possible  votes  from  delegates  from 
12  annual  conferences.  Forty-one  votes 
were  needed  for  election.  There  were 
nine  original  candidates. 

Bishop  Vaxby  succeeds  retiring 
Bishop  Ruediger  Minor,  who  is  the 
immediate  past  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and  a 
former  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


“We  welcome  Bishop  Vaxby  and 
pledge  to  him  our  cooperation  in  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry,”  said  the  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day,  chief  executive  of  the  glob¬ 
al  ministries’  agency,  who  was  present 
in  Moscow  for  the  election.  Russia  is 
one  of  1 1  “mission  initiatives”  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
United  Methodist  bishop  in  Moscow 
and  board  staff  work  together  closely 
on  a  wide  range  of  issues. 

The  new  bishop’s  priorities  include 
the  continuing  development  of  indige¬ 
nous  clergy  and  lay  leadership  in  this 
area,  which  includes  Russia,  Ukraine, 
Moldova,  and  other  sections  of  central 
Asia.  His  office  will  be  in  Moscow.  In  a 
telephone  interview  from  the  site  of 
the  conference  meeting,  he  said  that 
an  immediate  objective  is  to  “learn 
Russian.” 

The  Eurasia  Area  currently  has  120 
congregations,  most  of  them  served  by 
indigenous  pastors,  and  many  of  them 
linked  in  partner  relationships  with  con¬ 
gregations  or  conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  Western  Europe. 


In  Memoriam 

January 

February 

James  Christie  1/2/05 

Claude  Henkel  2/7/05 

Rupert  Coles  1  / 19/05 
Sharon  Teeter  1/24/05 

Earlena  Crammer  2/12/05 

Horace  Brumfield  1/25/05 
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Where  Trees  Grow 

Writer  reflects  on  world  we  pass  on  to  children 


Hope  Norman  Coulter,  board 
member  for  Heifer  Project 
International,  is  the  director  of  the 
Arkansas  Hunger  Coalition  and  an 
adjunct  instructor  of  writing  at 
Hendrix  College  in  Conway,  Ark. 

An  active  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Coulter  is  the  granddaughter  (of  Rev. 
Roy  Johns)  and  great  granddaughter 
(of  Rev.  Henry  S.  Johns)  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  served  in  the 
La.  Conference  for  many  years. 

BY  HOPE  COULTER 

My  seven-year-old  was  refusing  to 
wear  sunscreen,  so  I  explained  why 
he  needs  it.  The  earth  is  surrounded 
by  a  protective  atmosphere,  including 
a  layer  of  ozone,  I  told  him.  With 
growups  driving  so  many  cars  and 
cutting  so  many  trees,  the  ozone  layer 
is  thinning,  and  bad  rays  from  the 
sun  are  getting  in.  These  bad  rays  can 
make  you  have  skin  cancer  when 
you're  older,  but  sunscreen  helps  to 
block  them. 

After  a  minute  he  looked  at  me 
skeptically  and  said,  "Is  this  a  fib?" 

I  wish  it  were.  I  wish  the  world 
we're  passing  on  were  better  in  every 
way;  cradled  more  thickly  in  ozone, 
less  polluted,  less  war-torn,  more 
leafy,  more  just. 

My  children  are  among  the  lucky. 
They  have  clean  water,  comfortable 
homes  and  medical  care,  caring 
teachers  and  parents.  They  have 
ample  food,  clothes  and  activities. 

But  because  of  the  grossly  unbal¬ 
anced  economies  of  the  planet,  these 
lucky  are  the  few.  Many  American 
children  go  home  to  bare  cupboards, 
are  not  tucked  in  at  night  and  have 
never  seen  the  dentist.  In  troubled 
areas  around  the  world  conditions 
are  even  worse:  genocide  and  AIDS 
have  orphaned  entire  generations, 
bullets  and  land  mines  endanger 
children's  play,  and  food  and  clean 
water  are  scarce. 

The  widening  gap  between  rich 
and  poor  is  not  a  passive  emptiness. 

It  has  a  destructive  power.  What  we 
do  every  day  either  contributes  to  the 
forces  that  are  driving  us  apart  or  else 
helps  draw  us  together.  We  can  with¬ 
draw  further  into  private  enclaves  of 
wealth  and  privilege  in  an  attempt  to 
shut  out  pain  and  trouble;  or  we  can 

LAVIM  mission  to  Heifer 

A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Team  will  travel  to  Perryville,  Ark. 
from  March  27-30  to  work  at  the 
Heifer  Learning  and  Livestock 
Center. 

The  center,  a  component  of  the 
Heifer  Project  International,  serves  to 


let  down  our  guard,  open  ourselves 
and  help  our  children  engage  with 
the  realities  around  them.  The  first 
route,  while  it  might  shield  a  few,  will 
further  degrade  and  destabilize  the 
planet.  The  other  course  may  take  us 
temporarily  out  of  our  comfort  zones, 
but  it  leads  in  the  long  run  to  a  more 
secure  harmonious  world. 

Almost  all  of  us  have  children  in 
our  lives--if  not  our  own  offspring, 
then  nieces  and  nephews,  friends' 
kids  and  strangers',  who  notice  the 
choices  we  make.  Do  we  react  to 
other  people  out  of  prejudice  and 
fear,  or  project  ourselves  imaginative¬ 
ly  into  their  circumstances?  Do  we 
model  consumption  or  stewardship, 
immediate  gratification  or  a  patience 
with  process?  Do  we  try  to  notice 
other'  needs,  relax  our  grasp  on  our 
own  possessions  and  let  go  of  our 
sense  of  entidement? 

In  Yeat's  poem  "A  Prayer  for  My 
Daughter,"  the  narrator  paces  around 
his  child's  cradle  during  a  raging 
storm.  He  pictures  the  woman  he 
would  like  her  to  become,  the  love 
and  prosperity  he  wants  for  her.  But 
the  howling  winds  outside  remind 
him  of  forces  that  he  knows  will  work 
against  her  happiness-destructive 
"arrogance  and  hatred"  and  their  by¬ 
products.  He  wishes  intensely  that 
she  be  like  "a  spreading  laurel  tree," 
"rooted  in  one  dear  perpetual  place" 
and  able  to  withstand  the  "assault 
and  battery  of  the  wind." 

Every  afternoon,  at  the  school  in 
my  neighborhood,  a  varied  group  of 
adults  gathers  in  the  shade  of  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  old  oaks.  We're  the  caretakers— 
parents,  grandparents,  uncles,  aunts 
and  sitters.  Some  are  old  and  heavy 
and  propped  on  canes;  some  are  lithe 
and  young  with  babies  on  the  hip.  We 
smile  and  talk  a  litde,  but  always  our 
eyes  cut  back  to  the  school.  We're 
waiting.  We  visit  some  more,  shift 
babies'  weight,  rattle  our  keys. 

Finally  the  doors  open,  and  chil¬ 
dren  come  pouring  out-a  few  trudg¬ 
ing  slowly,  looking  around,  others 
running  full  tilt  down  the  sidewalk 
with  their  backpacks  flying  out 
behind.  Under  the  trees  the 
grownups  move  forward.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  a  river  of  diverse  color, 
streaming  laughter  and  shouts.  What 
kind  of  world  do  we  hand  them? 

Center  set  for  March 

offer  hands-on  educational  opportu¬ 
nities  and  projects  that  increase 
awareness  of  world  hunger. 

The  LAVIM  mission  team  to 
Perryville  will  be  led  by  Rachel  Scott. 
Interested  parties  can  reach  Rachel 
at  (318)  797-8721. 


E-Church  2005 

An  initiative  of  Windsor  Village  UMC  designed  to  develop,  equip  and  empower  leaders 
and  servants  for  effective  service  in  the  Church. 

March  30-April  2,  The  Power  Center  in  Houston,  Texas 
For  registration  information,  visit  the  website  at  www.kingdombuilders.com 


New  parsonage 

First  United  Methodist  of  Arcadia  recently  acquired  a  new  parsonage,  situated 
on  a  shaded  corner  lot  in  a  quiet  residential  neighborhood  a  few  blocks  from 
the  church.  The  large  back  yard  is  enclosed  for  privacy  by  a  six-foot  cedar  fence, 
"The  house  has  a  two-vehicle  carport  and  is  very  spacious  and  airy.  It  has  a  for¬ 
mal  living  room,  and  a  formal  dining  room.  The  center  of  the  home  is  the  large 
den/living  area.  The  house  has  three  bedrooms,  each  with  it's  own  bath,"  said 
John  Campbell,  board  of  trustees.  The  former  parsonage  has  been  dedicated  to 
use  by  the  youth  program. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baker  recently  hosted  a  Lenten  dinner  catered 
by  Chef  John  Folse.  Members  of  the  community  were  also  invited  to  attend. 
Photos  by  Jackie  Alford  and  Jack  Minton. 


8 


Louisiana  ConferenceA^/ 


February  25,2005 


Medical  supplies  donated 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Moss 
Bluff  UMC  recently  coordinated  the  dona¬ 
tion  of  1 1  boxes  of  medical  supplies  to  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin. 
Lake  Charles  Memorial  Hospital  provided 
the  supplies  worth  thousands  of  dollars, 
said  Rev.  David  DeWitt,  chaplain  at  the 
hospital.  Pictured  far  left  are  Linda 
Bienvue,  Dewitt  and  Carolyn  Langley.  At 
left  are  Moss  Bluff  UMW  President  Anne 
Fields,  Carolyn  Langley  and  UMCOR  long¬ 
term  volunteer  "Sock"  Sockrider. 


World  Methodist  Europe  Leadership 
Conference  on  Evangelism 

Cliff  College  (near  Sheffield,  England) 

Aug.  15-25, 2005 

North  American  Methodist/Wesleyan  bishops, 
clergy  and  laity  are  invited  to  attend 
For  more  information  on  this  international  event, 
visit  the  website  at  www.wmei.ws 


Religious  Awards  Campout 

April  8-10 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

Sponsored  by  La.  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
Event  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson's 
Confirmation  Day,  April  9 
$15  per  Youth  (includes  meals  and  materials) 

$7  per  Adult  (Includes  meals  and  materials) 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev.  James  Poole,  (318)  357-8296. 


Volunteers  needed 
for  mentoring  program 

United  Methodist  HOPE 
Ministries,  a  Capital  Area  United 
Way  Agency,  is  seeking  volunteers 
for  its  Family  Mentoring  program. 
The  Family  Mentoring  program 
matches  willing  volunteers  with 
families  who  are  at  risk  for  home¬ 
lessness. 

Mentor  teams  help  guide  the 
family  members  to  make  wise  deci¬ 
sions,  cope  with  negative  circum¬ 
stances,  and  solve  problems  using 
our  community's  resources. 

HOPE'S  goal  is  to  help  these  families 
gain  greater  self-sufficiency  with 
dignity. 

A  public  informational  meeting 
will  be  held  at  6  p.m.  Thursday, 
March  3,  at  the  United  Methodist 
Mission  Center,  4643  Winbourne 
Avenue  in  North  Baton  Rouge  to 
outline  opportunities  to  volunteer. 
Training  should  begin  sometime  in 
April. 

The  Family  Mentoring  program 
has  many  success  stories.  Quite  a 
few  families  have  successfully  main¬ 
tained  their  home,  sought  and 
secured  employment,  finished 
schooling,  and  gone  on  to  lead  pro¬ 
ductive  lives.  There  are  many  more 
families  who  need  the  same  kind  of 
guidance,  advice,  and  advocacy. 

United  Methodist  HOPE 
Ministries  works  in  collaboration 
with  other  partner  agencies  to  iden¬ 
tify  families  who  would  benefit  from 
this  program. 

For  more  information,  please  call 
lanet  Simmons,  Volunteer 
Coordinator,  at  355-0702,  ext.  22  or 
e-mail  to  janet-umhope@cox.net. 
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What's  Your  Excuse 
for  not 

writing  a  will? 


Writing  a  will  can  be  as  simple  as  making  lists  of 
your  assets,  liabilities  and  those  individuals  and 
institutions  for  whom  you  would  like  to  make  a  difference  after 
your  lifetime.  Without  a  will,  your  loved  ones  could  lose 
control  over  your  belongings  or  assets  after  death.  Wills  are  for 
everyone,  not  just  the  wealthy. 

Do  you  need  help  getting  started  with  a  will?  Do  you  need  to 
update  your  will?  Our  FREE  will  information  kit  can  help. 

» 

For  your  free  will  information  kit,  contact  us: 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 
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Committee  on  Relief  receives  $1 5  million  for  tsunami  aid 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.  on  June  8. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
to  be  available  online 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  will  be  posted  on 
the  Conference  Website  for  down¬ 
loading. 

If  it  is  impossible  for  anyone 
attending  this  year's  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  have  access  to  a  computer  for 
downloading,  the  Conference  Area 
Offices  can  provide  you  with  a  printed 
copy. 

You  must  make  your  request  in 
writing  to:  Pat  Bolander,  La.  Annual 
Conference  Offices,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  by  April  8. 


Summer  camps/3 

Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  A  total  of  $15 
million  has  been  contributed  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
for  post-tsunami  recovery  work  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  region. 

“We  are  extremely  pleased,  but  we  are 
not  surprised,”  said  Roland  Fernandes, 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  is  UMCOR’s 


parent  organization.  “United  Methodists 
are  known  for  their  generosity  in  times 
of  great  human  distress.” 

On  Dec.  26,  massive  tidal  waves,  set 
off  by  an  underwater  earthquake,  devas¬ 
tated  large  land  areas  around  the  Indian 
Ocean.  The  nations  of  Sri  Lanka  and 
Indonesia  were  hit  hardest. 
Contributions  began  arriving  at  UMCOR 


the  next  day  and  have  not  stopped. 

The  $15  million  figure,  as  of  Feb.  23, 
includes  donations  from  all  sources — 
credit  cards,  checks  sent  directly  to  the 
agency  and  money  channeled  through 
annual  (regional)  conferences  of  the 
denomination. 

See  Tsunami  relief,  page  2 


Coastal  Retreat 


Grand  Isle  UMC  offers  sanctuary 
amid  beauty  of  state's  coastline 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 
EDITOR 

Rev.  Regina  Hickman  readily  shares  with  visitors  how  blessed 
she  feels  to  pastor  Golden  Meadow  and  Grand  Isle  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

In  June  of  2005,  Hickman  begins  her  fifth  year  serving  the 
two-point  charge,  which  she  describes  as  her  "healing  place."  A 
healing  place,  she  says,  because  the  two  congregations  minis¬ 
tered  to  her  and  her  children  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
Tony  in  October  of  2002. 

An  electrician  by  trade  with  a  memorable  sense  of  humor, 
Tony  liked  to  joke  that  he  got  a  "big  charge"  out  of  being  the 
pastor's  spouse.  After  his  untimely  death,  Regina  began  the 
painful  and  redemptive  process  of  healing  from  the  loss. 

"The  people  of  the  Golden  Meadow  and  Grand  Isle  churches 

See  Grand  Isle,  page  7 


Rev.  Regina  Hickman,  top,  stands  in  front  of  Grand  Isle 
United  Methodist  Church,  which  for  a  number  of  years 
has  offered  itself  as  a  retreat  center  for  groups.  "This 
quiet  community  also  offers  an  ideal  spot  for  reflection 
and  rest,"  Hickman  said.  A  coastal  denizen  surveys  the 
landscape,  above.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 
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Tsunami  relief,  from  page  1 


Fernandes  said  the  tabulation  of 
tsunami  gifts  is  slowed  by  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  keeping  that  money  separate 
from  funds  contributed  to  UMCOR’s 
many  other  projects. 

Contributions  for  tsunami  relief 
and  rehabilitation  can  be  made  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  Gifts  may  be  placed 
in  the  offering  plate  of  any  United 


Methodist  church  or  sent  to  the  La. 
Conference  Office  at  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802. 

Designate  the  contribution  for 
“Advance  #274305,  South  Asia 
Emergency.”  The  UMCOR- Sager 
Brown  depot  is  also  in  need  of  flood 
buckets  to  replenish  supplies  that 
have  been  depleted. 


UM  giving  up  despite  membership  drop 


United  Methodists  increased  their 
giving  by  nearly  4  percent  to  the 
denomination’s  churchwide  ministry 
during  2004,  despite  the  loss  of  more 
than  69,000  members. 

The  increase  of  almost  $4.4  million 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
seven  apportioned  funds  marks  a 
reversal  from  slight  decreases  in  the 
two  preceding  years,  noted  Sandra 
Lackore,  treasurer  and  head  of  the 
denomination’s  financial  agency. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  significant 
number  of  local  congregations  and 
conferences  that  faithfully  met  their 
commitment  to  make  possible  the 
work  of  our  church,”  Lackore  said  in  a 
letter  sent  to  church  officials  with 
final  figures  for  the  year. 

Membership  declined  by  69,141  to 
a  total  of  less  than  8.2  million  U.S. 
members,  including  clergy.  This  fig¬ 
ure  is  based  on  congregational  statis¬ 
tics  collected  for  2003  and  reported 
through  the  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences  after  their  sessions  in  spring 
2004. 


These  numbers  reflect  a  continu¬ 
ing  decline  in  U.S.  membership  that 
has  been  ongoing  for  at  least  three 
decades.  The  giving  reported  here  is 
for  2004. 

About  1.9  million  additional  mem¬ 
bers  live  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa, 
but  those  statistics  are  not  complete 
because  some  of  those  conferences 
meet  later  in  the  year.  The  fastest 
growth  in  church  membership  is 
occurring  in  Africa. 

Gifts  to  the  seven  funds  totaled 
$116.8  million  in  2004,  an  increase  of 
3.9  percent.  When  combined  with 
other  offerings  and  funds,  total 
United  Methodist  churchwide  giving 
for  the  year  was  $159.3  million. 

“The  faithfulness  of  United 
Methodists  is  amazing,”  Lackore  said. 
“We  have  spent  far  too  little  time  as  a 
denomination  helping  our  members 
and  friends  connect  their  faith  jour¬ 
ney  with  their  giving  journey.  Despite 
that,  faithful  United  Methodists  con¬ 
tinue  to  generously  support  our 
denominational  financial  covenant. 


E-Church  2005 

March  30-April  2 

The  Power  Center  in  Houston, Texas 


An  initiative  of  Windsor  Village  UMC  designed  to  develop,  equip 
and  empower  leaders  and  servants  for  effective  service  in  the 
Church.  For  registration  information,  visit  the  website  at 

www.kingdombuilders.com 


Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

Spring  Retreat 

“I  am  the  Clay” 

April  12-13 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

$75  for  single  occupancy 

$60  for  double  occupancy 

Send  registration  to:  Mary  Beth  Foye 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Include  check  payable  to:  LACEF 

Registration  information  must  include  name,  address,  phone  numbers, 
dietary  information,  roommate  preference,  church  name  and  your 
district  name.  Registration  deadline  is  April  4! 


Safe  Sanctuaries' video  resource  available 


Editor’s  Note:  This  is  the  regular  col¬ 
umn  of  the  Conference  Department  of 
Education. 

“Safe  Sanctuaries  (Reducing  the  Risk 
of  Abuse  in  the  Church  for  Children  and 
Youth)”  is  now  available  from  your 
Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Center 

Safe  Sanctuaries  (VHS  or  DVD)  brings 
information  to  help  Christian  clergy  and 
laity  assess  risk  and  implement  process¬ 
es  to  reduce  the  likelihood  of  abuse  in 
your  congregation.  If  you  have  not  yet 
developed  policies  to  protect  both  the 
children  and  youth  in  your  care  and  the 
adults  who  work  with  them,  now  is  the 
time! 

Segment  1-Why?  The  tragic  reality  of 
sexual  abuse;  the  scriptural  basis  for  our 
response;  recognizing  various  kinds  of 
abuse;  the  impact  of  abuse  on  victims, 
abusers,  families,  friends,  and  congrega¬ 
tions;  statistics  (more  than  3  million 
reported  cases  a  year);  and  insurance 
and  liability  issues. 

Segment  2-How?  Evaluating  the  risk 
in  your  church;  establishing  abuse-pre¬ 
vention  policies;  recruiting,  screening, 


and  hiring  workers;  guidelines  for  volun¬ 
teers;  and  day-to-day  procedures  for 
safety. 

Segment  3-Reporting  and 
Responding.  A  plan  for  legal  reporting; 
responding  to  the  victim,  to  the  victim's 
family,  to  the  news  media,  to  insurance 
agents,  and  possibly  to  the  abuser  and 
the  abuser's  family;  and  support  min¬ 
istries. 

A  resource  workbook  accompanies 
the  VHS  or  DVD  and  contains:  sugges¬ 
tions;  sample  forms  (for  screening  work¬ 
ers,  requesting  background  checks, 
doing  reference  checks,  reporting  sus¬ 
pected  abuse,  etc.);  a  step-by-step  plan 
for  developing  policies  and  procedures 
to  prevent  child  abuse;  suggested  train¬ 
ing  session  plan  for  all  church  workers 
with  children  and  youth;  a  worship  serv¬ 
ice  outline  celebrating  the  adoption  of 
policies  and  procedures  for  your  local 
congregation;  and  a  bibliography  of 
other  suggested  resources. 

To  reserve  this  resource,  contact 
Shirlene  Spears  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
e-mail  at  shirlens@bellsouth.net. 


Celebrate  Women's  History  Month  with  hymns 


March  is  designated  as  Women's 
History  Month  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

One  way  to  observe  Women's 
History  Month  is  to  sing  hymns  that 
were  written  by  women.  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  worship¬ 
preaching-music  website  has  made 


available  a  list  of  selections  in  The 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  and  in  The 
Faith  We  Sing  that  were  composed, 
authored,  arranged,  translated,  or 
otherwise  contributed  to  by  women. 

Resources  for  Women's  History 
Month  are  available  online  at 
www.gbod.org/worship/. 


Third  Annual  Youth  Enrichment  Summit 

March  18-20 

Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 

Designed  to  help  youth,  parents,  church  and  community  leaders  make  a 
positive  impact  in  life  with  Jesus  Christ 
Three  days  of  discussion  forums,  bible  study  and  worship 
For  more  information  contact  Pastor  Darlene  A.  Moore  at  (225)  775-4106 
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La.  United  Methodist  camps  gearing  up  for  summer  fun 


Youth  relax  together  during  summer  camp  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc, 
top.  At  Camp  Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge,  a  camper  plunges  down  the  slide,  above. 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

BY  DAWN  AND  JASON  WRIGHT 
CO-SITE  DIRECTORS 

We  have  been  here  in  Louisiana  over 
a  year,  and  with  more  than  16  years  of 
camp  leadership  experience  we  have 
been  excited  to  see  this  ministry  grow. 
Our  theme  for  this  summer  is  "Deeper 
into  God"  and  we  are  going  to  be  dig¬ 
ging  into  God’s  Word  to  find  out  more 
about  our  purpose  in  this  world. 

Uskichitto  has  some  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  things  for  our  programming:  a  new 
high  ropes  course  30  feet  in  the  air  with 
nine  elements,  new  archery  range,  and  a 
new  eight-foot  slide  for  the  pool. 

Excitement  builds  as  we  continue  to 
make  huge  improvements  to  our  beauti¬ 
ful  camp  and  retreat  center. 

New  events  such  as  Week  of  the  Cross 
will  involve  going  into  the  local  commu¬ 
nity  to  serve  with  our  hands  by  raking, 
cleaning,  fixing,  building  and  more. 

We  have  a  Birthday  Bash  which  will 
include  entertainment  from  our  differ¬ 
ent  churches  and  community,  swim¬ 
ming,  archery,  hiking,  lunch,  and  of 
course  lots  of  fun  celebrating  the  min¬ 
istry  of  URC. 

Something  else  that  is  near  and  dear 
to  us  is  foster-parenting/ adoption.  So 
we  are  putting  together  a  weekend  cele¬ 
brating  the  miracles  that  happen  within 
fostering  and  adoption. 

Through  it  all  God  still  works  and  as 
families  we  will  have  time  to  relax,  talk, 
have  fun,  and  know  that  God’s  Love  real¬ 
ly  does  take  us  in. 

2005  URC  Summer  Schedule: 

April  29t  -  May  1st  Active  Christian 
Training  (Counselor  In  Training)  $35 

June  4  URC  Birthday  Bash  $6 
(meal) 

June  12-17  is  (4-6  grades)  Faith 
Challengers  $175 

June  19-24  is  (6-9  grades)  Cross 
Training  $190 

June  26-28  is  (2-4  grades)  Discovering 
God  $95 

June  29-30  is  (K-2  grades)  Jesus 
Explorers  $50 

July  5-8  is  (9-12  grades  &  adults)  Week 
of  the  Cross  $150 

July  10-15  is  (4-6  grades)  Faith 
Challengers  too  $175 

July  17-22  is  (7-12  grades)  Adventures 
in  Discipleship  $190 

September  3-5  (Foster  &  Adoptive 
Families)  ‘‘When  Love  Takes  You  In” 
Weekend.  (Prices  vary  with  size  of  fami¬ 
ly.  Please  call  for  more  information.) 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

PO  Box  118 

Le  Blanc,  LA  70651 

337-738-4218 


Camp  Istrouma 

BY  DAVID  BRIGNAC 
DIRECTOR 

Are  you  looking  for  a  Christian  adven¬ 
ture  experience  for  your  children  and 
youth  this  summer?  Camp  Istrouma 
offers  an  excellent  choice  located  on  167 
acres  approximately  15  miles  northeast 
of  Baton  Rouge  at  25975  Greenwell 
Springs  Rd.  in  Greenwell  Springs, 
Louisiana.  The  week-long  sessions  offer 
a  wide  variety  of  activities  and  opportu¬ 
nities,  including  Bible  study,  crafts,  tal¬ 
ent  show,  skits,  small  group  character 
building  sessions,  many  recreational 
activities,  including,  hiking,  low  ropes 
course,  swimming,  fishing,  blob,  zipline, 
100  ft.  waterslide,  32  ft.  climbing  wall, 
other  group  games  and  events. 

Our  air  conditioned  lodges  are  mod¬ 
ern  with  individual  bathrooms  and  car¬ 
peted  floors,  with  separate  facilities  for 
boys  and  girls. 

Our  camp  is  open  to  all  children  and 
youth  and  is  supervised  24  hours  a  day 
by  trained  counselors. 

Sessions  are  open  from  Monday 
tlrrough  Friday  for  a  six-week  period 
beginning  June  13.  Children  who  have 
completed  second  grade  through 
eleventh  grades  are  accepted  on  a  first 
come,  first  accepted  basis.  Registration 
forms  are  available  at  all  United 
Methodist  Churches  or  can  be  obtained 
on  our  web  site  at  campistrouma.com 
Additional  information  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  (225)  665-8008  or  (225)  261- 
2089. 

Camping  Sessions  for  2005 

Senior  High  -  June  13-17 

(Completed  8th,  9th  10th,  or  11th 

grade  in  2005) 

Directors:  Carolyn  Dove 


Younger  Elementary  -  July  5-8 
(Completed  2nd  or  3rd  grade  in  2005) 
Co  Directors:  Bill  &  Judy  Willis 

Junior  High  1  -  June  20-24 
(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in  2005) 
Director:  Christina  Lochbrunner 

Older  Elementary  I  -  June  27-July  1 
(Completed  4th  or  5th  grade  in  2005) 
Directors:  Darryl  Tate 

Junior  High  II  -  July  11-15 
(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in  2005) 
Co-Directors:  James  Moore  &  Heather 
Haussler 

Older  Elementary  II  -  July  18-22 
(Completed  4th,  or  5th  grade  in  2005) 
Director:  Quinn  O’Bannon 


Caney  Conference  Centre 

BY  JAMES  PARKERSON 
MANAGER 

I  want  to  welcome  all  future  campers. 
We  are  going  to  have  a  wonderful  time 
worshiping,  playing,  and  learning  here 
in  one  of  Gods  more  beautiful  sur¬ 
roundings.  Since  this  is  my  first  year  at 
Caney  as  manager  I  hope  to  make  your 
stay  as  enjoyable  as  possible.  A  lot  has 
changed  at  Caney  but  we  still  provide 
the  same  great  camps  and  of  course 
everyone's  favorite  the  food!  Some  of 
you  might  remember  me  as  the  life¬ 
guard  here  for  seven  years.  After  leaving 
Caney  I  attended  Louisiana  Tech 
University  and  got  a  degree  in  Family 
and  Child  Studies.  It  was  only  after  I 
obtained  my  degree  that  I  received  the 
calling  to  come  back  to  Caney  and  con- 


See  Caney,  page  7 
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Religious  Awards  Campout 

April  8-10 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

Sponsored  by  La.  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
Event  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson's 

Confirmation  Day,  April  9 
$15  per  Youth  (includes  meals  and  materials) 

$7  per  Adult  (Includes  meals  and  materials) 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev.  James  Poole,  (318)  357-8296. 


World  Methodist  Europe  Leadership 
Conference  on  Evangelism 

Cliff  College  (near  Sheffield,  England) 

Aug.  15-25, 2005 

North  American  Methodist/Wesleyan  bishops, 
clergy  and  laity  are  invited  to  attend 
For  more  information  on  this  international  event, 
visit  the  website  at  www.wmei.ws 


Wesley  Ray  UMC  hosts 
Black  History  program 

The  Education  and  Youth 
Department  of  Wesley  Ray  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Angie  sponsored 
their  annual  Black  History  Program  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  27  at  1 1  a.m. 

The  worship  service  was  designed 
around  a  play  that  depicts  the  various 
roles  and  achievements  of  African 
Americans  from  their  civilization  period 
in  Africa  as  kings  and  queens;  to  their 
captured  lives  as  slaves  in  America;  their 
struggles  as  black  Americans;  and  the 
continuous  developments  of  creativity 
as  African-Americans. 

Cast  members  included  Tara  Brooks, 
Elaine  Roberts,  Golden  Ootsey,  Eric 
Russ,  Tashe  Harry,  Normeka  Bullock, 
Keneisha  Claiborne,  HK  Torrence, 
Thomas  Jefferson  IV  Brittany,  Carmen, 
and  Jerry  Keys,  O’ Kesha  Morris,  Hope 
Jefferson  and  Marcus  Jefferson. 

Members  of  the  congregation  were 
dressed  in  clothing  to  depict  the  lives 
and  social  periods  of  African- 
Americans  from  early  civilization,  slav¬ 
ery  and  farming  eras.  The  cast  and  con¬ 
gregation  wore  clothing  such  as  African 
dashikis  and  long  shiirts,  bonnets, 
aprons  and  overalls.  The  play  was 
directed  by  Belinda  Jackson,  Education 
Chairperson. 

As  an  annual  and  traditionally  added 
feature,  the  church  also  held  a  “Potluck 
Feast”  furnished  by  the  women  of  the 
church  and  coordinated  by  Felecia 
Jefferson,  youth  sponsor.  Immediately 
after  service,  the  dinner  was  held  in  the 
Wesley  Ray  Elementary  School 
Cafeteria,  wliich  was  decorated  in  bal¬ 
loon  arrangements  of  red,  black,  green 
and  gold. 


The  Pre-Conference 

Report  will  be 
available  soon  online. 

Download  it  at 
www.la-umc.org 


Dates:  April  18-19,  2005 

Location:  LA  Conference  Center,  Woodworth,  LA 

Variety:  th 

of  Preaching 

"With  preaching,  as  with  any  other  activity,  it's 
easy  to  get  in  a  rut.  What's  interesting  one 
week  may  become  predictable  with  time.  This 
workshop  will  explore  creative  approaches 
to  texts  that  yield  a  variety  of  engaging 
communication  plans  for  sermons.  Whether 
you're  a  novice  or  veteran  preacher,  you  will  find 
a  fresh  approach  to  take  home  with  you." 

-  Dr.  McKenzie 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Alyce  M.  McKenzie  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Homiletics  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  Ordained  as  an  elder  1981,  Dr.  McKenzie  is  a  member 
of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
McKenzie  received  her  BA  in  the  History  of  Religions  from  Bryn  Mawr  College 
(1977),  her  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  the  Divinity  School  of  Duke  University 
(1980),  and  her  Ph.D.  in  homiletics  from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  in  1994. 
Dr.  McKenzie  has  served  both  associate  and  senior  pastorates  at  several  churches  in 
Central  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  From  1994-1998  she  served  as  Visiting  Lecturer 
in  Homiletics  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  and  as  Consultant  in  Preaching  and 
Worship  to  pastors  of  the  Central  and  Eastern  Conferences,  UMC. 

D.r.  McKenzie  is  the  author  of  several  books.  Her  Preaching  Proverbs:  Wisdom 
for  the  Pulpit  was  published  by  Westminster  John  Knox  Press  in  1996.  Her 
Matthew  volume  of  the  Interpretation  Commentary  Study  Series  was  published 
by  Geneva  Press  in  1998.  Her  latest  book  entitled  Preaching  Biblical  Wisdom  in  a 
Self-Help  Society  was  published  by  Abingdon  Press  in  November,  2002.  Another 
book  entitled  Hear  and  Be  Wise:  Becoming  a  Teacher  and  Preacher  of  Wisdom  was 
pubhshed  by  Abingdon  Press  in  2004. 

Dr.  McKenzie  is  a  frequently  featured  teacher  and  preacher  at  both  lay  and  clergy 
workshops  and  conferences  around  the  United  States. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Alyce  McKenzie 
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Clergy  Women's  retreat  set  for  May  1 0-1 1 


The  theme  for  the  event  will  be 
"Women  of  the  Well"  (A  Sacred 
Gathering  Place  to  Share  Witness  and 
Testimonies)  from  John  4:1-15, 27-30, 
39-42. 

The  annual  2005  La.  Conference 
Clergy  Women's  Spiritual  retreat  will  be 
held  on  May  10-1 1  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth.  Partial  scholar¬ 
ships  will  be  available  on  a  limited  basis. 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so, 
please  send  your  written  ministry  jour¬ 
neys  to:  Rev.  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie,  Co 
Chair-CWSR,  Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
404  South  Huntington,  Sulphur,  LA, 


70663.  All  biographicals  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  as  a  documented  history  of  the 
journeys  of  faithful  pioneering  women 
of  the  yesteryears  and  clergy  women  of 
today.  These  bios  will  become  a  perma¬ 
nent  resource  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  many  generations  to 
come. 

Be  on  the  watch  for  registration  forms 
and  more  information  about  this  excit¬ 
ing  2005  Clergy  Women's  Spiritual 
Retreat.  For  more  information,  contact 
Rev.  Marva  LMitchell,  Co-Chair  CWSR 
emaihmitchellm  1 29@aol.com, 

(504)  945-1239. 


UMCom  enters  $1.2 

MARLBORO,  Mass.  (UMNS)— 
Using  the  latest  technology,  United 
Methodist  Communications  is 
embarking  on  a  course  to  better  serve 
the  church  around  the  world. 

The  agency’s  governing  directors, 
meeting  Feb.  23-26,  voted  to  enter 
into  a  $1.2  million  partnership  with 
Kintera  Inc.,  a  San  Diego-based 
provider  of  technology  services  to 
nonprofit  organizations. 

The  move  will  allow  UMCom  to 
build  a  technology  infrastructure  for 


million  media  deal 

meeting  the  growing  expectations  of  a 
multimedia  world. 

UMCom’s  new  Kintera  partnership 
also  will  support  the  work  of  the 
Central  Conference  Communications 
Initiative,  mandated  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  top  legislative  assembly  in 
2004. 

Through  the  initiative,  the  agency 
is  working  diligendy  to  improve  com¬ 
munication  systems  and  resources  for 
church  members  in  Europe,  Africa 
and  Asia. 


April  18-19,  2005 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Presents 
The  3rd  Annual  Preaching  Convocation 


Variety:  the 

of  Preaching 

with  Dr.  Alyce  M.  McKenzie 


Costs: 

$25  before  March  31  (Early  Bird) 

$30  before  April  8  (Deadline) 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  "LA  Conference" 
and  write  "Preaching  Convo”  in  the  memo  line. 


Registration  does  NOT  include  housing  costs. 


Housing: 

Participants  must  secure  their  own  housing,  the 
cost  of  which  is  separate  from,  and  in  addition 
to,  registration  for  this  event.  Housing  is  available 
at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  318.449.4500 


To  register  contact: 

The  Rev.  Donnie  Wilkinson 
St  Andrews  UMC 
P.O.  Box  194 
Sterlington,  LA  71280 
318.665.4483 


Convocation  Schedule 

Monday,  April  18 

1:00  p.m. 

Worship  -  Dr.  McKenzie  Preaching 

2:00  p.m. 

Break 

2:30  p.m. 

Teaching  Session  #1 

4:15  p.m. 

Evening  Worship 

5:00  p.m. 

Dismiss  for  Evening 

Tuesday,  April  19 

8:30  a.m. 

Morning  Worship 

9:45  a.m. 

Teaching  Session  #2 

11:45  p.m. 

Lunch 

1:15  p.m. 

Teaching  Session  #  3 

2:30  p.m. 

Worship  -  Dr.  McKenzie  Preaching 

3:00  p.m. 

Dismissed 

Remember  to  bring  your  Bible 


Methodists  to  welcome 
Catholics  for  dialogue 

DALLAS  (SMU)  -  Catholics  and 
Methodists  will  meet  March  17-19  at 
SMU  to  continue  work  on  reconciling 
differences  as  part  of  a  process  began 
over  35  years  ago. 

SMU's  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
will  host  the  "Dialogue  toward  Unity:  A 
Conference  on  International  Roman 
Catholic/Methodist  Relations"  as  a  part 
of  these  two  denominations'  commit¬ 
ment  to  reconciling  differences  among 
the  various  Christian  traditions  so  they 
might  some  day  reach  unity. 

"Christians  generally  affirm  that  the 
Church  is  'one,'  and  the  existence  of  lots 
of  separate  denominations  causes  some 
problems  for  that  affirmation,  unless 
you're  willing  simply  to  claim  that  yours 
is  the  one  true  church  and  all  these  oth¬ 
ers  are  simply  wrong,"  says  Charles 
Wood,  the  Lehman  Professor  of 
Christian  Doctrine  in  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

"The  mainline  Protestant  bodies 
haven't  been  willing  to  claim  that,  and 
since  the  Second  Vatican  Council  (in  the 
early  1960s),  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  also  been  reaching  out  to 
other  Christians  not  simply  as  individu¬ 
als  but  as  genuine  'ecclesial  communi¬ 
ties,'  and  has  stimulated  the  ecumenical 
movement  in  a  big  way."  The  Rev.  Scott 
Jones,  a  Methodist  bishop  and  confer¬ 
ence  co-organizer,  said  the  purpose  of 
the  conference  is  to  seek  greater  under¬ 
standing  and  cooperation. 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
its  predecessors  have  been  committed 
to  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  since 
John  Wesley’s  time  250  years  ago,"  said 
Jones.  "One  of  the  watchwords  for  the 
ecumenical  movement  is  that  our  mis¬ 
sion  is  enhanced  by  unity.  As  we 
approach  non-Christians,  if  we  cannot 
get  along  with  each  other,  the  outsiders 
will  not  respect  our  message." 

Ecumenical  discussions  take  the 
form  of  bilateral  conversations,  where 
two  church  bodies  work  for  a  sustained 
period  of  time  at  trying  to  better  under¬ 
stand  each  other,  find  points  of  agree¬ 
ment,  see  where  their  differences  really 
lie,  and  explore  what  might  be  done  to 
overcome  them.  Since  1967,  Methodists 
and  Catholics  have  had  a  standing  Joint 
Commission  which  meets  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Pontifical  Council  for 
the  Promotion  of  Christian  Unity  and 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 
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Phoenix  gets  Native  American  congregation 


TEMPE,  Ariz.  (UMNS)— Seeing  a 
growing  need  in  the  Phoenix  area,  a 
United  Methodist  initiative  is  nurtur¬ 
ing  a  new  Native  American  congrega¬ 
tion. 

The  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Gathering,  one  of  the 
newest  fellowships  for  Native 
Americans,  has  been  meeting  for 
three  years.  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  has  played  a 
major  role,  providing  the  fellowship 
with  funding  support. 


The  new  fellowship  in  Phoenix  is 
one  of  six  urban  ministries  funded  by 
the  Native  American  Comprehensive 
Plan  in  the  past  five  years,  according 
to  Ann  Saunkeah,  the  plan’s  executive 
director. 

Created  by  the  1992  General 
Conference,  the  plan  emphasizes 
Native  American  spirituality,  congre¬ 
gational  and  leadership  develop¬ 
ment,  and  involvement  in  the  life  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
denomination  includes  more  than 
18,000  known  Native  Americans. 


Service  to  memorialize  lost  pregnancies 


A  service  of  compassion  and  hope, 
conducted  by  Rev.  Cathy  Arends,  RN,  of 
Paracletia,  Inc.  is  open  to  all  families 
who  have  lost  a  baby  during  pregnancy. 
Special  ministry  emphasis  will  be  with 
those  who  have  lost  babies  in  the  first  20 
weeks  due  to  miscarriage,  therapeutic 

Southern  to  coordinate 

Rev.  Rodney  Wooten  from  Scott 
United  Methodist  Church  and  The 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University  have  coordinated  a 
Volunteers  In  Mission  trip  to  Dulac 
Community  Center  from  April  8-10. 


termination,  abortion  and/or  tubal 
pregnancy. 

The  memorial  service  will  be  at 
2:30  p.m.  on  April  3  at  Meadows  Chapel 
UMC  in  Prairieville.  For  additional 
information,  contact  Rev.  Arends  at  (225) 
677-9303  or  www.parecletia.org. 

mission  to  Dulac  April  8 

Accompanying  the  group  will  be  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission. 

For  more  information  regarding  the 
mission,  contact  Wooten  at  (225)  778- 
0076. 


Henning  youth  enjoy  activities 
several  days  during  the  week 


Fellowship,  food,  and  fun 
seem  to  be  the  theme  for  the 
youth  of  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  For 
these  teenagers,  there  has 
never  been  a  better  time  to  get 
involved  in  the  church's  many 
activities  for  youth.  Sue 
Touchet,  director  of  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
(UMYF)  says  that  for  nearly 
every  activity,  they  average 
about  20  youth  in  attendance. 
However,  in  a  church  that  has 
80  kids  of  youth  age  and  sever¬ 
al  activities  to  choose  from,  it 
may  not  always  be  the  same 
20  people. 

With  plenty  of  weekly  activ¬ 
ities  and  a  brand  new  youth 
house,  the  UMYF  offers  every¬ 
one  a  chance  to  get  involved 
in  fun  Christian  fellowship. 

On  Monday  mornings  every¬ 
one's  appetite  can  be  satisfied 
with  a  breakfast  at  the  youth 
house  for  the  senior  high  kids. 
These  breakfasts  don't  just 
provide  brain  food,  but  some 
spiritual  food  as  well  with  a 
devotion  and  prayer  time. 

Tuesday  afternoons  from  3- 
5  p.m.  are  a  great  time  to  take 
advantage  of  the  newly  redone 
youth  house.  "The  house  is  a 
gathering  place  for  kids  just 
getting  out  of  school.  We  hope 
it  will  become  their  'home 
away  from  home,"'  said 
Touchet.  There  are  plans  to 
provide  free  tutoring  and  com¬ 
puter  access  for  the  kids  in  the 
future. 


Wednesday  afternoons  are 
Open  Gym  times  at  the  Family 
Life  Center.  The  youth  use  the 
gym  for  playing  games,  home¬ 
work  and  visiting.  "This  has 
been  a  great  way  to  involve 
youth  from  outside  of 
Henning  Memorial  UMC. 
Nearly  50  percent  of  the  kids 
at  Open  Gym  are  non-church 
members  who  come  with  their 
friends,"  added  Touchet. 

Sundays  are  great  days  for 
the  youth  to  feed  their  spirit 
with  Sunday  School  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon  fel¬ 
lowship  from  4-6  p.m. 
Afternoon  activities  include 
time  for  worship,  games  and 
discussion  with  their  peers. 

For  even  more  spiritual 
growth,  a  former  youth  mem¬ 
ber,  Bradley  Swire,  leads  a 
small  group  Bible  Study  at  6 
p.m. 

Rehearsals  for  the  praise 
band  Peace  by  Pieces  is  also 
held  on  Sunday  nights.  The 
band  involves  members  from 
both  the  youth  and  adult  con¬ 
gregations. 

In  addition  to  activities 
specifically  for  them,  the 
youth  are  always  encouraged 
to  involve  themselves  in  the 
adult  aspects  of  the  church. 
Touchet  says,  “The  kids  are 
great.  They  have  great  insight. 
It's  really  fun  to  watch  them 
grow.”  UMYF  is  provides  the 
perfect  doorway  for  youth  to 
make  the  transition  from  child 
to  adult  within  their  church. 


Church  welcomes  court  decision 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— 
Welcoming  new  opportunities 
for  justice  that  seek  restoration 
over  vengeance,  United 
Methodist  leaders  applauded 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  for 
outlawing  die  execution  of 
juvenile  criminals.  The  March  1 
ruling,  they  said,  reflects  a  shift 
in  both  public  and  judicial  sen¬ 
timent  about  the  fairness  of 
capital  punishment  in  general. 
Noting  the  United  Methodist 
Church  opposes  the  death 


penalty  in  all  circumstances, 
they  called  on  the  court  to  ban 
all  executions  in  the  United 
States.  "I  thank  God  that  the 
Supreme  Court ...  has  at  long 
last  ruled  against  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  persons  under  the  age 
of  18,"  said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy 
Day,  top  mission  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Jim  Winkler,  top  executive  of 
the  church’s  social  advocacy 
agency,  also  welcomed  the  5-4 
decision. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Cforgy  Spouse  Retreat 

Friday  and  Saturday  -  March  18-19,  2005 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana 

You  are  invited  to 
Treat  Yours eCf  to  a  “<Re”~  Treat 

Treat  yourseCf  to  a  cup  of: 

-  freshment 
taxation 
U(Rp”  -  creation 
newal 

(Retreat  Leader  -  <Kjv.  Donna  gaither 
Executive  Director  New  Solutions 

What  to  bring:  Bible,  favorite  teacup/mug,  comfortable  clothes  and  shoes,  jacket, 
toiletry  items,  and  a  spirit  of  fun 

Check-in  between  4:00  and  6:00pm  Friday 
Dinner  from  6:00  to  6:30pm 
First  session  begins  at  7:15pm 
Retreat  will  conclude  with  lunch  on  Saturday 
A  registration  fee  of  $5.00  is  payable  upon  arrival 
Use  the  form  below  for  your  reservation 

For  more  information:  Cynthia  Davis  225-654-4818  e-mail:  cynthiadav@bellsouth.net 

Jodie  Harper  225-784-1846  e-mail:  iharper4@bsf.net 


CLERGY  SPOUSE  ROOM  RESERVATION  -  Deadline  March  11,  2005 
(This  serves  as  your  retreat  reservation  also) 

Mail  to:  Louisiana  Conference  Center 
2350  Methodist  Parkway 
Woodworth,  LA  71485 

Name _ Phone _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

E-mail _ Roommate  preference(s) _ 

Room  rate:  Single  $74;  Double  $58:  Triple  or  more  $55  per  person 
Meals  only  (or  any  not  spending  the  night)  Breakfast  $5;  Lunch  $7;  Dinner  $10 
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from  page  3 

tinue  the  traditions  that  have  been  apart 
of  your  life  and  mine  for  so  many  years.  I 
look  forward  to  meeting  you  this  sum¬ 
mer.  For  more  information,  call  (318) 
377-6756  or  visit  www.caneycamp.com. 

Caney  Conference  Centre  offers 
camps  for  all  ages  during  the  summer. 
Pre-camp  is  a  camp  for  first  time 
campers  and  is  only  one  weekend  long. 
The  rest  of  the  camps  are  weeklong 
camps.  There  are  two  Elementary  and 
Junior  High  camps  along  with  one 
Senior  High  camp  so  that  everyone  has 
an  opportunity  for  camp.  Caney 
Conference  Centre'  offers  activities  like 
volleyball,  basketball,  softball,  swim¬ 
ming,  canoeing,  four  square,  and  much 
more  to  all  the  campers.  Caney 
Conference  Centre’  also  hosts  specialty 
camps  like  Grace  Camp,  which  is  a 
camp  for  children  who’s  parents  have 
been  incarcerated. 

May  30-June  3 
Senior  High 
(Entering  Grades  10-12) 

$145 

June  10-12 
Pre-Camp 

(Entering  Grades  3-4) 

$85 

June  13-17 
First  Junior  High 
(Entering  Grades  7-9) 

$145 


June  20-25 

Christian  Community  Experience 
(Finishing  Grades  9-12) 

Check  Prices  and  Information  at 
www.cce2005.com 

June  27- July  1 
First  Elementary 
(Entering  Grades  5-6) 

$145 

July  8- July  10 
Grace  Staff  Training 
N/A 

July  11-15 

Grace  Camp 
N/A 

July  18-22 

Second  Junior  High 
(Entering  Grades  7-9) 

$145 

July  25-  29th 
Second  Elementary 
(Entering  Grade  5-6) 

$145 

August  lst-5th 
Soccer  Camp 
(Ages  4-18) 

Prices  listing  and  register  for  at 
www.challengersports.com 


Igniting  Ministry  event  aimed  at  church  lifestyles 


(Dallas,  Tex.) —  “Living  Our 
Promise,”  an  Igniting  Ministry  train¬ 
ing  event,  aimed  at  helping  local 
United  Methodist  congregations 
learn  about  marketing  themselves 
and  honing  their  welcoming  skills, 
will  be  held  Saturday,  April  2,  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Plano,  Tex. 

The  training  session  offers  three 
tracks,  using  the  resources  and  ideas 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Igniting  Ministry  media  campaign. 

“These  training  options  will  help 
more  of  our  churches  connect  with 
Igniting  Ministry,  and  equip  a  greater 
number  of  local  congregations  to 
effectively  share  messages  of  hope, 
comfort  and  inspiration  in  their  com¬ 
munities,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon, 
top  executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  which  coordinates 
the  campaign  and  training  sessions. 

Leading  the  session  at  Plano  will 
be  The  Rev.  Danette  Howell,  pastor  of 
Rector  Memorial  UMC,  San  Antonio; 
Cathy  Farmer,  Director  of 
Communication  for  the  Memphis 
Conference;  and  Francisco  Litardo, 
Executive  Director  for  Programs  at 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Local  host,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Joan  Gray 
LaBarr,  said  of  the  event,  “Our  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  hosting  its  fourth  region¬ 
al  training  event  for  Igniting  Ministry 
on  April  2.  Our  team  is  excited  and 
hopes  that  we  will  be  able  to  re-kin- 
dle  some  of  the  enthusiasm  reflected 
at  the  first  event,  which  outgrew  one 
facility  and  ended  up  with  capacity 


crowds  at  two  Dallas  area  churches. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  local 
church,  conference,  and  general 
church  partnerships  generated  by 
Igniting  Ministry  have  moved  our 
churches  into  the  forefront  of  an 
inviting  and  welcoming  lifestyle.” 

The  three  tracks  allow  churches  to 
participate  in  the  event  regardless  of 
previous  knowledge  or  experience 
with  this  ministry.  Each  person 
attending  will  choose  one  track, 
which  starts  in  the  morning  and  con¬ 
cludes  in  the  afternoon.  Additional 
team  members  from  the  church  may 
attend  the  other  two  tracks,  to  cover 
all  the  sessions  and  explore  all  the 
information  and  resources. 

The  tracks  include: 

*  Starting  Out  includes  an 
overview  of  the  basics  of  welcoming, 
inviting,  and  discipling.  It  also  intro¬ 
duces  the  campaign’s  Planning  Kit,  a 
collection  of  resources  intended  to 
guide  a  congregation  in  setting  up  a 
local  advertising  and  welcoming 
effort. 

*  Moving  On  offers  existing 
Igniting  Ministry  teams  and  leaders 
new  ideas,  plans  and  training 
options,  and  introduces  a  small- 
group  video  study  series,  Beyond  30 
Seconds:  Developing  a  Welcoming 
Congregation. 

*  Living  Up  is  aimed  at  helping 
churches  interested  in  reshaping 
their  community  identity  to  find 
ways,  individually  and  corporately,  to 
live  up  to  the  “open  hearts,  open 
minds,  open  doors”  promise. 


A  bedroom  at  Grand  Isle  United  Methodist  Church  awaits  visitors  to  the  church, 
which  has  served  as  a  group  retreat  center  for  several  years. The  structure  lends 
itself  to  hosting  groups  with  a  large  gathering  room,  an  even  larger  dining  area, 
a  kitchen  and  three  bedrooms.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Grand  Isl6/  from  page  1 


are  very  loving,  accepting  and  nurtur¬ 
ing.  They  were  there  for  me  at  a  criti¬ 
cal  time  in  my  life.  When  I  needed  it 
most,  they  ministered  to  me,"  said 
Hickman. 

Two  of  Hickman's  children,  both 
daughters,  are  married  and  on  their 
own.  She  lives  with  her  son  Brooks, 
age  10,  in  the  parsonage  located  in 
Golden  Meadow.  "After  Tony's  death, 
an  opportunity  fell  in  my  lap  to  buy  a 
house  on  Grand  Isle  which  is  located 
right  behind  the  church  building.  It 
was  in  bad  shape,  but  I  was  able  to 
buy  it  for  a  little  bit  of  nothing.  The 
restoration  of  the  house  was  my  ther¬ 
apy  because  it  was  a  creative  process. 
We  call  it  'The  Easter  House'  because 
restoring  it  was  a  process  of  resurrec¬ 
tion  for  me,"  she  added. 

Appropriately,  Hickman  acquired 
The  Easter  House  on  Good  Friday. 
"This  place  is  a  refuge  for  me  and  my 
son  Brooks  because  there  are  lots  of 
memories  of  living  with  Tony  in  the 
parsonage  in  Golden  Meadow,”  she 
added. 

The  two  stay  very  busy  dividing 
their  time  between  the  two  congrega¬ 
tions.  Hickman  holds  services  every 
Sunday  morning  in  the  Grand  Isle 
church  at  8:30  a.m.,  then  travels  to 
Golden  Meadow  UMC  to  conduct 
services  at  1 1  a.m. 

The  core  congregation  of  Grand 
Isle  UMC  is  a  group  of  five  families 
who  are  devoted  to  the  church.  “The 
church  used  to  be  quite  a  bit  larger 
back  in  the  50 's  and  60 's  when  it  was 
first  built. 

A  large  number  of  folks  from  Texas 
moved  here  to  work  for  Humble  Oil 
during  that  time,  and  most  of  them 
were  either  Methodist  or  Baptist.  So 
the  church  was  built  in  1956,”  said 
Hickman. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  home 
church  for  the  core  families,  Grand 
Isle  UMC  has  become  a  popular  wor¬ 
ship  place  for  tourists  and  regular  vis¬ 
itors.  “Travelers,  many  of  them  from 
northern  areas,  often  visit  Grand  Isle 


seeking  warmer  weather.  This  quiet 
community  also  offers  an  ideal  spot 
for  reflection  and  rest,”  she  added. 

For  a  number  of  years,  the  church 
has  offered  its  facility  as  a  retreat  cen¬ 
ter  for  groups.  The  structure  lends 
itself  to  hosting  groups  with  a  large 
gathering  room,  an  even  larger  dining 
area,  a  kitchen  and  three  bedrooms. 
The  church  sanctuary,  uniquely,  is 
attached  and  just  down  the  hall  from 
the  retreat  facilities. 

One  of  the  true  pleasures  of  visit¬ 
ing  Grand  Isle  UMC  is  the  ride  down 
to  the  church  from  points  North. 
Traveling  along  Louisiana  Hwy.  1, 
sometimes  called  “the  world's  longest 
main  street,”  the  sights  are  memo¬ 
rable.  A  series  of  small,  charming 
towns  dot  the  highway,  which  runs 
alongside  picturesque  Bayou 
LaFourche. 

As  travelers  approach  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  more  and  more  fishing  and 
shrimp  boats  are  seen  moored  on  the 
banks  of  the  bayou,  in  evidence  of  the 
main  industry  that  serves  as  the 
lifeblood  for  many  of  these  Louisiana 
communities. 

By  the  time  Grand  Isle  UMC  is 
reached,  visitors  are  already  in  the 
spirit  of  relaxation  and  appreciation 
of  God's  creation. 

Those  wishing  to  find  out  more 
about  the  church's  retreat  facilities 
may  contact  Hickman  at  (504)  559- 
1100  (cell),  (985)  475-7412  (office), 
and  (985)  475-5609  (home).  Another 
contact  for  information  and  reserva¬ 
tions  is  Sue  Galliano,  who  can  be 
reached  at  (985)  787-3780. 

Hickman  is  currently  participating 
in  the  Spiritual  Directors  program 
offered  by  the  conference.  “I  am  excit¬ 
ed  about  adding  this  component  so 
that  I  can  be  available  to  anyone  on 
retreat  who  might  have  need  of 
speaking  with  a  spiritual  director.  It  is 
our  goal  at  Grand  Isle  UMC  to  serve 
our  congregation  and  to  fully  serve 
those  who  visit  us  seeking  time  away 
and  spiritual  renewal.” 
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World  Council  of  Churches  seeks  new  vision  for  new  century 


(UMNS) — Members  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Central  Committee 
want  a  new  vision  for  a  new  century. 

Efforts  to  shape  a  new  ecumenical 
vision,  as  well  as  confront  the  world’s 
continuing  crises,  topped  the  agenda 
when  the  council’s  decision-making 
body  met  Feb.  15-22  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

It  was  the  committee’s  last  gathering 
before  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
9th  Assembly,  set  for  Feb.  14-23,  2006,  in 
Porto  Alegre,  Brazil. 

Retooling  the  ecumenical  vision  for 
the  new  century  is  not  only  “a  matter  of 
structures”  but  also  “a  process  of  trans¬ 
formation,”  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kobia,  a 
Methodist  pastor  from  Kenya,  told  the 


150-member  central  committee  in  his 
first  report  as  the  organization’s  top 
executive. 

Such  transformation,  he  added, 

“must  be  rooted  in  the  conversion  to  the 
source  of  our  lives  and  the  life  of  all  cre¬ 
ation,  the  Triune  God  whom  we  confess 
together.” 

Shaping  a  new  vision  also  means 
streamlining  the  council’s  activities  to 
better  deal  with  new  patterns  of  church 
life  and  an  ever-changing  world  context. 
The  central  committee  did  significant 
work  on  this  “reconfiguration”  process, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Larry  Pickens,  chief 
executive,  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns. 


Part  of  the  process  is  affirming  the 
role  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  Pentecostal  movement  “at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  the  ecumenical  movement  in 
the  21st  century,”  he  said.  "We  also 
learned  of  significant  work  that  is  taking 
place  with  respect  to  engaging 
Pentecostals  in  dialogue.” 

Committee  members  adopted  the 
consensus  approach  as  a  decision-mak¬ 
ing  model  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  par¬ 
ticipation  and  commitment  of  member 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins  -  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  committee  mem¬ 
ber  from  Minneapolis  who  has  been 
involved  with  the  council  for  years  - 
considers  the  shift  to  a  consensus  model 


*0e*  A  D?- 

Faith  makes  a  definite  difference  in  our 

lives! 

Come  and  explore  ways  FAITH  makes  a  difference  in  our 
own  lives,  in  the  lives  of  our  friends,  in  the  life  of  the  church 

and  in  the  life  of  the  world! 


April  9th,  2005 

):00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center ; 

A  United  Methodist  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal 

Cost  $25.00  per  person 

(This  covers  lunch,  &  program  cost) 

Call  (225)  346-1646  or  register  online  at  wvm.la-umc.org/youth.htm 


“historic.” 

“I  hope  it  will  lead  to  new  levels  of  lis¬ 
tening  and  seeking  to  one  another  in  the 
council,”  he  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

“All  of  us  in  the  council  knew  that  it 
was  important  to  change  the  ways  in 
which  we  inter-related  and  that  we 
needed  to  seek  to  be  in  fellowship  in 
new  ways.” 

With  a  theme  of  "healing  and  recon¬ 
ciliation”  for  the  central  committee 
meeting,  delegates  listened  to  concerns 
about  conflicts  and  injustices  in  regions 
such  as  Africa  and  the  Pacific. 

“We  have  heard  the  voices  of  those 
who  live  in  war-torn  nations  in  Africa, 
seeking  a  peaceful  end  to  the  conflict  in 
settings  such  as  Burundi  and  Sudan,” 
Pickens  said. 

“The  World  Council  of  Churches  has 
played  a  significant  role  in  these  trouble 
spots,  addressing  poverty  in  these  and 
other  countries.” 

Richard  Grounds,  a  United  Methodist 
and  central  committee  member  from 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  called  the  committee’s 
adoption  of  a  formal  statement  on 
indigenous  peoples  a  “significant  move 
forward.” 

The  “Statement  on  Human  Rights 
and  Languages  of  Indigenous  Peoples” 
calls  upon  member  churches  to  urge 
establishment  of  a  U.N.  International 
Year  of  Indigenous  Languages;  appeal  to 
their  governments  to  remove  discrimi¬ 
natory  laws  against  indigenous  lan¬ 
guages;  consider  practical  ways  to 
respond  to  the  issue  of  language  loss 
and  continue  support  of  other  issues 
regarding  indigenous  rights  and  lan¬ 
guages. 

“This  statement  should  serve  both  to 
raise  awareness  and  as  a  rallying  point 
for  those  churches  and  agencies  wanting 
to  support  indigenous  peoples  on  this 
urgent  matter  of  keeping  alive  the  rich¬ 
ness  of  our  cultural  heritage  through  our 
languages,”  Grounds  said. 

“The  urgency  of  this  task  cannot  be 
overemphasized.  According  to  the  chair 
of  the  U.N.  Permanent  Forum  on 
Indigenous  Issues,  half  of  the  world’s  lin¬ 
guistic  diversity  will  be  lost  in  the  next  20 
years.” 

Grounds  noted  the  lack  of  diversity  of 
delegates  to  the  council’s  2006  assembly, 
but  hopes  the  setback  in  representation 
is  temporary. 

“The  reduction  in  numbers  of  dele¬ 
gates  over  the  financial  stress  of  the  WCC 
has  had  unfortunate  consequences  for 
the  diversity  of  representation  that  so 
many  have  worked  toward  over  many 
years,”  he  said.  “As  compared  to  the  last 
assembly  in  Harare,  we  have  seen  a  sig¬ 
nificant  decline  in  the  percentages  of 
delegates  representing  women,  youth 
and  indigenous  peoples.” 

The  WCC ’s  last  assembly  was  held  in 
Zimbabwe’s  capital  city  in  1998. 

Considering  issues  of  international 
conflict,  the  central  committee  dis¬ 
cussed  using  economic  measures  to  pur¬ 
sue  peace  in  the  Israeli/ Palestinian  con¬ 
flict.  Delegates  reminded  member 
churches  that  “with  investment  funds, 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  use  those 
funds  responsibly  in  support  of  peaceful 
solutions.” 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.on  June  8. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
to  be  available  online 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  will  be  posted  on 
the  Conference  Website  for  down¬ 
loading. 

If  it  is  impossible  for  anyone 
attending  this  year's  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  have  access  to  a  computer  for 
downloading,  the  Conference  Area 
Offices  can  provide  you  with  a  printed 
copy. 

You  must  make  your  request  in 
writing  to:  Pat  Bolander,  La.  Annual 
Conference  Offices,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  by  April  8. 
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Editor's  Note:  We  hope  you  enjoy  this  Special  Issue  of  Louisiana  Now!  devoted  to  the  many  exciting  activities  and  programs  avail¬ 
able  to  Conference  youth.  Above  are  a  few  snapshots  of  recent  senior  and  junior  high  retreats  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Please  turn  to  page  three  for  more  detailed  information  on  youth  events  in  the  year  ahead.  Photos  by  Tom  Dolph. 
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Exhibitors  must  reserve  2005  Annual  Conference  booths  by  May  2 


Annual  Conference 
Attendees: 

Please  be  on  the  lookout 
for  the  Housing  and  Meals 
mailer  sent  out  this  week! 


On  the  Journey  / 2 


Those  wishing  to  arrange  for  display 
areas  at  the  June  5  -  8,  2005  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport  may  do  so  by  contacting 
Rhonda  Whitley  at  the  Conference  area 
offices. 

Those  seeking  a  display  area  should 
provide  the  following  information  as 
soon  as  possible:  name  of  agency/insti¬ 
tution;  name  of  person  in  charge  of 
exhibit;  phone  number,  address,  e-mail 


address;  number  of  tables  needed  ($8 
each);  number  of  chairs  needed  ($5 
each);  need  for  electricity  ($45  per  out¬ 
let);  number  of  extension  cords  needed 
($5  each). 

All  groups  will  be  charged  according 
to  the  schedule  of  costs  as  listed  above. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  a  charge  of  $25 
for  groups  not  directly  related  to  the 
Conference  or  its  related  ministries. 
There  will  also  be  a  $25  charge  if  a  prod¬ 


uct  is  to  be  sold.  A  table  will  be  provided, 
which  can  be  set  up  Saturday  through 
Monday.  User  must  provide  tablecloth, 
skirt,  etc. 

The  deadline  for  space  request  is 
May  2.  Spaces  are  designated  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  Whitley  may  be 
contacted  by  writing  527  North  Blvd, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700,  by  e-mail 
at  rkwhitley@bellsoutli.net,  or  by  phone 
at  (225)  346-1646. 


Recent  retreats  offer  spiritual  renewal,  guidance  for  participants 


Bethany  Special  Insert  / 1 1 

Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


All  clergy  under  appointment  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  recently  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  retreat  hosted  by  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson  entitled  “Tending 
Our  Life  Together.”  Held  at  the  Conf¬ 
erence  Center  in  Woodworth,  the  event 


was  “a  moving,  special  time  together," 
Bishop  Hutchinson  said.  Bishop  Bruce 
Blake,  retired  bishop  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  led  the  group  in  ses¬ 
sions  on  “Covenant:  A  Good  Idea  or  a 
Way  of  Life?” 


Singing  and  worship  added  to  the 
experience,  which  served  as  a  time  of 
reflection  and  encouragement  for 
Conference  clergy. 

Later  in  the  week,  30  participants 
See  Retreats,  page  1 2 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Keep  going  forward 


As  I  sit  to  write  this  column  it  is  the 
evening  of  Palm  Sunday.  I’ve  had  a 
great  day.  In  fact,  I’ve  had  a  great 
week.  And  I  praise  God  for  it  all. 

This  past  week  I  spent  with  the 
appointive  cabinet  from  Tuesday 
through  Friday.  We  worked  together 
from  8:30  a.m.  each  morning  until  9:00 
pm  each  night.  As  our  “togetherness” 
increased  and  the  days  grew  more 
intense,  I  was  blessed  by  the  spirit  of 
the  body.  Everyone  treated  everyone 
else  with  deep  respect.  There  were  no 
moments  of  anger  and  sniping 
exchanged  between  Superintendents. 
There  was  no  sense  of  divisiveness. 
Instead  there  was  a  total  spirit  of  colle- 
giality,  commonality,  and  community. 
We  were  brought  together  by  a  sacred 
task  that  everyone  has  taken  very  seri¬ 
ously.  We  were  working  with  the  lives 
of  the  clergy  and  families  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  with  the 
well-being  and  service  to  the  churches 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  This  is  a 
humbling  responsibility. 

There  was  laughter.  There  were 
moments  of  deep  regret.  There  were 
times  of  total  bewilderment.  There 
were  glimpses  of  total  serenity.  There 
were  periods  of  calm  and  a  holy  sense 
of  harmony  with  our  God  and  the  uni¬ 
verse.  There  were  times  of  anxiety  and 
frustration.  And  at  night  when  we 
would  sing  an  evening  hymn  and  head 
for  bed,  there  were  imprints  of  total 
peace.  They  all  were  times  intimately 
immersed  in  the  sacred  importance  of 
our  calling  to  be  servants  of  God  and 
the  church  in  this  specific  way.  I  am 
blessed  to  work  so  closely  with  such  a 
special  group  of  God’s  daughters  and 
sons. 

This  weekend  I  had  the  joy  of 
preaching  four  Palm  Sunday  services 
at  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore 
United  Methodist  Church.  Just  seeing 
streams  of  children  come  through  the 
sanctuary  doors  “waving  a  branch  of 
the  palm  tree  high  in  their  hands”  was 
enough  to  restore  any  doubt  I  might 
have  had  about  the  future  of  the 
church.  And  then  I  was  blessed  with 
the  privilege  of  baptizing  Zoe 
Catherine,  the  infant  daughter  of  Rev. 
Brady  and  Tasha  Whitton,  and  “that 
old  feeling”  of  holding  a  little  one  in 
my  arms  and  sprinkling  her  head  three 
times  and  making  the  sign  of  the  cross 
on  her  forehead,  claiming  her  for 
Christ,  pervaded  my  spirit  once  again. 
What  a  holy  privilege  it  is  to  be  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  Christ. 

Then  when  I  got  home  tonight, 
after  being  gone  “on  the  road”  for  a 
week,  performing  the  many  facets  of 
my  consecrated  task,  I  was  blessed  to 
receive  an  email  telling  me  of  a  mes¬ 
sage  sent  to  me  from  one  of  the  true 


saints  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodism. 
He  is  homebound 
now.  In  fact,  he  is 
confined  to  his  bed 
and  Hospice  is  in 
the  home  caring  for 
him.  He  is  not  a 
person  I  have  spent 
much  time  with. 
And  yet,  I  feel  I 
know  him  intimate¬ 
ly  because  I  know 
his  spirit  and  I  see  his  footprints  and 
his  “spirit  prints”  written  plainly  across 
the  witness  of  our  Conference.  The 
message  he  asked  to  be  sent  to  me  was 
this:  “When  you  see  the  bishop  again, 
tell  him  to  keep  going  forward.” 

My  unworthy  soul  leapt  with  joy  at 
the  reading  of  those  words.  To  keep 
going  forward  means  that  we  are 
already  in  the  process  of  moving  in 
that  direction.  In  the  depths  of  my 
spirit  I  know  we  are  going  forward  in 
the  service  to  God’s  children  and  in  the 
submission  of  our  lives  to  Jesus  Christ. 

I  agree  with  Henri  Nouwen  who  has 
said,  “Jesus  wants  us  to  belong  to  God 
as  He  belongs  to  God;  He  wants  us  to 
be  children  of  God  as  He  is  a  child  of 
God;  He  wants  us  to  let  go  of  the  old 
life,  which  is  so  full  of  fears  and 
doubts,  and  to  receive  the  new  life,  the 
life  of  God  himself.”  If  we  keep  going 
forward,  we  will  receive  that  new  life. 
And  in  the  reception  of  that  God-given 
Gift,  we  will  never  be  the  same  again. 
And,  after  all,  isn’t  that  what  it  means 
to  empty  ourselves  so  that  we  can  be 
filled  with  God’s  Holy  Spirit  and  thus 
have  the  mind  in  us  which  was  in 
Christ  Jesus?  Only  as  we  keep  going 
forward  will  we  ever  approach  that 
perfected  state  of  being  made  “one 
with  Christ,  one  with  each  other,  and 
one  in  ministry  to  all  the  world,  until 
Christ  comes  in  final  victory,  and  we 
feast  at  his  heavenly  banquet.” 

This  past  week  has  been  one  of 
“going  forward”  for  me.  I  pray  we  all 
will  keep  going  forward  during  Holy 
Week  and  in  all  the  weeks  to  come, 
continually  submitting  ourselves  to 
Jesus  until  we  are  blessed  to  gather  in 
his  resurrected  presence  around  that 
eternal  throne  where  all  perfection  is 
reached  and  where  all  journeys  come 
to  their  ultimate  and  fulfilled  end. 

A  blessed  and  joyous  Easter  to  each 
of  you  as  you  progress  in  your  own 
personal  and  in  our  corporate  journey 
toward  being  the  true  church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  iJdJL*****-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Look  for  a  Special  Edition  of  Louisiana  NOW! 
focusing  on  2005  Annual  Conference 

coming  April  8 _ 


Acadiana 

Sunday,  May  22 

PRE-CONFERENCE 
TRAINING  SESSIONS 

First  Church  Lafayette 

3  p.m. 

Monday,  May  23 

Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria 

Sunday,  May  15 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

3  p.m. 

Baton  Rouae 

Sunday,  May  22 

Broadmoor  UMC 

2  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

Sunday,  May  15 

St.  Luke  UMC,  Simpson 

3  p.m. 

Monroe 

Monday,  May  9 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe 

6:30  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

Sunday,  May  15 

Northcross  UMC,  Madisonville 

3  p.m. 

Shreveport 

Sunday,  May  22 

1st  UMC,  Minden 

3  p.m. 

Did  you 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  regular 
column  of  the  Conference  Department 
of  Education. 

Easter  is  the  day  we  celebrate  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  and  of  new  life 
through  Christ.  This  is  the  most 
important  happening  in  our 
Christian  faith,  and  this  day  is  filled 
with  joy  and  celebration. 

Christians  remember  that  God  did 
not  allow  His  Son  to  stay  dead  and 
because  of  Jesus,  we  too,  can  have 
eternal  life.  The  Easter  season  lasts 


know... 

for  50  days.  Read  the  Resurrection 
story  from  Matthew  28: 1  - 1 0  and  sing 
some  Easter  hymns  together. 

White  is  the  color  used  on  Easter 
for  the  same  reason  that  it  is  used  for 
Christmas  and  Epiphany. 

The  butterfly  is  often  used  as  the 
symbol  for  Easter  because  a  caterpil¬ 
lar  represents  “old  life.”  The  cocoon 
is  like  a  tomb.  When  the  butterfly 
breaks  out  of  the  cocoon,  it  breaks 
forth  as  a  sign  of  transformed  new 
life,  like  our  new  life  in  Jesus. 
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From  the  La.  Conference  Youth  Director 


Dr  Seuss’  Green  Eggs  and 
Ham  was  a  favorite  book  of  mine 
when  I  was  growing  up.  I  loved 
reading  about  all  the  places  he 
wouldn’t  eat  the  eggs  -  trains, 
planes,  boxes,  trees,  boats.  What 
a  hoot!  I  couldn’t  wait  to  turn  the 
page  and  see  where  they  would 
head  next.  That’s  how  we  hope 
you’ll  experience  these  next  few 
pages  of  this  special  edition  of 
the  Louisiana  Now!  We  hope  you 
can’t  wait  to  turn  the  pages  to  see  all  the  great 
opportunities  for  youth  and  youth  workers  in  our 
Conference.  There  is  a  lot  of  useful  information 
about  upcoming  events.  Go  ahead  and  decide  now 


where  you’ll  put  this  edition  so  you’ll  remember 
where  it  is  all  year  long.  I  hope  I’m  not  ruining  the 
ending  for  you  but,  he  eventually  does  eat  the  green 
eggs  and  ham,  and  much  to  his  surprise,  loved 
them.  That  too  is  our  hope  for  you  Try  as  many  of 
these  opportunities  as  you  can.  I  think  you’ll  love  it 
and  I  know  that  God  will  be  waiting  there  for  you 
with  a  place  to  belong,  friends  to  encourage,  hope 
to  sustain  and  a  word  to  challenge!  Please  call  on 
me  if  there  is  any  way  I  can  be  in  ministry  with  you. 

Grace  &  Peace! 

Tom  Dolph 

Conference  Director  ofYouth  Ministries 

PS.  If  you’re  not  a  regular  subscriber  to  La.  Now! 
but  would  like  to  be,  call  Betty  Backstrom  at  (888) 
239-5286  or  (225)  346-1646. 


Dolph 


Updated  3-9-05  scs 
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2005 

2006 

2007 

Discemers  Academy 

January  6-8 

January  5-7 

Perkins  School  ofYouth  Ministry 

(Adult  workers  with  youth)  -  Dallas,  Texas 

January 

January 

Happening  (10th- 12th  grades  &  adults) 

January  13-15 

January  12-14 

CCYM  Meeting 

January  20-21 

January  19-20 

Sr.  High  Retreat  (9th- 12th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

#2 

February  10-12 
February  17-19 

February  2-4 
February  9-11 

Discerning  the  Call 

March  3-5 

March  2-3 

Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

April  9 

March  25 

March  24 

YSF  Sunday 

May  1 

May  7 

May  6 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Gonzales 

May  26-28 

May 

May 

DCYM  Training  (District  Teams) 

June  3-4 

June  2-3 

June  1-2 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

June  5-8 

June  4-7 

June  3-6 

Youth  Force  Louisiana  2005 

July  5-10 

Discemers  Academy 

July  8-10 

July  28-30 

July  27-28 

JYMO  (CCYM  members)  -  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

July  5-9 

July 

July 

Happening  (10th-  12th  grades  &  adults) 

July  15-17 

July  14-16 

July  6-8 

LYMO  (CCYM  Members) 

July  25-28 

July  24-26 

July  23-25 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Ruston 

July  28-31 

July  27-30 

July  26-29 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Shreveport 

July  28-31 

July  27-30 

July  26-29 

Adult  Youth  Workers  Training 

August  26-27 

August  25-26 

August  24-25 

Fall  Convocation  (Youth  &  Adults) 

September  24 

September  30 

September  29 

JR.  High  Retreat  (7th  &  8th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

#2 

October  28-30 
November  4-6 

October  27-29 
November  3-5 

November  2-4 
November  9-11 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

November  11-12 

November  17-18 

November  16-17 

Exploration  ’06 

Youth  ’07 

November  17-19 

July 

Happening:  God's  Love 
for  Youth  Grades  1 0-1 2 

Have  you  ever  stopped  to  look  at 
how  beautiful  a  butterfly  is?  The  bright 
colors  of  a  butterfly  shine  when  the 
sunlight  hits  it.  The  butterfly  is  an  age- 
old  symbol  often  found  in  the  church 
representing  being  bom  again  to  a  new 
life.  But  a  butterfly  wasn’t  bom  beauti¬ 
ful.  It  had  to  start  as  a  caterpillar,  which 
often  isn’t  the  prettiest  thing  to  look  at. 
Once  the  caterpillar  is  willing  to  under¬ 
go  a  transformation,  beautiful  wings  are 
formed  allowing  the  caterpillar  to  expe¬ 
rience  a  new  life  flying  and  floating 
gracefully  through  the  air. 

Did  you  know  that  people  can  under¬ 
go  transformations  and  experience  a 
new  life?  Not  that  you  are  going  to  get 
real  wings  and  fly  through  the  air,  but  a 
transformation  can  occur  that  will  allow 
you  to  see  life  in  a  new  and  exciting  way. 
One  way  available  to  you  is  through  the 
Happening.  The  Happening  is  a  three- 
day  event  held  from  Friday  evening  to 
Sunday  afternoon  at  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  Louisiana.  It  is  led  by 
youth  for  youth  in  grades  10-12.  There 
are  also  spaces  for  adults  who  work  with 
youth  to  attend  as  well,  42  spaces  total. 
There  are  two  Happenings  held  each 
year  -  one  in  January  and  the  other  in 
July.  The  Happening  Experience  is  a 
powerful  instrument  of  renewal  in  the 
Church.  Its  aim  is  to  concentrate  closely 
on  the  person  and  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  point  youth  in  the  direction 
of  answering  questions  about  what  is 
real  to  them.  The  Happening  gives 
those  who  attend  the  desire  to  under¬ 
stand  and  serve  the  Church.  A 
Happening  can  only  be  made  once  in  a 
lifetime,  therefore  it  is  not  a  substitute 
for  a  retreat.  During  the  three  days,  the 
teachings  of  Christ  are  discussed  in  a 
feeling  of  joy  and  happiness,  with 
singing  and  informational  sessions.  The 
Happening  makes  succeeding  retreats 
more  profitable.  The  weekend  develops 
through  a  series  of  talks  which  compare 
the  changing  nature  of  material  and 
social  reality  as  compared  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  nature  of  spiritual  reality,  a  firm 
foundation  on  which  teens  can  build  a 
secure  foundation  on  life.  Included  in 
the  schedule  are  small  group  discus¬ 
sions  on  each  talk.  Each  day  begins  and 

See  Happening,  page  6 
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REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  16,  2005 

Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  in: 

Check  Amount _ 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  # 


J  Please  check  here  if  your  church  is  paying  for  you. 

Q  Visa  □  MasterCard  # _ 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Credit  Card  Amount 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date 


Name  _ 
Church 


T-Shirt  Size 
Phone ( 


District 


Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You 


E-Mail 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to 
obtain  competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed _ _ _ — - Date - 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company _ _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc. 


Qj  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


Each  person  attending  Xr^ovIS^n&feh.viJ'r^XSiii.n,  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Lou.siana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards  I  will  not  brmg  nor 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  rn  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 

the  destrurtio^r^abu^of^any^perso  gamP  s  ^  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  this  event  (i  e  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material.)  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  persoiuil  property 
be  re^ible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference  Center  will  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this 
event  I  agree  tofollow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  I  leave  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  voll  be  no  visitois  allowed 
(incIudingVamily  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  i 

‘‘“'"““In, 1  realize  that  I  may  be  d*dpi™>  v  »  eyd*. 

from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability  By  my  signature  on 
SIS  amTndicatfng  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  die  agreement,  with  die  expectation  of  an  event  experience 

leadi"g  toAdyulT^^vrKnWsponsibi.ity  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  die  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youtfr 
Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  ( if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 

Participant  Signature  and  Date 

Attention  Youth  Director  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  and  Fees  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 
attending  from  your  church  ig?d  send  them  toget^p  with  your  form  containing  the  following  information: 

Total  Attending  _  Howmany  Youth _  Adults  - 

T-Shirt!  Needed  Sizes  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Urge  - X-Large  - XX-Large - XXX-Laige 

Group  Contact  Person  Attending _ — - 

Address 

City _ 

Phone! 


State 


Zip 


E-Mail 


UMC 


- — s  ,  ‘  Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 

(Church  Name)  (District) 

Attn:  Youth  Director  5*7  North  Blv<L  Baton  Rouge,  LA  7080*  (2*5)340-1646 
OR  GO  TO  www.la-umc.org/youth.htm  TO  REGISTER  ONLINE 


GRACE  Camp 

Grace  Camp  is  a  five-day  camping 
experience  designed  to  minister  to  some 
victims  of  crime  that  are  often  forgot¬ 
ten.  They  are  the  children  of  incarcerat¬ 
ed  persons.  These  children  have  special 
problems  and  needs;  the  greatest  of 
these  is  to  know  that  they  are  loved. 
GRACE  Camp  is  a  place  where  they 
experience  the  love  of  God  and  God’s 
people.  During  the  week,  they  will  be 
helped  to  recognize  their  self  worth, 
given  opportunities  for  spiritual  growth, 
and  explore  what  it  means  to  live  as 
children  of  God. 

Statistics  have  shown  that  these 
children  are  very  likely  to  end  up  in 
prison  themselves  if  some  intervention 
is  not  done.  GRACE  Camp  is  a  place  to 
break  the  cycle.  You  can  help!  The  chil¬ 
dren  who  attend  GRACE  Camp  do  so 
on  scholarship.  Therefore,  help  is  need¬ 
ed  from  churches,  Sunday  School 
classes,  men’s  and  women’s  groups, 
community  groups  and  individuals. 

You  can  also  request  a  list  of  items 
needed  for  use  at  camp  and  encourage 
your  group  to  sponsor  a  collection 
effort.  You  can  participate  in  a  personal 
way  by  donating  your  time  to  help  pre¬ 
pare  for  camp  or  by  being  a  member  of 
the  staff  during  the  camping  week. 
GRACE  Camp  is  God’s  Really  Awesome 
Camping  Experience!  For  more  infor- 
madon  or  to  volunteer/donate  contact: 
Rev  Lorris  Wimberly  at  (225)  642-5949, 
gracecamp@spiritministriesorg;  or  Rev. 
John  Johns  at  (318)  992-7347, 
johnsjr@centuytel.net. 

Youth  Force 

Youth  Force  is  an  outreach  ministry 
for  youth  that  provides  an  opportunity 
for  service  to  those  in  need.  By  working 
together,  youth  and  adults  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  help  others  in  the  West 
Monroe,  Louisiana  area  for  one  week 
this  summer. 

Youth  Force  is  Building  God’s  Army 
with  Youth  Troops  In  Action.  Who: 

Youth  who  are  presendy  in  the  8th 
through  12th  grades  and  one  adult 
leader  for  every  five  youth  attending. 
College-aged  youth  may  participate  as 
Assistant  God  Squad  leaders.  What: 
Youth  Mission  Project  repairing  homes 
When:  Tuesday,  July  5  through  Sunday, 
July  10.  Where:  West  Monroe.  Why:  To 
“build"  your  youth  group’s  spiritual 
maturity  by  helping  and  calling  others 
to  Action.  How  much:  $150  per  partici¬ 
pant.  Cost  covers  all  lodging,  food,  YF  T- 
shirt,  recreation,  and  acdvides  for 
Tdesday  evening  through  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing. 

For  more  info,  fontact  Tonya 
Hamilton  at  (318)  387-0511;  by  mail  at 
1411  Glenwood  Drive,  West  Monroe,  LA 
71291;  or  by  e-mail  atTonya@fum- 
cwm.org. 

Sample  Work  Day  Schedule: 

6:00  a.m.  Optional  Sunrise 
Communion 
6:30  a.m.  Breakfast 
7:45  a.m.  Leave  for  worksite 
3:00  p.m.  Leave  worksite  for  showers 
5:00  p.m.  Supper 
6:00  p.m.  Recreation 
8:00  p.m.  Worship 
1 1 :00  D.m.  Liehts  Out 
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Xfl^TlQN  DAY  WITH  T H£  a4 


April  3 


railh  moke/  a  dcfinite  differencc  in  our  lire/! 

Registration  Deadline  is  Friday,  April  1st,  2005 

Return  to  your  Confirmation  Leader  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

$25.00  Per  Person 


FEE 

Registrations/Changes  after 
April  1st  will  be  accepted  on  a 
space  available  basis  and  will  be 
assessed  a  $10.00  late  fee. 

Q  Please  check  here  if  your 
church  is  paying  for  you. 


If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  in: 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  Amount 


Check# 


Credit  Card  Amount 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name 


Q  Visa  Q  MasterCard  # 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date 


Church 


District 


Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You 
Phone (  ) _ 


E-Mail 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  that  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event,  I  am  expected  to  follow  certain  conduct 
standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor  consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs  or  firearms  to  this  event,  nor  will  1  engage  in  inappropriate 
sexual  behavior,  nor  will  1  intentionally  cause  the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  property.  1  understand  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  above 
may  result  in  my  expulsion  from  this  event,  a  phone  call  to  my  parents,  guardians,  pastor  and  or  youth  director,  and  my  suspension  from  the 
next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events. 

I  also  agree  not  to  bring  any  item,  which  may  interfere  with  the  purpose  of  this  event  (such  as  fireworks,  skateboards,  stereos, 
CD/tape  players,  cell  phones,  lap-top  computers  or  other  electronic  devices). 

If  1  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant  while  attending  this  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  event,  I  realize  that  I  may  be 
disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion  from  event  and  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
events.  By  my  signature  on  the  registration  form  for  this  event,  I  am  indicating  that  1  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the 
agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience  leading  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  and  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 


Participants  Signature  &  Date 


FOR  CHURCH  USE  ONLY 

Attention  Confirmation  Leader  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  and  Fees  for  ALL 
PARTICIPANTS  attending  from  your  church  and  send  them  together  with  your  form  containing  the 
following  information: 


Total  Attending 


Youth 


Adults 


Group  Contact  Person  Attending 
Address  _ 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone (  ) 


E-Mail 


(Church  Name) 

Attn:  Youth  Director 


(District) 


527  North  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  (225)  346-1646 
OR  GO  TO  www.la-umc.org/youth.htm  TO  REGISTER  ONLINE 


Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  Gonzales 

What  is  it?  Weekend  of  the  Cross, 

May  26-28,  is  a  Christ-driven  mission 
opportunity  offered  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Gonzales  to  youth 
(completed  grades  6-12)  who  feel  a 
calling  to  serve  Christ.  The  goal  of 
W.O.C.  is  to  spread  the  love  and  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  are  in  need  of 
help.  W.O.C.  uses  repair  and  mainte¬ 
nance  opportunities  as  a  doorway  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  the  gospel. 
While  at  the  three-day  event,  youth  and 
adults  experience  unconditional  giving 
like  that  of  a  servant.  They  will  also 
experience  dynamic  Bible  study, 
evening  worship,  and  planned  evening 
activities  to  encourage  fellowship! 

Where  is  it?  WOC  is  held  in  Gonzales 
and  is  sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Youth  and  adults 
worship  and  gather  together  at  First 
UMC.  Housing  will  be  at  a  hotel  in 
Gonzales,  and  all  meals  are  provided  at 
the  church.  What  is  the  cost?  The  cost 
for  the  three  days  is  $125  per  person 
(this  includes  youth  and  adults).  This 
cost  covers  meals,  housing,  materials 
for  the  projects,  supplemental  insur¬ 
ance,  concert  and  worship  facilitators. 

For  more  information,  contact:  Veronica 
Pritchard  at  (225)  647-4678  or  by  e-mail 
at  veronicapritchard@hotmail.com. 


Epiphany  Ministry 

The  Ministry  of  Epiphany 

Epiphany  is  an  ecumenical 
Christian  ministry  for  young  people 
who  are  in  the  custody  of  the 
Department  of  Youth  Services.  The 
ministry  consists  of  three-day 
weekend  courses  in  Christianity 
with  follow-up  programs. 

The  Mission  of  Epiphany 

Epiphany  strives  to  manifest 
God's  love  to  these  young  people 
known  as  “Stars”  through  a  team  of 
adults  and  youth  from  the  Christian 
Community. 

The  Model  for  Epiphany 

Epiphany  is  modeled  after  simi¬ 
lar  weekend  ministries  such  as 
Kairos  Prison  Ministry,  Kairos 
Outside,  Cursillo,  Walk  to  Emmaus, 
Tres  Dias,  Chrysalis,  Vida  Nueva, 
Happening  and  Cross. 

Epiphany  needs  you! 

-  Pray  for  the  Ministry  and  the 
Stars 

-  Send  Expressions  of  Love  (let¬ 
ters  of  encouragement,  posters, 
bookmarks,  etc.) 

-  Participate  in  the  Follow-up 
Program  as  a  Mentor 

-  Serve  on  an  Epiphany  Weekend 
Team  (must  be  18  or  older  and 
have  attended  a  similar  weekend) 

-  Sponsor  a  Star  ($50  will  furnish 
one  Star  a  Bible  plus  meals  and 
expenses  for  the  weekend) 

-  Make  a  Donation  of  Any 
Amount 

For  more  information  or  to 
donate:  Epiphany  Ministry  of 
Louisiana  E  O.  Box  86863  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  70879-6863. 
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Happening,  ^^3 

ends  in  worship,  singing,  games, 
and  fun.  The  closing  service  at 
3:30  p.m.  on  Sunday  is  open  to 
family,  friends,  and  church  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Happening  ends  at  5:30 
p.m.  on  Sunday.  Participants  are 
not  asked  to  do  anything  embar¬ 
rassing.  They  will  meet  some  neat 
friends  who  face  the  same  prob¬ 
lems  in  school,  family,  dating,  and 
everyday  life.  They  will  find  some 
answers  this  weekend.  Spiritual 
directors  will  be  available  for 
counseling  and  administering  the 
sacraments.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Larry  Bates  at  (225) 
673-9367  or  email  at 
mlbddsl@aol.com. 


Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

(1-318-449-4500) 

Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 
Matthew  4:19 

Looking  at  what  it  means  to  be  both 
A  Follower  of  ]esus  and  A  Fisher  of  People 


EVENT  FEE:  $  75.00  Per  Person 
#1  October  28th  -  30th,  2005 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  October  28th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  October  30th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

or 

#2  November  4th  -  6th,  2005 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  November  4th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  November  6th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  -  October  21st,  2005. 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  mav  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $20.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  elidible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7  -  8  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one 
adult  counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten 
youth  participants. 

What  to  brina?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 


To  avoid  $  20.00  late  fee  Registration  Foi 
by  the  deadline  listed.  Please  No 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Confereni 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  person  attending 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Choose  one- 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(225)  346-1646 

□  Visa  □  MasterCard  #  _ 
Name  on  Card _ 


picnic  PRinT 


Name _ 

Address  _ 

City  _ _ _ 

Phone  (  ) _ Person  to  Nc 

E-mail _ _ 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  givi 
competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  c 
Signed _ 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covem 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  fc 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  ' 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  m 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  a 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  expl 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference  Center  will 
event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  1 
(including  family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  pi 
designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realize  that 
from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  ever 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  acce 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  th 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/g 
brochure,  and  that  this  "Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  bet 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 


L 
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July  28  -  31  at  Centenary  College 


REGISTRATION  INFO... 


$100  per  youth/$50  per  adult 
If  registered  by  May  1 

$1 20  per  youth/$60  per  adult 
After  May  1 

Final  registration  deadline  is 

June  15 

For  more  information  about  Weekend 
of  the  Cross,  contact  Ben  McGehee 

Lo\e  Chapel  Methodist  Church 
(318)  949-0430 — church  office 


@ 

© 


Sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Church  -  LA  Conference  Shreveport  District 


- , 

m  and  fee  of  $75.00  must  be  received  j 

fe:  Space  may  fill  before  the  deadline  [ 

e  (or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below)  and  j 
to:  I 

LJ  #1  Jr.  High  Retreat  October  28-30,  2005  1 

Ql  #2  Jr.  High  Retreat  November  4-6,  2005 

Deadline  For  BOTH  Jr.  High  Retreats  -  October  21,  2005  . 

Q  #1  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  10-12,  2006  j 

Ql  #2  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  17-19,  2006 

Deadline  For  BOTH  Sr.  High  Retreats  -  February  3,  2005  | 


Expiration  Date _ Credit  Card  Amount  $ _ 

Check  Amount:  $ _  Check  #: _ 

_  ClYouth  QAdult  QlVIale  QFemale 

_ Grade _ 

_  State _ Zip _ 

_ 

(Church  Name)  (District) 

my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to  obtain 
mcerning  any  such  emergency. 

_ Date _ 


□  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


irt; 

r  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

outh  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
r  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 

:  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
:it  material.)  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this 
leave  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed 
>r  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms 

I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
s  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
t  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 

ir  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

ardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
i  read  and  understood. 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date  § 


V 

Q£ 


Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

(1-318-449-4500) 


#1  February  10th  -  12th,  2006 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  10th,  at  8  p.m.  ~  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  12th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

or 

#  2  February  17th  -  19th,  2006 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  17th,  at  8  p.m.  --  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  19th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  February  3rd,  2006 

Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 
^lattbew  4:19 

booking  at  what  it  means  to  be  both 
3K  follower  of  Jesus  and  3K  Visber  of  ^People 

Event  Fee:$  75.00  per  person 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  mav  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $20.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  9  - 12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 
What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 
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Check  us  out  on  the  Web: 
www.la-umc.org/youth.htm 


Want  to  keep  getting  important  information  on  Conference  Youth  events?  Fill  out  this  form  and  mail  or 
fax  to: 

Tom  Dolph 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
Fax:  225-383-3144 

You  can  also  fill  out  this  form  online  at  http://www.la-umc.org/commform.htm 

Name:  _  Position: _  UMC _ 

Mail  to:  _ 

E-mail  to: _ 

Fax  to:  _ 

Call:  _ 

Other:  _ 


_ 
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aughing,  swimming,  singing,  playing, 
anging,  music,  trees,  lake,  solitude, 
oups,  creativity,  learning,  sharing. 

A  place  to  belong. 

A  place  to  connect. 

A  place  to  encounter  God. 
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[  "I  see  God  shining  His  light  through 
those  around  me,  and  sometimes  I  feel 
hat  same  tight  coming  from  me  ..." 

^ _ Cinda  Clark  -  C.C.E.  2002 


Did  you  know  that  we  can  help... 

•  Your  ministry  with  ideas,  resources,  meetings  and 
form?  Tom  is  available  to  work  one  on  one  with 
your  church's  youth  ministry  to  strengthen  what 
you're  already  doing,  train  your  leadership  and/or 
revitalize  your  weary  bones.  Call  on  him! 

•  Your  youth  discover  a  God-shaped  perspective  on 
sexuality?  We  have  persons  trained  and  ready  to 
come  to  your  church  to  present  seminars  to  your  Jr. 
or  Sr.  High  youth. 

•  Your  youth  who  are  feeling  that  nudge  into  min¬ 
istry.  Contact  us  for  information  on  Discerning  the 
Call  events. The  Discerner's  Academy  and 
Exploration  06. 

•  For  more  information  call  Tom  at  (225)  346-1646 
or  (888)  239-5286  or  visit  online  at  www.la-umc.org. 


GRACE  Cam 

A  special  camping 
experience  for  children 
of  incarcerated  persons 


Camps  slated  for  June,  July  and  August 
For  more  information  or 
to  volunteer,  call 

Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly  at  (225)  642-5949 
or  Rev.  John  Johns  at  (318)  992-7347. 
(see  article  page  4) 


Epiphany  Ministry! 
of  Louisiana 

An  ecumenical  Christian 
ministry  for  young  people 
in  the  custody  of  the 
Department  of  Youth  Services 


For  more  information  or  to  donate,  write 
Epiphany  Ministry  of  La.,  P.  O.  Box  86863, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70879-6863. 
_ (  see  article  page  5) _ 


Weekend  of  the  Cross 


Gonzales,  May  26-28 
Ruston,  Shreveport,  July  28-31 

(refer  to  articles  in  this  insert  for  more  details) 


'tbuth  Mission  Prcject 
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Adult  Workers  with  Youth 


Specific  workshop  topics 
may  include: 

Resources/Programming  for 
UMYF  (or  Youth  Group 
meetings) 

Resources/Programming  for 
Sunday  School 

Planning  Mission  Trips  and 
Retreats 

In  addition  to  the  above.  Forums  for 
Dialogue  with  other  youth  workers 
will  also  be  offered.  These  forums 
will  offer  you  the  opportunity  to  share 
what  works  in  your  groups  &  to  hear 
what  works  in  other  groups. 

We  will  be  adding  more  details  soon, 
including  our  keynote  speaker  and 
information  on  workshop  leaders  at: 

www.la-umc.org/vouth.htm 

9hw  to  there 

Stow  to  kttp’em  there 

Snkm  to  ©tat 

ft©  t@  ^§®<$o 


%at  you’ll  do: 
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IRM  IDorfwrs 
UJith  Youth 
Italy  ot 

August  26  &  27,  2005 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Ruston,  Louisiana 

1-31S-251-0750 

Check  in  at  Trinity  UMC: 

Friday,  August  27th,  -6:30-7:30  p.m. 
Concludes:  Saturday,  August  28th,  3:30  p.m. 

Registration  Fee:  $35.00 

Registration  fee  does  not  include 
Housing  and  only  covers  Saturday 
lunch.  Special  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Ramada  Inn, 
Ruston.  S45.00  will  cover  1-4  people 
per  room.  Call  them  directly  at  318- 
255-5901  or  800-272-6232  to  make 
your  reservations.  Be  sure  to 
mention  you  are  attending  the 
United  Methodist  Adult  Workers 
with  Youth  Training. 

Registration  Deadline: 
August  19,  2005 

Registrations  received  after  August  19th 
will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis 
and  will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee. 


I  would  rather  see  a  workshop  on: 


I  would  like  preview  these  resources 


Registration  form  and  fee  of  $35.00 
must  be  received  by  August  19,  2005 

Registrations  received  after  August  19th  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available 
basis  only  and  will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  adult  attending  to: 


PLEASE 

PRINT 

CLEARLY 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(225)  346-1646 


Method  of  Payment: 

Check  Amount:  $ _ 


Check  #: 


Credit  Card  Amount  $  . 


□  Visa  □  MasterCard  # 
Name  on  Card  _ 


Exp.  Date . 


Q  Male  Q  Female 


State 


Zip 


Phone  -  Day:  ( 
Cell:  (  ) _ 


Night:  (  ) . 


E-Mail 


Medical  Information 


(Church  Name) 

Person  to  notify  in  case  of  emergency 
Phone  #  Day  (  )  _ 


(District) 


Night  (  ) 


Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company 
Medical  Comments,  allergies  etc. _ 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my 
permission  to  the  event  staff  or  sponsor  to  obtain  competent  medical  services. 


Signed 


Date 


Looking  for  us? 

Tom  Dolph, 

Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministry 

tdolph@bellsouth.net 

Shirlene  Spears, 

Administrative  Assistant 
shirlens@bellsouth.net 

527  North  Blvd 

Baton  Rouge  La  70802 

(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286 

(225)  383  3144  Fax 

www.ia-umc.org/youthditm 


Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  Ruston 

What  is  it?  W.O.C.  is  a  Christ-driven 
mission  opportunity  offered  by  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Ruston,  La. 
each  year  to  youth  (completed  grades  7- 
12)  who  feel  a  calling  to  serve  Christ. 
The  goal  of  W.O.C.  is  to  spread  the  love 
and  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who 
are  in  need  of  help.  W.O.C.  uses  repair 
and  maintenance  opportunities  as  a 
doorway  to  share  the  Good  News  of  the 
gospel.  While  at  the  four-day  event, 
scheduled  for  July  28-31,  youth  and 
adults  experience  unconditional  giving 
like  that  of  a  servant.  They  will  also 
experience  dynamic  Bible  study, 
evening  worship,  and  planned  evening 
activities  to  encourage  fellowship! 

Where  is  it?  WOC  is  held  in  Ruston, 
La.,  and  is  sponsored  by  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church.  Youth  and  adults 
worship  and  gather  together  at  Trinity, 
and  rooms  and  meals  are  provided  at 
La.  Tech  University.  Both  are  located  off 
1-20  at  Exit  84. 

What  is  the  cost?  The  cost  for  the 
weekend  is  $125  per  person  (this 
includes  youth  and  adults).  This  cost 
covers  room  and  meals,  materials  for 
the  projects,  supplemental  insurance, 
and  worship  facilitators.  A  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  scholarships  will  be  available  for 
those  who  register  early. 

How  do  I  register?  Call  Brian  Mercer 
or  Jennifer  Martin  at  (318)  251-0758. 
(Note:  One  adult  must  accompany  every 
6  youth).  A  non- refundable  $50  deposit 
is  required  for  each  person  upon  regis¬ 
tration.  After  registration  and  deposit  is 
received,  a  packet  of  information  will  be 
sent  to  you  that  will  include  important 
information  and  release  forms.  The 
deadline  to  register  is  June  1,  2005. 

Space  is  limited,  so  register  early! 


Retreats  for  Youth 
Grades  10-12 
July  and  January 

Tor  information,  call 
Larry  Bates  at  (225)  ^75-25^7 
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Mark  Your  Calendar:  YSF  Sunday  is  May  1, 2005 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  the 
United  Methodist  mission  fund  support¬ 
ed  by  youth.  YSF  provides  a  way  for 
youth  to  be  in  real  ministry  with  each 
other.  United  Methodist  teens  raise 
money  for  other  teens  doing  ministry  in 
their  churches  and  communities 
impacting  poverty,  illiteracy,  delinquen¬ 
cy,  and  social  justice. 

In  2004  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Youth  took  in  over  $17,000  in  Youth 
Service  Funds.  These  contributions 
allowed  us  to  support  the  following  min¬ 
istries  through  our  2004  grants. 


Weekend  of  the  CROSS  -  Though  three 
separate  ministries,  located  in 
Shreveport,  Ruston  and  Gonzales,  all 
seek  to  impact  the  needs  of  their  com¬ 
munities  by  gathering  youth  for  worship, 
play  and  service.  Weekends  include 
both  construction  projects  and  opportu¬ 
nities  for  spiritual  growth.  Funds  gath¬ 
ered  in  2004  allowed  us  to  grant  support 
to  the  Gonzales  and  Shreveport  efforts. 

Cambodia  Mission  Trip  -  Sponsored 
by  LAVIM.  Funds  will  scholarship  youth 
to  participate  in  this  vital  work  in 
Cambodia. 


Happening -We  also  supported  the 
ongoing  ministry  of  this  spiritual  life 
weekend  event  for  youth.  These  week¬ 
end  events  occur  twice  a  year  and  allow 
youth  to  share  with  youth  they  ways  in 
which  God  has  touch  their  lives,  thus 
providing  opportunity  for  God’s  trans¬ 
forming  love  to  once  again  work  its  way 
into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  young 
people. 

An  offering  may  be  accepted  on  May  1 
or  any  other  Sunday  your  church  desig¬ 
nates  as  YSF  Sunday.  Offering 
envelopes  may  be  ordered  from  the 


Conference  office  at  no  cost  to  you. 
“Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition”  cer¬ 
tificates  may  be  obtained  to  honor 
someone  in  a  special  way  by  giving  a 
gift  to  YSF.  (See  related  article  for  addi¬ 
tional  information  on  these). 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  (888)  239-5286  or  (225)  346- 
1646;  e-mail:  TDolph@BellSouth.net;  or 
write  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  Visit  on  the  Web  at  http://www.la- 
umc.org/youth.htm. 


Conference  Youth  Service  Funds  top  $17,000  in  2004 


Baton  Rouge  $3,126.84 

AMITE 

BETHEL 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 
CLEAR  CREEK 
FIRST  UMC  DENHAM 
FIRST  UMC  GONZALES 
FIRST  UMC  HAMMOND 
FIRST  UMC  SPRINGFIELD 
FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
INDEPENDENCE 
INGLESIDE 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
LEE'S  LANDING 
ROBERTS 

ST  ANDREW’S  UMC 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
ST  LANDRY 
ZACHARY  UMC 

Alexandria  $2,596.25 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

EMMANUEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC  ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC  WINNFIELD 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 

PALESTINE 

ST  MARK'S  UMC 

WILTON  UMC 

Acadiana  $1,684.91 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC  HOUMA 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 
LUTCHER 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL 
MALLALIEU 


Top  12  YSF  Giving  Churches  in  2004 

FIRST  UMC  ALEXANDRIA 

$1,500.00 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 

$1,279.86 

JEFFERSON  UMC* 

$1,049.75 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES* 

$597.75 

FIRST  UMC  HAMMOND* 

$497.00 

FIRST  UMC  GONZALES 

$397.50 

NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 

$294.00 

ZACHARY  UMC 

$246.59 

FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

$200.00 

ST  CHARLES 

$174.89 

SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 

$174.00 

ROBERTS 

$170.00 

*  =  Top  10  Church  in  2003 

PHARR  CHAPEL 
PORT  BARRE  UMC 
ST  MARK 
ST  PETER  UMC 

New  Orleans  $1,580.40 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
BUSH 

CENTENARY 

CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 

CORNERSTONE  UMC 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM 

FIRST  UMC  COVINGTON 

FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 

FISHER 

GRETNA  UMC 

HARTZELL 

HARTZELL/MT  ZION 

LULING  UMC 

METAIRIE  UMC 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC 

PEARL  RIVER 

ST  CHARLES 

ST  LUKE'S  UMC 


THOMPSON  UMC 

. 

Shreveport  $1,097.95 

BARKSDALE  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP 

FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE 
HOSSTON  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 


MTMARIAH 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
OAK  GROVE 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
WALKER'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 

Monroe  $641.12 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 

COLUNSTON 

CROWVILLE  UMC 

FARMERVILLE 

FIRST  UMC  WINNSBORO 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 

GRACE,  RUSTON 

NEW  HOPE 

OAK  GROVE 

SICILY  ISLAND 

ST  PAUL’S  UMC  /  MONROE 

TRINITY,  RUSTON 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

Lake  Charles  $355.99 

BRANCH  UMC 
CENTENARY 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  LKCHAS 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
KINDER 

MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 

Collected  at  Conference  events 
$6,022.79 


SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE 
To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 
They  are  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the  Conference  Office! 
To  Be  Used  on  May  1,  Order  By  April  15!!! 

Call  or  e-mail  Tom  Dolph  at: 

(225)  346-1646  or  tdolph@bellsouth.net 


March  25,2005 


Louisiana  Conference 
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Bethany  Celebrates  College/University  Sunday 


BY  ANITA  CRUMP 

The  sanctuary  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  was  jam-packed 
when  the  Ministry  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  held 
College /University  Sunday.  This  event 
enabled  students  from  the  colleges  and 
universities  of  New  Orleans  to  attend 
and  participate  in  a  highly  spirited  wor¬ 
ship  experience. 

On  this  occasion,  students  were 
transported  on  Bethany's  25-passenger 
bus  and  15-passenger  van  from  Dillard, 
Xavier,  Tulane  and  Loyola  Universities 
and  the  University  of  New  Orleans. 
Students  from  Southern  University  New 
Orleans  and  Delgado  Community 
College  were  also  in  attendance. 

The  students  were  met  by  greeters 
from  our  United  Methodist  Youth 
Council.  The  entire  worship  service  was 
geared  with  the  students  in  mind. 

They  conducted  the  opening  worship 
service,  rendered  vocal  and  instrumen¬ 
tal  selections,  gave  dramatic  and  poetic 
presentations,  as  well  as  a  Liturgical 
Dance. 

Reverend  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  our 
very  dynamic  and  prophetic  spiritual 
leader,  gave  a  most  appropriate  sermon 
which  captivated  the  hearts  and 
thoughts  of  those  in  attendance.  United 
Methodist  students  were  present  from 
Shreveport,  Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge 
and  St.  Martinville,  Louisiana,  as  well  as 
from  Midland  and  Dallas,  Texas.  Several 
students  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri  and 
White  Plains,  New  York  were  also  pres¬ 
ent. 

Laculty  and  staff  members  from 
Dillard  and  Xavier  Universities  and 
alumni  from  all  the  indicated  colleges 
and  universities  received  special  recog¬ 
nition.  Our  former  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  President,  Jasso ni  Young,  was  in 
attendance  and  read  the  litany.  Miss 
Dillard  2004  was  in  attendance  and  gave 
a  special  dramatic  presentation. 

A  well-planned  tasty  meal  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  in  the  Willis  J.  King 
Building  where  the  Bulletin  Board  dis¬ 
played  the  pennants  from  the  colleges 
and  universities  along  with  expressions 
of  welcome.  The  students  dined  on 
beautifully  decorated  tables  adorned 
with  bullhorns  monogrammed  with  the 
names  of  their  schools. 

A  Lenten  Devotional  Booklet  and  a 
Daily  Bible  Reading  Guide  were  given  to 
the  students  along  with  an  Educational 
Packet  consisting  of  notebooks,  writing 
paper,  highlighters,  pencils,  pens  and 
computer  discs. 

The  congregation  participated  in  a 
Cookie  Brigade  and  made  140  dozen 
homemade  cookies  which  were  given  to 
the  students  in  zip  lock  bags. 

Bethany  was  adhering  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  stated  in  the  Guidelines  for 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
which  encourage  every  local  church  and 
its  members  to  support  our  college  and 
university  students  because  we  really 
have  a  stake  in  each  young  person's 
educational  pursuits. 

Bethany  can  boast  of  having  a  most 
remarkable  and  well-planned 
College/University  Sunday  which  was 
extolled  as  superb  by  the  students. 

It  Was  Truly  A  Day  To  Remember! 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  College/University 
Sunday  with  a  special  worship  service  attended  by  students  from  around  the 
state. The  festivities  included  an  excellent  dinner,  left  and  bottom  left;  a  presenta¬ 
tion  by  Miss  Dillard,  below;  and  packets  of  supplies  for  the  students,  bottom. 
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Bishop  Bruce  Blake  spoke  recently  at  the  "Tending  Our  Lives  Together"  retreat  hosted  by 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Retreats,  from  page  1 


between  the  ages  of  16-25  traveled  to  the 
Conference  Center  to  be  a  part  of  the 
“Discerning  the  Call”  retreat  that  began 
on  Friday,  March  4.  These  young  adults 
arrived  at  the  center,  seeking  further 
insight  into  the  "tug”  of  God  upon  their 
lives. 

Clergy  representing  all  areas  of  min¬ 


istry  spoke  about  their  personal  jour¬ 
neys  and  how  they  have  been  able  to 
live  out  God’s  call  in  their  lives. 

Participants  gathered  in  small  discus¬ 
sion  groups  to  talk  about  where  they  are 
in  their  own  journey  and  to  encourage 
one  another  as  they  seek  the  path  God 
has  chosen  for  them. 


Input  requested  on  Web  site  redesign 


Dear  Readers, 

Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  fill  out  a 
brief  survey  found  on  the  Conference 
Website  regarding  our  upcoming  Website 
Redesign.  Your  input  is  very  valuable  to  us, 
and  we  wish  to  make  the  Conference 
Website  as  helpful  as  possible. 


A  Website  Task  group  is  working  with 
the  Webmaster  to  gather  information 
and  utilize  it  to  respond  to  your  needs. 
Thank  you  in  advance  for  responding  to 
the  survey. 

Betty  Backstrom 
Communications  Director 


Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Spring  Retreat 

“I  am  the  Clay” 

April  12-13 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

$75  for  single  occupancy 

$60  for  double  occupancy 

Send  registration  to:  Mary  Beth  Foye 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Include  check  payable  to:  LACEF 

Registration  information  must  include  name,  address,  phone  numbers, 
dietary  information,  roommate  preference,  church  name  and  your 
district  name.  Registration  deadline  is  April  4! 


Women  of 
Faith 

Conference 

April  1-2,  2005 

Century  Tel 
Center 

Shreveport,  La. 

For  more 
information,  call 

(888)  493-2484 


"Hearts  Afire 
for  God" 

Ninth  National 

Gathering  of  United 

Methodist  Men 

• 

July  15-17,  2005 

• 

Purdue  University 

West  Lafayette,  Indiana 

• 

For  more  information  call 
Joe  Kelley,  (225)  721-0423, 
visit  the  website  at 
http://www.lcumm.org 
www.lcumm.org 
or  call  (888)  245-0176 


Increase  your 
income  FOR 

LIFE 

AND  GIVE  A  SPECIAL  GIFT 
THAT  LASTS  FOREVER 


Your  charitable  gift  helps  your  United  Methodist  Church 
continue  its  mission  and  ministry.  And  with  as  little  as  $3,000, 
you  can  "lock"  in  an  attractive  rate  of  income--  fixed  for  life!  A 
portion  of  your  annuity  payment  may  be  tax  free,  and  you  are 

eligible  to  receive  a  current  charitable 
income  tax  deduction. 


If  you  are  under  age  55,  you'll  receive 
an  even  higher  fixed  rate  by  deferring 
your  annuity  payments  until  a  later 
date. 


Deferred  Annuity 

Annuity 

Age  Now 

rate  at  65 

50 

12.3% 

55 

9.7 

60 

7.6 

55 

5.5% 

60 

5.7 

65 

6.0 

70 

6.5 

75 

7.1 

80 

8.0 

85 

9.5 

87 

10.2 

90+ 

11.3 

Find  out  how  to  secure  the  future  of  your  church 
with  a  charitable  gift  annuity.  Contact  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-mail:  info@umf.org 

www  Mtnf.org 


As 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.on  June  8. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
available  online  Apr.  15 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2005  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the 
Conference  website  on  April  15.  Visit 
the  website  at  www.la-umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  check  with  your  District  Office  to 
obtain  a  copy. 

Conference  Center 
note  burning  slated 

The  Celebration  Day  for  the 
Conference  Center  Note  Burning 
Ceremony  will  be  April  23  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  the  center  in 
Woodworth. 

The  festivities  will  feature  praise 
bands,  singing,  a  ceremony  for  the 
note  burning,  lunch,  and  activities 
for  the  children  (groups  under  five, 
five  to  10,  and  10  to  15.) 

Guests  may  want  to  remember 
their  sunscreen  and  umbrellas  to 
block  the  sun.  The  first  portion  of  the 

See  Note  Burning,  page  3 

Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Annual  Conference  2005 


"PievMiwt  tfiate: 


Rev.  Dottie  Smith,  an  elder  in  the  La.  United  Methodist  Annual  Conference,  is  the 
graphic  artist  for  the  2005  Annual  Conference  logo.  A  "lifetime  artist"  who  currently 
resides  in  Lake  Charles,  Smith  most  enjoys  producing  religious  art  and  drawing  ani¬ 
mals.  She  also  specializes  in  making  church  banners,  and  began  constructing  them  in 
1 970  for  University  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Tex.  Smith  also  made  ban¬ 
ners  for  Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas  for  26  years. This  year's  logo  reflects  the  concept 
of  Prevenient  grace  as  outlined  in  the  scriptures, "I  have  called  you  by  name,  you  are 
mine  ...  and  this  is  not  your  doing,  it  is  the  gift  of  God." 

As  a  people,  we  are  varied  and  different.  In  the  beginning,  we  can  be  detached  from 
God.  But  in  spite  of  our  resistance.  He  continually  tries  to  draw  us  to  Himself.  The  swirls 
seen  in  the  logo  represent  the  power  of  God  and  His  Prevenient  grace.  He  is  speaking 
to  our  hearts,  slowly  changing  our  minds  to  His  more  loving  ways,"  said  Smith. 


'Prevenient  Grace' 
this  year's  theme 

“Prevenient  Grace — God’s 
Whisper  In  Our  Heart”  will  serve  as 
the  theme  for  the  2005  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  slated  for  June 
5-8  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  This  year’s  theme  cen¬ 
tering  on  Prevenient  grace  is  the 
first  of  four  over  the  next  quadrenni- 
um  focusing  on  John  Wesley’s 
approach  to  God’s  grace.  Using  the 
overall  concept  of  “Grace — And  Can 
It  Be,”  the  following  three  years  will 
continue  this  theme  by  focusing  on 
Justifying  grace  (2006),  Rebirth 
(2007),  and  Sanctifying  grace  (2008). 

Addressing  the  theme  through¬ 
out,  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  will 
serve  as  keynote  speaker  and  Bible 
study  leader  for  the  event.  Carder, 
the  bishop  in  residence  for  Duke 
Divinity  School,  most  recently 
served  as  Episcopal  leader  of  the 
Mississippi  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  after  serving  the 
Nashville  Area  for  eight  years. 

Bishop  Carder  has  authored  three 
books,  including  “Sermons  on 
United  Methodist  Beliefs.”  During 
the  2000-2004  quadrennium,  he 
served  as  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  chair  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  Committee 
on  Theological  Education. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
will  lead  the  2005  La.  Annual 
Conference  and  serve  as  preacher  at 
the  Tuesday  evening  service  of 
Ordination  and  Commissioning,  to 
be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Bishop 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 


Annual  Conference  to  feature  traditional  tamp  meetinq' June  6 

A  traditional  “Pamn  ..rWK  u.--* •  .i. .  «...  •  . .  .  _  ' 


A  traditional  “Camp  Meeting”  with 
dinner  on  the  grounds  will  be  held  at 
Jones  Rice  Field  on  the  Centenary 
College  Campus  Monday  night  of 
annual  conference.  Bishop  Kenneth 
Carder  will  preach  for  this  casual,  out¬ 
door  service. 

“This  is  an  opportunity  to  celebrate 


our  history  in  the  American  Methodist 
movement.  It  really  goes  back  to  the 
days  of  John  Wesley  and  his  tradition 
of  field  preaching.  With  our  focus  on 
prevenient  grace,  the  Camp  Meeting 
encourages  us  to  revisit  our  Wesleyan 
roots,”  said  Mimi  McDowell,  chair  of 
this  year’s  Worship  Committee. 

Exhibitors  must  reserve  Annual 

Those  wishing  to  arrange  for  display  areas  at  the 
June  5  -  8,  2005,  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  may  do  so  by  contacting 
Rhonda  Whitley  at  the  Conference  area  offices. 

Those  seeking  a  display  area  should  provide  the  fol 
lowing  information  as  soon  as  possible:  name  of 
agency/institution;  name  of  person  in  charge  of  exhib 


The  Shreveport  community  will  be 
invited  through  the  media  to  share  in 
tire  service.  Those  attending  annual 
conference  are  encouraged  to  dress 
casually  in  picnic  clothes  for  this  out¬ 
door  event,  which  starts  at  7  p.m.  A 


See  Camp  Meeting,  page  3 

Conference  display  areas  by  May  2 

it;  phone  number,  address,  e-mail  address;  number  of 
tables  needed  ($8  each). 

All  groups  will  be  charged  according  to  the  schedule 
of  costs  as  listed  above.  Additionally,  there  will  be  a 
charge  of  $25  for  groups  not  directly  related  to  the 
Conference  or  its  related  ministries.  There  will  also  be 

See  Displays,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Been  to  a  Spring  Revival  Lately? 


In  the  little  community  in  which  I 
grew  up  there  were  only  two  churches. 
Neither  of  them  were  Methodist,  hr 
fact,  they  had  no  semblance  of 
Methodism.  They  were  quite  conser¬ 
vative,  you  might  even  say 
“Fundamentalists",  and  each  had  the 
reputation  of  believing  they  were  the 
“only  way”  into  the  Kingdom.  In  fact, 
they  were  just  across  the  road  from 
one  another,  but  I’m  sure  the  mem¬ 
bers  never  crossed  that  road  to  enter 
the  door  of  the  other  house  of  worship. 
Heaven  forbid! 

Most  of  my  friends  and  the  friends 
of  my  family  were  members  of  one  or 
the  other  of  these  two  churches.  And 
while  my  family  and  I  drove  18  miles 
into  the  nearest  town  where  there  was 
a  Methodist  church,  we  nonetheless 
were  frequently  involved  in  one  of  the 
churches  in  our  community  quite 
often.  I  went  to  Vacation  Bible  School 
there  and  to  “Booster  Band",  which 
was  part  of  the  children’s  activities 
associated  with  the  Spring  Revival.  I 
also  played  most  of  my  piano  recitals 
there  as  it  was  the  largest  space  in  the 
community'  for  such  an  activity  and 
the  other  church  had  no  musical 
instruments  inside  their  building. 

Many  were  the  nights  I  sat  in  the 
back  pews  with  my  friends  during  the 
Spring  Revival.  We  listened  to  the  altar 
call  night  after  night  while  the  congre¬ 
gation  sang  dozens  of  stanzas  of  the 
same  hymn.  We  were  admonished 
that  if  we  didn’t  respond  that  very 
night  we  might  die  before  we  got 
home  and  thus  our  soul  would  end  up 
in  Hell  where  it  would  bum  forever.  It 
made  me  think  of  the  temperance 
demonstration  at  the  Methodist 
church  when  the  speaker  poured  the 
bottle  of  liquor  in  a  bowl  and  set  it  on 
fire  and  said  that’s  what  would  happen 
to  our  souls  in  eternity  if  we  imbibed 
in  the  evils  of  the  devil’s  drink. 

Every  year  at  the  Spring  Revival 
there  was  one  particular  girl  in  the 
community  who  would  be  saved.  The 
going  thing  in  the  back  of  the  church 
was  to  wager  just  when  “Lucy  Belle" 
(name  has  been  changed  to  protect 
the  guilty)  would  go  forward  and  be 
saved  again.  And  all  this  in  a  church 
that  did  not  believe  that  one  could  fall 
from  grace.  But  then  the  explanation 
for  that  was  that  if  you  were  truly 
saved,  then  you  couldn’t  fall  from 
grace.  But  if  you  just  faked  salvation 
and  was  there  only  for  show,  then  you 
still  needed  to  be  saved.  If  the  latter 
was  true  you  could  go  forward  as 
many  times  as  it  took  until  you  were 
serious  about  it  and  God  really  did 
what  God  had  promised.  The  onus  of 
the  whole  salvation  event  was  on  the 
actions  of  the  sinner. 

I  always  wondered  why  “Lucy  Belle” 
seemed  to  find  her  way  to  the  front 
every  spring.  But  then  who  was  I,  that 
little  Methodist  kid  who  didn’t  belong 
there  anyway,  to  question  the  goings- 
on  of  “The  Church”.  Now,  years  later 
and  tons  wiser,  I  just  wonder  if  it  had 
something  to  do  with  what  we  know  as 
PREVENIENT  GRACE.  That’s  a  seven¬ 


ty-five  dollar 
phrase  for  saying 
that  God  is  working 
in  our  lives  even 
before  we  know  it 
and  is  calling  us 
unto  Godself  with¬ 
out  our  recognition 
of  what  is  happen¬ 
ing.  So  when  we 
find  ourselves 
wanting  to  go  for¬ 
ward  to  “be  saved”, 
or  to  recommit  our 
lives  to  Christ,  or  to  respond  to  a  new 
call  on  our  lives  as  we  discern  what 
God  is  asking  us  to  do,  it  is  out  of  a 
response  to  God’s  action  in  our  lives 
prior  to  our  wanting  to  do  any  of  it.  In 
fact,  the  very  desire  to  respond  is  God 
placing  that  desire  in  our  heart  causing 
us  to  want  to  be  and  do  who  God  is 
calling  us  to  be  and  do.  Isn't  that  a 
marvelous  theological  concept?  God 
loves  us  so  much  that  God  isn’t  sitting 
around  just  waiting  for  us  to  drop  off 
into  a  burning  pit  just  because  we  did¬ 
n’t  decide  to  go  forward  to  the  sweat¬ 
ing  preacher  that  night.  No,  God  loves 
us  so  much  that  God  is  working  fever¬ 
ishly  in  our  hearts  and  lives  long 
before  the  sawdust  trail  is  opened  to 
us  and  doesn’t  leave  our  response  up 
to  whether  we  hear  or  not  that  night. 
God  plants  the  very  message  in  our 
heart  and  calls  us  out  of  ourselves  and 
into  God’s  heart  without  our  ever 
knowing  it.  Thus  it  is  that  God  finds  us 
and  we  don’t  find  God! 

This  year  at  our  Annual  Conference 
sessions  we  will  be  focusing  on  this 
fundamental  (in  the  best  sense  of  that 
word)  teaching  of  PREVENIENT 
GRACE.  It  is  the  first  step  in  our 
understanding  of  what  it  means  to  be 
a  product  of  Wesleyan  theology 
instead  of  some  other  form  of  theolog¬ 
ical  persuasion.  I  hope  many  of  our 
United  Methodists  will  be  there  to  hear 
and  deepen  our  understanding  of  this 
basic  teaching  of  our  theological  her¬ 
itage  so  we  can  better  appreciate  who 
we  are  in  the  grand  scheme  of  the  his¬ 
torical  church.  We  have  such  a  beauti¬ 
ful  perspective  to  share  and  such  an 
important  realization  to  reach.  Grace 
isn’t  about  us.  It’s  about  God.  And 
how  that  grace  gets  imparted  into  our 
lives  is  God’s  action  and  not  something 
we  asked  for,  earned,  or  deserved. 

“Lucy  Belle”  just  might  have  been 
going  forward  every  spring  because 
God  was  continuing  to  work  in  her 
heart,  calling  her  out  of  herself  and  not 
being  content  with  who  she  was  will¬ 
ing  to  be.  It’s  not  that  she  just  never 
heard  and  thus  was  never  really 
“saved.”  It  just  might  have  been  that 
she  was  constantly  being  saved  and 
just  never  heard  anyone  affirm  how 
mightily  God  was  acting  in  her  without 
her  even  knowing  it.  Think  about  that 
difference  as  it  relates  to  your  journey. 

Been  to  a  Spring  Revival  lately? 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Acadiana 

Sunday,  May  22 

PRE-CONFERENCE 
TRAINING  SESSIONS 

First  Church  Lafayette 

3  p.m. 

Monday,  May  23 

Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria 

Sunday,  May  15 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

3  p.m. 

Baton  Rouae 

Sunday,  May  22 

Broadmoor  UMC 

2  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

Sunday,  May  15 

St.  Luke  UMC,  Simpson 

3  p.m. 

Monroe 

Monday,  May  9 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe 

6:30  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

Sunday,  May  15 

Northcross  UMC,  Madisonville 

3  p.m. 

Shreveport 

Sunday,  May  22 

1st  UMC,  Minden 

3  p.m. 

St. Timothy's  choir  receives  recognition 


The  Choir  of  St.  Timothy  on  the 
Northshore  United  Methodist  Church 
was  recendy  recognized  by  Big  Easy 
Entertainment  Awards,  one  of  Southeast 
Louisiana's  highest  arts  honors,  for  pre¬ 
senting  the  "Best  Choral  Arts  Perform¬ 
ance  of 2004" . 

These  prestigious  awards  recognize 
performance  excellence  in  various  arts 
genres  including  dance,  chamber  music 
and  opera. 

The  awards  program,  sponsored  by 
Gambit  Weekly  and  The  Foundation  for 
Entertainment  Development  and 


Education,  presented  their  12th  annual 
tribute  to  the  classical  arts.St.  Timothy 
was  proud  to  be  announced  as  the  win¬ 
ner  for  their  2004  "Christmas  on  the 
Northshore"  concert. 

This  annual  concert,  performed  with 
the  Louisiana  Philharmonic  Orchestra, 
featured  soloists  Anna  McDonald,  Viola 
Dacus,  Horace  English,  and  internation¬ 
al  operatic  tenor,  Stuart  Neill. 

The  choir,  directed  by  Dr.  Robert 
McBain,  performed  excerpts  from 
Handel's  Messiah  and  several  popular 
John  Rutter  Christmas  Carols. 
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2005  Annual  Conference 
Hands-On  Mission 


Attendees  requested  to 

Those  attending  the  2005  La. 
Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  are 
asked  to  bring  completed  Health  Kits 
that  will  be  distributed  through 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Serving  as  the  hands-on  mis- 
sional  effort  for  this  year,  the  kits  will 
be  sent  to  devastated  and  war-torn 
areas  of  the  world  such  as  Indonesia 
and  Africa.  The  items  will  be  sent  to 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in 
Baldwin  for  distribution. 

Please  follow  the  attached  list  care¬ 
fully  in  assembling  the  kits.  They 
must  be  filled  exactly  as  oudined  or 
they  will  not  be  suitable  for  shipping. 

Kits  to  Sustain  Everyday  Life 

The  following  kit  is  used  in  places 
where  people  do  not  have  ready 
access  to  many  essential  supplies  for 
everyday  life.  Please  follow  the  direc¬ 
tions  exactly.  Include  all  items;  do 
not  add  items  that  are  not  on  the  lists. 
Extra  gifts,  though  given  with  the  best 
of  intentions,  render  a  kit  unusable 
and  must  be  removed.  Note:  All 
items  sent  must  be  new! 

Health  Kit 

(Updated:  03/14/2005) 

Health  kits  provide  basic  necessi¬ 
ties  to  people  who  have  been  forced 
to  leave  their  homes  because  of 
human  conflict  or  natural  disaster. 
Health  kits  are  also  used  as  learning 
tools  in  personal  hygiene,  literacy, 
nutrition  and  cooking  classes.  When 


bring  UMCOR  health  kits 

people  gain  the  knowledge  and  mate¬ 
rials  to  maintain  personal  hygiene, 
their  overall  health  improves. 

Please  include: 

1  hand  towel  (15”  x  25”  up  to  17”  x 
27”) 

1  washcloth 

1  comb  (large  and  sturdy,  not 
pocket-sized) 

1  nail  file  or  fingernail  clippers  (no 
emery  boards  or  toenail  clippers) 

1  bath-size  bar  of  soap  (3  oz.  and 
up) 

1  toothbrush  (single  brushes  only 
in  original  wrapper) 

1  large  tube  of  toothpaste  (4.5  oz. 
or  larger,  expiration  date  must  be  6 
months  or  longer  in  advance  of  the 
date  of  shipment  to  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown) 

6  adhesive  plastic  strip  sterile 
bandages 

Place  these  items  inside  a  sealed 
one-gallon  plastic  bag. 

Value:  $12  per  kit. 

In  a  separate  envelope,  please 
send  a  check  for  at  least  $1  for  each 
kit  to  help  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
with  the  costs  of  processing  and  ship¬ 
ping  kits  around  the  world. 

Important:  Please  do  not  include 
any  religious,  political  or  patriotic 
notes  or  emblems  in  any  kit. 

Thank  you  for  your  donations.  You 
are  helping  to  make  a  difference  in 
people’s  lives. 


The  Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church  is  joining  forces  once  again  with  KPLC- 
TV  to  present  the  Tour  LaFitte  Bicycle  Tour  on  April  30.  The  goal  of  the  Tour  is  to 
produce  a  healthy  family  event  that  is  safe,  comfortable  and  fun  for  everyone 
involved.  A  10-mile  Family  Ride  with  a  mid-way  punch  and  cookies  rest  stop  is 
available  for  the  recreational  biker.  For  the  experienced  cyclist,  the  Tour  offers 
distances  of  62  mi.,  50  mi.  and  35  mi. 

This  year  we  are  making  an  effort  to  spotlight  the  Family  Ride.  It  is  truly  a  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  for  an  enjoyable  family  outing.  All  proceeds  from  this  event 
go  to  our  own  Southwest  Special  Olympians.  For  more  information,  contact  Rob 
Brooks,  Ride  Director,  (337)  708-4852  from  7  a.m. -4  p.m.  and  (337)  855-01 67 
after  4  p.m. 


Attention  First  Time  Members  of  Conference 
Lay  and  Clergy 

There  will  be  a  training  session  for  those  who  are  first  time  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Conference  (both  lay  and  clergy)  to  be  held  in  the 
Chapel  on  Centenary's  Campus  Monday  morning  from  9-10  a.m. 


Note  burning,  from  page  1 


celebration  will  be  held  outside.  The 
afternoon  session  will  be  held  inside  due 
to  the  heat.  If  it  rains,  all  of  it  will  be 
inside!  Agenda: 

1 1  - 11:15  a.m.  -  Gathering 


11:15  a.m.  - 12:15  p.m.  -  Ceremony 
and  Program 

12:15  - 1:15  p.m.  -  Lunch 
1:15  -  2:00  p.m.  Fun  for  the  kids  and 
families. 


Camp  Meeting,  from  page  1 


large  tent  will  provide  shelter  from  pos¬ 
sible  rain. 

Tables  will  be  set  up  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  “Dinner  on  the  Grounds,”  which 
begins  at  6  p.m.  The  meal  will  cost  $10  a 
person.  It  is  suggested  that  attendees 
consider  buying  an  extra  ticket  and 
inviting  someone  to  come  with  you. 

Jones  Rice  Field  is  located  on  the 


Centenary  College  Campus  next  to  the 
dormitories,  off  Centenary  Boulevard. 
Directions  to  the  field  are  provided  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report. 

“ft  is  hoped  that  this  traditional  Camp 
Meeting  will  be  inspiring  in  its  simplici¬ 
ty.  Look  forward  to  a  lively  evening  of 
preaching,  praying  and  singing!,”  said 
McDowell. 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  7 


preach  at  a  traditional,  outdoor  Camp 
Meeting — a  new  event  for  annual  con¬ 
ference —  on  Monday  evening.  He  will 
also  lead  Bible  Study  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  mornings.  Rev. 
Abraham  Davis,  pastor  of  First  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  will  lead  the 
Memorial/Communion  Service  on 
Sunday  evening  at  First  UMC. 

This  year’s  annual  conference  session 
will  begin  a  new  format  for  the  event 
schedule.  Registration  will  be  from  5- 
6:45  p.m.  on  Sunday  evening  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport  inside  Bain  Hall.  In 
past  years,  opening  registration  was  held 
in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College. 
Those  attending  annual  conference 
should  take  note  of  this  important  logis¬ 
tical  change.  Registration  will  continue 
on  Monday  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m.  back  at 
the  Gold  Dome  for  those  who  do  not 
register  on  Sunday. 

Conference  Boards  and  Committees 
will  meet  on  Monday  morning  prior  to 
the  opening  session  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  A  business  session  will  convene 
Monday  at  10:30  a.m.  and  conclude  on 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

A  report  of  the  task  force  on  full-time 
Director  of  Special  Ministry  study  will  be 
presented  Wednesday  morning  at  annu¬ 
al  conference.  This  study  was  requested 
and  voted  on  during  the  2004  La.  Annual 
Conference.  The  report  is  included  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  review 


prior  to  the  June  event. 

The  Conference  Rules  have  been 
revised  in  accordance  with  a  Judicial 
Council  ruling  in  2004.  These  proposals 
are  also  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report, 
and  will  be  addressed  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Board  of  Laity  is  proposing  two 
by-laws  changes  during  the  laity  session. 
One  proposal  would  revise  the  by-laws 
of  the  Board  of  Laity,  and  the  second 
would  revise  the  by-laws  of  the  1000 
Club. 

Eight  amendments  to  the  United 
Methodist  Constitution  are  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  Conference  members.  These 
amendments  were  considered  and 
approved  by  the  2004  General 
Conference.  Such  amendments  must  be 
approved  by  vote  of  the  Annual 
Conference  in  order  to  become  church 
law.  The  amendments  are  included  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  review. 

Other  highlights  for  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  include:  the  Passing  of  the 
Mantle,  celebrating  the  ministries  of  the 
retirees  and  their  spouses  along  with 
welcoming  those  to  be  commissioned, 
consecrated  and  ordained  for  ministry; 
an  awards  luncheon,  honoring  the  many 
persons  who  have  excelled  in  leadership 
on  behalf  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ; 
a  celebration  of  the  30th  anniversary  of 
Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers;  and  a  Lilly  Grant  progress 
report. 


Displays,  from  page  1 


charge  of  $25  for  groups  not  directly 
related  to  the  Conference  or  its  related 
ministries.  There  will  also  be  a  $25 
charge  if  a  product  is  to  be  sold.  A  table 
will  be  provided,  which  can  be  set  up 
Saturday  through  Monday.  User  must 
provide  tablecloth,  skirt,  etc. 


The  deadline  for  space  request  is 
May  2.  Spaces  are  designated  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  Whitley  may  be 
contacted  by  writing  527  North  Blvd, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700,  by  e-mail 
at  rkwhitley@bellsouth.net,  or  by  phone 
at  (225)  346-1646. 
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“ Prevenient  Grace  -  God’s  Whisper  in  our  Hearts" 
(as  of  3/21/05) 


Sunday  Evening,  June  5 

5:00  p.m.  •  6:45  p.m . Registration  @  First  UMC,  Shreveport  in 

Bain  Hall 

4:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m . Meal  at  Centenary  College  Available 

7:00  p.m . Memorial/  Communion  Service  at  FUMC 

Monday  Morning,  June  6 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m . Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(SPONSORED  BY  UMM) 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m . Registration  in  Gold  Dome  Continues 

8:00  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m . Committee  Meetings 

(See  listing  for  location  of  Boards  & 
Committee) 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m . New  Member  Orientation  for  Lay  &  Clergy 

in  Chapel  at  Centenary  College 

10:30  a.m.  - 10:45  a.m . ‘Processional  -  Consecrating  the  Space 

Gold  Dome 

10:45  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m . The  Convening  of  the  2005  Session  of  the 

Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer 

Greetings  from  Dignitaries 

Roll  Call 


Rules  of  Order  for  Conference  Sessions 

Adoption  of  Agenda 

Introduction  of  Theme 

Report  of  the  Episcopacy  Committee 

*A1I  Business  Sessions  will  take  place  in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary 
College 

Monday  Afternoon,  June  6 

11:00  a.m.  - 12:00 . The  Episcopal  Address 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
12:00  Noon  . LUNCH  BREAK 

Clergy  Spouse  Lunch 
(Asbury,  Bossier  City) 


1:15  p.m . Gathering  Music 

1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m . Business  Session 

Prayer 

Grace  Note  #1 

Introduction  of  New  Business 
Petitions/Resolutions 
CFA  Report  #1 

Report  of  the  Publishing  House 

Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #1 

Report  of  the  La.  UM  Foundation  (Including  revised  By-Laws) 

Report  of  the  Statistician 
Lilly  Grant  Progress  Report 

Proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  from  the  2004  General  Conference 

3:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m . Clergy  Session  (Chapel) 

Laity  Session  (Gold  Dome) 

6:00  p.m . Dinner  On  The  Grounds  -  Jones-Rice  Field 

at  Centenary  College 

7:30  p.m . Worship/ Camp  Meeting  -  Jones-Rice  Field 

at  Centenary  College 

Tuesday  Morning,  June  7 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m . Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m . Laity  Breakfast/South  Dining  Hall/ 

Centenary 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m . Late  Registration  in  Gold  Dome  Continues 

8:15  a.m . Gathering  Music/Prayer 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m . Bible  Study 

9:15  a.m.  - 12:00 . Business  Session 

9:30  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m . Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 

Address  to  the  Conference  by  the  Lay  Leader 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  Report 

10:00  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m . Report  of  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 

10:45  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m . Break 

11:00  a.m.  -  12:00  a.m . Report  of  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  #1 

Recognition  of  Retirees, 

Passing  of  the  Mantle 

12:00  -  1:30  p.m . LUNCH  BREAK 

Retirees  Luncheon 


1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m . Gathering  Music/Prayer 

Grace  Note  #2 

Report  of  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  #2 

3:00  p.m.  -  3:15  p.m . Break 

3:15  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m . Grace  Note  #3 

Report  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 
Report  of  the  Conference  Rules  Committee 
Report  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

4:30  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m . Dinner  Break 

Alumni  Dinners 

7:00  p.m.  -  7:30  p.m . Pre-Service  Music  -  FUMC,  Shreveport 

7:30  p.m . Service  of  Ordination  &  Commissioning 

(Reception  to  follow  in  Bain  Hall) 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  8 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m . Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m . Gathering  Music/Prayer 

Bible  Study 

9:15  a.m.  - 10 :00 . Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 

Special  Ministries  Task  Force  Report 
10:00  a.m.  -  10:15  a.m . Break 

10:15  a.m.  -12:00  Noon . Celebration  of  Centenary  College  School  of 

Church  Careers  -  30th  Anniversary 
Nominations  Committee  #2 
Report  of  the  Conference  Council  on 

Finance  and  Administration  #2 

12:00  -  1:30  p.m . Lunch  Break 

(Award’s  Luncheon  -  South  Dinning  Hall) 

1:30  p.m.  -  3:30  p.m . Gathering  Music/Prayer 

Grace  Note  #4 
Business  Session 
Petition/Resolution  Reports 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Greetings 
The  Fixing  of  Appointments 

Invitation  to  2006  &  2007 
Sessions  of  Louisiana  Conference 

Sending  Forth 


Mission  to  South  Africa 

Rev.  Van  Stinson,  associate  pastor  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  recently  visited  South  Africa  with  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  of  13  volunteers.  The  team  worked  to  build  new  offices  and  a  rape  crisis 
center  at  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Daveyton,  part  of  the  city  of 
Johannesburg.  Pastor  Nkululeko  Makula  is  pastor  of  St.  Luke's  UMC.  Members  of 
the  team  were  also  involved  in  work  at  the  "creche"'  or  day  care  center  at  the 
Benoni  Central  Methodist  Church. 


Part-time  Director  of  Children's  Ministries 

St.  Andrew's  United  Methodist  Church  needs  a  part-time  Director  of 
Children's  Ministries.  Experience  in  working  with  children  a  plus. 
Salary  $15,000  a  year.  Send  resume  to  lharper@standrewsumc.net. 


Petitions  for  Annual  Conference  due  May  29 


The  thirty-fifth  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  fast 
upon  us!  According  to  our  conference 
rules,  “Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an 
individual  member  or  a  duly  elected 
body  of  the  local  church  or  a  district 
shall  first  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  240  of  the  Journal  of  the  34th 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  Sunday,  June  5.  In  order  that  your 
petition(s)  might  get  to  the  Committee 


on  Petitions  in  time,  please  send  by  U.  S. 
Mail,  fax  or  e-mail  at  such  a  time  that 
they  will  be  received  by  Sunday,  May  29, 
2005.  Please  send  them  to:  Rev.  John 
Deschner,  chairperson,  Conference 
Committee  on  Petitions,  305 
Summerville  Lane,  West  Monroe,  La. 
71291.  By  fax,  (318)  323-7471,  email 
jgd57@aol.com. 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form  that 
is  included  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report,  which  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please 
email  the  chairperson  or  call  him  at 
(318)  323-7471. 


Connectional  giving  resources  available  online 


The  Connectional  Giving  Team  at 
United  Methodist  Communications  has 
developed  a  new  resource  for  local 
church  pastors  called  Mission  Moments 
and  More.  This  electronic  resource  pro¬ 
vides  a  mission  moment  for  worship, 
nuggets  for  the  church  newsletter  and 
an  offertory  prayer  for  each  Sunday  of 


the  year  focused  on  our  United 
Methodist  connectional  giving.  These 
weekly  resources  will  focus  on  the 
apportioned  funds,  the  six  churchwide 
special  Sundays  with  offerings  and  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

To  view  the  Mission  Moments  and 
More  visit  www.umcgiving.org/content. 


Hearts  Afire  for  God 

Ninth  National  Gathering  of  United  Methodist  Men 

July  15-17,2005 

Purdue  University  •  West  Lafayette,  Indiana 
For  more  information,  call  Joe  Kelley,  (225)  721-0423 
or  visit  the  web  site  at  http://www.lcumm.org 
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Directory  of  Conference  Boards  &  Agencies 

Room  Assignments  for  2005  Annual  Conference,  Monday,  June  6, 8:30  - 1 0:00  am,  JACKSON  HALL 


Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  (CFA) 

8:00  -  9:00 

Room  105 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 

8:30  - 1 0:00 

Room  107 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

8:30-10:00 

Room  304 

Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 

8:45-  9:45 

Room  106 

Board  of  Discipleship 

8:45-10:00 

Room  110 

Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus 

Ministries 

9:00-10:00 

Room  1 1 1 

Board  of  Trustees 

9:00-10:00 

Room  302 

Church  Extension  Team 

9:00-10:00 

Room  203 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

TBA 

Room  216 

Board  of  Pensions 

9:00-10:00 

Room  113 

Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

9:00-10:00 

Room  104 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

TBA 

TBA 

CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  &  MEALS 

SUNDAY.  JUNE  5.  2005 

4:30  p.m.  - 

6:30  p.m.  Come  and  See  Dinner 

Grace  Community 

5:00  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering 

with  Ministerial  Candidates 

St.  Luke’s  Church 

MONDAY.  JUNE  6,  2005 

7:00  a.m. 

BMCR  Breakfast 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  p.m. 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

TBA 

12:00  p.m. 

Clergy  Spouse  Lunch 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier 

12:00  p.m. 

Centenary  Alumni 

Centenary  Room 

12:15  p.m. 

Special  Appt  to  Extent.  Ministers 

South  Dining  Hall 

TUESDAY 

.  JUNE  7,  2005 

7:00  a  m. 

Order  of  Deacons  Breakfast 

First  UMC,  Hunter  101 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  p.m. 

United  Methodist  Men 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  p.m. 

COSROW 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  p.m. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

Audubon  Room  - 

Centenary  Cafeteria 

12:00  p.m. 

W.T.  Handy  Luncheon/Strengthening 

the  Black  Church  Luncheon 

Faith  UMC 

12:00  p.m. 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Noel  UMC 

5:00  p.m. 

Chandler  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Garrett  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception-Ordinands  and  Retirees 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  8.  2005 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Community  Breakfast 

Broadmoor  UMC 

12:00  p.m. 

Award’s  panquet 

South  Dining  Hall 

Foundation  offers 
stewardship  advice 

BY  DR.  MICHAEL  REEVES 
PRESIDENT 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION  OF  LA. 

There  are  several  kinds  of  financial 
leadership  in  the  local  church.  There 
are  those  who  have  been  placed  in  des¬ 
ignated  leadership  positions  by  the 
nominating  committee  such  as  finance 
committee  members,  trustees,  study 
committee  and  building  committee 
members,  treasurers,  and  permanent 
fund  committee  (or  endowment)  mem¬ 
bers.  Their  work  is  explained  in  various 
portions  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  as 
well  as  “Guidelines  for  Leading  Your 
Congregation”  which  are  both  available 
from  Cokesbury.  Often  these  leaders 
will  have  training  provided  by  the 
District  in  “Your  Job”  training  experi¬ 
ences. 

There  are  also  paid  financial  leaders 
ranging  from  pastor  and  program  staff 
who  have  budget  responsibilities  to 
bookkeepers  and  business  managers 
who  have  specific  detailed  responsibili¬ 
ties  for  managing  the  business  details 
for  the  church.  Paragraph  340.3  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  begins  to  identify 
these  responsibilities. 

Finally,  there  are  financial  leaders  in 
giving.  This  includes  both  staff  and 
members  who  make  financial  contribu¬ 
tions  to  support  the  operational  needs 
of  the  church  as  well  as  special  offerings 
including  capital  needs. 

While  these  varied  levels  of  financial 
leadership  have  unique  responsibilities, 
one  of  the  common  bonds  is  being  good 
stewards  of  the  financial  resources. 

Good  stewardship  is  an  active  process, 
not  passive.  It  involves  pro-active  ener¬ 
gy  and  not  just  reactionary  response. 
Reactionary  leadership  seldom  results  in 
positive  progress  and  most  often  focus¬ 
es  on  not  making  necessary  changes, 
cutting  expenses  instead  of  generating 
more  revenue,  and  a  maintenance  or 
survival  attitude  instead  of  ministry. 

Good  stewardship  also  involves 
exhibiting  integrity  in  leadership. 

There  are  specific  controls  identified  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline  that  need  to  be 
followed.  Every  year  we  suffer  financial 
misappropriation  in  some  churches. 
Sometimes  it  involves  lack  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  accomplish  the  task  and 
sometimes  it  is  intentional  misappro¬ 
priation  of  money.  Both  of  these  lack 
financial  integrity.  Proper  oversight  by 
financial  leaders  involves  making  sure 
that  appropriate  internal  controls  are 
in  place.  There  is  an  excellent  resource 
from  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  that  could  be  help¬ 
ful.  “Tips  for  Preventing  Misuse  of 
Church  Funds  for  Pastors/Audit 
Committees  from  a  Church  that  Has 
Been  There”  is  available  for  download 
from  GCFA’s  web  site.  This  provides  a 
29  point  check  list  for  financial  leaders. 
When  one  person  is  doing  more  than 
one  of  these  tasks-counting  money, 
making  deposits,  paying  bills,  and 
doing  reports-the  likelihood  of  prob¬ 
lems  increases  dramatically.  The 
guidelines  help  identify  clear  lines  of 
internal  control. 


See  Money,  page  6 
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Pope  remembered  for  courage,  love 


Pope  John  Paul  II  is  being  remem¬ 
bered  by  United  Methodists  as  one  of 
die  great  leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

The  84-year-old  pontiff,  whose  healdi 
had  taken  a  serious  decline  over  the  past 
few  weeks,  died  peacefully  April  2  at  the 
Vatican  in  Rome. 

“John  Paul  II  personified  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  for  more  than  a  quar¬ 
ter-century,"  said  Bishop  William  B. 

Oden,  ecumenical  officer  for  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.  “He 
embodied  its  conflicts,  its  strengths  and 
weaknesses  and  its  struggles. 

“Without  a  doubt,  he  will  be  seen  as 
one  of  Catholicism’s  greatest  popes — 
personable,  charismatic  and  clear  about 
his  vision  of  the  church,"  Oden  added. 
“Still,  he  left  a  legacy  of  many  unre¬ 
solved  issues,  including  women  in  the 
priesthood,  celibacy  and  the  call  for 
greater  lay  involvement  in  decision 
making.” 

Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver,  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  expressed  con¬ 
dolences  to  “our  Roman  Catholic  sisters 
and  brothers”  on  the  loss  of  the  pope. 
“He  was  a  courageous  witness  for  Christ 
and  a  compassionate  brother  to  the 
poor  and  oppressed  of  this  world.  We 
give  thanks  for  his  life  and  ministry 
among  us  and  the  new  life  he  now  has 
in  Christ.” 

Weaver  said  he  had  been  reminded  of 
the  courage  of  John  Paul  II  during  a 
recent  visit  with  United  Methodists  in 


Money, 


from  page  5 


Another  area  of  difficulty  in  financial 
leadership  is  the  lack  of  integrity  and 
stewardship  of  one  person  serving  too 
long  as  chair  of  finance  or  any  other 
committee.  How  long  should  a  person 
serve  as  chair  of  finance?  Is  ten  years 
too  long?  Think  about  why  a  church 
would  ask  someone  to  serve  as  treasurer 
or  finance  chair  for  more  than  a  decade. 
What  is  being  expressed  is  either  that 
the  nominating  committee  does  not  feel 
that  there  is  anyone  else  with  the  gifts 
and  commitment  needed,  or  the  person 
serving  counts  it  as  their  right.  Rotation 
of  leadership  lets  new  leaders  emerge 
and  develop  and  use  their  gifts. 

When  you  have  long  term  leadership 
in  financial  positions,  weak  internal 
controls,  and  too  many  financial  tasks 
being  done  by  too  few  without  proper 
oversight,  it  is  not  only  an  unhealthy 
financial  environment,  it  is  also  an  illus¬ 
tration  of  weak  financial  leadership  and 
poor  stewardship.  Pro-active  clergy 
leadersltip  including  rotation  of  lay 
leadership,  assuring  prudent  controls, 
and  promoting  healthy  financial  experi¬ 
ence  for  members  can  not  only  avoid 
the  heartbreak  of  financial  misdeeds,  it 
exhibits  healthy  stewardship  and  strong 
financial  leadership. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
from  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  8337  Jefferson  Hwy.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70809.  (225)  346-1535. 
www.umf.org 


the  African  nation  of  Burundi. 

“Because  of  the  excellent  relationship 
between  United  Methodists  and  Roman 
Catholics  in  that  nation,  I  stayed  in  a 
Roman  Catholic  seminary'  in  a  fairly 
remote  and  sometimes  dangerous  part 
of  that  country,”  he  explained.  “A  Vatican 
envoy  had  been  killed  not  too  far  from 
there.  And  yet  an  example  of  the  pope’s 
courage  and  commitment  to  forgotten 
places  is  that  he  came  to  visit  this  semi¬ 
nary  and  gave  it  support  and  encour¬ 
agement  as  a  part  of  his  deep  concern 
for  Africa.  Such  visits  never  made  the 
news  but  were  at  the  heart  of  his  min¬ 
istry.” 


Web  resource  addresses  faith  after  disasters 


The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  United  Methodist 
Communications  has  developed  a 
DVD/CD  resource  entitled  "God, 
Why?  Teachings  from  the  Tsunamis." 

Designed  to  help  believers  strug¬ 
gling  with  feelings  of  grief  and  loss 
from  these  natural  disasters,  the  two- 
session  small  group  study  is  now 
available  to  the  public. 

Through  this  resource,  influential 
Christian  leaders  provide  light  for  the 
journey  to  understand  God's  activity 
when  natural  disasters  occur. 


Order  "God,  Why?"  at 
www.UMC.org  or  by  calling  toll-free 
(888)346-3862.  The  resource,  which 
comes  with  study  guide,  video  sto¬ 
ries,  commentaries  and  more,  is 
$19.95  for  1-10  copies  and  decreases 
in  price  with  greater  orders. 

Two  copies  of  the  resource  have 
been  ordered  and  are  available 
through  the  La.  Conference  Resource 
Library. 

Call  Shirlene  at  (225)  346-1646  to 
reserve  a  copy  for  use  in  your  congre¬ 
gation. 


Childcare  2005  Annual  Conference 

What:  Childcare  during  the  business  sessions  on  Monday  -  Wednesday 
Where:  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport 

Ages:  Children  from  3  months  through  those  who  have  completed  6th  grade 

What’s  Happening:  3  mos.  -  4’s  will  be  regular  childcare;  Kindergarten  -  6th  graders  will 
participate  in  a  Vacation  Bible  School  experience  “Bug  Safari”  each  morning  and  will  be  lead 
in  recreation,  games,  videos,  snacks,  fellowship  together  each  afternoon 

BUG  SAFARI  ...  CATCH  THE  BUZZ  ABOUT  GOD  S  LOVE” 

Meals:  Lunch  will  be  provided  each  day  by  area  UMW  groups  as  well  as  snacks  during  the  day 

Pre-Registration,  all  children  will  have  to  be  pre-registered  so  we  know  ages  and  numbers  Re¬ 
planning.  Complete  the  following  form  and  mail  it  with  the  pre-registration  fee  to  St.  Lukes 
UMC. 

PRE-REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  -  MAY  15,  2005 

. ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  CHILDCARE 

PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM 

(complete  one  form  for  each  child;  other  personal  information  will  be  completed  as  you  check  in) 


NAME: 


MAILING  ADDRESS/CITY/ZIP: 


Boy 


Girl 


Birthdate 


Age 


Grade  completed  by  June,  2005 


PARENTS’  NAMES: 
PHONE:  (H)  _ 


(C) 


List  any  conditions/allergies  that  we  should  know: 


***  Lunch  and  snacks  will  be  included. 

***  Childcare  will  be  available  30  min.  before  and  30  min.  after  each  business  session  Monday- Wednesday. 

FEES:  $20  pre-registration  fee  to  hold  your  spot  PLUS  $10  for  each  additional  child 
(checks  made  out  to  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport) 

(plan  to  pay  an  additional  $20  for  Tuesday  and  $10  for  Wednesday  as  you  use  the  services) 

Mail  completed  form(s)  and  pre-registration  money  to: 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  attn.  -  Mrs.  Cheryl  Donakey 
6012  Youree  Dr. 

Shreveport,  LA  71105 


April  8,2005 
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2005  Annual  Conference  Meals  Housing  and  Meals  registration  due  May  13 
Awards  Luncheon  scheduled  for  June  8 


The  Annual  Award’s  Luncheon  will  be 
held  Wednesday,  June  8,  in  Centenary’s 
South  Dining  Hall. 

Cost  is  $12  per  person. 

Seating  is  limited  to  the  first  200  per¬ 
sons. 

Send  ticket  request  to:  Carolyn  Dove, 


102  Turner  Lane,  Many,  LA  71449. 

Make  checks  out  to:  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  mark  Award’s 
Luncheon. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Carolyn  at  catdove@direcway.com  or 
call  (318)  590-2989. 


Black  Methodists  luncheon  set  for  June  6 


Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  a  break¬ 
fast  on  Monday,  June  6,  at  7  a.m.  in  the 
Centenary  Room  Cafeteria  on  opening 
day  of  Annual  Conference. 

Cost  is  $5.50  per  person. 

The  agenda  for  this  annual  meeting 
will  include  old  business,  the  election  of 


new  officers  and  planning  for  the  mem¬ 
bership  drive  by  districts. 

For  more  information,  contact:  Rev. 
Dr.  Joe  D.  Connelly,  Interim  President,  at 
jdconnelly@yahoo.com  or  (504)  486- 
1952;  or  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  Acting 
Secretary  at  mitchellml29@aol.com  or 
(504)  945-1239. 


Clergy  Spouse  luncheon  slated  for  June  6 


Shreveport  District  will  host  the 
Clergy  Spouse  Annual  Conference 
Luncheon  on  June  6,  from  12-2  p.m. 

The  luncheon  will  be  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist,  3200  Airline  Drive, 
Bossier  City. 

The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $9. 
Church  buses  will  be  available  at  the 
Gold  Dome  for  anyone  needing  a  ride  to 
the  luncheon.  Tours  of  the  new  sanctu¬ 
ary  at  Asbury  UMC  will  be  available 
before  and  after  the  luncheon. 


Registration  forms  will  be  mailed  in  May 
2005.  Child  Care  will  be  provided  at  St. 
Luke  UMC,  6012Youree  Drive. 

You  must  register  your  children  thru 
the  Pre-Conference  registration.  The 
children  do  not  have  to  be  there  all 
three  days;  however,  you  do  have  to  let 
them  know  how  many  will  be  there  the 
day  of  the  luncheon.  There  will  be  a 
small  fee. 

Children  ages  3  months  thru  1 1  years 
old  are  welcome. 


Cursillo  Breakfast  slated  for  June  8 


All  Fourth  Day  Community  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  are  invited  to  the  Fourth 
Day  Breakfast  at  Annual  Conference  on 
the  morning  of  Wed.,  June  8  from  7-  8:30 
a.m.  Those  who  have  participated  in 
Cursillo,  Emmaus,  Happening, 

Chrysalis,  Epiphany,  Kairos  and  Kairos 
Outside  will  breakfast  in  the  gym  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Drive  in 
Shreveport. 

The  breakfast  line  begins  promptly  at 
7  a.m.,  and  participants  will  be  out  in 


time  for  the  first  day’s  event  of  the 
Conference  over  in  die  Gold  Dome. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  hugs,  a  lit¬ 
tle  music  and  some  breakfast  before 
starting  that  action-packed  last  day  of 
Annual  Conference.  The  menu  will 
include  a  sausage-egg  casserole,  melons, 
muffins,  cereal  and  juice  and  coffee. 

Your  contributions  to  "the  basket”  go 
toward  scholarships  to  Cursillo.  Wear 
your  name  tags  so  we’ll  know  each  other 
from  all  over  the  state. 


Order  of  Deacons  breakfast  set  for  June  7 


The  Order  of  Deacons  is  hosting  a 
breakfast  for  all  ordained  deacons  and 
diaconal  ministers  honoring  those  being 
ordained  and  commissioned  at  annual 
conference  on  Tuesday,  June  7  at  7 


a.m.at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport  in  Hunter  101. 

Cost  is  $5.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  Rev.  Regina  Wren  at  (318) 
424-7771. 


Retired  clergy  luncheon  slated  for  June  7 


The  2005  Louisiana  Conference 
Retired  Clergy  Luncheon  will  be  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
12:15  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  7. 

The  luncheon  will  follow  the  2005 
Retiree’s  Session  at  Conference. 

All  retired  ministers  and  spouses  are 
invited  to  be  present  for  an  excellent 


meal,  fellowship,  and  program  provided 
by  the  the  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions. 

Our  2005  retirees  and  spouses  will  be 
the  guests  of  honor  with  special  recogni¬ 
tion  by  the  Board  of  Pensions.  Noel 
UMC  is  located  at  520  Herndon  Street  in 
Shreveport. 


Christian  Educators  luncheon  set  for  June  7 


The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Annual  Luncheon  Meeting  will  be  held 
Tuesday,  June  7,  12  noon  during  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  in  the 
Centenary  Cafeteria,  Audubon  Room. 
Cost  is  $10  per  person. 

There  will  be  an  election  of  officers 
for  2005-2006. 

To  reserve  your  spot,  send  check 


payable  to  Louisiana  CEF  by  Wednesday, 
May  25  to: 

Carol  Sherer,  president,  Lacef 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
3900  St.  Charles  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70 1 1 5 
Include  your  name,  address,  church, 
district,  phone  and  email  with  your 
reservation. 


The  Annual  Conference  Housing  and 
Meal  Registration  Form  has  been  sent  to 
those  attending  this  year's  session  of 
Annual  Conference  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport. 

Registration  is  ongoing  until  May  13. 

A  late  fee  will  apply  after  the  May  13 
deadline. 

All  retired  pastors/spouses  and  sur¬ 
viving  spouses  must  register.  The  Board 
of  Pensions  covers  Meal  Plan  1  and 
housing  in  a  traditional  hall  for  retired 
pastors/spouses  and  surviving  spouses. 


Anyone  wishing  to  stay  in  Rotary  Suites 
must  make  up  the  difference  of  $10  per 
person,  per  night. 

All  retired  pastors  and  surviving 
spouses  must  register  for  meal  plan 
wrist  bands  if  not  staying  on  campus. 

Forms  must  go  to  Francine  Campbell 
with  the  Conference  and  Facilities  Office 
in  Shreveport. 

Please  contact  Pat  Bolander  with  the 
Conference  Area  Offices  in  Baton  Rouge 
if  you  did  not  receive  a  form  by  calling 
(225)  346-1646. 


Volunteer  writes  about  stewardship  in  S.  Africa 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  are 
excerpts  from  a  Feb.  19  letter  written 
by  Diane  Wilkinson,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Louisiana  and  partic¬ 
ipant  in  the  Individual  Volunteer  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Wilkinson  is  currently  serv¬ 
ing  in  South  Africa. 

February  19, 2005 

This  has  been  an  incredible  five 
days  as  I  have  traveled  throughout 
the  mountains  to  remote  villages, 
meeting  the  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa. 

My  main  message  is  about  steward¬ 
ship.  It  is  good  that  the  pastors  and 
the  District  Superintendents  are 
hearing  it  over  and  over.  We  give  to 
God--  not  to  the  church,  not  to  the 
pastor,  not  because  we  are  happy  or 
rich,  but  because  we  honor  God  with 
our  gifts. 

Jesus  gave  us  the  church  and 
declared  it  his  bride.  We  honor  and 
take  care  of  the  church  as  a  man 
would  cherish  and  take  care  of  his 
bride.  We  cannot  let  our  feelings  get 
in  the  way  of  our  giving.  God  has 
given  us  the  standard  of  giving  which 
allows  us  to  return  to  him  a  10%  por¬ 
tion  and  keep  the  rest  for  our  needs 
knowing  that  he  is  the  one  who  pro¬ 
vides  for  us. 

I  explain  to  them  that  before  I  had 
the  spiritual  maturity  to  understand 
about  giving  back  to  God  I  would 
want  to  give  a  gift  only  if  there  was 
anything  left  over  from  my  wages 
after  I  had  taken  care  of  all  my  needs. 
There  was  never  enough  money. 

Now  when  I  receive  my  wages,  I  set 
aside  my  tithe  for  God  first  and  I 
always  have  the  money  to  do  what  I 
need  to  do  for  myself  and  my  family. 
God  provides  for  us  when  we  trust 
him.  When  we  hold  on  to  our  pos¬ 
sessions,  we  do  not  allow  him  to  fully 
bless  our  lives. 

We  then  explain  that  the  people  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  other 
people  who  want  to  help  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa 
gave  gifts  so  that  each  of  their  pastors 
would  have  their  own  Book  of 
Discipline  in  order  that  they  might 
have  a  resource  to  help  them  and 
their  church. 

Because  democracy  is  so  new  to 
this  nation,  they  are  very  conscious 
of  constitutions  and  are  eager  to 
know  the  doctrines  of  our  church.  I 
have  gone  to  the  ATM  machine  each 


day  to  draw  out  the  maximum 
allowed  so  that  I  will  have  the  cash  to 
pay  for  the  bicycles  when  they  are 
delivered  on  Saturday.  We  will  then 
present  them  on  Sunday  when  there 
is  a  ground  breaking  for  a  new 
church  here  in  Kolstad. 

In  one  village  I  went  to,  I  also  went 
to  the  school.  It  is  in  such  poor  con¬ 
dition  and  with  no  toilets,  broken 
windows.  The  irony  of  this  is  that 
this  village  does  not  have  electricity 
and  yet  the  government  came  in  and 
put  up  a  pole  for  a  downlink  to 
receive  satellite  TV!  Of  course  they 
do  not  have  the  TVs  either.  I  encour¬ 
aged  the  church  to  provide  the  out¬ 
houses  for  them  and  gave  the  school 
principal  200  rand  to  use  for  supplies. 

I  was  also  able  to  meet  with  the 
leaders  of  one  of  the  municipalities 
here  and  discuss  with  them  how  the 
church  could  help  them  if  they  would 
budget  for  the  programs  that  they 
have  for  AIDS  and  care  of  orphans 
with  church  congregations  providing 
volunteers.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
some  people  who  take  in  the  orphans 
do  so  only  for  the  government  help 
they  get  and  use  the  money  for  them¬ 
selves  and  not  for  the  children.  The 
churches  would  like  to  build  orphan¬ 
ages  for  the  children  to  care  for  them 
adequately.  The  mayor's  senior 
advisor  said  that  when  they  begin 
preparing  their  budget  in  April  that 
they  would  provide  funding  for  these 
projects. 

Next  week,  I  will  travel  to  the 
Johannesburg  area  where  I  will  get  to 
visit  Jon  and  Lisa  Lord  and  the  Africa 
Upper  Room  Ministries  and  its  direc¬ 
tor,  Roland  Rink.  I  am  hopeful  that  I 
will  be  able  to  pave  the  way  so  that 
the  pastors  can  receive  the  spiritual 
formation  materials  that  they  need.  I 
have  also  received  a  request  for 
books  for  the  pastors  who  are  in  sem¬ 
inary.  They  are  not  in  United 
Methodist  seminaries,  so  they  need 
to  do  supplemental  study  to  help 
them  understand  the  doctrines,  his¬ 
tory  and  polity  of  our  church.  I  am 
sure  that  there  is  much  material  that 
is  available  on  the  shelves  of  our  pas¬ 
tors  that  can  be  sent  over  here  for 
them.  There  are  currently  eight  semi¬ 
nary  students  all  who  are  paying  their 
own  way  and  an  additional  five  who 
are  candidates. 

Thank  you  for  your  love  and  sup¬ 
port. 

Dianne 
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Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette,  top,  will  celebrate  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  May  1 .  Chairperson  Warren  L.  Brown  III,  and  Honorary  Chairpersons  Tag  and 
Dick  Chandler  helped  coordinate  the  event.  The  Chandlers  are  charter  members 
of  Asbury  and  have  seen  the  congregation  grow  from  37  members  to  more  than 
3000. 


Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette  celebrates  50th  year 


On  May  1,  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  will  celebrate  50 
years  as  a  community  of  faith  in 
Lafayette.  Warren  Brown,  HI  chairs 
this  event,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
E.  Chandler,  original  charter  mem¬ 
bers,  are  the  honorary  chairpersons. 

In  its  infancy,  Asbury  UMC  started 
with  37  original  charter  members, 
$350  in  the  bank  and  a  $17,476  budg¬ 
et.  Today  the  church  has  over  3,000 
members  and  an  annual  budget  over 
a  million.  The  church  staff  has  grown 
from  one  to  24.  From  1955  to  the 
present,  24  pastors  have  been 
appointed  to  Asbury  UMC.  Currently 
Rev.  Ed  Boyd  is  Senior  Minister  and 
Revs.  Ann  Sutton  and  David  Bricker 
are  Associate  Ministers.  Retired  min¬ 
ister,  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  serves  the 
older  adult  community. 

Asbury  is  known  throughout  the 
Lafayette  community  as  an  outreach 
church—  a  church  whose  members 
work  in  missions  here  and  abroad. 


Members  are  involved  in  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  women's  and  men's  shel¬ 
ters,  United  Christian  Outreach,  St. 
Joseph’s  Diner,  and  the  scouting  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Asbury  Nook,  a  communi 
ty  outreach  program  in  place  since 
1968,  provides  uniforms,  shoes  and 
underwear  for  school  children. 

The  New  Friends  Sunday  School 
Class  for  mentally  and  physically 
challenged  adults  was  established 
several  years  ago.  Children  from  all 
faiths  attend  the  Asbury  Day  School, 
which  has  been  a  part  of  the  church's 
outreach  since  1962 

Festivities  for  the  50th  anniversary 
celebration  include  a  Homecoming 
Dinner  on  April  30,  three  morning 
worship  services  with  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  on  May  1,  and  the  bur¬ 
ial  of  a  time  capsule  following  the  9 
a.m.  Sunday  service.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Asbury  UMC  at  (337) 
984-0842,  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.asbury-umc.org. 


Clergy  Women's  Spiritual 

The  2005  La.  Clergy  Women’s 
Spiritual  Retreat  will  be  held  May  10-11 
at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

“Women  of  the  Well”  from  John  4: 1  - 
15,27-30,39-42  is  the  theme  for  the 
event. 

Key  Note  Speaker  is  Rev.  Jan  C. 
Holloway,  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Reflections  on 
work  in  five  areas  of  ministry,  “Well 
Experiences,”  will  be  addressed  by  the 
Revs.  Erica  Jenkins,  St.  Peter-Mallalieu, 
on  Missions;  Judy  E.  Nelson,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  on 
Chaplaincy;  Yvonne  Dayries,  Mt.  Zion, 
on  Prison  Ministry;  Heather  Hassler, 


Retreat  set  for  May  10-11 

SLU  Campus,  on  Campus  Ministry. 

Please  note:  we  still  need  a  clergy 
woman  to  speak  on  Outreach  Ministry, 
focusing  on  verses  35a  and  36a  of 
Matthew  25. 

Please  contact  Marva  Mitchell,  if 
interested  in  participating,  or  if  there  are 
any  questions  by  e-mail  at 
mitchellml29@aol.com;  by  cell  phone  at 
(504)  453-7203,  or  by  home  phone  at 
(504)  945-1239. 

Rev.  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie  is  still  receiv¬ 
ing  and  compiling  stories  of  the 
“Journeys  of  La.  Clergy  Women.”  Please 
support  this  time  we  will  share  together 
and  register  as  soon  as  possible  with  the 
form  included  below. 


Registration /Reservation  Form 
2005  Clergy  Womens  Spiritual  Retreat 

Note:  Advance  Registration/ Reservations  are  preferred  -  Deadline  May 
4, 2005 

Name: _ _ District: _ 

Address: _ City _ Zip _ 

Date  and  Time  of  arrival _ Days  of  Stay _ 

Resident  reservations  incudes  three  meals.  Add  $7.00  for  lunch  on 
Tuesday. 

A  $6.00  advance  fee  is  required  for  non-Conference  Center  residents  and 
pre-paid  food  cost:  Breakfast  $5.00  Lunch  $7.00  Dinner  $10.00 

Special  Dietary  needs _  Vegetarian?  Yes  or  No 

Room  accommodations/ rates 

Check  one:  _ Single  ( @  $72.00) 

_ Double  (@  $58.00 

Roommate _ 

Triple  @  55.00 

Roommate _ 


Along  with  the  completed  registration  form,  send  check  or  money  order 
payable  to: 

La.  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
c/o  Rev.  Marva  LMitchell,CWSR 
4011  Franklin  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA.  70122 
Note  in  memo  section:  2005-CWSR 


Soujourner  Truth  nominations  being  accepted 


Nominations  for  the  Sojourner  Truth 
Award  given  annually  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  ofWomen  (COSROW)  are  now 
being  accepted.  The  award  is  presented 
at  the  Commission's  annual  luncheon 
held  during  Annual  Conference  which 
will  be  on  Tuesday,  June  7 , 2005  at  South 
Dining  Hall  on  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus  in  Shreveport. 

The  Sojourner  Truth  Award  recog¬ 
nizes  a  woman  who  has  advocated  for 
social  justice  in  the  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  spirit  of  Sojourner  Truth  who 
broke  barriers  for  many  in  the  area  of 
human  rights.  Nominations  will  be 


rated  in  the  areas  of  service  to  others, 
being  a  peacemaker,  strong  faith  and 
Christian  commitment,  and  making 
changes  that  improve  the  lives  of  others, 
especially  where  there  are  inequities  for 
certain  groups. 

Letters  of  recommendation  should 
describe  the  nominee's  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  contributions  that  make  her 
worthy  of  this  honor,  and  should  include 
the  nominee's  address  and  telephone 
number.  Nominations  should  be  mailed 
to:  Sojourner  Truth  Award,  c/o  Eva 
Baham,  1639  Eastwood  Drive,  Slidell,  LA 
70458  or  to  esbaham@i-55.com  no  later 
than  April  30. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  online 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2005  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the 
Conference  web  site  at  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  check  with  your  District  Office  to 
obtain  a  copy. 

On  the  Journey  /2 

Pre-Conference 
Meetings  /3 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


NITEO 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


VOL  6,  NO.  8 


/  ■  /  /  /  /  J/  #  /  NEWS, 

mJ  Wf  M  f  OPPORTUNITIES  AND 

MW  ^  V  WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


APRIL  22, 2005 


Clergy  Spouse  Retreat  /8 


-vl  03  cn 

O  £V  NJ 

oo  ?  si 
oO  7 

di  5 
5. 

O  5  ~ 

o  oQ  oo 
< 

|—  Q. 


m  oo 
5  O  oo  "U 


~  w  mu 
—I  CTi 


O 


•! 


cn 


> 


VJ 


Ln 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.on  June  8. 


Confirmation  Day 


Brian  Mercer,  youth  director  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston,  top,  leads 
the  workshop 'Our  Faith  Makes  a  Difference  in  the  World"  at  Confirmation  Day  with 
the  Bishop  April  9  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Above,  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson  speaks  to  confirmands  on  what  it  means  to  be  United  Methodists.  More 
than  475  youth  and  adults  attended  the  event.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Tsunami  giving  to  UMCOR  surpasses  $32  million 

Ministries  in  Stamford,  Conn. 


As  of  March  31,  giving  to  tire  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  for 
recovery  from  the  Dec.  26  tsunami  has 
topped  $32.4  million,  the  largest  amount 
ever  received  by  UMCOR  for  disaster 
relief.  The  amount  was  announced  April 
1 1  at  the  semi-annual  directors  meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 


“While  receipts  have  significantly  sur¬ 
passed  responses  to  previous  catastro¬ 
phes,  they  offer  again  the  faithful  desire 
of  United  Methodists  to  stand  with  those 
who  are  hurting  and  in  need,”  said 
Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup  (Seattle  Area), 
president  of  UMCOR. 


Carder 


Davis 


Hutchinson 


Three  speakers  will 
highlight  AC  2005 

"Prevenient  Grace — 

God’s  Whisper  In  Our 
Heart”  will  serve  as  the 
theme  for  the  2005 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  slated  for 
June  5-8  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

This  year’s  theme  center¬ 
ing  on  Prevenient  grace 
is  the  first  of  four  over 
the  next  quadrennium 
focusing  on  John 
Wesley’s  approach  to 
God’s  grace.  Using  the 
overall  concept  of 
“Grace — And  Can  It  Be,” 
the  following  three  years 
will  continue  this  theme 
by  focusing  on  Justifying 
grace  (2006),  Rebirth 
(2007),  and  Sanctifying 
grace  (2008). 

Addressing  the  theme 
throughout,  Bishop 
Kenneth  Carder  will 
serve  as  keynote  speaker 
and  Bible  study  leader 
for  the  event.  Carder,  the 
bishop  in  residence  for  Duke  Divinity 
School,  most  recently  served  as 
Episcopal  leader  of  the  Mississippi  Area 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  after 
serving  the  Nashville  Area  for  eight 
years. 

Bishop  Carder  has  authored  three 
books,  including  “Sermons  on  United 
Methodist  Beliefs.”  During  the  2000- 
2004  quadrennium,  he  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipieship  and  chair  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  Committee  on  Theological 
Education. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will 
lead  the  2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
and  serve  as  preacher  at  the  Tuesday 
evening  service  of  Ordination  and 
Commissioning,  to  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Bishop  Carder  will  preach  at  a  tradition¬ 
al,  outdoor  Camp  Meeting — a  new  event 
for  annual  conference —  on  Monday 
evening.  He  will  also  lead  Bible  Study 
on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday 
mornings.  Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  pastor 
of  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  will  lead  the 
Memorial  /Communion  Service  on 
Sunday  evening  at  First  UMC. 

This  year’s  annual  conference  session 
will  begin  a  new  format  for  the  event 
schedule.  Registration  will  be  from  5- 
6:45  p.m.  on  Sunday  evening  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport  inside  Bain  Hall.  In 
past  years,  opening  registration  was 
See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


An  Act  of  Incivility 


We  were  out  in  the  intersection  by 
only  a  few  feet.  Kay  had  driven  into 
the  intersection  on  the  frontage  road 
in  Alexandria  hoping  to  turn  left  to  get 
in  the  line  of  cars  waiting  to  turn  onto 
the  main  street.  The  car  at  the  stop 
sign  ahead  of  us  was  extremely  cau¬ 
tious  and  wouldn’t  venture  into  the 
traffic  unless  there  was  a  loooooong 
break  in  the  traffic  pattern.  So,  that  left 
us  partially  blocking  the  intersection 
while  we  waited  for  the  front  car  to 
move.  I  must  say  we  didn’t  do  it  mali¬ 
ciously.  We  didn’t  do  it  intentionally.  It 
just  happened  and  we  were  stuck. 

The  first  driver  coming  off  the  main 
drive  that  wanted  onto  the  frontage 
road  simply  made  her  way  around  us 
and  onto  the  road  with  no  trouble. 

The  second  car  however  had  a  driver 
with  a  little  different  attitude.  The 
woman  driving  pulled  up  to  the  back 
of  our  car  and  then  with  a  look  of  dis¬ 
gust  and  disapproval,  bore  down  on 
her  car  hom  and  honked  as  if  she 
loved  Jesus  a  whole  lot!  As  she 
wheeled  around  behind  us,  not  having 
been  impeded  so  as  to  block  her  travel, 
I  remarked  that  I  hoped  she  felt  better 
now  that  she  had  expressed  her 
unhappiness  in  a  most  primitive  out¬ 
burst  of  anger. 

It  reminded  me  of  the  day  our  little 
granddaughter,  only  about  one  and  a 
half  years  old  at  the  time,  became  very 
angry  with  her  mother.  In  a  fit  of  frus¬ 
tration,  she  ran  off  crying  into  the  back 
part  of  the  house.  As  we  sat  in  the  den, 
waiting  for  her  to  come  back,  she 
came  running  back  into  the  room, 
stopped  directly  in  front  of  her  mother, 
and  SCREAMED  at  the  top  of  her  lungs 
and  then  turned  around  on  her  heel 
and  ran  off  again.  I  could  only  laugh  at 
the  antic.  While  it  wasn’t  necessarily 
cute,  it  certainly  was  real.  It  was  but  a 
childish  action  that  captured  the  state 
of  mind  that  woman  in  Alexandria 
must  have  had  when  she  exercised  her 
right  to  blow  her  car  horn  at  us. 

Blowing  horns,  shaking  our  fists, 
screaming  our  disapproval,  making 
obscene  gestures  and  uttering  obscene 
phrases  has  become  a  way  of  life  it 
seems.  I  am  increasingly  disturbed  by 
the  way  persons  handle  disagreements 
and  what  they  consider  to  be  crises  in 
our  society.  I  am  not  only  surprised, 
but  also  often  severely  disappointed  by 
some  of  the  mail  I  receive  and  some  of 
the  comments  I  hear  as  a  Bishop. 

Those  who  proclaim  to  be  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  who  write  some  of  the 
denigrating  and  disgusting  statements 
about  their  pastor,  or  their  parishioner, 
or  some  church  leader  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  ought  to  have  their  mouths 
washed  out  with  soap!  There  is  no  call 
for  some  of  things  I  have  sent  to  me  or 
said  to  me. 

I  have  been  engrossed  in  Stephen 
L.  Carter’s  book,  Civility:  Manners, 
Morals,  and  the  Etiquette  of 
Democracy.  Marian  Wright  Edelman, 


president  of  tire 
Children’s  Defense 
Fund  says  of  this 
book,  “Civility, 
Stephen  Carter 
reminds  us,  mat¬ 
ters.  Its  foundation 
is  in  the  heart  and 
in  our  love  and 
respect  for  our  fel¬ 
low  human  beings. 
Our  institutions, 
culture,  communi¬ 
ties,  and  country  cannot  long  survive 
the  loss  of  this  basic  and  essential 
ingredient  of  civilization.  Nor  can  any 
of  us.”  Carter’s  premise  is  that  there 
are  basic  aspects  of  “civility”  we  are 
called  upon  to  practice  and  honor 
even  when  we  have  sincere  and  severe 
disagreement  with  another  “passen¬ 
ger”  through  life.  Treating  another  in 
an  uncivil  manner  does  not  accom¬ 
plish  anything  except  anarchy. 
Incivility  indicates  that  we  believe  that 
everyone  has  a  right  to  act  as  he /she 
pleases,  no  matter  what  it  does  to 
another  or  to  the  society  in  which  we 
live. 

For  the  life  of  me  I  can’t  believe  that 
people  ultimately  adhere  to  such  a 
philosophy.  I  especially  can’t  believe 
that  Christians  would  adopt  this  way 
of  thinking  and  acting.  Our  own  faith 
background  teaches  us  to  love  one 
another  and  forgive  the  grievances  we 
have  against  one  another.  “Bear  with 
each  other  and  forgive  whatever  griev¬ 
ances  you  may  have  against  one 
another.  Forgive  as  the  Lord  forgave 
you.”  (Colossians  3:13)  I  can  always 
disagree  with  someone,  but  I  have  the 
responsibility  to  treat  the  other  person 
as  a  child  of  God  in  and  at  all  times 
and  to  forgive  them  their  trespass 
against  me  just  as  I  pray  they  will  for¬ 
give  my  trespass  against  them.  Such 
forgiveness  and  putting  aside  of  “my 
right  to  act  as  I  please”  is  a  mark  of 
civility  and  of  Christianity,  which  is  a 
faith  that  teaches  civility  as  a  way  of 
life. 

I  must  admit  there  are  times  I  want 
to  scream  and  honk  my  horn  as  well! 
There  have  certainly  been  times  when 
my  base  nature  took  hold  and  acted 
before  my  rational  and  Christ- 
informed  nature  could  place  a  civil 
check  on  my  unrestrained  impulse. 

For  those  times  of  lack  of  control  I  ask 
forgiveness.  I  pray  for  civil  control  of 
myself  in  all  situations.  I  especially 
pray  for  that  control  as  a  follower  of 
Christ.  And  I  pray  that  all  of  Christ’s 
followers  would  step  forward  and  take 
back  the  society  that  seems  to  be  drift¬ 
ing  further  and  further  away  from 
civility  in  our  treatment  of  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Such  reconfiguration  of  our  com¬ 
mon  journey  is  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


During  the  week  of  April  3-9,  two  LAVIM  teams  led  by  Revs. Tim  Lawson, 
Winnfield  FUMC  and  Ray  Leidig,  Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck,  converged  on 
Mount  Sequoyah  for  its  annual  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Work  Week. 

More  than  60  volunteers  gathered  at  the  Mountain  to  paint,  landscape,  install 
sheetrock  and  siding,  build  new  walking  path  surfaces,  and  perform  office  work 
to  renew  and  refurbish  the  Jurisdiction's  85  year  old  Conference  Center. 

New  Co-directors  John  and  Sheri  Altland  estimated  that  the  volunteers  con¬ 
tributed  a  value  of  well  over  $43,000  in  labor  savings  to  the  Mountain. 
Additionally,  many  of  those  present,  including  Louisiana  delegations,  con¬ 
tributed  money  to  help  pay  for  construction  materials  and  tools  needed  on  the 
Mountain  for  its  ongoing  care. 

Many  of  these  same  volunteers  and  others  from  the  Conference  will  join  two 
more  LAVIM  teams  in  the  fall,  October  23-29,  led  by  Allen  Tuten,  and  November 
6-1 2,  led  by  Rev.  Larry  and  Gayle  Maddin.  For  more  information  on  these  team 
opportunities,  call  LAVIM  at  (888)  239-5286  or  (225)  346-1646. 

Pictured  above  are  Adonna  Wlliott,  Hornbeck;  Bryant  and  Pat  Gore,  Dry  Prong; 
Scott  and  Linda  Spooner,  Ragley;  Sharon  Zeh,  Pollock;  Carilyn  Ashcroft, 
Winnfield;  Helen  Brewton,  Winnfield; Tim  and  Beverly  Lawson,  Winnfield;  Larry 
Norman,  LAVIM  Director,  Baton  Rouge;  Tim  and  Linda  Sciple,  Baton  Rouge,  Ray 
Leidig,  DeRidder. 
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2005  Annual  Conference 
Hands-On  Mission 

Attendees  requested  to  bring  UMCOR  health  kits 


Those  attending  the  2005  La. 
Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  are 
asked  to  bring  completed  Health  Kits 
that  will  be  distributed  through 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Serving  as  the  hands-on  mis- 
sional  effort  for  this  year,  the  kits  will 
be  sent  to  devastated  and  war- torn 
areas  of  the  world  such  as  Indonesia 
and  Africa.  The  items  will  be  sent  to 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in 
Baldwin  for  distribution. 

Please  follow  the  attached  list  care¬ 
fully  in  assembling  the  kits.  They 
must  be  filled  exacdy  as  outlined  or 
they  will  not  be  suitable  for  shipping. 

Kits  to  Sustain  Everyday  Life 

The  following  kit  is  used  in  places 
where  people  do  not  have  ready 
access  to  many  essential  supplies  for 
everyday  life.  Please  follow  the  direc¬ 
tions  exacdy.  Include  all  items;  do 
not  add  items  that  are  not  on  the  lists. 
Extra  gifts,  though  given  with  the  best 
of  intentions,  render  a  kit  unusable 
and  must  be  removed.  Note;  All 
items  sent  must  be  new! 

Health  Kit 

(Updated:  03/T4/2005)  •* 

Health  kits  provide  basic  necessi¬ 
ties  to  people  who  have  been  forced 
to  leave  their  homes  because  of 
human  conflict  or  natural  disaster. 
Health  kits  are  also  used  as  learning 
tools  in  personal  hygiene,  literacy, 
nutrition  and  cooking  classes.  When 


people  gain  the  knowledge  and  mate¬ 
rials  to  maintain  personal  hygiene, 
their  overall  health  improves. 

Please  include: 

1  hand  towel  (15"  x  25"  up  to  17”  x 
27") 

1  washcloth 

1  comb  (large  and  sturdy,  not 
pocket-sized) 

1  nail  file  or  fingernail  clippers  (no 
emery  boards  or  toenail  clippers) 

1  bath-size  bar  of  soap  (3  oz.  and 
up) 

1  toothbrush  (single  brushes  only 
in  original  wrapper) 

1  large  tube  of  toothpaste  (4.5  oz. 
or  larger,  expiration  date  must  be  6 
months  or  longer  in  advance  of  the 
date  of  shipment  to  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown) 

6  adhesive  plastic  strip  sterile 
bandages 

Place  these  items  inside  a  sealed 
one-gallon  plastic  bag. 

Value:  $12  per  kit. 

In  a  separate  envelope,  please 
send  a  check  for  at  least  $1  for  each 
kit  to  help  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
with  the  costs  of  processing  and  ship¬ 
ping  kits  around  the  world. 

Important;  Please  do  not  include 
any  religious,  political  or  patriotic 
notes  or  emblems  in  any  kit. 

Thank  you  for  your  donations.  You 
are  helping  to  make  a  difference  in 
people’s  lives. 


Annual  Conference  to  feature 
traditional  'camp  meeting' June  6 


A  traditional  “Camp  Meeting"  with 
dinner  on  the  grounds  will  be  held  at 
Jones  Rice  Field  on  the  Centenary 
College  Campus  Monday  night  of  annu¬ 
al  conference.  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder 
will  preach  for  this  casual,  outdoor  serv¬ 
ice. 

“This  is  an  opportunity  to  celebrate 
our  history  in  the  American  Methodist 
movement.  It  really  goes  back  to  the 
days  of  John  Wesley  and  his  tradition  of 
field  preaching.  With  our  focus  on  pre- 
venient  grace,  the  Camp  Meeting 
encourages  us  to  revisit  our  Wesleyan 
roots,’  said  Mimi  McDowell,  chair  of  this 
year’s  Worship  Committee. 

The  Shreveport  community  will  be 
invited  through  the  media  to  share  in 
the  service.  Those  attending  annual 
conference  are  encouraged  to  dress 

Baton  Rouge  proposed  for 

The  Agenda  Committee  for  the 
Annual  Conference  has  announced  a 
proposal  to  host  the  2007  La.  Annual 
Conference  in  Baton  Rouge. 

This  recommendation  is  in  keeping 
with  the  annual  conference's  decision 

to  rotate  the  venue  of  the  yearly  event 


casually  in  picnic  clothes  for  this  out¬ 
door  event,  which  starts  at  7  p.m.  A  large 
tent  will  provide  shelter  from  possible 
rain. 

Tables  will  be  set  up  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  “Dinner  on  the  Grounds,”  which 
begins  at  6  p.m.  The  meal  will  cost  $10  a 
person.  It  is  suggested  that  attendees 
consider  buying  an  extra  ticket  and 
inviting  someone  to  come  with  you. 

Jones  Rice  Field  is  located  on  the 
Centenary  College  Campus  next  to  the 
dormitories,  off  Centenary  Boulevard. 
Directions  to  the  field  are  provided  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report. 

“It  is  hoped  that  this  traditional  Camp 
Meeting  will  be  inspiring  in  its  simplici¬ 
ty.  Look  forward  to  a  lively  evening  of 
preaching,  praying  and  singing!,”  said 
McDowell. 

2007  Annual  Conference 

once  every  quadrennium  in  order  to 
host  the  celebration  in  the  southern  end 
of  the  confernce. 

The  proposal  will  be  presented  for  a 
vote  at  the  2005  La.  Annual  Conference, 
June  5-8  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 


PRE-CONFERENCE 


MEETINGS 

Acadiana 

Sunday,  May  22nd 

First  Church  Lafayette 

3  p.m. 

Monday,  May  23rd 

Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

6:30  p.m 

Alexandria 

Sunday,  May  15th 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

3  p.m. 

Baton  Rouae 

Sunday,  May  22nd 

Broadmoor  UMC 

2  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

Sunday,  May  15th 

St.  Luke  UMC,  Simpson 

3  p.m. 

Monroe 

Monday,  May  9th 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe 

6:30  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

Sunday,  May  15th 

Northcross  UMC,  Madisonville 

3  p.m. 

Shreveport 

Sunday,  May  22nd 

1st  UMC,  Minden 

3  p.m. 

Annual  Conference, 


held  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary 
College.  Those  attending  annual  confer¬ 
ence  should  take  note  of  this  important 
logistical  change.  Registration  will  con¬ 
tinue  on  Monday  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m. 
back  at  the  Gold  Dome  for  those  who  do 
not  register  on  Sunday. 

Conference  Boards  and  Committees 
will  meet  on  Monday  morning  prior  to 
the  opening  session  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  A  business  session  will  convene 
Monday  at  10:30  a.m.  and  conclude  on 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

A  report  of  the  task  force  on  full-time 
Director  of  Special  Ministry  study  will  be 
presented  Wednesday  morning  at  annu¬ 
al  conference.  This  study  was  requested 
and  voted  on  during  the  2004  La.  Annual 
Conference.  The  report  is  included  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  review 
prior  to  the  June  event. 

The  Conference  Rules  have  been 
revised  in  accordance  with  a  Judicial 
Council  ruling  in  2004.  These  proposals 
are  also  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report, 
and  will  be  addressed  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Board  of  Laity  is  proposing  two 


from  page  7 

by-laws  changes  during  the  laity  session. 
One  proposal  would  revise  the  by-laws 
of  the  Board  of  I^ty,  and  the  second 
would  revise  the  by-laws  of  the  1000 
Club. 

Eight  amendments  to  the  United 
Methodist  Constitution  are  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  Conference  members.  These 
amendments  were  considered  and 
approved  by  the  2004  General 
Conference.  Such  amendments  must  be 
approved  by  vote  of  the  Annual 
Conference  in  order  to  become  church 
law.  The  amendments  are  included  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  review. 

Other  highlights  for  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  include:  the  Passing  of  the 
Mande,  celebrating  the  ministries  of  the 
retirees  and  their  spouses  along  with 
welcoming  those  to  be  commissioned, 
consecrated  and  ordained  for  ministry; 
an  awards  luncheon,  honoring  the  many 
persons  who  have  excelled  in  leadership 
on  behalf  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ; 
a  celebration  of  the  30th  anniversary  of 
Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers;  and  a  Lilly  Grant  progress 
report. 


Youth  Director 

First  UMC  LaPlace  is  seeking  a  summer  youth  director.  Salary 
would  be  $2,500  for  summer.  Looking  for  someone  who  has  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  Christ  and  youth.  Please  contact  Rev.  Mark  Bray  if  you  are 
interested  at  fumclaplace@hotmail.com  or  (985)  652-6560. 
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Lana  Lathan,  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Secretary  of  Program 
Resources,  above,  was  a  recent  guest  speaker  during  worship  services  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. The  services  celebrated  135  years  in  mis¬ 
sion  for  United  Methodist  Women.  A  special  music  presentation  written  by 
Acadiana  District  UMW  President  Joyce  Thibodeaux,  and  arranged  by  Art  Riedel, 
was  presented  by  members  of  the  UMW.  Lathan  delighted  the  worshippers  by 
playing  the  old  pump  organ  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  UMC,  Lafayette. 


New  Igniting  Ministry  resources  available 


NASHVILLE  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  making  new  resources  avail¬ 
able  for  local  churches  in  support  of  the 
denomination’s  national  ‘‘Open  hearts. 
Open  minds.  Open  doors.”  media  cam¬ 
paign.  Beginning  in  April,  local  church¬ 
es  can  pre-order  new  ready-to-use  mar¬ 
keting  materials  for  use  in  their  own 
communities. 

“United  Methodist  Communications 
has  produced  a  variety  of  tools  to  help 
local  churches  enhance  their  ministry. 
These  are  grouped  together  into  a  col¬ 
lection  of  materials  all  centered  around 
a  specific  theme,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  chief  executive  of  the  communi¬ 
cations  agency.  “These  resources  offer 
new  ways  for  churches  to  raise  their 
identity,  increase  attendance,  and 
strengthen  their  appeal  to  people  who 
want  greater  meaning  and  purpose  in 
their  lives.” 

The  first  two  themes,  which  are  tied 
to  television  commercials  that  will  air 
nationally  on  major  cable  and  broadcast 
networks,  are  "The  Journey”  and  “The 
Gift.”  "The  Journey”  explores  the  spiritu¬ 
al  quest  embarked  upon  by  seekers  who 
want  answers  to  the  hard  questions  in 
life.  “The  Gift”  is  about  ways  in  which 
we  pass  on  to  others  the  spirit  and  sig¬ 
nificance  of  God’s  greatest  gift,  Jesus 
Christ. 

Each  set  of  materials,  called  an 
“expression  package,”  includes  a  video 
for  worship  or  small  groups,  training 
materials,  a  television  commercial  and 
radio  spot,  billboard,  newspaper,  cine¬ 


ma,  web  and  direct  mail  advertising 
materials,  worship  graphics,  a  promo¬ 
tional  product  catalog,  and  other  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  Igniting  Ministry  campaign  is 
aimed  at  raising  awareness  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  reaching  out 
to  spiritual  seekers,  increasing  atten¬ 
dance  and  renewing  commitment 
among  current  church  members. 
Research  shows  that  the  campaign, 
which  started  in  2001,  increased  first- 
time  attendance  at  test  churches  by  19 
percent.  Overall  attendance  at  those 
churches  grew  by  nine  percent  between 
2001  and  2004. 

The  campaign  has  been  so  successful 
that  church  officials  decided  to  signifi¬ 
cantly  expand  it  and  develop  new  com¬ 
ponents,  such  as  additional  tools  like 
this  new  resource,  to  help  nearly  36,000 
United  Methodist  congregations  con¬ 
nect  their  local  efforts  with  the  national 
campaign. 

United  Methodist  churches  will  soon 
be  receiving  more  information  by  mail 
about  these  resources.  The  packages 
are  priced  at  $59.95,  with  a  10  percent 
discount  available  on  materials  ordered 
by  May  3 1 .  Shipping  will  begin  in  June. 
The  materials  are  available  in  both  DVD 
and  VHS  format.  To  order,  call  (888)  346- 
3862. 

Beginning  in  June,  they  will  also  be 
available  through  Cokesbury  stores.  For 
more  information  about  the  “expression 
packages,”  visit  the  website  at 
www.IgnitingMinistry.org. 


Pastors:  Please  use  this  2005  Special  Offering  ad  as  a  "cut  and  paste"  insert  for  your  church  bulletins 


The  2005  Special  Offering  will  benefit  Children  of  the 
Sudan  and  the  La.  Annual  Conference  Hispanic  Ministries. 


Special  Offering  for  Collection 
at  2005  Annual  Conference 

•  Gifts  to  be  shared  between  the  UMCOR 
Special  Advance  for  the  Children  of  the  Sudan 
and  the  La.  Annual  Conference  Hispanic 
Ministries 

•  Pastors:  Churches  are  asked  to  give  two  dol¬ 
lars  per  person  for  average  weekly  attendance 
(found  in  Statistical  Table,  column  10, 

in  Conference  journal) 

•  Please  support  these  very  important  min¬ 
istries  with  your  gifts  and  your  prayers. 

•  Offerings  will  be  collected  at  Annual 
Conference  at  Centenary  College 

in  Shreveport,  June  5-8 
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Reservation  Information  for  2005  Annual  Conference 
Awards  Luncheon,  Dinner  on  the  Grounds 


Dinner  on  the  Grounds  (Camp  Meeting) 

Monday,  June  6, 6  p.m. 

Jones  Rice  Field,  Centenary  College,  $10 

Menu:  turkey  or  ham  po-boy,  fruit,  chips,  cookie  and  drink 

Deadline  for  Reservations:  May  27 

Send  check  for  $10  made  out  to  "La.  Annual  Conference"  (ear¬ 
marked  "Dinner  on  the  Grounds")  to: 

Rev.  Daryl  Tate,  St.  Luke's  UMC,  5875  Canal  Blvd., 

New  Orleans,  LA  70124 


Awards  Luncheon 

Wednesday,  June  8, 1 2  n.n. 

South  Dining  Hall,  Centenary  College,  $12 

Menu:  salads,  croissants,  fruit,  cookies,  drinks 

Seating  limited  to  first  200  persons 

Send  check  for  $12  made  out  to  "La.  Annual  Conference" 

(earmarked  "Awards  Luncheon")  to:  Carolyn  Dove, 

102  Turner  Lane, 

Many,  LA  71449 


CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  &  MEALS 

SUNDAY.  JUNE  5,  2005 

4:30  p.m.  - 

6:30  p.m.  Come  and  See  Dinner 

Grace  Community 

5:00  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering 

with  Ministerial  Candidates 

St.  Luke’s  Church 

MONDAY. 

JUNE  6.  2005 

7:00  a.m. 

BMCR  Breakfast 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  p.m. 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

TBA 

12:00  p.m. 

Clergy  Spouse  Lunch 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier 

12:00  p.m. 

Centenary  Alumni 

Centenary  Room 

12:15  p.m. 

Special  Appt  to  Extent.  Ministers 

South  Dining  Hall 

TUESDAY 

JUNE  7,  2005 

7:00  a.m. 

Order  of  Deacons  Breakfast 

First  UMC,  Hunter  101 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  p.m. 

United  Methodist  Men 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  p.m. 

COSROW 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  p.m. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

Audubon  Room  - 
Centenary  Cafeteria 

12:00  p.m. 

W.T.  Handy  Luncheon/Strengthening 

the  Black  Church  Luncheon 

Faith  UMC 

12:00  p.m. 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Noel  UMC 

5:00  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Associate  Members  & 

Local  Pastors,  and  Town  &  Country 

Ministries  Dinner 

South  Dining  Hall 

5:00  p.m. 

Chandler  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Garrett  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception-Ordinands  and  Retirees 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  8.  2005 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Community  Breakfast 

Broadmoor  UMC 

12:00  p.m. 

Award’s  Luncheon 

South  Dining  Hall 

Burton  to  keynote 
COSROW  lunch 

Garlinda  Burton  will 
be  keynote  speaker  for 
the  annual  luncheon  of 
the  La.  Conference 
Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

The  event  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Tuesday,  June  7 
at  the  South  Dining  Hall 
on  Centenary  College  campus  in 
Shreveport.  The  cost  is  $8. 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  and  mailed  to 
Catherine  Murray  1 130  Ave.  A,  Port 
Allen,  LA,  70767. 

Burton  is  the  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women.  Among  other  goals,  her 
office  works  to  insure  full  participation 
of  women  in  all  levels  of  church  life. 

During  the  luncheon,  the  Sojourner 
Truth  Award  is  presented  to  a  woman 
who  has  advocated  for  social  justice  in 
the  church  and  community  in  the  spirit 
of  Sojourner  Truth  who  broke  barriers 
for  many  in  the  area  of  human  rights. 

Letters  of  recommendation  for  this 
award  should  describe  the  nominee’s 
accomplishments  and  contributions 
that  make  her  worthy  of  this  honor,  and 
should  include  the  nominee’s  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Nominations  should  be  mailed  to: 
Sojourner  Truth  Award,  c/o  Eva  Baham, 
1639  Eastwood  Drive,  Slidell,  LA  70458 
or  to  esbaham@i-55.com  no  later  than 
April  30. 

UMM  speaker:  'Be  a 
doer  of  the  Word' 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Two  years  prior  to  retiring  from  his 
job  in  school  administration,  Tony  Perry 
experienced  a  series  of  four  heart 
attacks  and  two  bypass  surgeries. 

“I  was  a  britde  diabetic,  in  and  out  of 
the  hospital  on  an  average  of  three  times 
a  week.  I  finally  wound  up  on  medical 
disability,”  said  Perry. 

Tony,  a  30-year  member  of  United 
Methodist  Men  and  the  North  Central 
Jurisdictional  vice  president  for  UMM, 
finally  realized  that  God  was  calling  him 
into  ministry  with  the  General 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men. 

“I  had  already  been  working  with  the 
General  Commission  for  two  and  a  half 
years  when  my  wife  and  I  were  being  led 
to  simplify  our  lives  and  turn  them  com¬ 
pletely  over  to  God’s  service.  In 
December  of  2004,  we  finally  made  the 
decision  to  sell  our  property  and  posses¬ 
sions.  Since  then,  my  wife  and  I  have  hit 
the  road  in  our  recreational  vehicle, 
traveling  around  the  country  with  a 
message  for  United  Methodist  Men,” 
said  Perry.  That  message  is  straight  out 
of  Scripture:  “But  be  doers  of  the  Word, 
and  not  merely  hearers  who  deceive 
themselves.”  James  1:22. 

The  Perrys  have  visited  over  20 
churches  throughout  the  Louisiana 

See  Perry,  page  7 
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UMCOR  joins  relief  for  new  quake 


The  United  MethodistCommittee  on 
Relief  has  joined  an  ecumenical  coali¬ 
tion  shipping  emergency  aid  to  the 
Indonesian  island  of  Nias,  which  was 
hard  hit  by  a  March  28  earthquake  that 
razed  much  of  Nias  Island.  The 
Indonesian  island,  and  its  neighbor, 
Simeulue,  suffered  severe  damage  on 
Dec.  26,  2004,  when  a  much  larger 
quake  triggered  a  devastating  tsunami  in 
the  region. 

On  March  31,  UMCOR,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Church  World  Service,  sent  35 
boxes  of  medicine,  14  boxes  of  gloves, 
500  tents  and  1,000  packages  of  emer¬ 


gency  supplies  on  a  United  Nations  heli¬ 
copter,  together  with  a  water  purifica¬ 
tion  unit  and  other  supplies.  Both 
organizations  are  members  of  Action  by 
Churches  Together,  the  international 
ecumenical  alliance. 

ACT  officials  report  that  up  to  85  per¬ 
cent  of  buildings  on  Nias  were  damaged 
in  the  8.7-magnitude  quake.  The  army, 
police  and  survivors  are  still  trying  to 
evacuate  people  from  under  the  ruins  of 
buildings  and  houses.  Complicating 
their  work  are  impassable  roads,  the  lack 

See  Quake,  page  8 


President,  The  Scarritt-Bennett  Center 

Scarritt-Bennett,  located  in  Nashville, TN,  a  United  Methodist  conference, 
retreat  and  education  Center,  committed  to  empowerment  through  cross-cul¬ 
tural  understanding,  education,  creativity  and  spiritual  renewal,  seeks  a 
President  to  provide  strategic  direction,  management,  fundraising  oversight. 
Applicant  should  be  a  successful  administrator.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Membership  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  desirable  but  not 
required. The  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  is  an  equal  employment  opportunity 
employer,  in  accordance  with  Federal,  state,  and  local  laws. 

Send  inquiries  to  Inelle  Bagwell,  266  Piermont  Ave.  Nyack,  NY  1 0960  or  inelle- 
bagwell@yahoo.com.  Deadline  for  applications  with  resume  and/or  curricu¬ 
lum  vitae:  May  1 , 2005. 


Did  you  know... 

We  have  74  students  from 
Louisiana  currently  attending 
seminary.  Please  remember  to 
pray  for  these  persons  as  they  are 
transformed  by  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
through  their  seminary  classes 
and  experiences. 

Those  attending  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  are: 
Bryan  Fillette 
Wendy  Lyons 
Eugene  J.  A.  Hebert 
Jimmy  L.  Owens 
Matthew  Rawle 
Valerie  Olson 

Those  attending  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  are: 

Lance  Eden 
Clifton  C.  Conrad 
Marguerite  D.  Jenkins 
Elsie  Cyrus 
Diane  L  Bentley 
Joyce  Gross 
Marcus  Gaut 
Bruce  L  Brown,  Sr. 

Elenora  Cushenberryfappoint- 
ed  to  attend  school) 

Sylvia  DeHanders-Lain 
Germaine  Tropez 
Sharon  Zehner 

Those  attending  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
are: 

Linda  Clark 
Katie  McKay 
M.  Janet  Davis 
Betsy  Eaves 
Mimi  McDowell 
Kathy  Wafer 

This  prayer  list  is  provided  by 
the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 


Childcare  2005  Annual  Conference 

What:  Childcare  during  the  business  sessions  on  Monday  -  Wednesday 
Where:  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport 

Ages:  Children  from  3  months  through  those  who  have  completed  6th  grade 

What’s  Happening:  3  mos.  -  4’s  will  be  regular  childcare;  Kindergarten  -  6th  graders  will 
participate  in  a  Vacation  Bible  School  expenence  "Bug  Safari”  each  morning  and  will  be  lead 
in  recreation,  games,  videos,  snacks,  fellowship  together  each  afternoon 

BUG  SAFARI  ...  CATCH  THE  BUZZ  ABOUT  GOD’S  LOVE” 

Meals:  Lunch  will  be  provided  each  day  by  area  UMW  groups  as  well  as  snacks  during  the  day 

Pre-Registration:  all  children  will  have  to  be  pre-registered  so  we  know  ages  and  numbers  for 
planning.  Complete  the  following  form  and  mail  it  with  the  pre-registration  fee  to  St.  Lukes 
UMC. 

PRE-REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  -  MAY  15,  2005 

. . . . ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  CHILDCARE 

PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM 

(complete  one  form  for  each  child;  other  personal  information  will  be  completed  as  you  check  in) 

NAME: _ _ 

MAILING  ADDRESS/CITY/ZIP:  _ _ 

_  Boy  _  Girl  _  Birthdate 

Age  _  Grade  completed  by  June,  2005 

PARENTS’ NAMES:  _ _ _ _ _ 

PHONE:  (H)  _ _ _  (Q _ 

List  any  conditions/allergies  that  we  should  know:  _ _ _ _ 


***  Lunch  and  snacks  will  be  included. 

***  Childcare  will  be  available  30  min.  before  and  30  min.  after  each  business  session  Monday- Wednesday. 


Subscribe  to 
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Call  (225)  346-1646  or  e-mail 
lanow@bellsouth.net  to  find 
out  how. 


FEES:  $20  pre-registration  fee  to  hold  your  spot  PLUS  $10  for  each  additional  child 
(checks  made  out  to  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport) 

(plan  to  pay  an  additional  $20  for  Tuesday  and  $10  for  Wednesday  as  you  use  the  services) 

Mail  completed  form(s)  and  pre-registration  money  to: 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  attn.  -  Mrs.  Cheryl  Donakey 
6012  Youree  Dr. 

Shreveport,  LA  71105 
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Directory  of  Conference  Boards  &  Agencies 

Room  Assignments  for  2005  Annual  Conference 
Monday,  June  6 
8:30  -  10:00  am 


JACKSON  HALL 


Council  on  Finance  & 


Administration  (CFA) 

8:00-  9:00 

Room  105 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 

8:30-10:00 

Room  1 07 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

8:30-10:00 

Room  304 

Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 

8:45-  9:45 

Room  1 06 

Board  of  Discipleship 

8:45  -  1 0:00 

Room  1 10 

Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus 

Ministries 

9:00-10:00 

Room  1 1 1 

Board  of  Trustees 

9:00-10:00 

Room  302 

Church  Extension  Team 

9:00-10:00 

Room  203 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

9:00-10:00 

Room  216 

Board  of  Pensions 

9:00-10:00 

Room  1 1 3 

Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role 
of  Women 

9:00-10:00 

Room  104 

SMITH  BUILDING 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

9:00  -  1 0:00 

Room  108 

Committee  on  Christian  Unity 

9:00-10:00 

Room  1 07 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

8:00  -  10:00  Kilpatrick 
Auditoriun 
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Tony  Perry  will 
speak  April  23 
at  Hodge 
United 
Methodist 
Church. 


Perry, 


from  page  1 


Annual  Conference  since  Maundy 
Thursday.  Part  of  the  agenda  for  the  vis¬ 
its  has  been  the  presenting  of  a  "modi¬ 
fied”  Heart  Quest,  a  retreat  designed 
specifically  for  men.  “Chip  Dodd  and 
Larry  Malone  developed  Heart  Quest, 
which  leads  into  T-Quest,  a  more  per¬ 
sonalized  journey,”  said  Perry.  The 
Perry’s  final  stop  in  Louisiana  will  be  at 
Hodge  United  Methodist  Church  on 
April  23.  The  passionate  message  that 
Perry  spreads  is  one  about  Jesus  Christ, 
who  as  he  espouses,  was  not  a  “soft  indi¬ 
vidual.”  “Christ  was  bold,  and  he  pro¬ 
claimed  his  message  with  strength.  He  lit 
a  fire  under  people.  And  right  now,  we 
need  to  light  a  fire  under  the  men  of  the 


United  Methodist  Church.  So  often  we 
preach  a  message  that  is  comfortable, 
but  we  need  to  challenge  believers.  We 
should  not  be  afraid  to  ask  pastors  the 
hard  questions,”  said  Perry. 

This  self  described  "nomad”  counts 
himself  very  blessed  to  be  doing  the 
work  of  his  ministry.  “Throughout  all  the 
heart  attacks,  I  died  a  couple  of  times  on 
the  table.  I’m  just  glad  to  have  this 
chance  spread  Christ’s  message.  I 
remind  myself  that  I’m  going  to  have 
successes,  and  I’m  going  to  make  mis¬ 
takes.  It’s  OK.  We  should  all  just  step  out 
and  do  the  work  we’ve  been  called  to  do. 
There  are  so  many  exciting  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  come.” 


United  Methodist 
Students 

WORLDWIDE 

_  SAY 

Thank 

You! 

Your  support  for: 

•  The  Ministerial  Educational  Fund 

•  The  Black  College  Fund 

•  The  Africa  University  Fund 

•  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

•  World  Communion  Sunday 
(Student  Scholarships) 

does  make  a  difference  in 
enabling  us  to  serve  more  persons 
more  effectively  in 

“Preparing  A  New  Generation 
of  Christian  Leaders.” 

Bishop  Gregory  V.  Palmer,  President 
Jerome  King  Del  Pino,  General  Secretary 

ON  KI  HAl.l  OF  STAFF  AND  DIRKCFORS 
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Petitions  for  Annual 
Conference  due  May  29 

The  thirty-fifth  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  fast 
upon  us! 

According  to  our  conference  rules, 
"Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an  individ¬ 
ual  member  or  a  duly  elected  body  of 
the  local  church  or  a  district  shall  first  be 
presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  240  of  the  Journal  of  the  34th 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  Sunday,  June  5. 

In  order  that  your  petition(s)  might 
get  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions  in 
time,  please  send  by  U.  S.  Mail,  fax  or  e- 
mail  at  such  a  time  that  they  will  be 
received  by  Sunday,  May  29,  2005. 

Please  send  them  to:  Rev.  John 
Deschner,  chairperson,  Conference 
Committee  on  Petitions,  305 
Summerville  Lane,  West  Monroe,  La. 
71291.  By  fax,  (318)  323-7471,  email 
jgd57@aol.com. 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form 
that  is  included  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report,  which  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please 
email  the  chairperson  or  call  him  at 
(318)  323-7471. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference 


April  22,2005 


Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 

Louisiana  Conference  clergy  spouses  had  an  "awesome"  time  during  their 
retreat  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  last  month.  Guest  speaker 
Rev.  Donna  Gaither  spoke  to  the  group  about  looking  at  the  "cup  of  life"  in  new 
and  exciting  ways.  Lots  of  fun  and  laughter  was  had  with  games  of  dominoes  and 
some  lively  line  dancing.  On  Saturday,  retreat  goers  gathered  for  tea,  followed  by 
a  communion  service.  Next  year's  event  has  already  been  slated  for  March  10-1 1, 
2006. 


Mission  to  Mexico 


Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  sent  a  group  to  Piedras 
Negras,  Mexico  for  their  2005  Spring  Break  Mission  trip.  Pictured  top  row:  T.D. 
McMurry,  Rev. Tracy  Mackenzie,  Keegan  Saunier,  Kathleen  Davis,  Lindsay  Black, 
Roger  Black,  Merideth  Harris,  Brandy  Arceneaux.  Bottom  row: Tom  Warner,  Ashley 
Williams,  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  -  Sue  Touchet,  Seth  Touchet,  Micha 
Thibodeaux,  and  Katie  Black.  The  Youth  will  be  working  with  the  Rey  de  Reys 
(King  of  Kings)  Church  in  Piedras  Negras  across  the  border  of  Eagle  Pass,  Texas. 


Quake, 


from  page  6 


of  heavy  lifting  equipment  and  the  small 
aftershocks  that  occur  every  few  hours. 

About  600  people  are  confirmed 
dead,  but  that  number  is  expected  to 
rise. 

“The  new  tragedy  intensifies  the 
need  for  relief  efforts  and  prolongs  the 
process  of  social  and  economic  restora¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  head 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  mission 

organization  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Church  partners,  missionaries, 
and  UMCOR  workers  in  the  affected 
areas  are  safe,  he  said.  “But  some  of  the 
same  areas  damaged  only  three  months 
ago  now  have  enlarged  needs  for  assis¬ 
tance,”  Rev.  Day  noted. 

UMCOR  is  launching  long-term 
rehabilitation  and  rebuilding  projects  in 
the  area.  Rev.  Day  urged  United 
Methodists  to  continue  their  “steady 
flow  of  support  from  across  our  global 
church  to  ensure  the  effectiveness  of 
UMCOR  aid.  "Let  me  encourage  United 
Methodists  who  did  not  give  to  tsunami 
relief  earlier  to  do  so  now,  and  to  appeal 
to  those  who  can  give  again,”  Rev.  Day 
said. 

Donations  to  the  relief  effort  may  be 
placed  in  the  collection  plate  on  Sunday, 
or  sent  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
Please  please  make  checks  payable  to 
La.  Annual  Conference  and  mark  the 
check  as  Advance  #  274305  and  desig¬ 
nate  “South  Asia  Emergency.” 

How  to  Participate  in  This  Response 
One  hundred  percent  of  every  dona¬ 
tion  to  this  appeal  goes  to  support 
recovery  efforts  in  the  disaster-stricken 
regions.  UMCOR  also  needs  donations 
of  health  kits,  school  kits,  and  medicine 
boxes  for  this  response. 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


from  making 
the  most  significant 
gift  of  your  lifetime? 


1.  You  need  all  the  income 
from  your  assets. 

2.  You  don't  have  available 
cash. 

3.  You  don't  want  to  give  up 
control  of  your  assets. 

4.  You're  afraid  your  heirs 
will  not  receive  their  full 
inheritance. 


What  if  you  could  keep  or 
increase  your  income,  not 
use  cash,  maintain  control  and 
leave  heirs  their  inheritance? 

Contact  us  to  find  out 
how  you  can! 

8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-Mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
June  5-8 

Registration  begins  5  p.m. 
June  5  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.  on  June  8. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  online 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2005  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the 
Conference  web  site  at  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  check  with  your  District  Office  to 
obtain  a  copy. 

On  the  Journey  /2 

Annual  Conference 
Meals  Update/8 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  /6 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Apportionment  dollars  support  ministry  on  many  levels 

Pages  one  through  six  of  this  special 


Have  you  ever  wondered  where 
your  dollars  are  going  after  you  put 
them  in  the  collection  plate  on  Sunday 
morning?  A  major  part  of  that  money 
goes  to  support  the  ministries  and 
physical  resources  of  your  home 
church.  But  another  part  of  your  gift 
goes  to  support  the  ministries  and  ini¬ 
tiatives  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church  at  large. 


edition  of  Louisiana  Now!  were  pro¬ 
duced  and  designed  to  help  you 
obtain  a  larger  picture  of  how  United 
Methodism  accomplishes  it  ministries 
on  statewide,  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  levels. 

One  important  example  of  how 
your  donations  help  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  grow  in  our 
Conference  is  the  Church  Extension 


program. 

Working  in  partnership  with 
District  boards  of  church  location  and 
building,  Church  Extension  seeks  to 
spread  the  Good  News  by  establishing 
and  supporting  new  churches  and 
transforming  existing  churches. 

Two  success  stories  about  new  and 
transformed  congregations  in  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  are  chronicled 
below. 


Church  Extension 


Church  extension  is  among  the  many  crucial  missions  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  funded  through  apportionment  dollars.  Rev.  Flint  Shea,  pastor  of  North 
Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mandeville,  stands  in  front  of  the  church's  new 
sanctuary,  top.  Members  of  the  liturgical  dance  group  from  Hope  Community  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge,  above,  are  part  of  a  vital  resurgence  in  a  part  of  town  where  anoth¬ 
er  United  Methodist  church  closed  its  doors  just  a  few  years  ago. 


Two  churches  show 
strength  of  program 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

When  Rev.  Flint  Shea  first  drove 
down  wooded  Highway  21  in 
Madisonville,  he  thought  for  a  moment, 
“I  don’t  know  about  this....” 

Shea  had  been  asked  by  the  La. 

Annual  Conference  to  take  on  the  job  of 
building  a  new  United  Methodist  church 
in  the  growing  community  in  and 
around  Madisonville,  which  would  be 
settled  on  this  seemingly  remote  high¬ 
way  lined  with  trees.  At  first  glance,  Shea 
could  not  see  the  neighborhoods  that 
existed  all  along  both  sides  of  Highway 
21.  But,  the  people  were  there  in  abun¬ 
dance.  . .  looking  for  a  church  home. 

"The  Board  of  Church  Extension 
bought  the  land  for  North  Cross  United 
Methodist  Church  back  in  1998.  The 
site  had  been  selected  because  Percept 
research  showed  that  the  Madisonville 
area  was  going  to  boom,  demographi- 
cally.  Statistics  also  showed  that  the 
area  was  the  most  affluent  in  the  state, 
and  that  St.  Tammany  parish  held  the 
highest  educational  levels  and  scores  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana,”  said  Shea. 

The  fledgling  church  began  meeting 
in  1999,  changing  their  meeting  place 
several  times  before  finally  building  the 
current  facility.  “For  a  while  we  met  in  a 
funeral  home  in  Covington.  Then  we 
moved  to  an  athletic  club,  and  even  had 
a  stint  at  a  Holiday  Inn,”  said  Shea. 

In  February  2002,  North  Cross  UMC 
began  to  hold  services  and  Sunday 
School  in  a  maritime  museum,  “ft  was 
during  those  years  that  our  member¬ 
ship  really  began  to  grow.  We  built  to  40 
families,  who  were  faced  with  the 
responsibility  of  holding  a  capital  cam¬ 
paign  for  our  church  complex.  No  one 
thought  we  could  do  it,”  he  said. 

See  Church  Extension,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


An  Afternoon  at  the  Senate  Briefing  Room 


I’ve  just  spent  the  entire  afternoon 
at  the  Senate  Briefing  room  at  the 
state  capital.  I  was  there  as  a  request¬ 
ed  speaker  on  behalf  of  some  of  the 
legislation  being  introduced  into  the 
senate  agenda.  It  was  quite  an  after¬ 
noon. 

First  of  all,  it  was  LONG!  People  on 
both  sides  of  the  issue  had  their 
opportunity  to  speak.  There  were  45 
minutes  accorded  to  the  proposal  of 
new  legislation,  and  45  minutes  allot¬ 
ted  for  those  opposed  to  the  legisla¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  the  crafters  of  the 
bills,  there  were  other  speakers  such 
as  myself  who  were  just  there  to  add 
emphasis  to  the  argument  proposed 
by  the  authors  of  the  legislation. 

The  legislation  being  considered 
had  to  do  with  state  taxation  and 
whether  the  current  plan,  commonly 
known  as  the  Stelly  Plan,  should  be 
amended  to  allow  for  state  income 
tax  deductions  on  charitable  gifts  to 
churches,  charities,  etc.  The  speeches 
were  impassioned,  even  comical  at 
points,  but  all  were  serious. 

Some  brothers  from  other  faith 
traditions  spoke  in  favor  of  repealing 
the  current  tax  reform,  using  the 
argument  that  the  contributions  to 
their  churches  would  shrink  if  people 
could  not  write  them  off  as  a  deduc¬ 
tion.  When  questioned  about 
whether  this  has  happened  or  not  as 
of  the  current  day,  they  were  unable 
to  affirm  that  it  had.  Then  one  of  the 
senators  on  the  listening  panel  asked 
to  speak.  What  she  had  to  say  was 
memorable. 

She  told  of  being  raised  in  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  family  and  that  she  had  never 
heard  her  father  teach  that  a  person 
should  give  a  gift  to  the  church  in 
order  to  get  a  tax  refund  as  a  result. 
She  stated  that  a  person,  from  her 
theological  viewpoint,  was  to  give  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord  out  of  gratitude 
and  thankfulness,  and  not  out  of 
favorable  tax  consequences.  She  was 
strong  in  her  witness. 

As  soon  as  she  finished  her  wit¬ 
ness,  another  senator  spoke  to  the 
same  subject  and  confirmed  that  this 
was  his  belief  as  well.  His  gifts  to  the 
church  were  out  of  gratitude  to  God 
for  the  many  blessings  he  and  his 
family  had  received  and  he  didn’t 
expect  something  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  return. 

At  this  writing  I  don’t  know  what 
the  senate  committee  will  do  with  the 
proposed  legislation.  I  had  to  leave 
before  the  vote  was  taken. 

When  I  think  of  apportionments  I 
think  as  did  the  senators  who  spoke 
to  their  own  faith  perspective  on  giv¬ 
ing.  Apportionments  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  simply  ways  in 
which  we  give  of  our  resources  in 
order  to  reach  beyond  ourselves  and 
help  others  in  their  endeavors  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  faith.  It  is  not  taxation  on 


the  church.  It  is  a 
commonly  agreed 
upon  way  in 
which  our  church 
reaches  out  to  the 
world  to  be  in 
ministry  together 
in  places  and  ways 
we  could  never 
achieve  on  our 
own. 

In  Louisiana, 
our  apportion¬ 
ments  are  just  about  10%  of  our  total 
church  giving.  There’s  a  Biblical 
“ring”  to  that  number.  It  is  a  way  for 
the  church  to  tithe  what  she  receives 
in  order  to  reach  out  to  others,  just  as 
we  ask  individuals  to  tithe  what  they 
receive  in  order  to  give  our  local 
churches  strength  for  ministry  to  the 
community  in  which  they  are  located. 

You  are  doing  something  noble 
when  you  pay  your  apportionments 
as  a  church.  You  are  stating  to  the 
local  church,  to  the  District,  to  the 
Conference  and  to  the  world  that  you 
believe  your  calling  is  to  serve  those 
across  the  earth  who  have  special 
needs  that  you  can  meet.  You  are  say¬ 
ing  you  believe  in  the  administration 
of  our  Conferences  and  our  Boards 
and  Agencies.  You  are  saying  you 
want  to  help  those  whose  lives  are 
disrupted  by  disasters.  You  are  saying 
you  believe  in  education,  health  care, 
food  for  the  hungry,  clothing  for  the 
naked,  shelter  for  the  homeless  and 
proper  living  conditions  for  the  incar¬ 
cerated.  You  are  saying  you  believe 
those  who  have  served  the  church 
faithfully  as  a  pastor  deserves  a 
decent  pension  program  in  their 
golden  years.  You  are  saying  you  are 
willing  to  help  a  church  less  able  to 
provide  for  a  pastor  so  that  they  can 
have  adequate  pastoral  leadership. 
You  are  saying  you  believe  that  we 
should  reach  out  to  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  and  bring  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  them 
through  missionaries.  You  are  saying 
you  are  not  in  this  life  alone,  but  you 
are  in  it  with  millions  of  others  and  it 
is  important  that  we  all  know  and 
experience  the  love  and  grace  of  the 
living  God! 

As  you  read  this  issue  of  Louisiana 
Now!  I  pray  you  will  find  new  insights 
into  the  holy  mission  of  apportion¬ 
ments.  They  are  key  to  our  life  as  a 
church.  Thank  you  for  making  every 
effort  to  see  they  are  paid  in  full  from 
your  own  congregation.  As  we  all  do 
that  we  will  surely  make  life  in  this 
world  more  Christ  like  and  more 
Kingdom  oriented. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Dulac  Community  Center 

The  Dulac  Community  Center  is  a  non-profit  agency  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  purpose  of  the 
agency  is  to  provide  comprehensive  social,  recreational  and  emergency  servic¬ 
es  to  the  people  of  Terrebonne  Parish,  with  emphasis  on  the  needs  of  the 
Native  American  population.  Special  emphasis  is  given,  also,  to  the  education 
and  personal  development  of  women,  youth  and  children.  Summer  youth  pro¬ 
grams,  produce  and  food  distributions,  an  emergency  food  bank,  and  a  pre¬ 
school  program  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  ways  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
serves  this  unique  area  of  Louisiana. 
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Conference  Area  Offices  offer  resources 


Anyone  may  reach  the  Louisiana  Area 
Offices  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
by  calling  a  toll-free  number:  (888)  239- 
5286  (LAUM).  This  easy  access  number 
is  symbolic  of  the  reason  there  is  a 
Conference  office. 

The  office  exists  to  be  of  assistance  to 
the  local  churches,  serving  as  the  center 
of  the  Conference  through  which  a  myr¬ 
iad  of  resources  and  services  are  made 
available  to  districts  and  local  congrega¬ 
tions. 

This  resourcing  is  made  possible 
through  the  efforts  of  the 
Provost/Director  of  Connectional 
Ministries  and  Executive  Director  of 
Administrative  Services,  the  Director  of 
Special  Ministries,  the  Director  of 


Volunteers  in  Mission  ,  the  Director  of 
Youth,  the  Communications  Director, 
the  Church  Extension  Office,  the 
Director  of  Education  and  members  of 
the  Administrative  Support  Staff.  These 
personnel  provide  resourcing  for  the 
local  churches  on  a  one-to-one  basis, 
facilitate  group  trainings,  provide  mate¬ 
rials  for  local  church  leaders  on  numer¬ 
ous  subjects,  facilitate  missions,  offer  a 
line  of  communication  through  the 
Louisiana  Now!  and  our  Conference  web 
site,  and  coordinate  Conference  events. 

The  administrative  area  includes  the 
work  of  the  Conference  Treasurer, 
Statistician,  Secretary,  and  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  Officer,  along  with 
Administrative  Support  Staff. 


District  offices  connect  bishop,  churches 


BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON 

The  District  Superintendent  is  the 
extension  of  the  Bishops  office  to  the 
local  church,  and  the  extension  of  the 
local  church  to  the  Bishop. 

Through  them  and  their  work,  the 
churches  of  the  Annual  Conference  are 
fully  supplied  with  pastors,  and  pastors 
are  given  fields  of  service  in  which  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  calling. 

The  Superintendents  also  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  lead¬ 
ership  of  each  District  they  serve  and  are 
to  give  pastoral  support  to  all  clergy  in 
their  District. 

They  are  to  lead  the  program  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  District  and  are  to  insure  the 
plans  are  carried  out. 


Each  District  also  has  a  District 
Missioner  assigned  to  it.  The  missioner 
is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
District  Superintendent  and  also  works 
to  resource  the  needs  of  local  churches. 
Missioners  also  play  a  key  role  in  the 
church  renewal  program  facilitated  by 
Church  Extension. 

The  third  person  in  each  District 
Office  is  the  District  Secretary,  the  vital 
link  from  the  local  church  to  the  District 
Superintendent  and  the  person  who 
assures  that  all  communication  is  clearly 
handled. 

Our  connection  to  one  another  would 
be  severely  hampered  without  the  work 
and  ministry  made  possible  through  the 
District  Office. 


Conference  Benevolences 

and  The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  Fund 

The  conference  Benevolence  and  Expense  Funds  support  14  areas  of  ministry 
and  expenses  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Among  them  are  Global  Ministries, 
Youth  Ministries,  Church  Extension,  Church  and  Society  Issues,  Peace  with 
Justice,  Discipleship,  and  Health  and  Human  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  Fund  supports  the  cooperative  work  of  approxi¬ 
mately  23  denominational  agencies  seeking  to  promote  unity,  mutual  under¬ 
standing,  and  an  avenue  for  concerted  Christian  Ministries. 

Through  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund,  we  enable  United 
Methodists  to  have  an  effective  presence  in  the  activities  of  ecumenical  organi¬ 
zations.  We  provide  the  United  Methodist  share  of  the  basic  budgets  of  those 
organizations,  which  relate  to  the  ecumenical  responsibilities  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  as  well  as  paying  for  the  travel  expenses  of  United  Methodist  represen¬ 
tatives  to  meetings  of  these  organizations.  An  African  child  whose  parents  died 
of  AIDS,  above,  benefits  from  funds  donated  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Money  Talks. ..and. ..Walks 


There  is  an  old  saying  “Money 
Talks.”  That  saying  usually  is  taken 
as  a  negative  statement,  meaning 
that  money  can  influence  people  to 
do  things  that  are  criminal,  or  at  the 
very  least,  inappropriate.  A  bribe  is 
one  way  of  “money  talking,”  thus  giv¬ 
ing  a  person  reason  to  lie  or  cheat  or 
steal.  We  all  know  that  money  is 
capable  of  being  used  for  the  wrong 
reasons.  “Money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil”  is  another  way  of  stating  the 
same  truth. 

But  money  can  likewise  be  used  to 
create  good  in  the  world.  Think  of  all 
of  the  great  causes  that  are  fueled  by 
money  -  philanthropic  foundations 
all  over  the  world  provide  money  for 
medical  advances,  for  feeding  the 
hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  meeting 
the  needs  of  persons  caught  in  crises 
such  as  hurricanes,  floods,  fires,  and 
all  manner  of  natural  and  human- 
made  catastrophes.  Money  is  like 
any  tool  -  it  can  be  used  in  a  positive 
or  a  negative  way. 

Money  can  talk.  Money  can  also 
grow  legs  and  walk  around,  creating 
good  for  those  who  are  touched. 

Your  money  can  cause  a  child  to  be 
hugged  and  loved  and  cured  of  a  dis¬ 
ease  through  the  medicine  and  the 
service  of  a  medical  missionary. 

A  person  can  be  given  a  new  lease  on 


life  through  the 
feeding  programs 
established  in  var¬ 
ious  countries. 
Persons  without 
homes  can  be 
housed  through 
building  projects 
like  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  God’s 
love  can  be  sown 
in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren,  women  and  children  in 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  Preaching 
and  Teaching  ministries. 

This  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!  gives 
a  glimpse  of  the  ministries  of  our 
Conference  and  our  United 
Methodist  Church.  These  ministries 
are  representative  of  the  countless 
ways  that  our  Church  is  making  a  dif¬ 
ference.  Most  all  of  these  “works  of 
love”  are  possible  due  to  the  funds 
that  are  given  in  the  offering  plates  of 
our  local  congregations.  We  have  in 
our  hands  the  potential  for  making  a 
difference  to  the  lives  and  spirits  of 
God’s  children  and  God’s  creation. 

Money  does  Talk  and  Walk.  What 
is  your  money  saying?  Where  is  it 
going? 

I  pray  that  you  will  support  the 
ministry  of  Christ  with  your 
resources,  be  they  small  or  large. 


Provost  Don  Cottrill 


Church  Extension,  from  page  1 


But  much  like  the  story  of  David  and 
Goliath,  the  faithful  of  North  Cross  UMC 
succeeded.  “Fourteen  families  gave  a 
collective  leadership  gift  of  $238,000  to 
get  the  ball  rolling.  Between  the  remain¬ 
ing  families  and  a  generous  gift  from  the 
1000  Club,  we  found  ourselves  where  we 
needed  to  be  with  pledges.  It  was  like 
the  story  of  the  fishes  and  the  loaves. 

Our  congregation  believed  in  the  impos¬ 
sible,”  said  Shea. 

The  groundbreaking  for  the  church 
building  was  held  in  August  of  2004,  and 
the  first  service  inside  the  new  facility  was 
held  Feb.  27,  2005.  “Our  first  Sunday  here 
drew  196  worshippers,  and  Easter  Sunday 
we  hosted  265  people.  We  are  already 
looking  ahead  to  expansion,”  said  Shea. 

The  story  of  North  Cross  UMC  is  just 
one  of  many  success  stories  for  the 
annual  conference  in  new  church  devel¬ 
opment.  Hope  Community  UMC,  a  new 
and  thriving  church  in  Baton  Rouge,  is 
serving  an  under  privileged  area  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city.  The  church  is 
using  the  facilities  of  Evangeline  UMC, 
which  closed  its  doors  several  years  ago. 

“We  started  out  slowly  with  a 
'Breakfast  and  Bible’  study,  then  moved 
into  preaching  and  teaching.  Hope 
Community  UMC  was  chartered  in 
2003,  our  second  year.  Amazingly,  we 
started  out  with  seven  people;  now, 
there  are  95  actively  attending  and  110 
members  on  the  roles,”  said  Rev.  Louis 
Jones,  pastor. 

“The  needs  of  the  community  we 
serve  are  great.  Our  focus  is  evangelism, 
which  we  accomplish,  in  part,  with  a 
strong  helping  ministry.  Hope 


Community  has  hosted  its  third  annual 
health  fair,  provides  regular  health 
screenings  with  a  registered  nurse,  offers 
after-school  tutoring  and  a  Saturday 
Academy  for  area  children.  We  are  called 
to  serve,  and  we  all  have  to  work  hard  to 
make  it  happen,”  said  Jones. 

He  hopes  to  find  funding  for  new 
computers  for  the  tutoring  program,  and 
would  eventually  love  to  have  a  church 
van.  “The  kids  in  this  area  don’t  have 
transportation,  and  we  could  do  so 
much  more  with  a  van.” 

North  Cross  and  Hope  Community 
United  Methodist  Churches  are  perfect 
examples  of  the  need  for  church  exten¬ 
sion.  Statistics  and  demographics  like 
Percept  help  the  board  as  they  strategize 
where  to  start  a  new  church.  The  appor¬ 
tionment  funds  help  in  the  identification 
of  new  church  sites  and  with  the  start-up 
costs  of  pastoral  and  programmatic 
expenses.  Funding  through  church  exten¬ 
sion  and  the  1000  Club  make  land  pur¬ 
chases  and  renovation  possible.  Programs 
like  churchanew.now  help  to  revitalize 
congregations  that  need  a  boost,  or  that 
have  disappeared  altogether. 

“The  connectional  link  between 
United  Methodist  churches  is  vital  in  the 
start  up  process.  When  we  needed  hym¬ 
nals,  a  plea  went  out  to  other  churches 
in  the  District.  We  finally  wound  up  with 
about  400  hymnals,  coming  from  60  dif¬ 
ferent  churches  in  the  Northshore 
District,  and  even  a  few  from  out  of 
state.  All  were  signed  and  many  had 
words  of  encouragement.  We  felt  sur¬ 
rounded  and  supported  by  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ,"  said  Flint  Shea. 
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Faith  and  Grace  UMCs  embody 
mission  of  Special  Ministries 


General,  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
funded  through  apportionments 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

“They  are  doing  something  special 
here,”  said  Brian  Hunter,  a  member  of 
both  Grace  and  Faith  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  Shreveport. 

Hunter,  along  with  dozens  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  both  churches,  has  been  a 
part  of  a  special  initiative  operating  out 
of  Faith  UMC  which  provides  needed 
services  and  outreach  to  an  underprivi¬ 
leged,  largely  African  American  area  of 
the  city.  Grace  UMC  has  a  predominant¬ 
ly  white  membership. 

Rev.  Willie  Jackson  is  the  pastor  of 
Faith  UMC;  Rev.  Rob  Weber  leads  the 
Grace  UMC  congregation.  “Willie  and 
Rob  came  together  as  brothers  to  make 
this  initiative  work,”  said  Hunter,  who  is 
the  mission  chairperson  for  Grace  UMC 
and  is  largely  responsible  for  the  Kitchen 
Angels  project  at  Faith  UMC. 

The  Kitchen  Angels  provide  a  free  hot 
meal  every  Wednesday  night,  which  is 
followed  by  a  worship  service.  “The 
meals  have  been  available  for  three 
years,  but  we  just  started  the  evening 
services.  Some  nights  are  just  awesome. 
It’s  hard  not  to  catch  the  spirit.  When 
you  get  to  know  the  people,  see  them 
through  Jesus’  eyes,  your  heart  starts  to 
break,"  said  Hunter.  The  meals  and  serv¬ 
ices  average  50-150  people  on  a  weekly 
basis. 

The  initiative  between  Faith  and 
Grace  UMCs  is  one  of  several  Shalom 
Zones  in  the  La.  Annual  Conference. 
Shalom  Zones  are  an  initiative  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  that 
started  in  1992  after  the  riots  in  Los 
Angeles,  which  were  so  destructive  to 
poor,  inner-city  neighborhoods.  Shalom 
Zones  are  also  a  part  of  the  Special 
Ministries  of  the  Conference. 

In  addition  to  the  meals  and  services 
on  Wednesday  night,  free  tutoring  and  a 
clothes  closet  have  been  offered  to  area 
residents  for  over  10  years.  “Church  vol¬ 
unteers  provide  tutoring  services  every 
afternoon  from  4-5  p.m.  We  average  20 
kids  daily,”  said  Rev.  Willie  Jackson. 

An  important  addition  to  the  services 
at  Faith  UMC  is  a  free  community  health 
clinic.  Terry  Strain,  a  member  of  Grace 
and  Faith  congregations  and  a  physi¬ 
cian’s  assistant,  said,  “Faith  UMC  had 
been  praying  for  a  free  clinic  for  some 
time.  There  were  state  regulations  to 
contend  with.  We  filed  for  a  501 C3. 
Sunday  School  classrooms  were  turned 
into  screening  rooms.  And  finally,  the 
dream  became  a  reality.” 

Every  week  from  Monday-Friday, 
medical  volunteers  offer  referrals,  coun¬ 
seling  and  screenings.  A  women’s  clinic 
is  also  offered  on  Mondays  from  1-4  p.m. 
“As  specialists  offer  their  services,  we  can 
expand  our  services,”  said  Strain,  who 
played  key  role  in  starting  the  clinic. 

The  clinic  puts  an  emphasis  on  well¬ 
ness  and  intervention,  said  Kevin 
Slusher,  volunteer  clinic  administrator. 
Slusher  became  involved  with  the 
Faith/Grace  initiative  when  he  met  Brian 
Hunter  through  a  Bible  study  at  Grace 
UMC.  “Brian  kept  telling  us  about  the 
situation  at  Faith  UMC  and  the  needs  of 
the  surrounding  community.  I  started 


Chanel  Alexander  and  Brian  Hunter  serve 
in  the  Kitchen  Angels  program,  a  joint 
ministry  of  Faith  and  Grace  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Shreveport. 

out  as  a  tutor,  but  anyone  who  comes  to 
Faith  for  one  ministry  winds  up  partici¬ 
pating  in  them  all.” 

Slusher,  who  is  a  medical  administra¬ 
tor  by  profession,  relishes  the  position  of 
administrator  for  the  free  clinic.  “We 
were  fortunate  to  receive  a  gift  of 
$50,000  for  the  clinic.  Northwest 
Interfaith  Pharmacy  is  working  with  us 
to  begin  providing  medicine  to  those 
who  can’t  afford  it,”  he  said. 

Shannon  Wyche,  district  missioner 
for  Shreveport,  says  she  has  been 
blessed  to  watch  this  project  blossom 
and  to  see  the  relationships  that  have 
been  forged  between  the  two  congrega¬ 
tions.  “This  is  a  group  of  people  who  lis¬ 
ten  to  God’s  direction.  They  are  open  to 
the  Spirit,  and  are  committed  to  doing 
everything  on  God’s  timeline,”  she  said. 

An  outgrowth  of  the  ministry  is  the 
formation  of  a  group  known  as 
“Common  Ground.”  The  group  facilitat¬ 
ed  the  purchase  of  property  and  two 
houses  located  directly  across  from  Faith 
UMC.  One  of  the  houses  is  occupied  by 
a  couple  with  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Joe  Barfield,  resident  of  the  house, 
is  the  caretaker  of  a  community  garden 
which  has  been  planted  on  the  property. 
He  tills  the  land,  but  anyone  in  the 
neighborhood  can  plant  their  own  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  garden.  The  only  rule  is  that 
folks  must  share  the  harvest,  and  an 
abundance  of  prolific  plants  like  greens 
and  zucchini  are  given  away  to  anyone 
in  need.  Many  hands  come  together  to 
make  the  community  garden  a  tremen¬ 
dous  success.  Often,  the  participants  are 
those  who  are  unchurched,  but  are  will¬ 
ing  to  volunteer.  Chanel  Alexander,  a 
neighborhood  resident,  began  to  visit 
Faith  UMC  when  her  middle  school 
aged  daughter  started  the  tutoring  pro¬ 
gram.  She  now  serves  as  kitchen  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Kitchen  Angels  program. 

“I  believe  that  this  important  project 
allows  believers  to  do  the  kind  of  work 
God  wants.  It  allows  Christians  to  come 
together,  serving  cross-racially  to  truly 
exemplify  the  body  of  Christ.  Through 
all  of  this,  others  see  love  in  action,”  said 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson. 

Rev.  Rob  Weber  commented,  “This 
initiative  has  given  our  congregation  an 
opportunity  to  be  stretched  by  experi¬ 
encing  painful  realities  that  our  brothers 
and  sisters  share.  This  effort  has  let  us 
serve  and  learn  from  those  we  serve.” 


Through  the  General  Administration 
Fund,  United  Methodists  implement  a 
trustworthy  system  of  administrative 
oversight  and  fiscal  accountability. 

We  underwrite  the  legislative  work  of 
General  Conference,  fund  the  work  of 
the  Judicial  Council  to  adjudicate  ques¬ 
tions  of  church  law,  maintain  United 
Methodism’s  official  documents  and  his¬ 
torical  artifacts,  and  designate  historical 


An  important  source  of  information 
and  tools  provided  to  local  churches 
through  your  apportionment  dollars  is 
the  Conference  Resource  Center,  housed 
in  the  Area  Offices  in  Baton  Rouge. 

An  example  of  one  of  the  newest 
resources  available  for  local  church  use 
is  “God,  Why?:  Teachings  from  the 
Tsunamis ,’’  developed  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

This  two-session  small  group  study 
DVD/CD  and  collection  of  resources  is 
designed  to  help  Christians  better 
understand  God’s  activity  in  the  midst  of 
natural  disasters. 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  DVD,  the 
CD  will  contain: 

-  Short  video  stories  filled  with  hope 
amid  tragedy. 

-  A  powerful  music  PowerPoint® 
presentation  filled  with  images  from 
South  Asia. 


shrines,  landmarks  and  sites. 

The  Jurisdictional  Administration 
Fund  makes  possible  strategic  program¬ 
ming,  a  trend  continued  toward  net¬ 
working  as  the  Jurisdiction’s  primary 
service.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  quadrennium  the  Jurisdiction  had 
18  functioning  networks.  It  pays  for  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  which  elects 
and  assigned  the  Bishops  of  our  church. 

fund  Resource  Center 

-  More  than  80  free-to-use  images  of 
the  loss  in  south  Asia. 

-A  collection  of  feature  news  stories 
for  use  in  your  church. 

-  Bulletin  inserts  to  help  raise  aware¬ 
ness  and  funds  for  United  Methodist 
relief  efforts.  And  more! 

Product  includes: 

-1  DVD 

-  1  CD  of  additional  materials 

-  Ready-to-print  study  guide  on  CD 

-  Item  Number:  DVD003  -  2005 
United  Methodist  Communications 

To  check  out  this  and  any  other 
resource,  contact  Shirlene  Spears,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Resource  Center,  at 
shirlens@bellsouth.net  or  call  (225)  346- 
1646. 

A  complete  catalogue  of  all  resources 
available  from  the  center  can  be  found 
on  the  Conference  website  at 
http://www.la-umc.org/catalogue.htm. 


Apportionment  dollars  support  Ministerial  Education 

Through  the  Ministerial  Education  pastors  and  bishops;  and  equip  the 
Fund,  we  enable  our  churches  to  unify  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  meet 

and  expand  financial  support  for  the  the  increased  needs  of  people  in  the 
recruitment  and  education  of  our  future  ministry. 


Apportionment  dollars 


Youth  Ministry 

The  La.  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  gives  United  Methodist  youth  a 
chance  to  serve  God  as  they  serve  other  youth  and  the  church  at  large.  Providing 
a  safe  haven  for  youth  as  they  grow  and  develop  in  their  faith.  Conference  youth 
participate  in  Junior  High  retreats.  Senior  High  retreats.  Fall  Convocation,  and 
DCYM  training.  Youth  representatives  also  share  in  the  unique  experience  of 
attending  Annual  Conference  as  voting  members.  Stewardship  is  encouraged 
through  donations  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  Faith,  fun  and  fellowship  are  the 
cornerstones  of  Conference  Youth  Ministry. 
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Hispanic  Ministry 

The  Hispanic  Ministry  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  continues  to  grow  at 
El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenner,  some  15  years  after  its  inception. 
The  need  for  this  type  of  outreach  is  getting  stronger  as  the  Hispanic  population 
of  the  state  grows.  In  addition  to  worship  at  El  Mesias,  the  Hispanic  ministry 
includes  radio  broadcasts  every  Monday  and  Saturday  on  local  Spanish  radio  sta¬ 
tions  reaching  more  than  1 0,000  listeners  in  southern  Louisiana  and  neighboring 
states.  Since  2000,  adult  education  classes  in  ESL  (English  as  a  Second  Language), 
GED  (offered  in  Spanish)  and  Spanish  classes  for  people  who  want  to  volunteer  in 
the  Hispanic  community  have  benefited  hundreds  of  people.  Future  plans  for 
Hispanic  Ministries  include  establishing  a  community  center  to  serve  the  popula¬ 
tion  on  issues  such  as  health,  immigration,  family  counseling,  and  expanding  cur¬ 
rent  educational  and  tutoring  programs. 


Sustaining  Pastoral  Excellence  (and  Laity,  too!) 

Sustaining  Pastoral  Excellence  is  an  intentional  ministry  of  the  La.  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  raise  up  spiritual  leaders,  both  clergy  and  laity, 
who  are  equipped  and  empowered  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Under  this 
expansive  umbrella  United  Methodists  will  find  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership,  a  four  -retreat  process  for  clergy  or  laity;  Into  the  Stillness,  a  silent 
retreat  at  St.  Joseph  Abbey  in  Covington;  Spiritual  Direction  training; The 
Discerners  Academy  for  those  exploring  their  call  to  ministry;  SoulJourney  One,  a 
retreat  designed  for  clergy  focusing  on  the  formation  of  healthy  congregations; 
and  SoulJourney  Two,  a  four  part  retreat  required  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  all  ministers  following  the  completion  of  seminary. 

For  more  information  about  these  programs,  please  contact  Linda  Gregg  at  (225) 
346-1646  or  e-mail  her  at  lgregg3@bellsouth.net. 


The  Conference  Center 

"People  everywhere  are  the  church,  not  just  those  of  us  in  United  Methodism  or 
other  denominations,"  said  Richard  Bushnell,  executive  director  for  the  La. 
Conference  Center. The  Center,  which  is  eight  years  old,  reaches  deeply  into  civic 
and  business  communities.  Aside  from  the  host  of  regular  meetings  and  retreats 
for  groups  within  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Center  has  hosted  groups  like 
Rapides  Regional  Medical  Center,  the  La.  Women's  Caucus,  and  the  La.  State 
Paralegal  Association.  Centrally  located  for  conference-wide  meetings,  members 
of  United  Methodist  Women,  United  Methodist  Men,  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  La.,  the  Cabinet  and  all  boards  and  agencies  are  frequently  spotted 
doing  the  work  of  the  Conference  in  a  comfortable,  relaxed  and  spiritual  atmos¬ 
phere.  The  Center  recently  held  a  "note  burning"  in  celebration  of  making  the  final 
payments  on  initial  construction.  The  popular  facility  will  continue  to  grow  in  the 
future,  with  plans  for  an  all-purpose  pavilion  and  a  third  lodge  next  in  line. 
Pictured,  above,  are  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Conference  Center  and  Bishop 
Hutchinson  addressing  the  crowd  of  more  than  1 50  guests  at  the  note  burning 
ceremony. 


World  Service  Fund  receives  apportionment  dollars 


The  World  Service  Fund  is  the  heart 
of  our  denomination-wide  ministry, 
underwriting  Christian  mission  and 
ministry  around  the  world.  The  fund 
strengthens  our  evangelism  efforts, 
stimulates  church  growth,  expands  Bible 


studies  and  enriches  spiritual  commit¬ 
ment.  By  giving  to  World  Service,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  helps 
God  s  children  everywhere  shape  the 
lives  of  tomorrow's  leaders  and  proclaim 
our  Christian  faith. 


Apportionments  provide  professional,  pastoral  leadership 


Important  areas  of  funding  that  sup¬ 
port  the  clergy  of  the  La.  Conference 
include  the  Conference  Pension  Fund,  the 
District  Superintendent  Fund,  the 
Episcopal  Fund  and  the  Pastoral  Care 
Fund.  The  funds  cover  salaries,  travel,  {ten¬ 
sions,  health  insurance,  housing  and  con¬ 


tinuing  education  for  those  who  are  lead¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  congregations  in 
our  Conference.  The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness,  the  Discemer’s  Academy 
and  Clergy  Renewal  help  to  assure  that  we 
will  have  qualified,  spiritually  grounded 
clergy  for  generations  to  come. 
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LAVIM  -  Takin'  It  to  the  Streets 


Rev.  Karlene  Crawford,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  near  Clinton, 
joins  fellow  volunteers  as  ramp  construction  began  April  22-23  at  the  first  of  two 
spring  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  "Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"  events.  Projects  like 
"Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"  are  only  one  aspect  of  LAVIM,  which  provides  meaningful 
volunteer  opportunities  to  United  Methodists  through  apportionment  dollars. 
LAVIM  also  coordinates  medical  and  construction  teams,  family  missions,  youth 
missions,  Wesley  Foundation  teams.  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  disaster  response, 
education  teams  and  youth  camps.  For  the  first  "Takin'  It  to  the  Streets"  this  year, 
area  churches  joined  the  effort  to  build  ramps  for  the  disabled  at  the  mission 
event  hosted  by  Clinton  UMC.  Volunteers  from  Clinton,  Clear  Creek,  Mt.Zion,  Mt. 
Carmel,  Baker  First  and  Bethel  UMCs  and  Christian  Bible  Fellowship  in  Clinton 
built  new  "bridges  to  the  community"  for  those  homebound  by  wheelchairs  and 
walkers.  The  second  spring  "Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"  will  be  hosted  by  First  UMC, 
Pineville,  May  13-15.  For  more  information  regarding  "Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"  or 
LAVIM,  call  Director  Larry  Norman  at  (225)  346-1646. 


Ministries  in  Higher  Education 

A  group  of  students  with  the  Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation  recently 
served  on  a  Louisiana  Volunteer  in  Mission  team  to  Dulac  Community  Center. 

The  center,  and  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  primarily  ministers  to 
an  underserved  population  of  Native  Americans.This  event  is  only  one  of  the 
many  important  activities  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  every  Wesley  Foundation 
in  the  La.  Annual  Conference.  Wesley  Foundation  campus  ministries  are  also 
thriving  at  Centenary,  Grambling,  LSU/Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  Tech,  McNeese, 
Northwestern,  Southeastern, Tulane,  University  of  La.  at  Lafayette  and  University 
of  La.  at  Monroe.  Wesley  Foundations  are  largely  supported  through  apportion¬ 
ment  dollars. 

The  Black  College  Fund  helps  institutions  maintain  solid,  challenging  academic 
programs,  strong  faculties  and  well-equipped  buildings.These  funds  help  create 
vibrant,  spiritual  environments  that  encourage  pride  and  self-esteem  in  the 
accomplishments  of  African-Americans.  Apportionment  dollars  also  support  the 
Africa  University  Fund,  Centenary  College  and  Dillard  University,  both  United 
Methodist  institutions  of  higher  learning. 


Institutions  Related  to  the  Conference 

Residents  of  the  La.  Methodist  Children's  Home  attend  Geometry  class  in 
the  Howard  Educational  Center,  located  on  the  home's  Ruston  campus.The 
residential  treatment  facility,  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  children  at  risk,  is 
fully  equipped  to  meet  the  physical,  educational  and  spiritual  needs  of  its  96  res¬ 
idents.  One  of  the  institutions  related  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  the  home 
benefits  from  special  offerings  and  gifts.  Dulac  Community  Center,  Lafon  Nursing 
Home  in  New  Orleans, The  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  in 
Baldwin  and  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  in  Baton  Rouge  are  just  a  few 
examples  of  the  important  institutions  that  provide  critical  services  to  children, 
the  elderly,  the  needy  and  those  in  crisis.  All  benefit  from  your  gifts  collected  at 
special  offerings. 


Vietnamese  Ministry 

An  enthusiastic,  smiling  group  of  40  children  crosses  the  parking  lot  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  as  they  head  for  an  hour  of 
Vietnamese  language  instruction.  For  these  children  it  is  a  chance  to  learn  the 
language  that  is  second  nature  to  their  parents.  Every  summer  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Vietnamese  ministry  conducts  these  classes  in  Baton  Rouge 
with  the  support  of  the  La.  Conference  Ministry  Team,  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Asian-American  Language 
Ministries.  Rev.  Amy  Mercer  serves  as  Broadmoor  UMC's  liaison  for  the  ministry. 
"As  a  result  of  this  year's  mission  to  Baton  Rouge,  which  included  programs  in 
the  summer  and  at  Christmas,  ESL  (English  as  a  Second  Language)  classes  have 
been  added  to  our  ministries.  We  have  expanded  this  ministry  to  include  citizen¬ 
ship  classes  and  conversational  English,"  she  said.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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Peace  with  Justice  Special  Offering 


Sunday,  May  22,  United  Methodists  have  an  opportunity  to  give  to  the  Peace 
with  Justice  special  offering.  Funds  received  through  this  collection  support 
prison  ministries,  racial  dialogue,  and  other  worthy  projects  such  as  the  Summer 
Leadership  Institute. This  institute  selects  eight  outstanding  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  from  various  churches  in  the  New  Orleans  area  to  come  together  for  six 
weeks  every  summer.  The  leadership-training  course  offers  participants  exposure 
to  various  faiths  and  cultures,  a  time  of  spiritual  renewal  and  service,  and  a  sum¬ 
mer  paid  internship.  The  future  leaders  participate  in  brainstorming  sessions, 
perform  their  own  service  to  the  community,  and  visit  various  local  ministries 
and  churches.  They  are  also  given  talks  by  local  leaders  and  people  on  the  front 
lines  of  ministry  in  the  New  Orleans  inner  city.  Please  give  generously  to  the 
Peace  with  Justice  offering  on  May  22  in  support  of  these  important  programs. 


Four  special  offerings 

Four  special  offerings  benefiting  five 
different  causes  will  be  collected  during 
worship  services  at  die  2005  La.  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport,  June  5-8. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief’s  ministry  to  the  impoverished  in 
Sudan,  Africa  and  La.  Annual 
Conference  Hispanic  Ministries  will  be 
the  co-recipients  of  the  special  offering 
made  at  the  traditional  Camp  Meeting, 
slated  for  Monday  night  at  Jones  Rice 
Field. 

Gwen  Redding,  director  of  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown,  recendy  termed  the  devas¬ 
tation  and  poverty  in  the  Sudan  as  the 
worst  disaster  in  our  world’s  history. 
‘‘Millions  of  children  are  being  orphaned 
by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  They  are  living  in 
camps,  with  children  trying  to  raise  their 
younger  siblings,”  she  stated  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  describe  the  dire  conditions. 

UMCOR  now  has  official  license  to 
enter  these  desperate  areas  to  offer  aid 
and  resources  to  the  needy.  “After  fight¬ 
ing  so  much  red  tape,  we  can  finally  get 
in  there  and  make  a  difference,”  said 
Redding. 

Hispanic  Ministries,  based  out  of  El 
Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kenner,  continues  to  grow  almost  16 
years  after  its  inception.  Weekly  worship 
in  Spanish,  radio  broadcasts  on  a  local 
Spanish  radio  station,  GED  classes,  com¬ 
munity  programs,  a  thriving  youth  min¬ 
istry  and  active  Sunday  School  classes 
and  church  groups  are  just  a  small 
measure  of  the  importance  of  this 


set  for  conference 

unique  ministry  to  an  ever  growing  pop¬ 
ulation. 

"We  keep  expanding  our  outreach, 
but  we  could  do  so  much  more  with 
additional  resources,”  said  Rev.  Sam 
Calvo,  pastor  of  El  Mesias  UMC. 

The  Russia  United  Methodist 
Theological  Seminary  will  be  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  offering  received  during  the 
Ordination/Commissioning  Service  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  First  UMC.  “The 
seminary  is  currently  in  an  emergency 
situation.  Only  weeks  after  I  had  been 
elected  the  new  bishop,  I  learned  that 
the  seminary  renovation  project  had 
$120,000  in  unpaid  bills,”  said  Bishop 
Haus  Vaxby,  Episcopal  leader  of  the 
Eurasia  Area.  Vaxby  urges  all  United 
Methodists  to  help  support  the  church’s 
mission  and  ministry  in  Russia  through 
their  gifts  to  the  seminary. 

A  special  collection  for  the  "Heavenly 
Bed”  initiative  at  Mount  Sequoyah  will 
be  taken  during  the  Memorial  Service 
slated  for  Sunday  evening  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Mount 
Sequoyah  is  a  historic  United  Methodist 
retreat  center  for  clergy  and  laity  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  has  served  an  eight- 
state  area  for  83  years. 

The  campaign  seeks  to  purchase  new 
mattresses  and  bedding  for  100  beds  at 
the  center. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  been 
asked  to  participate  as  part  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  in  helping  this  proj¬ 
ect  become  a  reality. 


Did  you 

Pentecost  comes  50  days  after  Easter. 

It  is  considered  to  be  the  birthday  of  the 
church.  Jesus’  disciples  were  together  in 
one  place  and  they  felt  strong  enough 
and  ready  to  carry  on  the  work  started 
by  Jesus.  Today  Pentecost  reminds  us  of 
the  presence  of  God  in  our  lives  and  how 
we  are  to  carry  on  the  same  work  of 
ministry. 

Read  from  Acts  2:1-13.  Wind  and 
tongues  as  of  fire  remind  us  of  that  first 
Pentecost.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  that  part  of 
God  which  fills  us  with  the  strength  to 


know...? 

grow  as  Christians  and  serve  as  disci¬ 
ples. 

Red  is  the  color  used  at  Pentecost.  It 
serves  as  a  great  reminder  of  the  tongues 
as  of  fire  referred  to  in  the  book  of  Acts. 
Fire  or  a  picture  of  flames  is  often  cho¬ 
sen  as  the  symbol  for  Pentecost. 

Does  your  church  have  special  ways 
of  observing  Pentecost?  Add  a  new  tra¬ 
dition  this  year. 

Editor’s  Note:  This  article  is  provided 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  office  of 
Christian  Education. 


Ecumenical  breakfast 

The  Ecumenical  Breakfast  at  annu¬ 
al  conference  will  be  on  Wednesday, 
June  8  at  7  a.m.  in  the  South  Dining 
Hall  on  the  Centenary  campus.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  The  Right  Reverend  D. 
Bruce  MacPherson,  Episcopal  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  Western  Louisiana. 

Cost  of  the  breakfast  will  be  $10. 


June  8  in  Shreveport 

It  is  essential  that  reservations  be 
made  10  days  in  advance  of  annual 
conference  so  that  the  caterer  will 
have  time  to  order  food. 

Please  phone  your  reservation  to 
Judy  Bazer  at  (318)  797-8608  and 
leave  a  voice  message,  or  send  by  e- 
mail  to  jbazer@irmersoft.net. 


Annual  Conference  2005  Meals  -  Update 


Time  change: 

4:00  p.m.-  6:00  p.m. 

Additions: 

5:00  p.m. 

5:00  p.m. 

5:00  p.m. 


Come  and  See  Dinner 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 
Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 


Grace  Community 

Pete  Harris  Cafe 

Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport 

First  UMC, 
Shreveport 


La.  United  Methodist  Clergy  Open  Golf  Tournament 

Date:  Tuesday,  May  31,  2005  Time:  12  noon  Putting  Contest,  12:30  p.m.  Shotgun  Start 
Calvert  Crossing  Golf  Club,  Calhoun,  La. 

$65  —  Clergy  under  appointment,  members  of  their  ministerial  staff,  and  retired  clergy. 
$100  —  Lay  sponsors 

Registration  deadline:  May  24th!  Registration  Fee  includes:  Green  Fee  &  Cart! 

18  holes  of  great  golf  with  the  “most  fun”  clergy  golfers  in  the  state! 

To  register:  Phone  (337)  855-6241;  Fax  (337)  855-6249;  E-mail:  dannygleason@bellsouth.net 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ 

Telephone _ _ _ _ _ 

Church _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  (Circle  one) 

$15  (One  year) 

$25  (Two  years) 


Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Africa  University  choir  to  perform  June  7 


A  choir  from  Africa  University  in 
Zimbabwe  will  provide  special  music 
just  prior  to  the  June  7  Ordination/ 
Commissioning  service  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  choir  will  also  sing  at  annual 
conference  on  Wednesday  morning  in 
the  Gold  Dome  prior  to  a  vote  to 
authorize  permission  for  a  three-year 
campaign  that  benefits  Africa 
University. 

Lee  Cooke,  choir  director  for 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette,  has  coordinated  the  music 
for  the  2005  La.  Annual  Conference, 
and  is  recruiting  volunteers  for  a  con¬ 
ference  choir  which  will  perform  at 
the  Ordination/  Commissioning  serv- 
ice.Cooke  will  direct  the  choir. 

“I’m  sending  music  to  the  District 
Superintendents  to  distribute,  but 
we’ll  accept  anyone  who  can  come 
sing.  The  conference  choir  will  meet  at 
5:30  p.m.  on  the  Tuesday  night  of 
Ordination  in  the  sanctuary  of  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport.  We’ll  provide  a 
snack  supper  during  the  practice,” 
said  Cooke. 

The  Memorial  Service,  also  to  be 


held  at  First  UMC,  is  slated  for  Sunday 
night  and  will  be  a  traditional  service. 
Dr.  Will  Andress,  director  for  the 
Centenary  Choir,  will  lead  First  UMC’s 
choir. 

Monday  night  June  6  will  feature  a 
camp  meeting  with  lots  of  traditional 
music.  Participants  will  sing  along  to 
old  hymns  that  reflect  the  concept  of 
Prevenient  Grace,  this  year’s  annual 
conference  theme,  and  our  Wesleyan 
heritage.  Leading  the  music  will  be 
Cooke,  Byron  Putnam  and  family, 
DeAndre  Johnson  and  Rev.  Tom  Logan. 

“Music  for  Tuesday  night’s 
Ordination  will  include  “Lift  High  the 
Cross,”  “The  Summons,”  “Beneath  the 
Cross  of  Jesus,”  and  “Love  Divine,  All 
Loves  Excelling,”  said  Cooke. 

Other  musical  highlights  include: 
Monday  morning  processional,  led  by 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson;  Tuesday  morning 
with  Clay  Eaves  and  afternoon  with 
Faith /Fairfield  United  Methodist 
Churches;  a  Tuesday  afternoon  per¬ 
formance  by  Kay  Hutchinson;  and 
performances  by  Luke  Fleming,  violist, 
and  Corey  Hill,  soloist,  at  the  Sending 
Forth  service  on  Wednesday. 


Mothers  love  us 


Even  when  we  are  most 

un-lovable . 

Help  us  “Mother”  the  Children 
God  has  sent  our  way 

If  you  did  not  have  a  chance  to  give 
To  the  Mother’s  Day  Church  Offering 
for  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Ruston 

You  can  still  give  by  placing  your  gift  in  the  collection  plate  this  Sunday,  or  by 
sending  your  gift  directly  to: 

La.  Methodist  Children's  Home,  Attn:  Mother’s  Day, 

R  O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273 


* 


Lafon  set  for  Jazzy  Night 

The  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  will 
host  its  annual  Jazzy  Night  in  June  bene¬ 
fit  Friday,  June  3  from  8-11  p.m.  with  a 
patron  reception  at  7  p.m. 

The  William  Houston  Jr.  Orchestra 
will  perform  at  the  black  tie  event  at  the 
Astor  Crowne  Plaza  on  the  comer  of 
Bourbon  and  Canal  in  New  Orleans. 

For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  Ted  Jones  at  (504)  288-2314. 

Stewart  to  speak  at 
Methodist  Men  lunch 

Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  luncheon,  slated  for 
Tuesday,  June  7  at  12  noon  in  the 
Centenary  Room  during  this  year’s 
annual  conference  in  Shreveport. 

In  1994,  President  Bill  Clinton 
appointed  Judge  Stewart  to  be 
Louisiana’s  first  African-American 
United  States  circuit  judge  —  a  position 
only  one  step  below  a  United  States 
Supreme  Court  Justice. 

Stewart  cites  Luke  12:48  as  a  personal 
inspiration  as  he  continues  to  serve  oth¬ 
ers.  A  lifelong  United  Methodist, 

Stewart,  55,  is  a  member  of  St.  James 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  where  he 
teaches  adult  Sunday  school  class  and 
serves  on  six  committees.  The  father  of 
three  also  attends  the  same  church  as 
his  father. 

He  has  served  eight  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
is  serving  his  second  four-year  term  as  a 
member  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men. 

The  luncheon  is  free,  but  limited  to 
the  first  60  reservations. 

To  reserve  a  spot,  contact  Joe  Kelly  at 
(225) 721-0423. 


Bequests  can  be  a  major 
source  of  financial 
support  for  your  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Your  gift  can  help  ensure  your 
church’s  continued  strength 
and  ministry.  As  you  create 
or  revise  your  estate  plan, 
please  take  a  moment  to 
remember  the  many  gifts 
your  United  Methodist 
Church  has  given  you. 

Call  us  to  find  out  how  you 
can  leave  a  legacy  for 
the  future  of  your  a 
church  and  its 
ministries. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535  ■  800.256.9317 

www.umf.org 


Mark  your  calendars! 

2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 

June  5-8 

Registration  begins 
5  p.m.on  June  5. 

Session  ends 
3  p.m.on  June  8. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  online 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2005  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the 
Conference  web  site  at  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  check  with  your  District  Office  to 
obtain  a  copy. 

On  the  Journey  /2 


In  Paul's  Footsteps  /4 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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First  UMC,  Shreveport,  to  host  Annual  Conference  registration 


Registration  for  the  2005  La.  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  will  be  held 
Sunday,  June  5  from  5-6:45  p.m.  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bain  Hall. 

"This  last  minute  reminder  to  folks  is 
given  because  registration  has  historical¬ 
ly  been  held  initially  at  the  Gold  Dome 
on  Centenary's  Campus.  This  year,  with 
the  change  in  agenda,  registration  will 
be  held  at  First  UMC  in  Shreveport  on 


Sunday  evening.  For  those  who  miss  the 
opportunity  to  register  Sunday  evening, 
registration  will  re-open  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome,"  said 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

The  annual  Memorial  Service  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC  at  7  p.m.,  immediately 
following  registration. 

Directions  to  First  UMC,  Shreveport 
are  provided  here: 


Traveling  East  on  1-20 

Exit  1-20  to  the  right  taking  the  Line 
Avenue/Common  Street  Exit.  You  will 
curve  to  the  left  traveling  under  1-20  to 
Common  Street.  Travel  north  on 
Common  Street.  (You  will  see  the  steeple 
of  FUMC.)  The  church  is  located  about 
4  blocks  on  the  left. 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 


HOPE  Ministries 
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Capital  Area  United  Way  CEO  Ken  Hinrichs  presents  the  Community  Partnership 
Award  to  Renee  Craft,  executive  director  of  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  at  a 
recent  board  meeting,  above. Top,  Baton  Rouge  television  reporter  Donna  Britt  inter¬ 
views  HOPE  Ministries  volunteer  Patty  Mason,  who  was  honored  by  WAFB-TV  for  out¬ 
standing  service  in  the  community. 


United  Way  honors 
UM  agency's  work 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Citing  its  inno¬ 
vation  in  client  service  and  stellar 
campaign  growth,  United  Methodist 
HOPE  Ministries  was  presented  the 
2004  Community  Partnership  Award 
by  the  Capital  Area  United  Way  at  its 
annual  meeting  held  recently.  Ken 
Henrichs,  Capital  Area  United  Way 
CEO,  made  a  special  appearance  at 
a  recent  HOPE  Ministries  board 
meeting  to  present  the  award  to 
Renee  Craft,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  agency. 

The  Community  Partnership 
Award  is  the  highest  recognition 
Capital  Area  United  Way  bestows  on 
a  member  agency  and  it  went  to 
United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries 
for  its  introduction  of  a  new  Client 
Choice  Food  Pantry  into  North 
Baton  Rouge.  The  client  choice 
model  actually  invites  clients  inside 
a  grocery-store  setting  to  shop  for 
their  own  food  rather  than  distribute 
it  the  traditional  way  via  a  box  of 
pre-selected  food.  The  client  choice 
model  also  empowers  clients  to 
make  sound  nutritional  decisions 
and  ensures  less  waste  of  food. 

United  Methodist  HOPE 
Ministries  partnered  with  another 
CAUW  member  agency,  the  Greater 
Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank,  and  with 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Baton  Rouge  to 
research  and  implement  the  Client 
Choice  Food  Pantry. 

“We're  really  impressed  with  the 
strides  made  by  United  Methodist 
HOPE  Ministries,  not  only  with  their 
employee  contributions  to  the 
United  Way  campaign  and  their  cre¬ 
ative  approach  to  nourishing  the 
hungry,  but  also  because  this  agency 
actually  works  in  the  community  it 
serves,"  said  Ken  Hinrichs,  Capital 

See  HOPE  Ministries,  page  5 
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Surrendered  Credentials 


La.  tsunami  giving  passes  $350  K 


I  walked  into  my  office  this  past 
week  to  see  one  of  the  saddest  and 
most  heart -wrenching  scenes  I  have 
experienced  recendy.  There  on  the 
desk  were  the  ministerial  credentials  of 
one  of  our  Louisiana  clergy.  They  were 
still  in  the  frames  in  which  they  were 
placed  with  pride  and  joy  at  some 
point  and  in  which  they  hung  on  the 
wall  of  the  pastor  for  many  years.  The 
signatures  of  the  two  bishops  who  had 
ordained  our  colleague  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  fade  with  time,  but  clearly  legi¬ 
ble.  I  know  Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovem 
and  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  had 
signed  both  the  ordination  as  Deacon 
and  the  ordination  as  Elder  with  hope 
for  the  future  and  confidence  in  this 
pastor's  ability  to  serve  effectively  the 
church  of  the  living  God.  But  now  the 
credentials  were  in  my  office,  voluntar¬ 
ily  surrendered,  not  requested  by  me 
or  any  other  bishop. 

The  pastor  simply  had  grown  weary 
in  the  batde  that  was  internal  to  him  of 
reconciling  some  of  his  personal 
beliefs  with  those  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  crowning  blow  in  this  strug¬ 
gle  had  been  the  2004  General 
Conference  held  in  Pittsburgh  and  the 
continued  position  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  regarding  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  “self  avowed  and  practicing” 
homosexual  persons.  It  was  stated  that 
the  pastor  could  no  longer  uphold  this 
position  and  was  going  to  have  to 
begin  service  in  another  denomination 
that  had  a  more  lenient  view  on  this 
subject. 

My  heart  is  grieved  at  this  loss  from 
our  denominational  fold.  This  pastor 
has  done  excellent  ministry  ever  since 
these  ordinations  were  bestowed. 
Excellent  ministry  will  be  done  in  the 
new  setting  in  which  the  pastor  is  now 
situated.  But  we  as  a  denomination 
have  suffered  a  loss. 

There  is  so  much  hurt  and  disillu¬ 
sion  and  disappointment  surfacing  in 
the  church.  It  raises  great  concern  in 
my  soul.  With  each  appointive  cabinet 
meeting  I  hear  more  stories  of  church 
members  who  have  been  verbally  and 
spiritually  abused  by  their  pastor. 

I  hear  increasing  numbers  of  stories  of 
pastors  who  have  been  mentally  and 
emotionally  depleted  by  the  demean¬ 
ing  attitude  and  unreasonable 
demands  of  the  laity  they  serve.  I  hear 
of  how  one  group  of  laity  has  sided 
against  another  group  of  laity  in  the 
same  church  and  are  using  pastors  as 
pawns  for  theological  and  ideological 
disagreements  within  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  I  read  how  laymen  and  lay- 
women  are  leaving  their  church  for 
reasons  that  they  cannot  reconcile 
their  personal  spiritual  understanding 
of  community  life  with  the  pervasive 
air  of  squabble  and  disagreement  that 
exists  in  the  church. 


I  am  concerned 
for  the  health  of 
our  churches. 
Certainly  we  have 
many  who  are 
blessed  with  a 
sense  of  unity  of 
purpose  and  a 
committed  spirit 
for  the  fulfillment 
of  the  gospel  man¬ 
date  to  “go  make 
disciples  of  all 
nations.’’  But  a  growing  number  are 
finding  themselves  in  conflict  with 
each  other,  with  their  pastor  and  with 
the  structure  and  heritage  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  isn’t  an 
easy  time  in  our  denominational  his¬ 
tory.  The  deep  and  difficult  questions 
thrust  upon  us  by  the  society  in  which 
we  live  and  the  sociological  demands 
that  surround  us  are  dividing  us  into 
camps  of  personalized  interest  and 
covenants  of  differing  commitment. 

I  am  called  again  to  Paul's  teaching 
in  Galatians  in  which  he  cautions 
these  struggling  churches: 

“For  you  were  called  to  freedom, 
brethren;  only  do  not  use  your  freedom 
as  an  opportunity  for  the  flesh,  but 
through  love  be  servants  of  one  another 
For  the  whole  law  is  fulfilled  in  one 
word,  ‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself."  But  if  you  bite  and  devour 
one  another  take  heed  that  you  are  not 
consumed  by  one  another "  (Galatians 
5: 13-15,  RSV) 

As  we  enter  into  this  season  of 
appointment  changes  and  new  hopes 
and  dreams  for  a  new  peace  and  unity 
in  our  churches,  let  us  diligendy  pray 
for  God  to  heal  our  disagreements,  to 
put  a  balm  on  our  hurts,  and  to  bring 
unity  where  there  is  great  division  so 
that  the  blessed  work  of  Christ  can  be 
done.  Let  us  pray  that  we  cease  the 
“biting  and  devouring  of  one  another” 
and  that  we  do  not  become  consumed 
by  one  another.  Let  us  gather  around 
the  conferencing  table,  with  our  spirits 
aligned  with  God's  spirit  and  let  us 
work  out  our  differences  in  the  light  of 
Christ. 

I  don’t  want  to  walk  in  and  find 
another  set  of  clergy  credentials  placed 
on  my  desk.  I  don't  want  to  get  more 
letters  about  how  laity  are  leaving 
churches  because  of  the  hurt  and  dis¬ 
appointment  they  have  encountered. 
We  have  the  ability  and  the  under¬ 
standing  to  work  together  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  the  world.  I  call  us  to  exer¬ 
cise  it  with  all  the  strength  we  can 
muster  that  the  Kingdom  of  this  world 
will  become  the  Kingdom  of  our  God. 

In  Christ's  love, 

foil/, 


Relief  giving  for  the  tsunami  and 
earthquake  in  South  Asia  (Advance  No. 
274305)  has  reached  $359,408.73  from 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  339 
gifts,  according  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  web  site. 

With  unprecedented  donations  total¬ 
ing  $32.4  million  for  tsunami  recovery, 
UMCOR  is  funding  work  in  Indonesia, 

Sri  Lanka,  Somalia,  Thailand,  and  India. 
UMCOR  workers  are  restoring  entire 
communities  by  supplying  new  nets  and 
boats,  beginning  construction  of  new 
homes  and  cleaning  wells  polluted  by 
saltwater  that  flooded  inland  in  the  Dec. 
26, 2004,  tsunami  that  caused  cata¬ 
strophic  loss  of  life  and  damage  to  coun¬ 
tries  on  all  sides  of  die  Indian  Ocean. 

UMCOR  has  committed  to  a  four¬ 
pronged,  $10  million  approach  to  recov¬ 
ery  efforts  in  Indonesia.  Working  along¬ 
side  the  Methodist  Church  in  Indonesia, 
UMCOR  identified  some  1,000  families 
in  Sumatra  Province  to  receive  initial 
benefits  for  new  homes,  safe  water  and 
sanitation  facilities  as  well  as  income 
generation  opportunities.  The  agency 

Bishops  present 

Washington,  DC  -  A  delegation  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  presented 
President  George  W.  Bush  with  a  leather- 
bound  Bible  in  a  tradition  that  goes  back 
more  than  200  years.  The  Bible  was 
signed  by  United  Methodist  bishops 
from  around  the  world.  The  practice  of 
giving  Bibles  to  U.S.  presidents  began  in 
1789  with  President  George  Washington. 

Five  representatives  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  which  recendy  met  in 
Washington  DC,  met  with  President 
Bush  to  talk  with  him  about  their  shared 
concerns  and  to  express  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  working  together  for  the  future 
of  a  better  world. 

The  bishops  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  cordial  welcome  they  received- 
from  President  Bush,  and  said  they  felt 
the  visit  was  an  important  step  in  con¬ 
tinuing  to  build  a  reladonship  for  work¬ 
ing  together. 

"We  wanted  him  to  know  that  we  are 


has  joined  with  Church  World  Service 
(CWS)  for  two  recovery  projects,  one 
extending  through  2008  and  another 
contributing  to  CWS  health  services.  The 
fourth  prong  includes  working  with  the 
International  Blue  Crescent  (IBC)  in 
Indonesia  to  build  permanent  and  tem¬ 
porary  housing  in  the  Lamno  and  Aceh 
provinces  of  Sumatra.  UMCOR  worked 
with  IBC  following  earthquakes  in 
Turkey  and  in  Iran. 

UMCOR  officials  expect  to  participate 
in  tsunami  recovery  for  years  to  come. 
While  the  operating  rules  established  by 
many  other  relief  agencies  compel  them 
to  spend  all  the  funds  within  a  predeter¬ 
mined  timeframe,  UMCOR  has  no  such 
restrictions.  The  generosity  of  donors 
for  tsunami  recovery  gives  UMCOR  the 
freedom  and  flexibility  to  serve  as  long 
as  necessary. 

Planned  operations  in  Indonesia  just 
received  a  boost  from  the  Indonesian 
government  by  registering  UMCOR  with 
their  top  rating  for  non-governmental 
organizations.  This  will  pave  the  way  for 
UMCOR's  future  work  in  Indonesia. 

Bush  with  Bible 

praying  for  him,  and  that  we  share  with 
him  the  commitment  for  a  better  world. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  finding  ways 
to  work  together  on  common  issues 
such  as  AIDS  in  Africa,"  said  Bishop 
Peter  D.  Weaver,  President  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  and  Bishop  of  the  Boston 
Episcopal  Area. 

The  delegation  included  officers  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  as  well  as  bish¬ 
ops  from  the  Metropolitan  Washington, 
DC  area. 

Accompanying  Bishop  Weaver  were 
Bishop  Janice  Huie  of  the  Houston  area, 
president-designate;  Bishop  Ernest  S. 
Lyght  of  the  West  Virginia  area,  secretary; 
Bishop  John  R.  Schol  of  the  Washington 
area  and  Bishop  Charlene  Kammerer  of 
the  Richmond  area. 

After  their  meeting  with  President 
Bush,  the  bishops  also  participated  in  a 
meeting  with  other  religious  leaders  to 
talk  about  world  concerns. 
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A  member  of  Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  recently 
donated  1 1  lots  worth  $55,000  to  Habitat  for  Humanity.  Above,  Debbie  Martin, 
Jefferson  UMC  Habitat  for  Humanity  Ministry  chairperson,  Ann  Ruble,  executive 
director  of  Habitat  for  Humanity  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge,  and  Doug  Baker,  Sr. 
Pastor  of  Jefferson  UMC  pose  with  the  title  for  the  eleven  lots  donated. 


Church  member  donates  land  to  Habitat 


On  April  13,  2005,  Habitat  for 
Humanity  Greater  Baton  Rouge  was 
the  recipient  of  a  generous  land 
donation  by  a  member  of  the 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  donor  gave  the  gift  in  honor  of 
the  members  of  the  church,  cele¬ 
brating  the  spirit  of  volunteerism 
within  the  church  family  and  the 
church’s  continued  community 
involvement  through  ministries  like 
Habitat.  The  eleven  lots,  which  are 
located  in  Baker,  Louisiana,  are  val¬ 
ued  at  $55,000  and  represent  the 
first  land  acquisitions  in  that  com¬ 
munity.  “We  could  not  fulfill  our 
mission  of  eliminating  substandard 
housing  without  land  to  build 


homes  upon,”  said  Ann  Ruble, 
executive  director  of  the  local 
Habitat  affiliate.  “Because  of  the 
wonderful  location  and  condition 
of  die  lots  we  will  be  able  to  build 
on  them  in  the  immediate  future 
and  ensure  eleven  more  families 
will  have  a  safe  place  to  call  home.” 

Since  its  founding  in  1989, 
Habitat  for  Humanity  has  built  120 
homes  in  partnership  with  home- 
owners  and  community  groups  in 
the  greater  Baton  Rouge  area. 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  is  one  of 
the  original  supporting  organiza¬ 
tions  and  has  provided  consistent 
volunteer  and  financial  support 
throughout  Habitat’s  history. 


Jazzy  Night  in  June 

Celebration  to  benefit  the  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans 

Friday,  June  3,  8-11  p.m.,  Patron  Reception  7  p.m. 
Astor  Crowne  Plaza,  New  Orleans,  Black  tie 

The  William  Houston  Jr.  Orchestra  will  perform. 

For  tickets,  contact  Ted  Jones  (504)  288-2314. 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  1 


Traveling  West  on  1-20 

Exit  1-20  to  the  right  taking  the 
Common  Street  Exit.  Travel  North  on 
Common  Street.  (You  will  see  the 
steeple  of  FUMC.)  The  church  is  located 
about  4  blocks  on  the  left. 

Traveling  North  on  1-40 

Exit  right  off  of  1-49  on  to  1-20.  Stay  in 
the  Exit  lane,  you  will  be  in  the  right  lane 
which  is  the  Common/Line  Avenue  Exit. 
You  will  curve  to  the  left  traveling  under 
1-20  to  Common  Street.  Travel  north  on 


Common  Street.  (You  will  see  the  steeple 
of  FUMC.)  The  church  is  located  about 
4  blocks  on  the  left. 

Traveling  from  First  UMC  to 
Centenary  College 

Travel  south  on  Common  Street 
which  turns  into  Line  Avenue.  Take  a 
left  on  Kings  Highway  and  stay  on  Kings 
Highway  until  you  reach  Centenary 
College. 

The  College  will  be  on  the  left  and  the 
Gold  Dome  on  the  right. 


The  Last  Supper 

Church  of  the  Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  presented  a 
production  of  "A  Living  Dramatization  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  The  Last  Supper"  by 
Ernest  K.  Emurian  and  directed  by  Rev.  Willis  Dear.  Those  attending  applauded 
the  moving  portrayal  of  the  gathering  of  Christ  and  the  disciples  on  that  historic 
evening. 


Cancer  fundraiser 


Louisiana  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  hosted  a  spaghetti 
dinner  and  silent  auction  on  April  10  after  church  services  in  Lauman  Hall.  The 
annual  Relay  for  Life  Walk,  a  fundraiser  for  the  American  Cancer  Society,  was 
scheduled  for  Friday,  May  6  and  it  was  La.  Memorial's  team  goal  to  reach  $4,000 
for  this  event.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  good  food  and  fellowship. 
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Technicolor  Dreamcoat 

The  Chapel  Choir  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will 
present  "Joseph  and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat"  June  9-1 0  at  7  p.m.  in 
the  church  sanctuary.  Admission  is  free.  Carter  Smith  as  Joseph  and  Tommy 
Wilton  as  the  Pharoah  perform  a  scene  from  the  musical,  above. 


St.  Mark  to  host  spiritual  retreat  July  8-9 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
will  host  a  spiritual  retreat  July  8-9  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Dr.  Lynn  Mims  from  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
will  be  the  featured  conference  presen¬ 
ter. 


The  theme  for  the  conference  is 
“Balancing  Act:  Integrating  Faith  Into 
Everyday  Living.” 

For  more  information  and  to  register, 
contact  Dollene  Sims  at  (225)  775-9864. 
Deadline  is  June  19. 


Dead  Sea  Scrolls 

A  group  of  23  members  of  the  Hodge  and  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Churches, 
along  with  one  member  of  St.  Lucy  Catholic  Church,  were  among  the  hundreds  of 
people  viewing  the  Dead  Sea  Scroll  Exhibit  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Exploreum  in  Mobile, 
Ala.  on  May  19.The  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  were  written  over  2,000  years  ago  and 
include  the  earliest  surviving  text  of  the  books  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  that  we  today 
know  as  the  Old  Testament. This  exhibit  offered  a  "close-to-home"  opportunity  to 
view  fragments  from  the  Books  of  Genesis-Exodus,  Leviticus,  Numbers, 
Deuteronomy,  Psalms,  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah. The  Deuteronomy  Scroll  fragment 
included  the  text  of  the  Ten  Commandments.  An  added  attraction  to  the 
overnight  trip  was  a  guided  tour  of  the  Bellingrath  Gardens  and  Home  with  a 
meal  at  Wintzel's  Oyster  House  in  downtown  Mobile. 

The  two-day  trip  led  by  Rev.  Bill  Strawbridge  of  Hodge  UMC  was  enjoyed  by:  Letty 
Strawbridge,  Raymond  and  Dana  Taylor, Troy  and  Carla  Smith,  Roy  and  Gerri 
Gaines,  Leland  and  Julia  Stanford,  Billie  Adams,  Kathy  Robinson,  David  and  Jane 
Bolton,  Raymond  and  Betty  Jeffress,  Helon  and  Anne  Earle,  Julia  Kay  Beale,  Julia 
Kay  Beale,  Juanita  Busbice,  Noonie  Driskill  and  Hope  and  Vernie  Meeks. 


In  Paul's  Footsteps 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  his  wife  Kay  hosted  a  group  of  1 00  from  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  on  a  recent  Mediterranean  cruise  touring  the  coast  of  Greece 
and  Turkey.  The  trip  featured  historical  sites  that  were  a  part  of  the  Apostle  Paul’s 
second  and  third  journeys.  Above,  Bishop  Hutchinson  stands  in  Ephesus,Turkey 
with  Revs.  Brady  Whitton,  Jonathan  King,  Nancy  Wofford  and  Sean  Anglim. 


Christians  gather  in  Athens  for  mission  conference 


As  the  sun  rose  over  the  Aegean  Sea, 
some  700  Christians  gathered  to  discern 
the  healing  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

That  beginning  of  the  2005 
Conference  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism,  meeting  May  9-16  in 
Athens,  showed  "the  need  for  healing 
throughout  the  world,"  according  to  the 
Rev.  Larry  Pickens,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

Convened  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  the  conference  brings  togeth¬ 
er  representatives  from  its  member 
churches  as  well  as  participants  from 
Roman  Catholic,  Pentecostal  and 
Evangelical  churches  and  bodies.  Of  the 
12  previous  ecumenical  mission  confer¬ 


ences  held  since  1910,  this  is  the  first  to 
take  place  in  a  predominantly  Orthodox 
context. 

A  large  wooden  cross,  made  by  a 
Jerusalem  craftsman,  arrived  by  boat  as 
participants  and  local  guests  gathered  on 
the  beach  at  the  start  of  the  conference. 
According  to  the  WCC,  the  cross  was 
intended  as  a  symbol  of  reconciliation 
and  healing  as  well  as  a  gesture  of  soli¬ 
darity  with  Christians  in  the  Middle  East. 

Pickens  noted  that  His  Beatitude 
Christodoulos,  the  Orthodox  archbishop 
of  Athens  and  all  of  Greece,  cited  the 
brokenness  of  the  Christian  family  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference's  opening  session, 
"but  in  doing  so  he  also  affirmed  the 
hope  of  our  dialogue  as  an  avenue  for 
understanding  and  cooperation." 


Pyles  in  India  for  Ashrams 


Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles, 
retired  pastor  and 
Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  is  in 
India  participating  in 
the  75th  anniversary 
celebration  of  the 
United  Christian 
Ashrams  International. 

The  movement  was  y  es 
begun  by  the  famous 
Methodist  Missionary,  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  at  SatTal,  India,  in  1930.  Pyles  is 


International  celebration 

in  his  third  year  serving  as  the  General 
Secretary  of  this  international  organiza¬ 
tion. 

There  are  some  40  Christian  Ashrams 
in  the  U.S.  and  many  others  that  are 
held  overseas.  Pyles  will  be  speaking  at 
four  of  the  celebration  services  being 
held  at  Sat  Tal.  He  will  also  be  visiting 
the  psychiatric  hospital,  Nur  Manzil,  and 
a  children's  orphanage  begun  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Ashram  family.  Pyles  is  due 
to  return  home  on  June  3  just  in  time  for 
annual  conference  in  Shreveport. 
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Disaster  Trailer 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  from  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  have  recently  completed  work  on  a  new  storage  facility  for  the 
Conference's  Disaster  Response  Trailer  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
The  groups  were  recruited  by  Rev.  James  Poole. The  trailer  is  well  equipped  to  help 
volunteer  first  responders  to  disasters  such  as  hurricanes,  tornados,  industrial  acci¬ 
dents  or  other  emergencies. The  volunteer  crews  did  framing  for  the  concrete 
foundation. The  metal  building  will  protect  the  trailer  and  serve  as  a  storage  facili¬ 
ty  for  supplies  and  equipment  which  may  not  be  needed  for  every  disaster. 


Reservation  Information  for  2005  Annual  Conference 
Awards  Luncheon,  Dinner  on  the  Grounds 


Dinner  on  the  Grounds 

(in  association  with  Camp  Meeting) 
Monday,  June  6, 6  p.m. 

Jones  Rice  Field,  Centenary  College,  $10 
Menu:  turkey  or  ham  po-boy,  fruit,  chips, 
cookie  and  drink 

Deadline  for  Reservations:  May  27 
Send  check  for  $10  made  out  to  "La. 
Annual  Conference"  (earmarked  "Dinner 
on  the  Grounds")  to: 

Rev.  Daryl  Tate,  St.  Luke's  UMC, 

5875  Canal  Blvd., 

New  Orleans,  LA  70124 


Awards  Luncheon 

Wednesday,  June  8, 12  n.n. 

South  Dining  Hall,  Centenary  College,  $12 
Menu:  salads,  croissants,  fruit,  cookies, 
drinks 

Seating  limited  to  first  200  persons 
Send  check  for  $12  made  out  to  "La. 
Annual  Conference"  (earmarked  "Awards 
Luncheon")  to:  Carolyn  Dove, 
catdove@direcway.com, 

102  Turner  Lane, 

Many,  LA  71449 


Spring  Revival 


Rev.  Byron  Putnam  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  and  Pioneer  United  Methodist  Churches 
was  the  preacher  for  a  revival  recently  held  at  First  UMC,  St.  Joseph,  on  the 
evenings  of  May  1  -3.  Byron  assisted  Heather  Putnam  (pictured  together  second 
row,  center)  in  leading  the  music  for  the  revival.  Rev.  Jonathan  King,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  St.  Joseph,  and  Rev.  Jacqueline  Collins  pastor  of  Epps  UMC  are  pictured 
third  row  center.  Approximately  50  people  from  all  over  Tensas  parish  attended 
each  night.  Food  and  fellowship  preceded  each  night's  service. 


Mt.  Zion  UMC  acknowledged  in  YSF  Top  1 0 


BY  TOM  DOLPH 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

An  oversight  caused  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  to  be 
omitted  from  the  list  of  Youth  Service 
Fund  contributors  in  the  March  25  edi¬ 


tion  of  the  Louisiana  Now!  Our  apolo¬ 
gies!  Mt.  Zion  donated  $438  to  YSF 
which  makes  them  a  Top  1 0  Church  for 
YSF  giving.  A  big  thanks  goes  out  to 
them  and  to  all  who  so  generously  sup¬ 
port  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 


Honorary  Doctorate 


Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III,  executive  director  of  administrative  services  for  the  La. 
Conference,  left,  recently  received  an  honorary  doctorate  from  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport.  He  is  pictured  with  writer  Mark  Fischetti,  who  was  also  honored. 


HOPE  Ministries  /  from  page  1 


Area  United  Way  CEO.  “That  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  to  ensure  that  donor 
dollars  are  well  spent  and  demon¬ 
strates  a  deep  commitment  to  the 
community  it  serves.” 

United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries 


also  provides  a  family  mentoring  pro¬ 
gram  for  transitionally  homeless  fam¬ 
ilies  or  those  at-risk  for  homelessness. 
For  more  information  about  United 
Methodist  HOPE  Ministries,  call  (225) 
355-0702. 
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ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  2005 


Sunday  Evening,  June  5 

5:00  p.m.-  6:45  p.m. 


4:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 


"Prevenient  Grace  -  God's  Whisper  in  our  Hearts" 

(as  of  5/9/05) 


Registration  @  First  UMC,  Shreveport  in 

BainHa|t  10:00  a.m.- 11:00  a.m. 

Meal  at  Centenary  College  Available 
Memorial/  Communion  Service  at  FUMC 


Conference  Board  of  Laity  Report 

Report  of  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 
Web  site  redesign  and  utilization 
Action  items 
Announcements 


Monday  Morning,  June  6 


6:45  a.m.- 

7:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m.- 

5:00  p.m. 

8:00  a.m.- 

10:00  a.m. 

8:30  a.m.- 

9:30  a.m. 

10:30  a.m. 

-  10:45  a.m. 

10:45  a.m. 

- 1 1:00  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(SPONSORED  BY  UMM) 

Registration  in  Gold  Dome  Continues 
Committee  Meetings 
(See  listing  for  location  of  Boards  &  Committee) 

New  Member  Orientation  for  Lay  &  Clergy 
in  Chapel  at  Centenary  College 
*Processional  -  Consecrating  the  Space 
Gold  Dome 

The  Convening  of  the  2005  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference 


Prayer 

Welcome 

Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for  Conference  Sessions 

Adoption  of  Agenda 

Introduction  ofTheme 

Report  of  the  Episcopacy  Committee 

*AII  Business  Sessions  will  take  place  in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College 


11:00  a.m.- 12:00 
12:00  Noon 


The  Episcopal  Address 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
LUNCH  BREAK 


10:45  a.m.-  1 1:00  a.m. 
1 1:00  a.m.  -  12:00  a.m. 


12:00-  1:30  p.m. 


1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 


3:00  p.m.-  3:15  p.m. 
3:15  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


4:30  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 


7:00  p.m.  -  7:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Break 

Report  of  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  #1 
Recognition  of  Retirees,  Passing  of  the  Mantle 

LUNCH  BREAK 
Retirees  Luncheon 

Gathering  Music/Prayer 
Grace  Note  #2 

Report  of  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  #2 

Break 

Gathering  Music 

Grace  Note  #3 

Report  of  the  Special  Ministries  Task  Force 
Report  of  the  Conference  Center  Board  of 

Trustees 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church  Task  Force 
Greetings  from  Sager-Brown/UMCOR  Deport 
Announcement  regarding  Russia  Seminary 
and  Offering 
Announcements 
Dinner  Break 

Alumni  Dinners 

Pre-Service  Music  -  FUMC,  Shreveport 
Service  of  Ordination  &  Commissioning 

(Reception  to  follow  in  Bain  Hall) 


Wednesday  Morning,  June  8 


1:1 5  p.m. 

1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 


3:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 


6:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Clergy  Spouse  Lunch 
(Asbury,  Bossier  City) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 

Prayer 

Grace  Note  #1 

Introduction  of  New  Business 
Petitions/Resolutions 
CFA  Report  #1 
Equitable  Compensation 
Report  of  the  Publishing  House 
Report  of  the  La.UM  Foundation  (Including 
revised  By-Laws) 

Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #1 
Report  of  the  Statistician 
Invitation  to  Wesley  Tour  of  England 
Lilly  Grant  Progress  Report 
Greetings  from  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Announcements 
Clergy  Session  (Chapel) 

Laity  Session  (Gold  Dome) 


6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m. 


8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m. 


9:15  a.m.-  9:20  a.m. 
9:20  a.m.- 9:35a.m. 
9:35a.m.  -12:00  Noon 


10:20  a.m.-  10:35  a.m. 


Dinner  On  The  Grounds  -  Jones-Rice  Field 
at  Centenary  College 
Worship/Camp  Meeting  -  Jones-Rice  Field 
at  Centenary  College 


Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

Gathering  Music 
Bible  Study 

Stand-up  Break 
Africa  University  Choir 
Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 

Report  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

Proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  from 

the  2004  General  Conference 

Break 

Celebration  of  Centenary  College  School  of 

Church  Careers  -  30^  Anniversary 
Nominations  Committee  #2 
Report  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  #2 
SBCTF  -  Request  for  permission  to  institute 

Capital  Campaign  for  Senagal  and  Africa 
University 

Greetings  from  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
Announcements 


Tuesday  Morning,  June  7 


6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @  Amphitheater 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast/South  Dining  Hall/Centenary 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Late  Registration  in  Gold  Dome  Continues 

8:15  a.m. 

Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m. 

Bible  Study 

9:15  a.m.  -  9:20  a.m. 

Stand-up  Break 

9:20  a.m.- 12:00 

Business  Session 

9:30  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m. 

Prayer 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Address  to  the  Conference  by  the  Lay  Leader 


12:00  -  1:30  p.m.  Lunch  Break 

(Award's  Luncheon  -  South  Dinning  Hall) 

1 :30  p.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  Business  Session 

Gathering  Music 
Grace  Note  #4 

Report  of  the  Rules  Committee 
Committee  of  Petitions 
The  Fixing  of  Appointments 
Invitation  to  2006  Session  of  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference 

Invitation  to  2007  Session  of  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference 
Sending  Forth 
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Louisiana  Conference 


NOW! 


Gay  pastor's  reinstatement  does  not  reverse  church's  standards  on  homosexuality,  bishops  say 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  decision 
to  reinstate  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
who  lost  her  clergy  credentials  in 
December  under  church  law  concerning 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  "does  not 
in  any  way  reverse  the  standards  in  our 
Book  of  Discipline,"  according  to  a  state¬ 
ment  by  the  denomination's  Council  of 
Bishops. 

In  a  statement  issued  May  1  as  the 
bishops  gathered  for  their  spring  meet¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  the  council's  execu¬ 
tive  committee  said  the  April  29  decision 
of  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Committee  on  Appeals  was  based  on 
legal  error,  not  lack  of  evidence.  "This 


means  that  the  reasons  for  the  guilty  ver¬ 
dict  were  not  questioned,  but  the  case 
was  reversed  on  two  questions  of  legal 
process,"  the  statement  said. 

Irene  Elizabeth  "Beth"  Stroud  of 
Philadelphia  appealed  her  case  after  a 
trial  court  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 
(regional)  Conference  found  her  guilty 
on  Dec.  2  of  violating  church  law,  which 
forbids  the  ordination  and  appointment 
of  "self- avowed  practicing  homosexu¬ 
als." 

Stroud  continued  to  work  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of 
Germantown  in  Philadelphia  as  a  lay 


person  when  the  court  stripped  her  of 
her  clergy  credentials.  She  had  informed 
her  congregation  in  April  2003  that  she 
was  living  in  a  committed  relationship 
with  another  woman, 

In  its  ruling,  the  appeals  committee 
set  aside  both  the  verdict  and  penalty, 
which  automatically  reinstated  Stroud  to 
clergy  status. 

It  upheld  part  of  the  trial  court's  find¬ 
ing  but  overturned  the  verdict  in  an  8- 1 
vote,  citing  legal  errors  in  the  trial. 

The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference 
has  30  days  to  file  an  appeal  of  the  com¬ 
mittee's  decision  to  the  Judicial  Council, 
the  denomination's  supreme  court. 


In  an  April  29  statement  Bishop 
Marcus  Matthews,  who  presides  over  the 
conference,  said,  "We  will  now  take  time 
to  thoroughly  and  thoughtfully  digest 
the  Committee  on  Appeals  decision  and 
will  take  into  consideration  United 
Methodist  Church  law  and  Judicial 
Council  rulings  as  we  consider  our 
options  and  make  a  decision  on  how  to 
proceed. " 

The  Council  of  Bishops  encouraged 
church  members  "to  be  patient  with  the 
important  legal  processes  involved"  and 
pointed  out  that  the  appeal  process  "is 
an  important  part  of  our  Book  of 
Discipline." 

UM  Men  launch 
hunger  relief  effort 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  —  Presidents  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  U.S.  annual 
conferences  are  launching  an  effort  to 
involve  9,600  men  in  hunger-relief 
efforts  and  to  create  800  local  church 
units  of  United  Methodist  Men. 

The  effort  will  begin  with  a  gleaning, 
a  potato  drop  and  a  dried  and  canned 
food  collection  at  the  July  15-17 
National  Gathering  of  United  Methodist 
Men  at  Purdue  University  in  West 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

A  gleaning,  or  collecting  of  left-over 
food  from  a  farmer’s  field  after  harvest, 
will  be  held  on  the  morning  of  July  15. 
Food  will  be  distributed  to  local  hunger 
relief  agencies  in  the  West  Lafayette 
area.  The  potato  drop  will  be  held  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  next  to  the 
Purdue  football  stadium.  Over  40,000 
pounds  of  potatoes  will  be  bagged  and 
then  distributed  to  more  relief  agencies. 

The  4,000  men  expected  to  attend  the 
national  gathering  are  also  asked  to 
bring  five  cans  of  veggies /fruits /soups  to 
help  feed  the  hungry.  These  mission 
events  are  done  in  combination  with  the 
hunger  relief  training  sessions  and 
hunger  relief  workshops.  The  workshops 
will  help  men  understand  a  new  effort 
launched  by  the  National  Association  of 
Conference  Presidents  and  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrews. 

Each  annual  conference  president  of 
United  Methodist  Men  is  asked  to  find 
12  churches  without  a  unit  of  UM  Men. 
Following  the  Purdue  event,  they  will 
ask  each  of  these  churches  to  send  10 
volunteers  to  participate  in  a  potato 
drop,  gleaning,  or  other  hunger-relief 
effort. 

The  men  will  also  be  challenged  to 
give  $20  each  for  Meals  for  Millions  to 
support  national  hunger-relief  min¬ 
istries.  The  men  hope  each  of  the  partic¬ 
ipating  churches  will  want  to  charter  a 
unit  of  UM  Men  in  order  to  participate 
in  future  mission  and  spiritual-enrich¬ 
ment  experiences. 

Noting  that  the  world  daily  produces 
4.3  pounds  of  food  for  every  individual 
on  the  planet,  Ken  Horne,  the  top  staff 
executive  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrews, 
said  there  is  no  reason  for  anyone  to  go 
to  bed  hungry.  “Our  goal  is  not  to  spon¬ 
sor  more  potato  drops  or  gleaning 
efforts,”  said  Home.  “Our  goal  is  to  have 
enough  people  get  angry  about  hunger 
in  America  that  they  will  demand 
action.” 


CHILDCARE 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  -  JUNE  5-8,  2005 


DAY 

EVENT/SESSIONS 

Time  Open 

Time  Closed 

Cost 

Sun.  evening,  June  5 

Memorial/Communion 

6:30  p.m. 

after  service 

none 

Service/  First  UMC,  Shreveport 

Monday,  June  6 

Committee  Mtgs. 

7:30  a  m. 

12  p.m. 

$10 

Business  Sessions 

Clergy  Spouses  Lunch  11:30  a.m. 

1  p.m. 

$5 

Business  Session 

1  p.m. 

1-  5:30  p.m. 

$10 

Dinner  on  the  Grounds/Centenary 

Children  are  welcome 

Tuesday,  June  7 

Business  Session 

7:30  a.m. 

none 

$10 

Retirees  Lunch/Noel  UMC 

1 1:30  a.m. 

1  p.m. 

$  5 

Business  Session 

1  p.m. 

5  p.m. 

$10 

Ordination/Commissioning 

Service/First  UMC 

6:30  p.m. 

after  service 

none 

Wed.,  June  8 

Business  Session 

8:45  a.m. 

noon 

$  5 

Awards  Luncheon 

11:30  a.m. 

1  p.m. 

$  5 

Business  Session 

1  p.m. 

4  p.m. 

$  5 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  CHILDCARE 
PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM 

(complete  one  form  for  each  child;  other  personal  information  will  be  completed  as  you  check  in) 

NAME: _ _ 

MAILING  ADDRESS/CITY/ZIP:  _ 

_  Boy  _  Girl  _  Birthdate 

_  Age  _  Grade  completed  by  June,  2005 

PARENTS’ NAMES:  _ _ 

PHONE:  (H)  _  (C)  _ 

List  any  conditions/allergies  that  we  should  know:  _ 


***  Lunch  and  snacks  will  be  included. 

***  Childcare  will  be  available  30  min.  before  and  30  min.  after  each  business  session  Monday-Wednesday. 
FEES:  $20  pre-registration  fee  to  hold  your  spot  PLUS  $10  for  each  additional  child 
(checks  made  out  to  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport) 

(plan  to  pay  an  additional  $20  for  Tuesday  and  $10  for  Wednesday  as  you  use  the  services) 

’  "**'  PRE-REGI STRATION  IS  NEEDED  ASAP  FOR  ALL  CHILDCARE 'SESSIONS'  ’*’** . 

FEES:  All  day  childcare: 

$20  pre-registration  fee  to  hold  your  spot  PLUS  $10  for  each  additional  child  in  the  same  family 
(pays  for  Monday);  Tuesday  all  day  will  be  $20;  Wednesday  until  Conference  is  over  will  be  $10 
Luncheon  childcare  only: 

$5.00  per  child;  pay  when  you  send  this  form  in 

Send  pre-registration  form  and  fees  (checks  made  out  to  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport)  directly  to: 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  attn:  Mrs.  Cheryl  Donakey 
6012  Youree  Dr.,  Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
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Boy  Scouts  from  around  the  annual  conference  worked  with  their  leaders  to  build 
outdoor  benches  as  a  service  project  for  the  La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  met  with  the  group  as  part  of  their  requirements 
for  achieving  the  "God  and  Country"  award. 


Boy  Scouts  serve  'God  and  Country' 


“Youth  are  our  future.”  as  the  say¬ 
ing  goes.  United  Methodist  Men 
know  this  very  well. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  assigns  to 
UMM  the  job  of  working  with  “youth 
serving  agencies.”  United  Methodist 
Men  take  on  the  task  of  promoting 
the  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Campfire 
Girls  and  4-H  organizations  through¬ 
out  the  church. 

The  La.  Annual  Conference  UMM 
recently  sponsored  a  “Religious 
Award  Jamboree,”  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson’s  support,  in  connection 
with  the  annual  Confirmation  Day 
with  the  Bishop  held  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

By  the  end  of  the  weekend,  the 
Scouts  at  the  Jamboree  had  complet¬ 
ed  all  the  work  necessary  to  receive 
this  award,  except  for  a  session  or  two 
with  their  pastor. 

As  a  part  of  program  for  Boy 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts  and  Campfire 
Girls,  children  and  youth  may  work  to 
receive  a  badge  or  award  known  as 
the  “God  and  Country”  series.  The 
requirements  are  written  for  grades  1- 
3,  4-5, 6-8  and  9-12.  United 
Methodists  use  the  component  creat¬ 
ed  for  Protestant  and  Independent 
Christian  churches. 

The  sessions  relate  the  youth  to 
God,  the  Bible,  their  church,  their 
pastor  and  service  projects. 


“A  recent  Interpreter  Magazine 
article  states  that  the  least  served  age 
group  in  the  United  States  are  ages  8- 
12.  However,  this  demographic  is  well 
served  through  agencies  supporting 
Scouting  and  4-H  programs.  Studies 
indicate  that  50  percent  of  these 
young  people  have  no  relationship 
with  any  church. 

“United  Methodist  Men  look  upon 
this  responsibility  as  an  opportunity 
for  an  evangelistic  ministry,”  said  Rev. 
James  Poole,  youth  serving  ministries 
coordinator  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

Poole  added  that  La.  Conference 
UMM  are  seeking  to  improve  their 
work  with  youth.  “One  way  to  facili¬ 
tate  growth  is  the  follow  the  direction 
of  the  last  General  Confemce  by  hav¬ 
ing  a  youth  serving  ministry  member 
of  each  District  Ministry  Team.” 

La.  Conference  UMM  are  currently 
sponsoring  “Bishop’s  Banquets,”  in 
cooperation  with  Bishop  Hutchinson. 
The  banquets  offer  an  opportunity  to 
work  with  pastors  and  lead  church 
officials  to  promote  Scouting  and  the 
establishment  of  new  troops . 

“One  of  our  big  initiatives  right 
now  is  to  build  a  complete  database 
of  all  the  youth  serving  groups  cur¬ 
rently  active  in  Louisiana.  We  have 
about  one  half  of  the  information  we 
need,  and  are  seeking  the  rest,”  said 
Poole. 


Money  allocated  for  world  AIDS  prevention 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS) -During  its 


inaugural  meeting,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Global  AIDS  Fund 
Committee  set  aside  $50,000  to  fund 
programs  to  prevent  the  transmission  of 
the  disease  from  mothers  to  infants  dur¬ 
ing  birth. 

The  money,  allocated  from  an  exist¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  account,  will  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  United  Methodist  hospitals  in 
eight  countries.  Hospitals  in  two  of  those 
countries-Zimbabwe  and  India-are 


ready  to  implement  the  program  now. 
Others  will  follow  eventually  in  Sierra 
Leone,  Liberia,  Nigeria,  Mozambique, 
Brazil  and  the  Philippines. 

In  Zimbabwe,  existing  programs 
piloted  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  will  be  used  as 
templates  for  new  efforts  there  and  in 
other  countries. 

The  funds  can  be  used  to  purchase 
Nevirapine,  a  drug  that  is  administered 
once  to  the  mother  at  the  onset  of  labor 
and  once  to  the  baby  after  birth. 


"Meet  the  Methodists" 

Members  of  Dubach  United  Methodist  Church  are  pictured  at  "Meet  the 
Methodists,"  held  at  the  La.  Purchase  Gardens  and  Zoo  in  Monroe. 

Sponsored  by  the  Monroe  District  Ministry  Team,  "Meet  the  Methodists"  was  the 
District's  first  annual  picnic  and  cook-off.  The  day,  designed  to  allow  churches 
within  the  district  to  get  together  for  fellowship,  featured  a  devotional,  games 
and  a  covered  dish.  Close  to  200  people  attended  the  event. 


DCYM 

The  2005-2006  Shreveport  DCYM  recently  held  a  leadership  training  event  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. The  youth  spent  the  weekend  getting  to  know 
one  another  and  learning  about  worship,  public  speaking  and  clown  ministry. 


Council  of  Bishops  approves  interim  pact 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS) -The  top  cler¬ 
gy  leaders  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  approved  interim  agree¬ 
ments  for  sharing  the  Eucharist  with  two 
other  mainline  denominations-the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

The  approval  came  May  5,  during  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops' 
weeklong  spring  meeting  in  Arlington,  Va. 

The  agreements,  if  approved  later  this 
year  by  the  Lutheran  and  Episcopalian 
lawmaking  assemblies,  would  result  in 
those  churches  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  sharing  worship,  par¬ 
ticularly  communion,  studying  with  one 


another  and  being  involved  in  mission 
together.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  entering  into  separate  agreements 
with  each  of  the  denominations. 

"We  will  be  entering  those  agree¬ 
ments  within  a  year,"  said  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  ecumenical  officer  of 
the  United  Methodist  council.  "This  is 
highly  significant,"  he  said.  This  would 
be  the  first  time  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  had  such  a  shared  commun¬ 
ion  with  any  group  outside  the 
Methodist  tradition-the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  churches. 


CHURCH  CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


SPECIAL  EDITION 


Today's  Agenda 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @ 
Amphitheater 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast/South 
Dining  Hall/Centenary 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Late  Registration  in 

Gold  Dome  Continues 

8:15  a.m. 

Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m. 

Bible  Study 

9:15  a.m.  -  9:20  a.m. 

Stand-up  Break 

9:30  a.m.  - 1 2:00  Noon 

Business  Session 

Prayer 

Report  of  the 

Committee  on  the 

Journal 

Address  to  the 

Conference  by  the  Lay 
Leader 

Conference  Board  of 

Laity  Report 

Report  of  the 

Conference  Ministry 

Team 

Web  site  redesign  and 
utilization 

Action  Items 
Announcements 

10:45  a.m  -11:00  a.m. 

Break 

1 1 :00  a.m.  - 1 2:00  Noon 

Report  of  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  #1 
Recognition  of  Retirees, 
Passing  of  the  Mantle 

12:00  -1:30  p.m. 

LUNCH  BREAK 

Retirees  Luncheon 

1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Business  Session 

1:15  p.m.- 1:30  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

Prayer 

Grace  Note  #2 

Report  of  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  #2 
Celebration  of 

Centenary  College 

School  of 

Church  Careers  -  30th 
Anniversary 

3:00  p.m.  -  3:15  p.m. 

Break 

3:15  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

Business  Session 
Gathering  Music 

Grace  Note  #3 

Report  of  the  Special 
Ministries  Task  Force 

See  Today's  Agenda,  page  6 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Retirees  to  'pass  the 

The  2005  class  of  clergy  retirees  will 
be  honored  today  during  the  traditional 
"Passing  the  Mantle"  service,  to  be  held 
at  1 1  a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will 
lead  the  congregants  in  the  recognition 
and  blessing  of  the  retirees. 

For  the  ceremonial  "passing  of  the 
mantle,"  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples  will 
represent  the  retiring  class  and  Rev. 

Peggy  B.  Foreman  will  represent  the 
new  class. 


Ordination  and  Commissioning 
Services  will  be  held  this  evening  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will 
serve  as  preacher  at  the  service,  and 
will  speak  using  the  theme  "Bragging 
Rights." 

Immediately  following,  a  reception 
will  be  held  for  those  commissioned 
ordinands  and  retirees  in  Bain  Hall. 

A  pre-service  concert  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  by  Africa  University  Choir  beginning 
at  7  p.m.  Guests  are  encouraged  to 
arrive  early. 


The  Recognition  of  Local  Pastors 
and  those  completing  License  to 
Preach  School  will  be  held  today  at  1:30 
p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Seven  people  will  be  recognized  for 
completing  License  to  Preach  School. 
Those  with  an  asterisk  by  their  name 
are  also  receiving  their  first  appoint¬ 
ment  to  serve  as  local  pastors. 

They  are  Amanda  Carpenter*,  Joy 
Comeaux,  John  Kavanaugh,  Jr.,  Lucie 
Krestensen,  Dean  Register*,  Craig 


Tuesday,  June  7, 2005 

mantle' at  1 1  a.m. 

Below  are  biographies  and  messages 
from  the  retirees  to  the  people  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Harold  B.  Babin 

“I  want  to  express  my  love  and 
appreciation  to  our  Lord,  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  my  dear  family,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  to  all  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  our  state  for  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  the  ministry 
of  the  church.  I  was  born  August  7, 

See  Retirees,  page  2 


The  conference  choir  will  perform 
and  the  congregation  will  sing  hymns 
accompanied  by  a  brass  quintet. 

Lee  Cooke,  director  of  Music 
Ministries  for  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette, 
will  lead  the  choir  during  the  service. 

Six  persons  will  be  ordained  elders 
in  full  connection  with  the  conference. 
They  are:  John  Allison  Cannon,  Joseph 
Michael  Donakey,  Peggy  Barrios 
Foreman,  Lamar  Clay  Oliver,  Sione  H. 
Tu’uta  and  Donald  Lamar  Wilkinson. 
Christine  Amacker  Roberts  will  be 

See  Ordination,  page  4 


Uffman  and  Marguerite  Walker. 

Those  who  have  completed  studies 
for  the  license  as  a  local  pastor,  are 
approved  and  receiving  their  first 
appointment  include  Anita  Dinwiddie, 
Jacqueline  Ellen  Collins,  Milton  Edward 
Bourque,  Jr.,  and  Isaac  Jerone  Belonga. 

Those  to  be  recognized  as  local  pas¬ 
tors  having  completed  the  Course  of 
Study  School  are  Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr., 
Constance  R.  Saizon  and  Bill  E. 
Strawbridge. 


Ordination  set  for  7:30,  FUMC  Shreveport 


Recognition  of  Local  Pastors  at  1:30  today 
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those  days  working  with  Brother  Ray 
Hes,  Sister  Bytholia  Beauchamp  and 
Sister  Mattie  Smith.  Those  were  my 
finest  hours  in  this  life.  When  I  come 
to  the  end  of  this  life,  it  is  my  wish  to 
meet  them  in  the  next  life. 

I  also  want  to  thank  the  church  for 
the  time  I  spent  at  S.  M.  U.  in  Dallas  in 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  where 
my  eyes  were  opened  to  a  high  level  in 
education.  I  cannot  explain  in  words 
the  exhilaration  and  benefits  received 
there. 

John  Calvin  Coker,  Sr. 

John  was  born  and 
raised  in  the 
Carrolton  section  of 
New  Orleans,  La.  He 
attended  Fortier  High 
School,  the  University 
of  Southern 
Mississippi,  and 
Emory  University. 

While  at  Emory,  he  married  Louise 
McConnell  and  served  a  student  pas¬ 
torate  in  Gainesville,  Ge.  After  gradua¬ 
tion  in  1967,  he  returned  to  Louisiana 
and  began  his  full-time  ministry  at 
Metairie  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  Metairie,  John  has 
served  pastorates  at  St. 
Francisville/Tunica,  Indian 
Bayou/Kaplan,  Chatham/Eros,  St. 
Paul/Deerford,  and  Bethel/Deerford 
United  Methodist  Churches.  He  also 
spent  eight  years  at  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  working  as  a  classification 
officer  and  chaplain. 

In  1991,  John  received  a  kidney 
transplant,  but  continued  to  serve  for 
almost  10  years.  In  2000,  after  having 
by-pass  heart  surgery  and  then  suffer¬ 
ing  a  dislocated  ankle  and  crushed  heel 
in  a  fall,  he  was  granted  disability  leave. 

John  and  Louise  have  three  grown 
sons  and  live  in  Baton  Rouge,  where 
they  are  active  in  St.  Paul's  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

Rev.  Abraham 
Davis  entered  the  full 
time  Christian 
Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
1957.  He  has  served 
as  a  student  pastor  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  He 
has  pastored  Trinity 
United  Methodist 


Church  in  Baldwin,  Louisiana  and 
Mason  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
Berwick,  Louisiana.  In  1963  he  was 
assigned  to  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana  where 
he  served  for  twelve  years.  He  guided 
St.  Paul's  Church  into  merger  with  the 
Daniel  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport.  In  1974,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  historic  First  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans.  During  his  tenure  at  First 
Street,  the  church  has  increased  their 
membership  and  doubled  their  annual 
budget.  First  Street  operates  a  meal-site 
for  the  elderly,  a  tutorial  program  for 
children  and  youth  of  the  community, 
and  a  bus  ministry  for  the  senior  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  church  and  community. 

Rev.  Davis  completes  thirty-one  years 
as  minister  of  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.  He  is  married  to  Muriel  N. 
Davis,  has  four  daughters  and  five 
grandchildren. 

Harry  A.  (Peter) 

Harrington 

Rev.  Harry  A. 

(Peter)  Harrington 
was  ordained  in  1963 
at  the  altar  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  New 
Orleans.  Since  then 
he  has  pastored 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  all  but  two  districts.  He  has 
served  the  Annual  Conference  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Chair  of  the  Task  Force  on 
Confirmation,  member  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  Conference  Worship 
Committee  and  author  of  The  Vision 
2000  "Inviting  Churches”.  He  was  asked 
by  Discipleship  resources  to  write  “The 
10  FAQ's  of  New  Christians,”  now  in  its 
fifth  printing,  and  has  contributed  daily 
meditations  for  The  Upper  Room 
Disciplines  and  The  International 
Lesson  Series. 

He  and  Marilyn  have  four  children 
and  four  grandchildren.  They  will 
reside  in  Baton  Rouge  where  Marilyn 
will  continue  working  as  a  Registered 
Nurse  and  Peter  will,  as  always,  be 
engaged  in  more  activities  and  projects 
than  there  is  time  in  which  to  complete 
them. 


Akin 


Babin 


1935  in  Clinton,  Louisiana.  Patricia 
and  I  were  married  in  1956  and  have 
five  children  and  fifteen  grandchildren. 

I  had  a  career  with  the 
Louisiana 
Department  of 
Transportation  and 
Development,  retiring 
in  1986.  We  began 
serving  in  pastoral 
ministry  in  1963  and 
were  privileged  to  be 
at  the  following 
churches:  Angie, 

Varnado,  Days,  Center,  Darlington, 
Slaughter,  Bluff  Creek,  Corbin,  Tunica 
and  St.  Francisville. 

We  had  the  joy  of 
serving  in  St. 

Francisville  for  33 
years.  We  loved  and 
appreciated  each 
place  in  this  wonder¬ 
ful  journey.  We  look 
forward  in  retirement 
to  be  with  family,  to 
travel,  to  play  some 
and  to  serve  in  areas  that  the  church 
feels  we  can  be  a  positive  force  for  our 
Lord. 

We  are  moving  back  to  Zachary, 
Louisiana  to  live  in  a  house  we  built 
some  years  ago.  Please  know,  again, 
that  we  deeply  appreciate  the  church 
giving  us  the  opportunity  through  the 
years  to  serve  as  a  local  Pastor.” 

Oscar  L.  Brown 

"I  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of 
New  Orleans.  I  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Walter  L. 

Cohen  High  School, 
then  enrolled  at 
Dillard  University, 
where  I  spent  three 
years. 

I  went  on  to  Texas 

Southern  University  in  Houston,  and 
graduated  with  a  B.  A.  degree  in  educa¬ 
tion.  I  held  various  jobs  in  transporta¬ 
tion,  education  and  some  social  work. 

However,  my  happiest  days  were 
spent  working  for  the  Church,  especial¬ 
ly  being  a  part  of  St.  Peter's  UMC  in 
Clinton,  La.,  where  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing  went  up.  I  especially  remember 
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Sandra  S.  Huber 

I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  my  retirement 
from  full-time  pas¬ 
toral  ministry  and 
moving  to  my  house 
at  Lake  Bistineau.  My 
fourteen  years  serving 
churches  has  been 
challenging  and 
rewarding  and  I  certainly  leave  with 
mixed  feelings.  I  will  be  trying  some¬ 
thing  new  on  a  part-time  basis  and  at 
the  moment  I'm  feeling  pulled  to  hos¬ 
pice  chaplaincy.  I  expect  to  spend  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  working 
in  my  yard  and  possibly  holding  small 
group  retreats.  It's  a  beautiful  setting 
for  such  as  that.  Another  gift  of  retire¬ 
ment  will  be  having  more  time  to 
spend  with  my  eight  grandchildren  and 
two  great-grandchildren.  This  has  been 
a  wonderful  journey,  I  wouldn't  take 
anything  for  it,  and  I  eagerly  await  the 
Lord's  guidance  for  the  future. 

William  K.  McDonald 

Bill  McDonald  has 
served  as  pastor  for 
Marksville,  Simsport 
and  MacArthur  Drive 
United  Methodist 
Churches.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  First 
UMC  of  Boyce  and 
Glenmore  UMC.  Prior 
to  the  ministry,  he 
worked  as  the  manager  of  production 
control  for  General  Electric  in  the 
Missile  and  Space  Division.  He  also 
served  as  the  president  of  AV  Labs,  Inc. 
and  the  president  of  Contemporary 
Solutions,  Inc. 

Spiller  Milton 

This  is  a  special 
time  in  the  Milton 
family.  Together,  Dr. 

Spiller  Milton  and  his 
father,  the  late  Rev.  W. 

D.  Milton,  have  served 
the  United  Methodist 
Churches  for  100 
years.  Spiller  comes 
to  retirement  after 
seven  years  as  a  Licensed  Local  Pastor, 
one  year  as  a  member  of  the  Little  Rock 
Annual  Conference,  and  forty-two  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  He  wishes  to  express  his 
thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the  con¬ 


gregations  he  served  who  allowed  him 
to  be  a  part  of  their  lives.  There  is  no 
greater  privilege.  He  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  will  make  their  home  in 
Hammond,  Louisiana.  Their  goal  in 
retirement  is  to  enjoy  their  four  sons, 
daughters-in-law,  and  grandsons  and 
granddaughters. 

William  Douglas 
Peeples 

I'm  never  sure 
when  my  ministry 
began.  While  a 
teenager  working  with 
my  local  "MYF”  and 
the  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship  of  Ken  and  Rose 
Carithers,  or  when  I 
responded  to  Dr.  Luman  Douglas'  call 
to  preach  at  Chatham  for  the  summer 
of  '57,  or  the  years  at  Centenary  College 
and  the  work  as  Youth  Director  at  First 
Church  in  Minden  and  as  pastor  of  the 
churches  of  Summerfield,  Bethlehem, 
Evergreen  and  Pleasant  Valley,  or  when 
Fane  and  I  drove  into  Lake  Charles  for 
our  first  appointment  out  of  Seminary 
at  St.  Luke  where  the  kids  were  born, 
then  to  St.  John  in  Baton  Rouge  and  on 
to  Haynesville-Shongaloo,  Bastrop- 
Collinston,  Aldersgate  in  Slidell,  First  in 
West  Monroe,  the  few  days  on  the 
North  Shore  District,  Broadmoor  in 
Shreveport  and  then  these  last  years  in 
the  Shreveport  District  when  the  grand- 
boys  were  born.  That  was  a  long  sen¬ 
tence,  but  a  brief  and  wonderful 
moment  in  time.  Hopefully  it  begins 
fresh  each  morning. 

Samuel  D.  Reeves 
When  I  accepted 
an  invitation  to  take 
the  Houma  Heights- 
Dulac  charge  I  was 
returning  home  to  my 
roots.  The  previous 
twenty  years  I  had 
served  with  another 
denomination,  but 
my  roots  have  always  been  United 
Methodist.  I  was  baptized  in  the 
Marion  United  Methodist  Church 
where  I  attended  with  four  generations 
of  my  family.  It  was  a  joy  to  come 
home!  Serving  Houma  Heights-Dulac 
churches  proved  to  be  a  very  rewarding 
experience.  I  also  served  the  Trinity- 
John  Wesley  charges  in  New  Orleans. 
From  there  I  went  on  to  the  First  UMC 


McDonald 
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Scott-Welch 


of  Monroe,  and  then  to  the  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette.  My  final  appoint¬ 
ment  was  the  First  UMC  in  Gonzales, 
where  the  Lord  blessed  our  efforts  in  a 
growing  community  and  we  saw  the 
Church  double  its  membership.  It  has 
been  a  blessing  to  serve  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  with  the 
many  of  God's  choice  servants. 

John  R.  (Dick)  Scott- 
Welch 

John  R.  (Dick) 

Scott-Welch  met  and 
married  Melanie  Scott 
while  he  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology; 
they  were  married  in 
the  Durham  Chapel 
on  September  14, 

1974.  After  his  graduation  they  moved 
to  Louisiana  to  begin  service  in  this 
conference.  Dick  served  two  student 
appointments  in  the  North  Georgia 
Conference  and  is  presently  serving  in 
his  seventh  appointment  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  He  has  served 
as  chair  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  and  on  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Committee  on 
Ordained  Ministry.  Upon  retirement 
Dick  and  Melanie  will  be  moving  to  her 
home  in  McMinnville,  Tennessee. 

Ray  Rolon  Spiller 

Ray  Rolon  Spiller 
has  served  congrega¬ 
tions  throughout  our 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  since 
1963,  including  Holly 
Springs/Carol  Creek 
(Shreveport).  Grand 
Cane/Bethel 
(Shreveport),  Love 

Chapel  (Shreveport),  Francis  Asbury 
(Baton  Rouge),  Trout/Urania/Eden 
(Alexandria),  Reveille /Little  Creek 
(Monroe),  Many/Bayou  Scei 
(Shreveport),  Gretna  (New  Orleans), 
FUMC  Bastrop  (Monroe),  Christ  UMC 
(Shreveport),  FUMC  West  Monroe 
(Monroe),  Rayville/ Holly  Ridge 
(Monroe),  FUMC  Arcadia/Mt.  Mariah 
(Shreveport).  He  served  on  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Committee  On 
Worship  and  on  The  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  twice.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Fair 
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AWARDS 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Raymond  Christenson 


Sojourner  Truth  Award 

Rev.  Linda  Joseph 


Ordination,  from  page  / 

ordained  deacon  in  full  connection 
with  the  conference. 

Bruce  Lenal  Brown,  Sr.,  Elaine 
Melissa  Burleigh,  Shannon  Trina 
Casey,  Eunice  Chigumira,  Simon 
Chigumira,  Lysbeth  Bond  Cockrell, 
Susan  Lacy  Crouch,  Brownyl  Lance 
Eden,  Juan  Carlos  Huertas,  Mollie  Ann 


McGee,  Anice  Nichols  Moses,  Jimmy 
Lee  Owens,  Raymon  Lafayette  Owens, 
Jr.,  William  Norman  Sheffield  III  and 
Germaine  Anise  Tropez  will  be  com¬ 
missioned  as  probationary  elders. 

Nathan  Eugene  Eirmin,  Sarah 
Williams  Shoup,  Ann  Mangham 
Trousdale  and  Dawn  Buchanan 
Young  will  be  commissioned  as  pro¬ 
bationary  deacons. 


Retirees,  from  page  3 


Park  High  School  of  Shreveport, 
Centenary  College  and  Southern 
Methodist  University.  His  wife  Nancy  is 
currently  teaching  English  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University  and  together  they  have 
four  children  (Craig,  Heather,  Misty  and 
Sarah)  and  two  grandchildren  (Jordan 
and  Catherine). 

Nancy  and  Ray  plan  to  retire  to  the 
home  they  are  to  build  on  forty  acres 
near  Fort  Jessup  and  Many  in  Sabine 
Parish.  After  forty  plus  years  in  the 
ministry,  Ray  says,  “Yes,  I  guess  I'll  be  a 
farmer-a  very  small  tree  farmer-with 
'forty  acres  and  a  mule'-a  Kawasaki 
Mule.” 

Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

No  greater  gift  has 
the  Lord  given  me 
than  to  have  spent  the 
last  42  years  serving 
Him.  During  this 
time,  I  have  enjoyed 
being  a  husband, 
father  of  five  children, 
grandfather  of  four¬ 
teen,  and  great-grandfather  of  three.  I 
am  truly  blessed  to  have  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  guiding  and  teaching  these 
young  people  as  they  grow  into  maturi¬ 
ty.  I  love  the  outdoors 
and  I  enjoy  fishing, 

(even  if  I  don't  catch 
anything).  Reading  is 
a  favorite  hobby  of 
mine,  as  it  calms  the 
soul  and  educates  the 
mind.  Speaking  the 
Word  of  God  to  each 
and  everyone  I  can  is  Winbery 
a  wonderful  passion 
of  mine.  My  life  in  the  ministry  has 
been  challenging  and  rewarding.  I 
hope  to  be  spending  my  golden  years 


Sweazie 


with  my  family,  enjoying  good  health, 
peace,  and  a  humble  gratitude  for  my 
gift  of  speaking  with,  for  and  about  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Thank  you  for  the 
many  years  that  the  conference  has 
allowed  me  to  serve  and  use  my  talent. 
Thank  you  also  to  the  bishop,  cabinet 
and  the  district  superintendents  I  have 
served  with  through 
the  years. 

William  L.  (Bill) 

Youngblood 

Bill  was  born  in 
Newton,  Mississippi. 

He  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at 
Asbury  College,  a 
Bachelor  of  Divinity 
at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory 
University,  and  a  Doctor  of 
Jurisprudence  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law.  He  has 
served  pastorates  in  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  and  served  as  a  Vice 
President  and  Trust  Officer  at  banks  in 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  Since  trans¬ 
ferring  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  1992,  he  has  served  as 
Associate  Pastor,  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  as  Pastor  of  Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC  in  Opelousas  and  currently  serves 
as  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District. 

He  is  a  trained  Stephen  Ministry 
leader  and  has  participated  in  Cursillo, 
Walk  to  Emmaus,  and  Kairos  Prison 
Ministry.  He  and  his  wife,  Nanci,  have 
two  children  and  two  grandchildren. 
They  will  live  in  Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi,  near  their  grandchildren. 
Bill  will  be  available  to  the  Bishop  and 
Cabinet  to  serve  as  an  interim  pastor 
after  retirement. 
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Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize  excellence  in  smaller  churches 


The  Town  &  Country 
Award,  a  recognition  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  smaller  United 
Methodist  churches,  will  be 
given  to  10  pastors  at  the 
Awards  Luncheon  Wednesday. 

This  year's  recipients,  by 
district,  include:  Acadiana  - 
Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Calvary; 
Rev.  Charles  Hill,  St.  Paul- 
Fitzgerald-  Mt.  Zion; 
Alexandria  -  Rev.  John  Foster, 
Oakgrove;  Baton  Rouge  - 
Rev.  Louis  Jones,  Hope 
Community;  Lake  Charles  - 
Rev.  Steven  Bush,  Merryville- 
Deridder- Wesley;  Rev.  Katliy 
Howell,  Raymond-Roanoke; 
Rev.  Jamey  Lee,  Oakdale; 
Monroe  -  Rev.  Marcelle  Crow, 
Reveille;  New  Orleans  - 
Rev.  Flint  Shea,  North  Cross; 
Shreveport  -  Rev.  Lys  Cockrell, 
Doyline. 
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Shea 
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Special  issue  highlights 
apportionment  spending 

Complimentary  copies  of  the 
May  13  edition  of  the  Louisiana 
Now! are  being  distributed  at  annu¬ 
al  conference  to  all  local  churches. 
This  special  edition,  written  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  become 
dated,  includes  important  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  apportionment  dollars 
See  Special  Issue,  page  6 


Cook  Oppenheimer 

This  year’s  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarships 
are  being  awarded  to  Amber 
Oppenheimer,  a  member  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette  graduating  from 
Lafayette  High  School;  and  Emma 
Cook,  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport  graduating  from  Caddo 
Magnet  School.  Both  plan  to  attend 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


The  choir  performs  during  Sunday  night's  Memorial  Service  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 


Quick,  to  the  Bloodmobile! 

On  Wednesday,  1 0  a.m-2  p.m.  at  the  Gold  Dome, 
a  Red  Cross  Bloodmobile  will  take  blood  and  offer 
blood  pressure  checks  and  cholesterol  checks. 


AWARDS 

Flame  and  Torch  Award 

Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 


Flame  and  Torch  Award 

Rev.  David  Carlton 


Flame  and  Torch  Award 

Rev.  Joe  Hoover 


Louisiana  Right  * NtJiftl 
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Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  looks  on  as  Rev.  Abraham  Davis  delivers  the 
sermon  during  Sunday  night's  Memorial  Service  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Special  Issue,  from  page  5 


are  budgeted  and  expended. 

Pastors,  this  tool  can  help  explain  to 
your  congregation  where  their  money 
is  going  after  they  put  it  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  plate. 

A  specific  number  of  free  copies  of 
this  special  edition  are  waiting  for  you 
in  the  Conference  Office  located  in  the 
back  of  the  Gold  Dome. 

Please  come  by,  or  send  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  your  church,  to  pick  up  your  free 

Agenda,  from  page  7 

3:15  p.m.-  4:30  p.m.  Report  of  the 

Conference  Center  Board 
of  Trustees 

Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  Task  Force 
Greetings  from  Sager- 
Brown/UMCOR  Depot 
Announcement  regarding 


copies.  Once  you  get  them  home,  be 
sure  that  these  are  distributed  after 
worship  services,  or  in  the  best  manner 
to  get  them  in  the  hands  of  your  con¬ 
gregation. 

Please  don't  leave  annual  confer¬ 
ence  without  your  copies,  and  don't 
forget  to  distribute  them  once  you  get 
home.  This  valuable  tool  can  be  a  great 
help  with  stewardship  and  overall  com¬ 
munication. 

Russia  Seminary  and 

Offering 

Announcements 

4:30  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m.  Dinner  Break 

Alumni  Dinners 

7:00  p.m.  -  7:30  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music  -  FUMC, 

Shreveport 

7:30  p.m.  Service  of  Ordination  & 

Commissioning 
(Reception  to  follow  in 
Bain  Hall) 
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Annual  Conference  2005 


'Prevenient  Grace — God's  Whisper  In  Our  Heart'  this  year's  theme 


More  than  1000  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  state  gathered  in 
Shreveport  for  the  2005  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

"Prevenient  Grace — God’s  Whisper 
In  Our  Heart"  served  as  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  event,  held  at  Centenary 
College.  This  year’s  theme  centering 
on  Prevenient  grace  is  the  first  of  four 
over  the  next  quadrennium  focusing 
on  John  Wesley’s  approach  to  God’s 


grace.  Using  the  overall  concept  of 
“Grace— And  Can  It  Be,”  the  following 
three  years  will  continue  this  theme  by 
focusing  on  Justifying  grace  (2006), 
Rebirth  (2007),  and  Sanctifying  grace 
(2008). 

Addressing  the  theme  throughout, 
Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  served  as 
keynote  speaker  and  Bible  study 
leader  for  the  event.  A  highlight  of  this 
year’s  annual  conference  was  Carder’s 


preaching  Monday  night  at  a  tradi¬ 
tional,  outdoor  Camp  Meeting —  a 
new  event  for  annual  conference. 

Carder,  the  bishop  in  residence  for 
Duke  Divinity  School,  most  recently 
served  as  Episcopal  leader  of  the 
Mississippi  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  after  serving  the 
Nashville  Area  for  eight  years. 

See  Conference,  page  2 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  above,  delivers 
his  episcopal  address, “On  a  Sea  Cruise,"  to 
the  delegates  at  the  2005  Annual  Conference 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  top. 
Right:  Rev.  Willie  Jackson  leads  the  music  for 
the  opening  processional. 
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Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  led  the 
2005  La.  Annual  Conference  and  serve 
as  preacher  at  the  Tuesday  evening  serv¬ 
ice  of  Ordination  and  Commissioning, 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  His  sermon  was  entitled 
"Bragging  Rights.” 

Bishop  Hutchinson  also  delivered  an 
Episcopal  Address  on  Monday  morning 
after  the  convening  of  the  2005  session 
of  annual  conference.  The  audience  was 
delighted  to  see  their  Episcopal  leader 
sporting  a  sailing  cap  as  he  delivered  die 
address  entitled  “On  a  Sea  Cruise." 

Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  pastor  of  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  led  this  year’s 
Memorial/Communion  Service  on 
Sunday  evening  at  First  UMC.  Eleven 
clergy  and  1 7  clergy  spouses  were 
memorialized. 

Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  announced  a  gain  of 
213  conference  members  from  2003  to 
2004  during  the  Statistician's  Report. 

Michael  Reeves,  CEO  and  president 
of  the  La.  United  Methodist  Foundation, 


reported  assets  growth  from  $67  million 
to  $92  million  over  a  two  year  period. 

The  Board  of  Laity  proposed  two  by¬ 
laws  changes  during  the  laity  session. 
One  proposal  revised  the  by-laws  of  the 
Board  of  Laity,  and  the  second  revised 
the  by-laws  of  the  1000  Club.  Both  were 
passed. 

Eight  amendments  to  the  United 
Methodist  Constitution  were  considered 
by  Conference  members.  These  amend¬ 
ments  were  considered  and  approved  by 
the  2004  General  Conference.  Other 
highlights  for  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  include:  the  Passing  of  the 
Mantle,  celebrating  the  ministries  of  the 
retirees  and  their  spouses  along  with 
welcoming  those  to  be  commissioned, 
consecrated  and  ordained  for  ministry; 
an  awards  luncheon,  honoring  the  many 
persons  who  have  excelled  in  leadership 
on  behalf  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ; 
a  celebration  of  the  30th  anniversary  of 
Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers;  and  a  Lilly  Grant  progress 
report. 


Three  special  offerings  collected 


Three  special  offerings  benefiting  four 
different  causes  were  collected  during 
worship  services  at  the  2005  La.  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport,  June  5-8. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief's  ministry  to  the  impoverished  in 
Sudan,  Africa  and  In.  Annual 
Conference  Hispanic  Ministries  were  the 
co-recipients  of  the  special  offering 
made  at  the  traditional  Camp  Meeting, 
held  Monday  June  6  at  Centenary 
College. 

Gwen  Redding,  director  of  UMCOR 
Sager- Brown,  recently  termed  the  devas¬ 
tation  and  poverty  in  the  Sudan  as  the 
worst  disaster  in  our  world's  history. 
"Millions  of  children  are  being  orphaned 
by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  They  are  living  in 
camps,  with  children  trying  to  raise  their 
younger  siblings,"  she  stated  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  describe  the  dire  conditions. 


UMCOR  now  has  official  license  to 
enter  these  desperate  areas  to  offer  aid 
and  resources  to  the  needy.  "After  fight¬ 
ing  so  much  red  tape,  we  can  finally  get 
in  there  and  make  a  difference,"  said 
Redding. 

Hispanic  Ministries,  based  out  of  El 
Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kenner,  continues  to  grow  almost  16 
years  after  its  inception.  Weekly  worship 
in  Spanish,  radio  broadcasts  on  a  local 
Spanish  radio  station,  GED  classes,  com¬ 
munity  programs,  a  thriving  youth  min¬ 
istry  and  active  Sunday  School  classes 
and  church  groups  are  just  a  small  meas¬ 
ure  of  the  importance  of  this  unique 
ministry  to  an  ever  growing  population. 

"We  keep  expanding  our  outreach, 
but  we  can  do  so  much  more  with  these 
additional  resources,"  said  Rev.  Sam 
Calvo,  pastor  of  El  Mesias  UMC. 


Church  members  urge  action  on  Sudan 


Annual  Conference  2005 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  top,  delivers  the  report  of  the  Episcopacy  Committee  and 
introduces  Kay  Hutchinson  as  Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  Dr.  Anita  Crump  and 
Provost  Don  Cottrill  look  on.  Youth  delegates  Amy  Baldwin,  Nik  Belanger, 
Amelia  Bodin,  Dustin  Howe,  Beth  Anderson,  Lauren  Gross  and  Hope  Telifero  fol¬ 
low  the  proceedings,  above. 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS) -United 
Methodists  are  among  the  signers  of  an 
open  letter  to  President  Bush  on  Darfur, 
asking  for  specific  steps  to  stop  genocide 
in  the  Sudan. 

The  letter,  signed  by  representatives  of 
80  national  organizations,  was  released 
during  a  May  24  press  briefing  by  Africa 
Action.  Salih  Booker,  executive  director 
of  Africa  Action,  noted  that  President 
Bush  has  recognized  the  issue  of  geno¬ 
cide  but  that  the  need  for  immediate 
action  remains. 

Urgent  international  intervention  to 
support  the  African  Union's  mission  in 
Darfur  is  required  to  stop  the  killing  and 
provide  security  for  millions  of  internally 
displaced  people;  facilitate  the  urgent 
delivery  of  humanitarian  assistance; 
enforce  the  cease-fire  in  place  between 
government  forces  and  rebel  groups;  and 
provide  for  the  voluntary  return  of  dis¬ 
placed  persons,  the  letter  states. 

The  letter  calls  on  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration  to  work  through  the  United 
Nations  to  achieve  a  stronger  civilian 
protection  mandate  for  the  African 


Union  mission  and  to  assemble  a  broad¬ 
er  international  force. 

"Up  to  400,000  people  have  lost  their 
lives  in  Darfur  since  the  government- 
sponsored  genocide  began  in  2003,"  the 
letter  states. 

"More  than  2.5  million  people  have 
been  displaced,  their  livelihoods  and  vil¬ 
lages  destroyed  by  government  forces 
and  their  proxy  militias,  and  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  women  and  girls  have  been 
raped  by  these  forces. 

"Recent  reports  confirm  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment-sponsored  violence  continues 
in  Darfur,  and  that  the  security  situation 
is  deteriorating. 

“The  humanitarian  crisis  that  forms 
part  of  the  genocide  is  escalating,  as  the 
government  of  Sudan  continues  to 
obstruct  humanitarian  operations,  creat¬ 
ing  famine  conditions  for  millions  of  vul¬ 
nerable  people." 

In  a  separate  statement,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  of 
Mississippi  also  called  on  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  to  take  a  stronger  stand  against 
genocide  in  Darfur. 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
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527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Twenty-four  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholars  honored  at  Conference 


Twenty-four  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarships  have  been 
awarded  for  the  2005-06  school  year 
because  of  the  excellent  job  done  by 
the  districts  in  raising  money  for  the 
fund.  The  recipients  are  listed  by  dis¬ 
trict,  along  with  the  school  each  is 
attending. 

Acadiana 

Sara  Carpenter  -  Centenary 
Debra  Elson  -  Centenary 
Amber  Oppenheimer  - 
Centenary 

Ranelle  Skipper  -  Dillard 

Alexandria 

Darrius  Hills  -  Centenary 

Baton  Rouge 

Elizabeth  Sweetman  - 
Centenary 

Lake  Charles 

Whitney  Handy  -  Dillard 
Latoya  Lewis  -  Dillard 

Monroe 

William  Jesse  Booth  -  Centenary 
Halley  Grantham  -  Centenary 
Olivia  Hamilton  -  Centenary 
Andrew  Roach  -  Centenary 
Deneyelle  Wilson  -  Dillard 
New  Orleans 
Carrie  Weber  -  Centenary 
Nikia  Yvette  Childers  -  Dillard 
Bradley  Johnson  -  Dillard 
Monica  Sangster-  Dillard 
Laurence  Gaines  -  Dillard 
Shreveport 

Emma  Cook  -  Centenary 
Danielle  Dupree  -  Centenary 
Amanda  Haacker  -  Centenary 
Whitney  Jackson  -  Centenary 
Leo  Kacenjar  -  Centenary 
Erin  Marshall  -  Centenary 


Carpenter  Elson 


Oppenheimer 


Photo 

Unavailable 


Skipper  Hills 


Sweetman 


Handy  Lewis 
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Grantham 
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Wilson 


Weber 


Childers 


Johnson 


Sangster 


Gaines 


Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize  excellence  in  smaller  churches 


The  Town  &  Country 
Award,  a  recognition  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  smaller  United 
Methodist  churches,  was 
given  to  10  pastors  at  the 
Awards  Luncheon  June  8. 

This  year’s  recipients,  by 
district,  include:  Acadiana  - 
Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Calvary; 
Rev.  Charles  Hill,  St.  Paul- 
Fitzgerald-  Mt.  Zion; 
Alexandria  -  Rev.  John  Foster, 
Oakgrove;  Baton  Rouge  - 
Rev.  Louis  Jones,  Hope 
Community;  Lake  Charles  - 
Rev.  Steven  Bush,  Merryville- 
Deridder- Wesley;  Rev.  Kathy 
Howell,  Raymond-Roanoke; 
Rev.  Jamey  Lee,  Oakdale; 
Monroe  -  Rev.  Marcelle  Crow, 
Reveille;  New  Orleans  - 
Rev.  Flint  Shea,  North  Cross; 
Shreveport  -  Rev.  Lys  Cockrell, 
Doyline. 
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Cook  Oppenheimer 

This  year’s  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarships 
are  being  awarded  to  Amber 
Oppenheimer,  a  member  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette  graduating  from 
Lafayette  High  School;  and  Emma 
Cook,  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport  graduating  from  Caddo 
Magnet  School.  Both  plan  to  attend 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
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Minority  fellowship  awarded 
to  Southern  University  student 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-United 
Methodist  Communications'  first  racial- 
ethnic  minority  fellow  will  push  the  fel¬ 
lowship  experience  to  another  level 
when  he  mentors  the  2005-06  recipient 
in  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference. 

Byron  S.  Minor,  a  mass  communica¬ 
tions  graduate  of  Southern  University 
A&M,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  has  been  cho¬ 
sen  as  the  eighth  recipient  of  the  Judith 
Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Fellowship.  The  fellowship  provides  a 
year  of  working  with  an  experienced 
director  of  communications  in  one  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church's  U.S. 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

Larry  Hygh  Jr.,  the  first  fellow  of  the  8- 
year-old  program  and  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  California- Pacific 
Conference,  will  mentor  Minor  in  video, 
electronic  media,  print,  broadcast  and 
public  relations.  He  also  will  have 
opportunities  to  explore  religion  com¬ 
munications  in  varied  settings,  such  as 
through  the  United  Methodist 


Association  of  Communicators,  the 
Religious  Communications  Council  and 
other  organizations. 

Minor  will  work  in  the  California- 
Pacific  Conference  July  1-June  30,  receiv¬ 
ing  a  $30,000  stipend  for  the  year.  "We 
feel  honored  to  be  the  first  annual  con¬ 
ference  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction  to 
host  this  fellowship,"  Hygh  said. 

UMCom  developed  the  fellowship  in 
1998  to  encourage  people  of  ethnic 
minority  background  to  consider  reli¬ 
gion  communications  as  a  career.  The  63 
U.S.  annual  conferences  have  fewer  than 
10  conference  communicators  of  ethnic 
minority  heritage  in  leadership  posi¬ 
tions.  The  fellowship  was  named  for  the 
Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman,  its  founder  and 
a  former  top  staff  executive  of  UMCom, 
who  died  in  2000. 

"It  was  Judith  Weidman's  dream  that 
these  scholarships  would  encourage 
qualified  individuals  not  only  to  enter 
into  communications  careers  in  the 
church,  but  also  bring  inclusiveness  and 
diversity  to  the  church.” 


July  8-10,  2005 
Friday,  5:00  p.m.  until  Sunday,  Noon 
Louisiana  Conference  Center 
Woodworth 

Open  to  college-age  and  above 

Featuring: 

Bishop  Woodie  White,  Retreat  Leader 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University 

and 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Louisiana  Area 

What  is  God's  plan  for  my  life? 

What  would  a  call  to  ministry  mean  to  my  future ? 
What  are  my  seminary  choices? 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  offers  a  program  de¬ 
signed  for  each  person  who  is  asking  questions  about  a  possible 
call  into  ministry.  The  Discerners  Academy  gives  participants 
opportunities  to  experience  what  a  seminary  class  might  be 
like,  as  well  as  learn  about  our  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Each  session  costs  $25  for  students  and  $75  for  adults/employed. 
Discerners  who  choose  to  register  online  may  do  so  as  follows: 
www.la-umc.org>  Ministries>  The  Call > 

Discerners  Academy>  Register  Online. 

(Add  $2  to  the  fee  if  registering  online.) 

For  additional  information,  contact: 

Carole  Cotton  Winn  Linda  Gregg 

985-639-9531  or  225-346-1646,  Ext.  224 

cottonwinn@bellsouth.net  Igregg3  @  bellsouth.net 


AWARDS 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Raymond  Christenson 


Sojourner  Truth  Award 

Rev.  Linda  Joseph 


J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr. 
Award  for  Preaching 

Rev.  Andy  Hurst 


Sarah  Schoeffler  Award 

Susie  Lassiter 


UMW  Award 

Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 


Ethnic  Internship 

Laura  Ujereh,  daughter  of  Karen  and 
Sebastian  Ujereh,  has  been  awarded 
an  ethnic  internship  from  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Karen  and 
Sebastian  are  GBGM  missionaries  to 
the  West  African  nation  of  Senegal, 
and  Karen  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans. 
The  internship  will  be  in  Washington 
D.C.this  summer  working  on  missional 
initiatives  with  the  United  States 
Congress.  Ujereh,  a  student  at 
Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville,  is 
one  of  10  young  adults  chosen  from 
throughout  the  nation  to  receive  this 
honor. 
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Appointments  2005-2006 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Roger  D.  Lathan 

4 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island 

John  L.Vining 

9 

Baldwin, Trinity 

(Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr.  _  PL)  6 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James-Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter 

(Elva  Jacobs  _  PL) 

4 

Berwick,  First 

(M.  Amanda  Carpenter  FL)  1 

Clanton  Chapel 

(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret_  PL)  17 

Donaldsonville,  First-Lutcher 
Franklin: 

(Barbara  J.  Beaumont  _ 

PL)  5 

Asbury 

(Darrel  W.  Briggs,  Sr.  _  PL)  5 

First-McGowen 

Steven  J.  Porter 

4 

Grand  River 

Houma: 

(Earline  T.  Guidry  _  PL) 

2 

Bayou  Blue 

James  W.  Barrett,  Jr. 

4 

Associate 

(Milton  E.Bourgue,  Jr._ 

PL)  1 

First 

Barry  Hoekstra 

4 

Wesley-Vacherie 

(Terry  A.  Lindsey  _  PL) 

4 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion 

(Charles  E.  Hill  _  PL) 

2 

St.  Peter-Mallalieu 

Lafayette: 

Erica  R.  Jenkins 

7 

Asbury 

T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr. 

8 

Associate 

(C.  Ann  Sutton) 

7 

Associate 

Ira  M.  Robinson  RM 

11 

Associate 

(David  L.  Bricker  FL) 

3 

Covenant 

Willis  W.  Dear 

4 

Faith  Community 

John  A.  Cannon 

4 

First 

Timothy  J.  Neustifter 

2 

Immanuel 

(Clifton  C. Conrad, Sr._  PL)  3 

Northwood 

(L.  Wayne  Howington) 

3 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel-New  Roads,  St.  Paul 

(Inita  L.  Smith  _  PL) 

2 

Lutcher  Chapel 

(Sonya  Renee  Lars  _  PL)  3 

Lydia 

(Robert  W.  Cormier  _  PL)  15 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter-Shiloh 

(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  _  1 

PL)  1 

Mathews,  Memorial 

Peggy  B.  Foreman 

5 

Melville-Palmetto 

Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RE  8 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel 

Rebecca  D. Conner 

3 

Walmsley-Mason 

(Dan  Washington,  Jr.  RL)  17 

Mt.  Vernon 

(Joseph  Holland,  Sr.  _PL)4 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Wood  lawn 
New  Iberia: 

i  (Albert  Holland  _  PL) 

27 

First 

Scott  T.  Bullock 

5 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 
Opelousas: 

T.B.S. 

Louisiana  Memorial 

K.Dale  Hensarling 

6 

St.  Mark 

Russell  L.  Jones 

5 

Patterson 

(Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  FL)  1 

Plaquemine: 

First 

Stephen  C.  Fleming 

5 

Hurst-St.  Luke 

(Thomas  A.  Wesley  _  PL)  22 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Memorial 

(RobertD.  Clark  _  PL) 

4 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell 

(Ulysse  Stephens  RA) 

12 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First 
Thibodaux: 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

1 

Calvary  , 

T.B.S. 

First 

J.  Penn  Morgan 

2 

Magnolia 

(Madeline  Mitchell  _  PL)  4 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James 

(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  _ 

PL)  8 

Wiley-Green  Chapel 

Laurence  E.  Hall  RM 

2 

ALEXANDRIA 

DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley 

1 

First 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

3 

Minister  of  Discipleship 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD 

3 

Horseshoe  Drive 

R.  Don  Ross  8 

Associate 

Juan  Carlos  Huertas  PE 

1 

Newman 

Derrick  D.  Hills 

4 

St.  Mark's 

T.B.S. 

Trinity-Hineston,  Fellowship 

Erin  J.  Oliver  PE 

2 

Wilton 

(Jason  W.  Jacob  _  PL) 

4 

Beulah 

(Stephanie  T.  Kidd  _  PL) 

2 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Union 

(Dianne  Allen  Jones  _  PL)  6 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem.-Trinity- 

White's  Chap. 

Joe  A.  Hoover 

3 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice 

(Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.  RA) 

2 

St  Paul-Mt.Zion 

T.B.S. 

Cheneyville,  St.  Paul 

(Mary  L.  Jones  _  PL) 

2 

Colfax 

(Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL)  3 

Couley-Sanders  Chapel 

(Thomas  G.  May  _  PL) 

5 

Evergreen 

Robbie  W.  Strong  _  OE 

3 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  PE 

1 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First 

(William  K.  McDonald  RL)  8 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

6 

Jonesville-Harrisonburg 

(David  C.  Carlton  FL) 

7 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  (Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) 

5 

Many 

C.  Frances  Hooton 

2 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

(Franklin  R.  Pennington 

FL)  3 

Melder,  St.  Mark's 

T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 

(James  R.  Walker  _  PL) 

7 

Natchitoches: 


Asbury-Emmanuel 

James  A.  Graham 

18 

First 

Donald  R.  Avery 

1 

Associate 

James  M.  Poole  RM 

11 

Northwestern  Campus  Min.-College  Ave. 

(Ellis  E.  Newman  FL) 

5 

Oak  Grove-Provencal 

John  R.  Foster  _  OF 

5 

Olla-Urania 

(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 

3 

Palestine 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

7 

Pineville: 

First 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

4 

Associate 

Lamar  C.  Oliver 

2 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 

Gary  L.Van  Horn  RM 

1 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 

(James  E.  Ray,  Sr._  PL) 

12 

Pollock-Liberty 

Eddie  Carpenter  _  OF 

4 

Strange  T.B.S. 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 

John  R.  Johns  RM 

6 

Vidalia 

Barry  D.  Dennis  _  OF 

4 

Weaver-Atlanta 

T.B.S. 

Winnfield 

Timothy  E.  Lawson 

4 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

Larry  G.  Miller 

1 

Amite-lndependence 

Brady  S.Whitton 

1 

Baker: 

Blackwater 

William  H.  Willis,  Sr. 

1 

First-Pride,  Bethel 

E.  Eugene  Rives,  Jr. 

2 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Cliff  C  Wright,  Jr. 

1 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 

Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

IS 

Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Missions 

Amy  K.  Mercer  FD 

6 

Minister  of  Program 

Charles  R.  Langford 

4 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  Resident  Min 

Lusinda  M.  Warren  _  FD  4 

Camphor  Memorial 

Darlene  A.  Moore 

4 

First 

Christopher  H.  Andrews  17 

Associate 

Irvin  J.  Boudreaux  PE 

1 

Associate 

Jan  C.  Holloway 

7 

Francis  Asbury 

W.  Odell  Simmons  RM 

4 

Hope  Community 

(H.  Louis  Jones  _  PL) 

4 

Minister  of  Education 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin  _  FD  3 

Hughes  Memorial-Watson,  Andrew  Chapel 

(Willie  Laws) 

4 

Ingleside 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

3 

Jefferson 

Douglas  M.  Baker 

3 

Associate 

Stephen  Dale  Berger  OF  2 

Jordan 

T.B.S. 

Neely 

Arnold  V.  Brown 

14 

Minister  of  Education 

Linda  A.  Joseph  _  PD 

3 

St.  Andrew's 

Larry  D.  O'Dell 

2 

St.  John's 

William  L.  Youngblood  RM  1 

Associate 

(Elizabeth  A.  Wyatt) 

10 

St.  Luke's-St.  Paul's 

(Kimbra  H.  Hammett  _  1 

PL)  3 

St.  Mark 

Joseph  D.  Awotwi 

6 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

1  Steven  M.  Spurlock 

1 

Associate/LSU  Campus  Ministry 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

6 

Associate 

Shannon  T.  Casey  PE 

1 

Wesley 

E.  Andrew  Goff 

7 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek 

Robert  E.  Townsend 

1 

Mt.  Zion 

(Karlene  M.  Crawford  _ 

PL)  2 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel 

(Cherless  H.  Miller,  Jr._  1 

3L)  4 

Convent,  St.  James 

(Gaynell  B.  Simon  _  PL) 

9 

Day's-Center-Darlington 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 

9 

Deerford 

(Linda  M.  Hagan  _  PL) 

1 

Denham  Springs: 

First 

Wybra  J.  Price,  II 

S 

Associate 

(Russell  S.CIunan  _  PL) 

1 

Minister  of  Youth  &  Mission 

Sarah  W.  Shoup  PD 

1 

Roberts-St.  Luke 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

8 

Ethel,  St.  Paul 

S.  Charles  Byrd  RE 

4 

Galvez,  Carpenter's  Chapel 

William  Paul  Minyard  OF 5 

Gonzales: 

First 

Gary  Don  Willis 

6 

Associate 

(Veronica  K.  Pritchard  _ 

PL)  3 

St.  Landry 

(Diane  L.  Bentley  _  PL) 

2 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 

(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) 

1 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 

Michael  L.  Hammett 

4 

Hammond,  First 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

1 

Huff  Chapel 

William  M.  Jacocks  RM 

1 

Jackson-Ethel 

David  J.  Sheehan 

6 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 

(Percy  M.  Frazier  RA) 

4 

Livingston 

(Richard  W.  Davis  _  PL) 

7 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 

Lords  M.  Wimberly 

1 

Pine  Grove-  Nesom  Memorial 

(E.  Rand  Guy  RL) 

5 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 

(James  W.  Reid) 

1 

Ponchatoula: 

First 

Robert  L.  Deich 

8 

Wesley  Chapel-James  Chapel-Lee's  Landing 

(Mark  A.  Lubbock  _  PL) 

5 

Port  Allen,  Scott-S.U.  Wesley  Foundation 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

3 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 

(J.  Derek  Reese  _  PL) 

4 

Minister  of  Reconciliation 

Cathy  Joy  Arends  _  PD 

2 

St.  Amant: 

Faithful 

Elaine  M.  Burleigh  PE 

1 

New  River 

( W.  Madison  Turner,  Sr. 

_  PL)  : 

St.  Francisville 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

1 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

(Betty  A.  McCarver  PL)  1 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 

T.B.S. 

Springfield: 

First-Wesley  Fdn.,SLU 

(Emile  E.Tosso,  III  FL) 

1 

St.  James 

(Jerry  C.  Edwards  _  PL) 

5 

Tunica 

(Danny  R.  Bergeron  _  PL)4 

Walker: 


First-Mangum  Chapel 

James  B.  Moore  PE 

4 

Friendship-Corbin-Montpelier 

(Lewis  M.Morris,Jr._  PL)  16 

Watson,  Live  Oak 

(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

10 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 

(Demetric  L.  Slaughter 

_  PL) 

Zachary: 

First 

Gregory  R.  Davis 

3 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove 

(Glorious  M.  Wright  _  PL)4 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

M.  Douglas  Ezell 

6 

Basile 

(Randall  W.  Dailey  _  PL) 

2 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

4 

Church  Point-Crowley,  Wesley 

(Truman  P.  Stagg  _  PL) 

5 

Crowley,  First 

W.  Mark  Strickland 

1 

Associate 

(Virginia  Cutrer  _  PL) 

2 

DeQuincy 

Richard  O. Teeter 

4 

DeRidder,  First 

Jon  E.Tellifero 

9 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Charles  L  Floyd,  Jr.  _ 

5 

Eunice,  First-Iota 

Carolyn  B.Volentine 

2 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

(Raymond  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL)  4 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

3 

Haskin  Chapel 

(Roy  A.  Jefferson  _  PL) 

2 

Holly  Grove  T.B.S. 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S.Theriot  _  PL) 

10 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

(LJohn  Locascio  FL) 

3 

Iowa 

David  R.  DeWitt 

13 

Jennings 

Joshua  D.Milliron 

1 

Kinder-0  berlin-Elton 

Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 

2 

Lake  Arthur 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  _  PL) 

7 

Lake  Charles: 

First 

Douglas  B.deGraffenried  7 

Associate 

Lisa  LTurnbull 

1 

Associate 

(Louis  G.  Blankenbaker 

_  PL) 

Oak  Park-Fairview 

Roger  H.Templeton 

5 

St.Luke-Simpson 

Karl  S.  Klaus  4 

University 

Michael  D.  McLaurin 

5 

Warren 

Simon  Chigumira  PE 

2 

Leesville: 

First 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

2 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia 

(Robert  M.Eckerle,  Jr.  _  PL)  1: 

Associate 

(Lee  Eckerle  _  PL) 

6 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 

(Steven  W.  Bush  _  PL) 

3 

Moss  Bluff 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 

1 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 

Jamey  D.  Lee  PE 

3 

Raymond-Roanoke 

Katherine  G.  Howell  PE 

2 

Squyres 

William  N.  Sheffield,  III  PE  1 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

4 

Associate 

Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

14 

Associate 

Heather  H.  Leyland  PE 

1 

Maplewood 

John  M. Higginbotham,. 

Jr.  5 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Leon  A.  Boggs 

13 

Sweetlake 

Wayne  G.  Taylor 

9 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 

Jerry  L  Johnson  PE 

10 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Mark  J.  Goins 

5 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 

Eunice  Chigumira  PE 

2 

Westlake 

Elizabeth  M.  Northen 

1 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

1 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

T.B.S. 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Gerald  R.Crise  _  SP) 

1 

Baskin 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  _  PL) 

5 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 

5 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

(Newton  M.  Home,  Jr.) 

3 

Mt.  Olive 

(Marcus  M.  Gaut  _  PL) 

2 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF 

5 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 

Howard  B.  Childs  RM 

6 

Chatham-Conford 

T.B.S. 

Choudrant 

(Linda  E.  Sabin  _  PL) 

1 

Columbia-Hebert 

(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

6 

Crew  Lake-Mangham 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL)  3 

Delhi-Crowville 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

2 

Douglas 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

2 

Downsville-Bethel 

(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

6 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 

(Christan  L  Thomas  FL) 

1 

Epps-Pioneer 

(Jacqueline  E.  Collins  _  PL)  2 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros 

Jack  D.  Phelps  RM 

1 

Farmerville 

(John  G.  Hankins) 

8 

Grayson 

Howard  L  Hudson,  Jr.  RM  6 

Indian  Village 

T.B.S. 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 

(Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) 

1 

Co-Pastor 

(Letty  L.  Strawbridge  _  PL)  1 

Lake  Providence 

(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

4 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel 

(John  R.  Kavanaugh,  Jr._ 

SP) 

Memorial-Salem 

Ross  W.  Genger  PE 

3 

Monroe: 

First 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

11 

Associate 

Terry  A.  Love 

11 

Associate 

(JoAnn  Sims  _  PL) 

1 

Minister  of  Music 

Kern  F.  Alexander  FD 

6 

Hope 

(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  _  PL)  2 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Weldon  C.  Bares 

6 

Minister  of  Music 

(Betty  L.  Swanson  _  PL) 

5 

See  Appointments,  page  6 
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Minister  of  Visitation 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

14 

Memorial 

Paul  E.  Sabin 

1 

Reveille-Union 

(Marcelle  F.Crow  PL) 

2 

St.  James 

T.B.S. 

St.  Mark's 

Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  PE 

1 

St.  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

7 

St.  Paul's 

Richard  H. Humphries 

7 

Associate 

Nancy  E.  Wofford 

3 

Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

T.B.S. 

Mount  Zion-Beulah 

(Wanda  S.Cosentino  FL) 

1 

Newellton 

T.B.S. 

Oak  Grove-Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 

Byron  W.  Putnam 

3 

Quitman-Clay 

(Gwendolyn  M.  Hoyt  FL) 

3 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

Ruston: 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

1 

Grace 

A.  Wayne  Evans 

4 

Trinity 

Fred  B.Wideman 

11 

Associate 

Andy  R.  Hurst 

6 

Associate 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

27 

Associate 

(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

5 

Associate 

Joseph  Zhong  Guo  PE 

2 

Associate 

Connie  Breaux  _  FD 

3 

Minister  of  Music 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 

13 

Wesley  Chapel 

Dalton  R.Shovan  RE 

2 

St.  Andrew's-Oak  Ridge 

Donald  L.  Wilkinson 

3 

St.  Joseph 

Jonathan  S.  King 

3 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

(Sonia  D.  Gee_  PL) 

2 

Sicily  Island-Gilbert 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

3 

Simsboro,  Antioch 

(Reginald  D. Colvin  _  PL)  4 

Tallulah 

West  Monroe: 

Jean  M.  Foreman  PE 

1 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

Monica  G.  Monk  PE 

1 

Claiborne- Wilhite 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 

3 

Faith 

Jimmy  L.  Owens  PE 

1 

First 

Ricky  L.  Willis 

1 

Associate 

(Lucie  M.  Krestensen  _  PL)  1 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

9 

Winnsboro 

William  A.  Moon,  III 

6 

Wisner 

(Frances  I.Guy  _  PL) 

6 

Felicity 

(Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL) 

17 

First 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

8 

First  Street 

Brownyl  Lance  Eden  PE 

1 

Grace 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  _ 

PL)  8 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas 

Anice  N.  Moses  PE 

1 

Haven  Trinity 

Davis  W.  Clark 

5 

Jefferson-Tulane  Wesley  Foundation 

Maximilian  O.  Zehner  PE  3 

John  Wesley 

Helena  Wright-Butler  RM  6 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Barbara  M.  Hamilton  _  FD  6 

Korean 

Hyunsu  Lee  OE 

2 

LaHarpe-Thompson 

William  L.  Jones,  Sr. 

15 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.Hingle,  III 

7 

Mount  Zion 

Victor  T.  McCullough 

8 

Associate 

(Yvonne  P.  Dayries  _  PL) 

4 

Napoleon  Avenue-Peck 

Connie  M.Thomas  _  OE 

2 

Peoples 

(Constance  R.  Saizon  _  PL)  5 

Philips  Memorial-Williams 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

3 

Rayne  Memorial 

Carol  S.Winn  Crawford 

3 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Carol  L.Sherer  FD 

10 

Ross 

(Isaac  J.  Belonga  _  PL) 

2 

St.  Luke's 

Darryl  A.Tate 

3 

St.  Mark's 

(Anita  C.  Dinwiddie  _  PL)  1 

St.  Paul's 

(Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) 

2 

St.  Philip 

(Leslie  M.Taylor,  Sr.  _  PL)  8 

Trinity  of  Gentilly-Hahnville,  St.  James 

(Joseph  R.  Wilson  FL) 

5 

Wesley 

T.B.S. 

Pearl  River 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

6 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Marie  P.  Williams 

1 

Associate 

John  N.  Williams 

1 

Associate 

William  E.Thiele,  Jr.  _  OF  2 

First 

Jerry  G.Hilbun 

5 

Associate 

(Pattye  D.  Hewitt  _  PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Allan  W.  Anderson  _  PL)  10 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Carolyn  0.  Foster  FD 

12 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 

(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

4 

Sun 

T.B.S. 

Varnado 

Ester  L.  Hammond  RM 

12 

Waldheim 

(Chris  S.Fryou  _  PL) 

1 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

1 

Associate 

Mark  R.  Martin 

1 

Associate 

(Kathy  S.  Wafer  FL) 

4 

Associate 

Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 

7 

Christ 

J.Thomas  Logan 

2 

Associate 

Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

2 

Ellerbe  Road 

(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

5 

Fairfield-Faith 

(Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr.  FL) 

17 

First 

R.  Pat  Day  1 3 

Associate 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

4 

Associate 

William  F.  Mayo  RM 

20 

Minister  of  Music 

(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 

34 

Scholar  in  Residence 

Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

13 

Minister  of  Sr.  Spiritual  Life  &  Women's  Ministry 

Regina  L.Wren  _  FD 

8 

Minister  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 

8 

Grace  Community 

Robert  A.  Weber 

14 

Associate 

SioneTu'uta 

4 

Associate 

(Richard  P. Varner  _  PL) 

3 

Associate 

(Christopher  B.  Williams 

_  PL) 

Associate 

(Stacy  E.  Hood  _  PL) 

2 

Lakeview 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 

1 

Mangum 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

3 

Morningside 

H.  Elizabeth  LoveTu'uta 

3 

Noel 

David  F.  Fortuna 

3 

Associate 

David  R.  Melville,  Jr.  PE 

2 

North  Highlands 

John  G.Deschner 

1 

Associate 

(Thomas  E.Dungan  _  PL)  3 

Northpoint 

S.  Brian  Yeich 

3 

Round  Grove 

(Donny  R.  Nedd  _  PL) 

9 

St.  James 

Willie  L.  Henry 

1- 

St.  Luke's 

Joseph  M.  Donakey 

4 

St.  Paul 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

6 

Summer  Grove 

Robert  G.  Rowland 

1 

Sibley 

(Milton  K.  Geltz  _  PL) 

1 

Springhill 

Burton  F.  Blair 

4 

Vivian 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

1 

Whitehall 

Terral  T.  Lowe  RM 

3 

Zwolle-8ayou  Scie 

Richard  C.  Hooton 

2 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


District  Superintendent 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 

8 

District  Superintendent 

Douglas  L.  Cain 

1 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel-Live  Oak 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

1 

Terrence  S.  August 

1 

Associate 

Steven  R.  Kelly  _ 

1 

Belle  Chasse 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

1 

Arizona 

T.B.S. 

Bogalusa: 

Athens 

(Charles  R.  Penuell  _  PL) 

10 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Alan  D.  Einsel 

3 

Benton 

T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 

3 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  C.  Einsel  _  FD 

3 

Associate 

(Cheryl  L.  Nelson  _  PL) 

1 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 

(Louis  A.  Smith  _  PL) 

15 

Bethel 

(Stephen  N.Fife  _  SP) 

2 

Buras.Trinity 

(Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 

10 

Bienville 

T.B.S. 

Bush 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

36 

Bossier  City: 

Chalmette,  Covenant 

Ellen  R.  Alston 

2 

Asbury 

Barry  E.  Hughes 

5 

Covington: 

Associate 

Leslie  G.  Stephens  PE 

3 

First 

Van  A.  Stinson 

1 

Director  of  Discipleship  Evangelism 

Dawn  B.  Young  _  PD 

1 

Fitzgerald 

(Roy  J.  Price  _  PL) 

1 

Barksdale 

Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 

10 

Destrehan,  St.  Charles 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 

2 

Fellowship 

Jonathan  W.  Beck 

5 

Franklinton: 

First 

David  B.  Dietzel 

1 

Centenary-Fisher 

Lyndle  R.  Bullard 

6 

Associate 

(John  Robert  Black  FL) 

1 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Bruce  L.  Brown  PE 

1 

Director  of  Children's  Ministries 

Lylln  S.Guth  DM 

4 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Regina  B.  Hickman) 

5 

Brushwood 

T.B.S. 

Gretna: 

Colquitt 

T.B.S. 

Boynton 

T.B.S. 

Cotton  Valley 

T.B.S. 

Gretna 

Frank  S.  Harris,  III 

5 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 

Steven  W.  Fowler  OF 

2 

Associate 

(William  V.Turner  _  PL) 

4 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

(Carl  D.  Munyon  RL) 

5 

Kenner: 

Doyline 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

1 

El  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

7 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 

First 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

8 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Dorothy  J.  Smith  _ 

1 

Lacombe 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr. 

_  PL)  8 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF  5 

La  Place: 

Greenwood-Bethany 

(Clinton  R  Lovell,  Sr.  FL) 

3 

First 

Mark  A.  Bray2 

Haughton: 

Associate 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris 

_  PL)  4 

Haughton 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan  _  PL)  4 

Ninde  Chapel 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris 

_  PL)  1 

Love  Chapel 

Benjamin  N.  McGehee  PE  2 

Luling 

Curtiss  D.  Eden 

4 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Henry  R.  Stone  PE 

3 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 

Flint  E.  Shea  7 

Heflin 

(Carol  D.  Heard  _  PL) 

6 

Mandeville: 

Homer-Homer,  Wesley  Chapel 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

1 

Church  of  the  Servant 

Charles  W.  Crews 

4 

Ida 

Jerry  A.  Means  RM 

6 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  _  PL)  15 

Keithville: 

St.Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell 

11 

Fairview 

(Ricky  R.  Myles  _  PL) 

2 

Associate 

W.  Scott  Adams 

1 

Keithville 

M. Theresa  McConnell  _ 

2 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.,  _  1 

PL)  8 

McDonald 

T.B.S. 

Associate 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  FL) 

4 

Lisbon 

Terry  C.  Willis  RM 

1 

Associate 

(Andrew  D.  Durbin  FL) 

2 

Logansport-Longstreet 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

1 

Pastor  Emeritus 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

6 

Mansfield: 

Metairie: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Kenneth  D.  Norton 

1 

Metairie 

Rhonda  E.  Feurtado 

6 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player) 

16 

Munholland 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

3 

Shady  Grove-Bonchest 

George  L. Thomas  RM 

7 

Associate 

George  A.  Duerson  RM 

5 

Wesley-Rosa 

(Jerald  D.  Danzell  _  PL) 

2 

Associate 

(Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  FL) 

5 

Minden: 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  FD 

6 

First 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 

4 

St.  Matthew's 

M.Jack  O'Dell 

1 

Associate 

(Linda  K.  Shepherd  RL) 

2 

New  Orleans: 

Lakeview 

Henry  M.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

3 

Algiers 

Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr. 

5 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 

(Michael  G.  Miller  FL) 

1 

Asbury-St.  Matthew 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

18 

Pilgrim  Rest 

(Samuel  L.  Bradley  _  PL)  13 

Aurora 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

3 

Pine  Grove 

(Donald  L.  Huguley  RL) 

3 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

9 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel 

Douglas  E.  Milliron 

1 

Associate 

Inez  D.  Williams  _  FD 

9 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 

6 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple 

Dale  E.  Branch 

9 

Pleasant  Valley 

(Joe  E.  Hunter  RL) 

9 

Carrollton-Parker  Memorial 

Cory  L.  Sparks  PE 

2 

Ringgold-Castor 

Richard  L.Cockburn 

1 

Cornerstone 

James  F.  Haynes 

6 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

(R.  Dean  Register,  Jr.  _  PL) 

Associate 

Germaine  M.Tropez_  PEI 

Shreveport: 

Conference  Staff 

Directorof  Special  Ministries  Alonzo  J. Campbell  BR  11 

Provost,  Director  of  Connectional  Ministries 

Donald  C.  Cottrill  BR  3 

Youth  Director  Thomas  E,  Dolph  BR  4 

Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  &  Education 

John  Edd  Harper  FD  BR  3 
Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  Larry  D,  Norman  BR  8 

Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR  8 
Director,  LA  UM  Foundation  Michael  D.  Reeves  OF  BR  5 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 
Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR  8 

Director  of  Disaster  Preparedness  C.  Gerald  Richardson  BR  2 
Church  Extension  &  Transformation  H.  E.  Stephens  BR  2 


Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Directorof  Academies  Carole  Cotton-Winn  NO  8 

Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

W.  Craig  Gilliam  NO  3 

Mentor  Emeritus  John  M.Winn,Jr.,RM  NO  16 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 
Educational  Institutions 

Associate  Professor,  Circulation  &  Instruction,  LSU 

Ann  M. Trousdale  PD  BR  1 


Vice  President,  Student  Affairs, 

Garrett  Evangelical  Theo.  Seminary 

Joaquin  Garcia  FD  MN  3 


Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Methodist  Studies, 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary, Tulsa,  OK 

Ellen  J.  Blue  NO  4 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA  MillicentC.  Feske  NO 

Oxford  College,  Emory  University  Judith  A.  Shema  NO  3 
President, The  Jefferson  Circle  David  G.Trickett  NO 

Chaplain/Dir.  Ch.  Careers,  Centenary  College 

(Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL)  SH 

Dir.,  Center  for  Theo.  Studies,  Centenary  College 

Donald  L.  Meeks  SH 

Exec.  Dean  of  Instruc.,  Bossier  Parish  Comm.  College 

Dawn  B.  Young  PD  SH 


13 

18 

4 

1 

1 


Campus  Ministers 

Wesley  Foundation,  Univ.of  Louisiana  of  Lafayette 

Clay  K.  McConnell  PE  AC  4 
Wesley  Foundation,  Northwestern  State  Univ 


(Ellis  E.  Newman  FL) 

AL 

5 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  State  Univ. 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

BR 

6 

Wesley  Fdn.,  Southeastern  La  Univ 

(Emile  E.Tosso,  III  FL) 

BR 

1 

Southern  University 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

BR 

3 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 

Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE 

LC 

3 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ. 

Scott  E.  Wright 

MN 

8 

Tulane  University 

Maximilian  O.  Zehner  PE 

NO 

3 

See  Appointments,  page  7 


June  10, 2005 


Louisiana  Conference NtJfft! 


7 


Appointments  2005-2006  (cont.) 


APPOINTED  TO  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 


Central  Texas 

Nathan  E.  Firmin  PD 

AL 

North  Texas 

Carol  D.  Sparks  PE 

SH 

Virginia 

Marion  W.  Watts  PE 

BR 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 


Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Navy  M. Quinn  O'Bannon  _  BR  1 


Primrose  Methodist  Church,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa 

Jon  M.  Lord  MN  3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO 
OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

IXC  Elenora  M.  Cushenberry  PE  NO  2 

Atlanta  Theological  Association, 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary  JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO  8 


Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related  Ministries 
Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette  Walton  C.  Dunbar  AC  7 

Chap., Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Ctr., 

Kennewick,  WA  Jose  Garcia  AC  7 

Paracletia  Cathy  J.Arends_  PD  BR  2 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation  Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR  5 

Chaplain,  Community  Hospice  of  Northeast  Florida 

Heidi  L.  Davis  BR  2 

Chaplain,  Generations  Hospice,  BR  Deborah  L.  Drash  BR  2 

Odyssey  Health  Care,  Chaplain  &  Spiritual  Coord.  Barbara  S.  Duke  BR  2 
Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR  Janet  D.  Hogstrom  FD  BR  1 
La  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board  Bernadine  Johnson  FD  BR  7 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility  James  W.  Jones  RM  BR  5 

Staff  Chap.,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham  Virginia  D.  Millet  BR  1 1 
Capital  Area  Alliance  for  the  Homeless,  Exec.  Dir.  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  2 
Safe  House  for  Battered  Women  and  Their  Children 

Christine  A.  Roberts  FD  BR  4 

Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living  John  H.  Sewell  BR  13 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles  David  R.  DeWitt  LC  13 

Chap.,  Harris  County  Psych.  Ctr.,  Houston, TX  A.  Swindell  Hodges  LC  7 
Chap.,  Houston  Hospice,  Houston  TX  Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  12 

Spiritual  Counselor  &  Psychotherapist,  Cancer  Treatment  Center, 

St.  Vincent  Hosp.,  Santa  Fe,  NM  Lou  Ann  Asbury  MN  5 


Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,  Methodist  Child.  Home  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  MN  1 2 
C.P.E.,  E.  Jefferson  General  Hospital,  Metairie  Alfred  C.Bakewell,  III  NO  1 

The  People's  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond  C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO  4 

Chap.,  Lindy  Boggs  General  Hospital,  New  Orleans 

Beverly  H.  Connelly  PE  NO  2 


Director  of  Clinical  Hypnotherapy, 

Methodist  Health  System  Foundation  Paul  G.  Durbin  RM  NO  30 

Chaplain,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hosp.,  Houston, TX  Cindy  M.Graber  NO  3 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston, TX  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  7 

District  Missioner  Barbara  L.  Murray  FD  N08 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing 

Springfield,  IL  Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO  6 

Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Methodist  Health  System  Fdn. 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  24 

Methodist  Health  System  Foundation  Bob  Smith  OE  NO  3 

Wesley  Comm. Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM William  C.Taylor  NO  23 
NICU  Nurse  Practitioner/St.  Francis  Cabrini  Hospital 

Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH  2 


APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY  EXTENDED  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL 
CHURCH 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc. 

Durham,  North  Carolina  Cathy  S. Carlson  MN  30 


Transitional  Leave 

Incapacity  Leave 


Leave  of  Absence 


Deaconesses 

Interpreter/Community  Service,  Pineville 
Community  Ministries,  Baton  Rouge 

Transferred  Out 
Southwest  June  1,2005 


Transferred  In 


Elaine  C.  Smith  FD 

BR 

1 

Sidney  Earl  Irving 

AL 

25 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo 

FDBR 

6 

(Burnell  Bell  FL) 

NO 

4 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM 

NO 

9 

(Charles  R.Cosentino 

FLJNO 

7 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 

NO 

1 

Debra  K.  Brazzel 

AC 

8 

Karen  F.  Davis 

BR 

4 

Gregor  A.  Dike 

NO 

2 

Gregory  G.  Mann 

NO 

2 

R.  Michael  Boyett 

SH 

4 

Bryan  S  Dauphin 

SH 

4 

Molly  Ann  McGee  PE 

SH 

1 

Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr. 

SH 

5 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE  SH 

5 

Rachel  L.  Scott  DM 

SH 

1 

Carolina  Labrada 

AL 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

BR 

Juanita  L.  Ivie  R 

NO 

Evelyn  Murphree  R. 

NO 

Karl  M.  Clark  FE 

Desert 

Susan  Lacy  Crouch  PE 

California- 

Pacific 

July  1,200! 

Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  FE 

Tennessee  June  1,2005 
Rena  M.Yocom  FD 

Kansas  East  June  1, 2005 


Janet  D.  Hogstrom  FD 

Texas  June  1,2005 
Donald  L.  Meeks  FE 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 
June  1, 2005 
Cliff  C.  Wright, Jr.FE 

Mississippi  June  1,2005 


Six  persons  ordained  as  elders  in 


Ordination  and  Commissioning 
Services  were  held  June  7  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
served  as  preacher  at  the  service,  and 
spoke  using  the  theme  "Bragging 
Rights." 

Immediately  following,  a  reception 
was  held  for  those  commissioned  ordi- 
nands  and  retirees  in  Bain  Hall. 

A  pre-service  concert  was  provided 
by  Africa  University  Choir. 

The  conference  choir  performed  and 
the  congregation  sang  hymns  accom¬ 


panied  by  a  brass  quintet.  Lee  Cooke, 
director  of  Music  Ministries  for  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette,  led  the  choir  during 
the  service. 

Six  persons  were  ordained  elders  in 
full  connection  with  the  conference. 
They  are: 

John  Allison  Cannon,  Joseph 
Michael  Donakey,  Peggy  Barrios 
Foreman,  Lamar  Clay  Oliver,  Sione  H. 
Tu'uta  and  Donald  Lamar  Wilkinson. 

Christine  Amacker  Roberts  was 
ordained  deacon  in  full  connection 
with  the  conference. 

Bruce  Lenal  Brown,  Sr.,  Elaine 


full  connection 

Melissa  Burleigh,  Shannon  Trina  Casey, 
Eunice  Chigumira,  Simon  Chigumira, 
Lysbeth  Bond  Cockrell,  Susan  Lacy 
Crouch,  Brownyl  Lance  Eden,  Juan 
Carlos  Huertas,  Mollie  Ann  McGee, 
Anice  Nichols  Moses,  Jimmy  Lee 
Owens,  Raymon  Lafayette  Owens,  Jr., 
William  Norman  Sheffield  III  and 
Germaine  Anise  Tropez  were  commis¬ 
sioned  as  probationary  elders. 

Nathan  Eugene  Firmin,  Sarah 
Williams  Shoup,  Ann  Mangham 
Trousdale  and  Dawn  Buchanan  Young 
were  commissioned  as  probationary 
deacons. 


Local  pastors  recognized  at  conference  for  completing  license  to  Preach' 


The  Recognition  of  Local  Pastors 
and  those  completing  License  to 
Preach  School  was  held  June  7  at 
the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College. 
Seven  people  were  recognized  for 
completing  License  to  Preach  School. 

Those  with  an  asterisk  by  their 
name  also  received  their  first 
appointment  to  serve  as  local 


pastors. 

They  are  Amanda  Carpenter*,  Joy 
Comeaux,  John  Kavanaugh,  Jr.,  Lucie 
Krestensen,  Dean  Register*,  Craig 
Uffman  and  Marguerite  Walker. 

Those  who  have  completed  stud¬ 
ies  for  the  license  as  a  local  pastor, 
are  approved  and  receiving  their  first 
appointment  include  Anita 


Dinwiddie,  Jacqueline  Ellen  Collins, 
Milton  Edward  Bourque,  Jr.,  Milton 
Kimmell  Getz  and  Isaac  Jerone 
Belonga. 

Those  recognized  as  local  pastors 
having  completed  the  Course  of 
Study  School  are  Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr., 
Constance  R.  Saizon  and  Bill  E. 
Strawbridge. 


Flame  and 
Torch  Awards 


Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 


Rev.  David  Carlton 


Rev.  Joe  Hoover 


Rev.  James  Poole 
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St.  Mark  to  host  spiritual  retreat  July  8-9 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
will  host  a  spiritual  retreat  July  8-9  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Dr.  Lynn  Mims  from  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
will  be  the  featured  conference  presen¬ 
ter.  Mims  is  a  master  of  theology  and  a 
doctor  of  ministry  in  the  area  of  preach¬ 
ing  and  worship.  He  has  served  as  a 
preacher,  teacher,  facilitator  all  over 


America. 

The  theme  for  the  conference  is 
“Balancing  Act:  Integrating  Faith  Into 
Everyday  Living.”  Sessions  include:  “I've 
Fallen  and  I  Can't  Get  Up,  ”  “God.. .Can 
You  Hear  Me  Now?"  and  “I've  Almost 
Lost  My  Marbles.”  For  more  information 
and  to  register,  contact  Dollene  Sims  at 
(225)  775-9864.  Deadline  is  June  19. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

Telephone _ _ 

Church _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  (Circle  one) 

$15  (One  year) 

$25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Annual  Conference  2005 

Kathleen  Conrad,  Sarah  Schoeffler,  both  at  center,  and  others  sort  health  kits 
donated  as  part  of  this  year's  service  project. The  kits  will  be  distributed  through 
the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  to  people  in  need  around  the  world. 


Alexandria  admin 
attends  PAUMCS 

Judy  Gross,  administrative  assistant 
of  the  Alexandria  District  Office  attend¬ 
ed  the  23rd  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Professional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries  (PAUM¬ 
CS)  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  April 
14-16.  More  than  270  United  Methodist 
office  professionals  from  this  interna¬ 
tional  organization  were  in  attendance. 

Barbara  Nissen,  consultant  for  the 
Communications  Resourcing  Team  for 
UMCOM  in  Nashville  was  a  seminar 
speaker,  as  was  Ray  Buckley,  Director  of 
the  Native  People's  communication 
office  for  UMCOM  and  Anne  Saunkeah, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Native 
American  Comprehensive  Plan  (UMC) . 
Tim  Crouch,  founding  partner  of  The 
Crouch  Group,  Inc,  reviewed  the 
Igniting  Ministry  campaign  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Small  group  workshops  included 
subjects  such  as,  “Everything  You  Always 
Wanted  to  Know  about  Native  People  ... 
but  Were  Afraid  to  Ask”,  “Home  for 
Christmas  Campaign  for  Your  Church”, 
“Introduction  to  Events  Management 
Systems”,  and  “Surviving  a  Pastoral 
Change”.  The  PAUMCS  Annual 
Conference  provides  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  and  a  supportive  professional  net¬ 
work.  The  organization  fosters  individ¬ 
ual  growth,  professional  development 
and  spiritual  enrichment  for  its  527 
members,  226  of  which  are  Certified  UM 
Church  Secretaries.  Gross  received 
recognition  as  a  Certified  Professional 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretary, 
after  attending  the  PAUMCS  Institute  at 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University,  Atlanta  For  informa¬ 
tion, visit  www.paumcs.org  or  contact 
Judy  Gross  at  umcalxds@bellsouth.net. 


After  your  lifetime, 
what  will  happen  to 
your  family  and 
church  ?  J 


Your  estate  planning  begins  with  one  simple  question.  After  your 
lifetime,  what  will  happen  to  the  people  you  love  and  the  ministries 
you  support?  T ake  a  moment  to  consider  what  you  can  do  to  protect  their 
financial  future.  The  first  step  is  to  become  informed-  about  estate  plan¬ 
ning,  wills ,  trusts,  and  ways  to  increase  income  and  cut  taxes. 

Enroll  in  our  FREE  Creative  Estate  Planning  Course-  5  easy  lessons  mailed 
to  your  home.  It's  free  and  there's  no  obligation.  Call  or  email  us  today! 


For  your  FREE  Estate  Planning  Course,  contact  us: 


<in 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

-  of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-Mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 
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Offerings  still  being 

The  generosity  of  Louisiana’s 
United  Methodists  was  exhibited 
through  three  offerings  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  2005  Annual  Conference  held 
June  5-8  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Over  $23,000  was  collected  at  the 
traditional  Camp  Meeting,  held 
Monday  evening  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  The  offering  is  designated  for 
UMCOR  supported  relief  in  the  Sudan 


accepted  for  Sudan, 

and  for  assistance  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  Hispanic  Ministries.  All 
churches  were  invited  to  contribute  $2 
per  person  worshipping,  using  the 
average  attendance  numbers  for 
Sunday  morning.  The  total  contribu¬ 
tion  continues  to  grow  as  congrega¬ 
tions  are  still  sending  in  their  contri¬ 
butions. 

An  offering  received  during 
Tuesday  night’s  Ordination/Commis- 


Hispanic  Ministries 

sioning  service  at  First  UMC  generat¬ 
ed  $5,295  for  a  seminary  in  Russia. 

The  funds  will  help  close  the  gap  on 
some  critical  financial  needs  for  this 
project. 

The  Heavenly  Beds  project  for 
Mount  Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville 
received  $2,461  given  through  the 
offering  collected  during  the  Memorial 
Service,  held  Sunday  night  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport. 


Annual  Conference  2005 

New  Monroe  District  Superintendent  Bob  Burgess,  top,  presents  the  report  of  the 
Episcopacy  Committee  at  the  2005  Annual  Conference  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  as  Kay  Hutchinson,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  Dr.  Anita  Crump  and 
Provost  Don  Cottrill  look  on.  Above,  the  Africa  University  choir  performs  prior 
to  a  request  to  approve  a  capital  campaign  that  benefits  the  university. 


1,000-plus  members 
gather  for  AC  2005 

Over  1000  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  state  gathered  in 
Shreveport  for  the  2005  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

“Prevenient  Grace — God’s  Whisper 
In  Our  Heart”  served  as  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  event,  held  at  Centenary 
College.  This  year’s  theme  centering 
on  Prevenient  grace  is  the  first  of  four 
over  the  next  quadrennium  focusing 
on  John  Wesley’s  approach  to  God’s 
grace. 

Using  the  overall  concept  of 
“Grace — And  Can  It  Be,”  the  following 
three  years  will  continue  this  theme 
by  focusing  on  Justifying  grace  (2006), 
Rebirth  (2007),  and  Sanctifying  grace 
(2008). 

Highlights  included:  two  perform¬ 
ances  by  the  Africa  University  choir; 
the  celebration  of  the  note  burning  for 
the  Conference  Center  land  and 
buildings;  the  approval  of  a  $1,000,000 
fund  drive  for  Africa  University  and 
Senegal;  the  celebration  of  the  accom¬ 
plishments  of  a  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  emphasis;  the  report  of 
the  payment  of  95%  payout  on  appor¬ 
tionments  for  2004;  the  celebration  of 
the  work  of  the  21  churches  in  the 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  7 

Service  project  nets 
5,546  health  kits 

Right  at  5,546  health  kits  and  near¬ 
ly  200  school  kits  were  collected  dur¬ 
ing  the  2005  La,  Annual  Conference 
as  a  result  of  the  annual  service  proj¬ 
ect  supported  by  local  churches  and 
conference  districts. 

“Close  to  8,200  pounds  of  supplies 
were  received  at  the  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  Depot  as  a  result  of  the  proj¬ 
ect.  The  kits  will  be  distributed  to 
needy  areas  throughout  the  world  as 
part  of  UMCOR’s  continuing  relief 
efforts,”  said  Glen  Druillet,  manager 
of  the  depot  in  Baldwin. 
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No  Cups  at  the  Lemonade  Stand 


It's  summertime  and  the  lemonade 
stands  have  started  to  appear  again. 
There  is  one  that  always  is  stationed  at 
the  entrance  to  our  subdivision  and  is 
staffed  by  the  neighborhood  children. 
Every  time  1  go  past  I  recall  long-gone 
days  in  which  I  sat  under  a  big  elm 
tree  in  our  front  yard  with  my  own  gal¬ 
lon  jar  of  lemonade  and  one  of  Kool- 
aid,  just  waiting  for  some  thirsty  oil 
field  worker,  or  some  trucker  to  drive 
past  and  want  to  stop  for  a  cold  drink. 
Then  at  long  last,  when  the  last  ice  had 
melted  and  the  last  drop  of  lemonade 
was  poured  from  the  jar,  I'd  retreat  to 
the  front  porch  and  count  my  profits 
for  the  day.  That  was  the  life! 

As  Kay  and  I  drove  past  the  lemon¬ 
ade  stand  last  Saturday,  we  pulled  over 
to  the  curb  and  I  began  to  fish  for  my 
money-clip.  There  wasn't  a  stated 
amount  for  a  glass  of  fresh  squeezed 
liquid  refreshment.  Payment  was 
totally  by  donation!  A  clever  way  to 
receive  much  more  than  the  value  of 
the  product! 

As  I  powered  down  the  window  of 
the  car,  several  of  the  young  entrepre¬ 
neurs  came  running  over  and  more 
than  one  began  to  explain  that  they 
had  lemonade,  but  they  had  no  cups!  I 
asked,  “What  do  you  mean  you  have 
no  cups?”  “Well,”  they  replied,  “ 

we  re  out  of  cups  and  we  can't  serve 
you  anything  to  drink."  I  could  tell 
that  this  didn't  mean  they  were  closed 
until  they  could  get  everything  in 
order.  So,  I  told  them,  “I  don't  need 
any  lemonade  actually,  but  I  just  want 
to  make  a  donation.”  They  eagerly 
took  my  two  dollars  and  said, 

“Thanks”  and  rushed  over  to  their 
moneybox  while  exclaiming  to  one 
another,  “Let's  see  how  much  we  have 
now.” 

As  I  drove  away  I  told  Kay,  “We  have 
plenty  of  lemonade,  but  no  cups  to 
serve  it  in.  Now  that  will  preach!”  So 
let  me  give  you  the  very  reduced  ver¬ 
sion  of  that  sermon. 

The  landscape  is  heavily  dotted 
with  churches  whose  lives  are  like  that 
neighborhood  lemonade  stand.  They 
advertise,  either  by  their  sign  or  by 
their  attitude,  that  they  have  a  won¬ 
derful  product  for  distribution.  It  is  a 
holy  product.  It  is  a  sacred  invest¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  promised  relationship 
with  the  Savior  of  the  world,  even  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  And  people  come 
into  these  houses  of  worship  and  serv¬ 
ice  to  get  a  good  cold  drink  of  this  liv¬ 
ing  lemonade,  eagerly  anticipating  the 
slaking  of  thirst  that  will  occur.  And 
more  times  than  not  we  unintentional¬ 
ly  say  to  them,  “We  have  a  lot  of  the 
living  Lord  to  sell,  but  we  have  no  cups 
in  which  to  deliver  it  to  you.” 

What  does  it  mean  that  we  have 
“No  cups  to  deliver  the  drink  to  you?” 
Aren't  we  the  living  vessels  in  which 
the  spirit  and  joy  of  Jesus  the  Christ  is 
transported  to  the  world  in  which  we 
live?  Aren't  we  the  clay  and  the  Lord  is 
the  potter?  Don't  we  pray,  “Melt  me, 
mold  me,  fill  me,  use  me?”  And  then 
aren't  we  guilty  of  going  straight  to  our 
friends  and  neighbors  at  the  very 


moment  we  are 
told,  “Greet  your 
neighbor  and  say 
hello  to  anyone  you 
don't  know?”  And 
the  stranger  in  our 
midst,  who  has 
come  for  a  drink,  is 
left  standing  with 
the  promise  of 
lemonade,  but  with 
our  physical  state¬ 
ment  that  we  aren't 
going  to  be  the  cup 
in  which  it  is  delivered.  It's  ironic  to 
me  that  the  very  churches  who  pro¬ 
claim  their  greatest  asset  to  be  their 
friendliness,  are  the  same  ones  who 
ignore  the  newcomers  in  their  midst 
and  who  make  the  visitor  feel  unwel¬ 
come. 

And  what  about  the  lonely  senior 
citizen  who  has  been  a  lifelong  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church,  but  who  now  is 
homebound  and  unable  to  participate 
in  the  ongoing  life  of  the  fellowship. 
They  have  been  told  all  their  life  that 
the  church  is  their  family,  but  now  in 
their  hour  of  need  the  church  mem¬ 
bers  or  the  pastor  are  too  busy  with 
their  own  lives  and  needs  to  stop  and 
make  a  phone  call,  drop  a  card,  or 
even  drop  by  for  a  short  ten  minute 
visit  just  to  say,  “I  miss  you  and  just 
wanted  to  say  'hi.'”  Isn't  that  a  way  of 
saying,  “We  have  lemonade,  but  no 
cups  from  which  to  drink.” 

You  name  your  own  illustration. 

You  won't  have  a  hard  time  thinking  of 
one.  In  fact,  you  may  be  appalled  by 
how  many  you  can  come  up  with  in  a 
short  span  of  time.  If  you  can't  think 
of  any,  then  stop  and  count  your  bless¬ 
ings  that  you  are  part  of  a  church  fel¬ 
lowship  that  understands  what  it 
means  to  be  the  cups  in  which  the 
lemonade  of  the  spirit  is  served. 

We've  just  finished  another  great 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  We  had  wonderful  wor¬ 
ship,  special  moments  of  celebration 
in  our  business  sessions,  and  the  great 
joy  of  seeing  one  another  again.  It  was 
very  evident  that  we  have  a  tremen¬ 
dous  quality  and  quantity  of  lemonade 
to  distribute  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  Let's  not  be  guilty  of  setting 
up  our  stands  (churches)  and  saying  to 
the  world,  “Come  worship  with  us  and 
be  filled  and  blessed,”  and  then  turn¬ 
ing  in  on  ourselves  so  much  that  the 
weary  and  thirsty  sojourners  find  no 
cups  from  which  to  drink  when  they 
come  to  the  fountain  of  life.  May  each 
of  us  be  a  vessel  crafted  by  the  Master 
Potter  that  will  transport  the  very 
essence  of  the  potter  himself  to  all 
with  whom  we  come  into  contact. 

That  would  be  setting  up  a  lemonade 
stand  that  truly  has  cups  from  which 
to  drink! 

Have  a  blessed  and  thirst  quench¬ 
ing  summer. 

In  Christ's  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Governor's  Prayer  Breakfast 


Joe  Kelley,  left,  president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men, 
visits  with  Promise  Keepers  founder  Bill  McCartney  and  Gov.  Kathleen  Blanco 
recently  at  the  Governor's  Prayer  Breakfast. 


Chaplains 

This  year,  the  La.  Annual  Conference  recognized  those  serving  as  chaplains  to 
the  United  States  armed  forces.They  include,  from  left.  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  chaplain 
for  the  10th  Air  Force,  Rev.  Scott  Adams,  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in  Biloxi  and 
Rev.  Tim  Neustifter,  1 59th  Fighter  Wing,  La.  Air  National  Guard. 
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Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  celebrated  its  139th  anniversary. 


Wesley  celebrates  139th  anniversary 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  celebrated  its  139th 
anniversary  May  15,  just  prior  to  annual 
conference  in  Shreveport. 

The  theme  for  the  celebration  was 
"Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Celebrates  139  Years  of  Growth  in  the 
Midst  of  Change,  Diversity  and 
Violence." 

Wesley's  first  church  building  was 
constructed  in  1866.  Newly  emancipated 
slaves  purchased  land  from  William  D. 
Mann  and  a  modest  wooden  structure 
was  built  in  the  500  block  of 
Government  St.  Services  were  in  the 
open  until  laymen  went  into  the  woods 
with  saws  and  axes  to  cut  down  trees  for 
the  construction.  Unfortunately,  that 
original  budding  was  destroyed  by  a 
storm  in  1883. 

A  second  building  was  constructed, 
with  the  basement  serving  as  a  public 


school.  In  December  of  1892,  this  build¬ 
ing  was  destroyed  by  a  fire,  which  swept 
the  entire  city  block.  Services  were  held 
in  the  Parish  Courthouse  until  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  brick  house  of  worship. 

Once  more,  Wesley  UMC's  sanctuary 
was  harmed.  A  hurricane  in  1961  dam¬ 
aged  the  building,  on  which  repairs  were 
completed  in  1966. 

Despite  the  destruction  of  nature, 
Wesley  UMC  continued  to  thrive 
through  it  all.  Under  the  current  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  E.  Andrew  Goff,  ministries 
such  as  Bible  studies,  Vacation  Bible 
School,  scouting,  music,  UMW,  UMM, 
singles,  seniors,  and  more  are  offered  to 
the  congregation.  Community  outreach 
programs  like  The  Holy  Grill  are  also 
part  ofWesley  UMC's  vital  ministry. 

A  recent  land  purchase  adjacent  to 
the  church  will  be  used  to  extend  park¬ 
ing  facilities. 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholars 


Nancy  Carruth  stands  with  former  recipients  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  at  a  recent  luncheon  honoring  them. 


Seminarians  graduate 

On  May  21  three  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  received  their 
degrees  from  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  during  the  seminary's  44th  com¬ 
mencement  convocation.  They  are  K.  Llewellyn  McGhee,  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degree;  Elaine  Burleigh,  Master  of  Divinity  degree;  and  Shannon  Casey, 
Master  of  Divinity  degree. 


Did  you 

know...? 

There  are  59  students  from 

Dr.  Deborah  Smith 

Louisiana  currendy  attending  semi- 

Deborah  Williams 

nary.  Please  remember  to  pray  for 

Stephen  Fife 

these  persons  as  they  are  trans¬ 
formed  by  God's  Holy  Spirit  through 

Those  attending  St.  Paul  School  of 

their  seminary  classes  and  expert- 

Theology  are: 

ences. 

Kevin  Smith 

Attending  Iliff  School  of  Theology 

LaMarylis  Cotten 

Debra  Peplow 

is: 

Mamie  Pero 

Laci  Lee  Adams 

RayVarnado 

Those  attending  Perkins  School  of 

Those  attending  Drew  University 

Theology  are: 

Theological  School  are: 

Kyle  Clark 

Jon  Richardson 

Gloria  Youngblood 

Daniel  Hixon 

This  prayer  list  is  provided  by  the 

Christi  Onwujuba-Dike 

office  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 

Gerald  R.  Crise 

Ministry. 

Agencies  recognize  importance  of  health 


Recognizing  the  importance  of 
health-in  body,  mind  and  spirit-will  be  a 
focus  of  several  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  during  the  next  few  years. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
will  help  coordinate  that  focus  by  pro¬ 
viding  a  communications  strategy, 
which  will  include  the  creation  of  a  Web 
site  and  finding  ways  to  link  people  with 
volunteer  opportunities  and  models  of 
health-related  programs,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  chief  executive. 

Denominational  representatives  met 
in  early  May  in  Washington  to  start 
shaping  this  focus  on  health  and  whole¬ 
ness. 

"One  of  the  things  we're  looking  at  is 
how  agencies  can  collaborate  around 
the  whole  issue  of  health  and  wholeness 
and  deal  with  the  full  range  of  subject 
matter  that  it  involves,"  Hollon 
explained. 

In  addition  to  taking  care  of  one's 
self  and  cultivating  a  discipline  of  body, 
mind  and  spirit,  the  focus  will  promote 


the  recognition  "that  we're  all  better 
when  we're  in  a  healthy  relationship 
with  God  and  with  other  people,"  he 
said. 

On  a  broader  level,  the  church  must 
be  an  advocate  for  quality  health  care, 
the  delivery  of  that  care  "and  how  it  is 
done  in  a  way  that  makes  it  available  to 
everyone,"  Hollon  added. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  adopted 
"health  as  wholeness  in  mission"  when 
it  realized  that  clergy  were  making  a 
higher  than  usual  number  of  health  and 
disability-related  insurance  claims, 
according  to  Barbara  Boigegrain,  the 
agency's  chief  executive. 

A  key  determination  was  that  health 
"is  a  bigger  issue  than  an  absence  of 
symptoms,"  she  noted.  Both  clergy  and 
lay  workers  must  be  healthy  to  do  God's 
work,  and  the  church  needs  to  develop 
spiritual  disciplines  to  assist  them  "as 
opposed  to  wearing  them  down,"  she 
said. 
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Delegates  follow  the  proceedings  of  the  2005  Annual  Conference  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom  and  Erich  Mansell. 


Snapshots  of  Annual  Conference  2005 


Elders  in  full  connection 


Ordained  as  elders  in  full  connection  with  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were,  seat¬ 
ed  l-r,  Peggy  Barrios  Foreman  and  Lamar  Clay  Oliver,  and  standing,  Donald  Lamar 
Wilkinson,  Joseph  Michael  Donakey,  John  Allison  Cannon  and  Sione  H.Tu'uta. 


Probationary  elders 

Commissioned  as  probationary  elders  during  annual  conference  were,  seated  l-r,  Elaine 
Burleigh,  Susan  Crouch,  Lys  Cockrell,  Germaine  Tropez,  Juan  Huertas,  Eunice  Chigumira 
and  Simon  Chigumira.  Standing,  l-r,  are  Raymon  Owens,  Jr.,  Shannon  Casey,  Mollie 
McGee,  Brownyl  Eden,  Anice  Moses,  Jimmy  Owens,  Bruce  Brown,  Sr.,  and  William 
Sheffield,  III. 


Deacon 
in  full 
connection 

Ordained  as  a 
deacon  in  full 
connection  with 
the  La.  Annual 
Conference  was 
Christine 
Amacker 
Roberts. 


Probationary  deacons 

Commissioned  as  probationary  deacons  during  annual  conference  were,  l-r,  Nathan 
Firmin,  Ann  Trousdale,  Dawn  Young  and  Sarah  Shoup. 
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Clothing  and  items  made  in  Senegal  were  sold  at  annual  conference  to  benefit  missions 
in  Africa.  $556  was  raised  to  go  toward  a  sewing  center  project  and  construction  proj¬ 
ects.  Volunteers  manning  the  booth,  pictured  left  to  right,  included  former  missionary 
Doretha  Franklin,  Cindy  Scott,  Marguerite  Walker,  Willie  Rheams,and  Southern 
University  Wesley  Foundation  members  Kendra  Hill  and  Marquita  Gill,  seated. 


Members  of  the  La.  Annual  Conference  staff  listen  during  a  presentation  by  Rev.  Eugene 
Finnell,  chair  of  the  Conference  Ministry  Team.  Pictured  are  Rev.  Steve  Stephens,  church 
extension  and  transformation;  Richard  Stiltner,  Baton  Rouge  District  missioner;  Renee 
Evans,  Monroe  District  missioner;  Laura  Brown,  Acadiana  District  missioner;  Shannon 
Wych,  Shreveport  District  missioner;  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  special  ministries; 

Rev. Tom  Dolph,  youth  ministries;  Larry  Norman,  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission;  and  Betty 
Backstrom,  communications. 


COSROW  members  Eva  Baham  and  Rachael  Scott  stand  with  Rev.  Linda  Joseph,  this 
year's  recipient  of  the  Sojourner  Truth  Award,  at  the  COSROW  luncheon  at  Annual 
Conference.  Joseph  serves  at  Neely  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Christian  Evangelism  Award 

Rev.  Chris  Andrews  presents  the  Christian  Evangelism  Award  to  La.  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  President  Joe  Kelly  during  the  2005  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport. 


'pasieral  <f  ess 

Louisiana  Conference.  UMC 

You  are  invited 
to 

SoulJourney  One  2005-2006 

Innovative  ♦  Creative  ♦  Effective 


SJ  One  is  a  four-retreat  process  offered  by 
The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
for  any  minister  (Elder,  Deacon  or  Local  Pastor)  with  at  least 
five  years  of  experience  as  a  full  conference  member. 

Today's  culture  presents  ministers  with  a  great  deal  of  stress 

and  anxiety. 

SJ  One  is  a  process  to  assist  you  in  both  renewal  and  growth. 
It  provides  a  safe  environment  to  explore  the  whole  range  of 
ministry  issues  you  face, 
as  well  as  affirmations  you  celebrate. 

SJ  One  is  a  process,  not  just  a  program. 

SJ  One  is  about  formation,  not  just  information 

Dates  &  Places 

September  6-8,  2005  November  15-17, 2005 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  The  Dominican  Center 
Woodworth,  LA  New  Orleans,  LA 


January  10-12,  2006  March  7-9,  2006 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  The  Dominican  Center 
Woodworth,  LA  New  Orleans,  LA 

Cost  &  Credits 

Your  fee  ($550)  includes  books  and  room  &  board  at  The 
Louisiana  Conference  Center. 

While  you  will  be  responsible  for  your  food  in  New  Orleans, 
the  fee  includes  your  room. 

The  total  fee  can  be  paid  in  two  installments,  one  from 
each  church  budget  year. 

Participants  will  receive  seventy-two  contact  hours  upon 
completion  of  SJ  One. 

For  additional  information  contact: 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  Craig  Gilliam,  Director  or  Linda  Gregg,  Administrative  Assistant 
504-393-0309  225-346- 1 646,  ext.  224 

wcraiaailliam@hotmail.com 

lareaa3@bellsouth.net 
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Dulac  pastor  praises  designation 
of  preschool  as  Advance  Special 


REV.  CYRIL  VERRET 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 

Greetings  in  the  Name  of  Our 
Lord! 

The  community  of  Dulac  and 
Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  were  thrilled  to  have  the  La. 
Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  promote  the  Clanton 
Chapel  Christian  Preschool  for  a  La. 
Conference  Advance  Special  designa¬ 
tion  on  June  6  during  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport.  We  were  equally 
elated  when  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  overwhelmingly 
approved  on  June  7  the  designation 
of  the  Clanton  Chapel  Christian 
Preschool  as  an  Advance  Special. 

Our  church  has  a  rich  historical 
association  with  the  people  of  Dulac. 
When  Methodists  came  to  Dulac  in 
the  1920's,  they  saw  all  the  Houma 
Indian  children  who  had  no  school  to 
attend.  Caucasians  and  African 
Americans  had  schooling  in 
Terrebonne  Parish,  but  not  Indians. 

In  1932,  a  young  lady  from  Winn 
Parish  followed  her  sister  down  the 
bayou  to  teach  the  Indians  for  the 
summer.  Those  few  months  became 
a  life-long  committment  of  educa¬ 
tional  service  to  the  Houma  Indians 
of  Dulac  that  lasted  into  the  1970's. 
Miss  Welhemina  Hooper  accepted 
her  calling  to  bring  education  to 
Dulac. 

In  1984,  after  many  attempts  at 
preschool  education  in  Dulac  failed, 
one  Houma  Indian  member  of 
Clanton  Chapel  was  successful  in  get¬ 
ting  a  program  started.  She  was  later 


helped  by  another  member  of  the 
congregation;  both  women  had  been 
students  of  Miss  Hooper  in  the 
1950's. 

The  pre-school  serves  not  only 
Native  Americans  but  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  those  who  did  not  want  the 
Indians  to  receive  an  education.  The 
preschool  struggled  financially,  but 
eventually  succeeded  and  is  very 
important  in  the  lives  of  its  young 
students.  So  successful,  in  fact  that  in 
2004,  100%  of  the  students  who  start¬ 
ed  in  1991  preschool  class  graduated 
from  high  school! 

The  main  reason  the  program 
struggled  financially  was  because  tire 
two  teachers  were  too  busy  teaching 
and  did  not  have  enough  time  to 
search  out  grants  or  other  funding 
sources.  We  are  still  looking  for  help 
with  grant  writing.  Please  contact  us 
if  you  can  assist  with  this  effort.  Dulac 
has  been  blessed  by  the  Special 
Ministries  initiative  of  the  La.  Annual 
Conference.  Some  United  Methodist 
Churches  do  not  recognize  the  need 
for  this  program.  Through  God's 
Grace,  these  programs  serving  Dulac 
and  the  Houma  Indians  have  thrived. 
Wilhemina  Hooper's  dream  of  an 
educational  program  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  through  the  Clanton  Chapel 
Pre-school.She  wanted  the  people  to 
perpetuate  what  all  the  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  had  shared  with  the  com¬ 
munity- -the  message  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  importance  of  education. 

Miss  Hooper  would  be  honored  to 
know  she  has  left  a  living  legacy  to 
her  committment  to  Dulac. 


Little  Creek  Homecoming 

Little  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  in  Archibald  celebrated  its  151st  home¬ 
coming  in  May.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs  preached  at  the  morning  service,  followed 
by  dinner  on  the  grounds. This  year's  celebration  was  dedicated  to  Deutta 
Mock.  Mock,  and  her  husband  Harry,  have  served  as  active  volunteers  and  an 
inspiration  to  the  congregation  of  Little  Creek  UMC.  Music  was  provided  by 
Judy  Long  and  Diane  Le  Brun. 


In  Memoriam 

Clergy  and  clergy  spouses  remembered 
at  memorial  service 


I.  RUTHAVANT 

MAY  5,  1926 -MAY  5,  2005 

II.  MARY  MARGARET  MEARES 
BAILES 

JANUARY  18,  1930  -  OCTOBER  1,  2004 

Mary  Margaret  Meares  Bailes,  wife  of 
Homer  Bailes,  died  October  1, 2004  of 
cancer.  She  was  a  true  partner  in  min¬ 
istry  widi  Homer,  serving  five  congrega¬ 
tions  as  a  gifted  musician  and  adminis¬ 
trator.  True  partners  in  ministry,  she 
played  the  piano  and  took  notes  at  many 
meetings.  She  was  a  secretary  for  the 
federal  government  and  at  various  col¬ 
leges  around  the  state.  She  raised  six  of 
Homer's  children  and  two  of  their  own. 

III.  MARGARET  SMITH  BODDIE 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1912  -  MARCH  9, 

2005 

Margaret  Smith  Boddie,  graduated 
from  Duke  University,  and  met  her  hus¬ 
band  W.D.  Boddie  while  working  at  the 
Duke  Divinity  School.  She  served  along¬ 
side  her  husband  in  eight  congregations 
and  two  districts,  teaching  Sunday 
School  and  leading  study  groups.  She 
most  recently  was  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport. 
She  is  survived  by  three  children,  four 
grandchildren  and  1  great  grandchild. 

IV.  DORIS  ALFORD  BRANTON 

MAY  1,  1906  -  FEBRUARY  18,  2005 

Doris  Alford  Branton,  a  preacher's 

daughter,  was  originally  from  Mississippi. 
She  graduated  from  MUlsaps  College, 
and  served  several  years  as  Mississippi 
Conference's  staff  person  for  children's 
ministries.  She  was  married  to  the  late 
Rev.  Razzie  R.  Branton,  and  is  survived  by 
one  son,  five  grandchildren  and  eight 
great  grandchildren.  She  was  long  active 
in  United  Methodist  Women  and  in 
Church  Women  United. 

V  HORACE  BRUMFIELD 

OCTOBER  28, 1946  -  JANUARY  25, 

2005 

Springfield,  Louisiana  resident, 

Horace  Brumfield,  died  on  January  25, 
2005.  His  wife,  Idella  Wilson,  predeceased 
him,  and  he  is  survived  by  two  sons.  In 
1996,  he  was  called  into  pastoral  ministry 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  was 
designated  a  “Part-time  Local  Pastor” 
during  the  1997  Annual  Conference.  His 
first  church  was  Ninde  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Laplace,  Louisiana 
where  he  served  until  his  death. 


VI.  JAMES  EDWARD  CHRISTIE 
DECEMBER  7,  1925  -  JANUARY  2, 

2005 

James,  originally  from  Arkansas, 
served  10  churches  in  the  conference. 

His  last  church  position  was  with  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
where  he  directed  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paigns  for  churches  around  the  nation. 
He  and  his  wife  Marie  led  many  tours  of 
historic  sites  in  Europe.  Marie,  a  son  and 
a  grandson  survive  him. 

VII.  RUPERT  DARROLD  COLES 
FEBRUARY  25,  1924  -  JANUARY  19, 

2005 


Rupert  Darrold  Coles,  a  native  Texan, 
began  minstry  in  the  Texas  conference 
and  transferred  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  1955  where  he  served 
seven  churches.  His  love  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  people  was  exhibited  though  his 


life  and  in  death,  as  he  donated  his  body 
to  the  LSU  Medical  School  for  research 
purposes.  His  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mellissa  Kneece  Coles,  two  children  and 
four  grandchildren. 

VIII.  EARLENA  ESTHER  CRAMMER 
MARCH  5,  1920  -  FEBRUARY  12,  2005 
Earlena  Crammer,  originally  from 

Deputy,  Indiana,  faithfully  served  the 
Louisiana  Conference  with  her  husband, 
Reverend  Heaton  Busby  Crammer.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Bethel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Deville,  Louisiana. 
She  gave  joy  to  others  through  her  crafts, 
ceramics,  painting  and  flower  arrange¬ 
ments.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband  of 
64  years,  three  children,  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren  and  13  great  grandchildren. 

IX.  DORIS  FRANKLIN  CRICHLOW 
FEBRUARY  1,1914-  OCTOBER  30, 

2004 

Doris  Crichlow,  an  native  of  Georgia, 
met  her  husband,  Bob  in  Atlanta  while 
Bob  was  attending  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  They  faithfully  served  church¬ 
es  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
and  served  in  Conference  positions  - 
District  Superintendent  and  Conference 
Treasurer.  In  retirement,  Doris  and  Bob 
served  Summer  Grove  and  Broadmoor  in 
Shreveport.  She  is  survived  by  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  two  grandsons. 

X.  SARA  MAUD  GRICE  EMANUEL 
JULY  14,  1917  -  OCTOBER  29,  2004 
Sara,  originally  from  Mississippi,  was 

married  to  Samuel  Percy  Emanuel.  She 
has  the  distinction  of  being  a  preacher's 
daughter,  a  preacher's  wife,  a  preacher's 
mother  and  mother-in-law,  a  preacher's 
sister  and  aunt  to  two  more  Methodist 
ministers.  She  was  a  public  school 
teacher.  After  transferring  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  she  and  Percy 
served  many  churches  throughout  the 
conference.  Percy  preceded  Sara  in 
death. 

XI.  LEILA  L.  HAYNES 
JUNE  12,  1926  -  MAY  3,  2005 

XII.  CLAUDE  ED  HENKEL 
NOVEMBER  21,  1926  -  FEBRUARY  8, 

2005 

Ed  was  a  true  witness  to  his  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ.  He  graduated  from  LSU  in 
1950  and  from  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  1953.  He  began  37  years  of 
service  in  Buras,  retiring  in  1989  because 
Parkinson's  disease  was  interfering  with 
his  ability  to  minister  fully.  Ed  lived  in 
Amite  during  retirement  to  be  near  fami¬ 
ly,  and  continued  to  serve  the  church 
during  that  time. 

XIII.  JEROLD  HOFFPAUIR 
APRIL  15,  1938  -  OCTOBER  17,  2004 
Jerry  was  preceded  in  death  by  his 

wife  Barbara  and  was  a  model  father  to  a 
special  son,  Clifton.  He  was  a  devoted 
pastor  to  several  United  Methodist 
Churches,  the  last  being  Basile  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  also  served  as 
reporter,  editor,  and  sports  editor  of  the 
Eunice  News.  Generations  of  high  school 
and  grade  school  children  learned  from 
his  example  and  mentoring  whether  at 
ball  games  or  in  the  classroom. 

XIV.  MARJORIE  JOYCE 
HOLLINGSWORTH 

See  In  Memoriam,  page  8 
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Ski  coach  goes  full-time  as  youth  minister 

Bill  Bagley,  youth  minister  at  First  UMC  in  West  Monroe,  recently  resigned  as 
water  ski  coach  for  the  University  of  Louisiana,  Monroe  in  order  to  devote  full 
attention  to  his  position  at  the  church.  Bill  has  served  as  water  ski  coach  at  ULM 
for  1 5  years. The  ULM  water  ski  team  won  the  national  collegiate  title  for  the 
18th  time  last  October  in  Zachary.  "I  leave  with  eight  national  championships  as 
head  coach  and  a  relationship  with  friends  in  the  water  skiing  industry  around 
the  world  that  I  will  always  hold  dear  to  my  heart.  It  has  been  a  great  ride,"  said 
Bagley.  "However,  nothing  gives  me  more  joy  and  happiness  than  seeing  a 
young  person  getting  their  life  together." 


Praise  Band 


Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church  debuted  its  Praise  Band  at  its  fifth  Sunday 
service  on  May  29.  Shown  from  left  to  right  are  Charles  Christensen,  Katy  Antis, 
Phil  Antis  and  Sam  Brandao. 


Annual  Conference, 


from  page  1 


churchanew.now  transformational 
training;  the  collection  of  offerings 
for  the  Sudan,  Russian  Seminary, 
Mt.  Sequoyah  Renovations,  and  the 


Conference  Hispanic  Ministries  ini¬ 
tiative;  and  the  report  on  plans  for 
new  church  development  in  the 
quadrennium. 


“Sunday  School  —  It’s  For  Life!” 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  TRAINING  EVENT 
Saturday,  August  20,  2005  -  9  a.m.-12  p.m. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  Alexandria 

2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria,  LA  71301  (318-443-5696) 

Cost:  $5  per  participant 

9:00am  Gathering  and  Fellowship  with  pastries,  juice,  and  coffee 

9:15am  Worship  and  Plenary  speaker:  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  our  new 

Conference  Director  of  Christian  Education,  will  give  an  overview  of  the  new  “Sunday  School  - 
It’s  For  Life”  emphasis  within  our  conference  in  addition  to  inspiring  and  motivating  Christian 
Educators  to  live  out  the  important  call  God  has  placed  upon  their  lives. 

10:00am  Age-Level  Workshops: 

11:30am  Cokesbury  Resource  Area  for  viewing  of  books,  materials,  and  curriculum. 


To  register,  send  $5  (checks  made  payable  to  First  United  Methodist  Church)  to 

Rev.  Mary  Beth  Foye,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria,  LA  71301  by  Monday,  Aug.  15,  2005. 


Name 

Class  Attending 

Local  Congregation 

Phone  Number 

email 

Africa  University  may 
help  test  HIV  vaccine 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)~ 
Researchers  from  St.  Jude  Children's 
Research  Hospital  in  Memphis,  Term, 
say  Africa  University  and  Zimbabwe  are 
good  potential  partners  in  an  initiative 
to  test  the  effectiveness  of  an  HIV  vac¬ 
cine  on  people  in  Africa. 

"This  would  be  a  first  for  Africa,"  said 
Dr.  Karen  Slobod,  co-leader  of  the  HIV 
Therapeutics  and  Vaccine  Development 
team  working  at  the  Children's 
Infectious  Disease  Center  at  St  Jude. 

Slobod  and  her  colleagues  have  been 
working  on  the  vaccine  for  a  number  of 
years.  Described  as  bold  and  ambitious 
in  terms  of  what  it  hopes  to  accomplish, 
the  vaccine  is  designed  to  cause  the 
immune  system  to  respond  to  multiple 
strains  of  die  virus  from  different  parts 
of  the  world.  It  is  also  to  offer  protection 
against  infection  from  those  strains  and 
others  that  may  develop  as  the  virus 
mutates. 

Researchers  have  completed  much  of 
the  phase  one  testing  —  safety  trials  to 
determine  how  well  people  tolerate  the 
component  drugs.  They  are  now  ready 
to  move  to  phase  two:  investigating 
whether  or  not  the  vaccine  actually  pro¬ 
tects  people  who  are  at  risk  from 
becoming  infected  with  HIV.  The 
research  team  wants  to  run  simultane¬ 
ous  vaccine  trials  with  volunteers  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Africa. 

"The  clock  is  ticking,  so  why  not  now 
and  why  not  Africa,"  said  Slobod. 
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Snapshots  of  Annual 
Conference  2005 


Rev.  Abraham  Davis  delivers  the  sermon  during  the 
Memorial  Service  at  Annual  Conference  as  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson  looks  on.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Recognized  for  their  years  of  service  at  annual  conference 
were  Ned  Randolph,  conference  lay  leader,  Jim  Anderson, 
associate  lay  leader,  and  Joanne  White,  lay  speaking  chair. 
All  three  stepped  down  from  their  positions.  Buzzy  Anding, 
Sara  Kreutziger  and  Jane  Blackwell  will  replace  them, 
respectively.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Gonzales  church  selling  bonds 


First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Gonzales  was  expe¬ 
riencing  growing  pains. 

"We  are  in  a  growing  area, 
and  our  church  was  growing  as 
well.  It  was  even  tought  to  find 
enough  space  to  hold  all  the 
Sunday  school  classes,"  said 
Rev.  Gary  Willis,  pastor. 

New  facilities  for  the  church 
have  recently  been  completed, 
and  include  an  office  complex, 
a  nursery  complex  and  a 
multi-purpose  facility. 

To  finance  the  project,  First 


UMC  took  out  a  construction 
loan,  and  now  they  are  in  the 
phase  of  moving  the  construc¬ 
tion  loan  into  permanent 
financing. 

To  resolve  this  obligation, 
the  church  is  authorizing  the 
sale  of  bonds  against  the  con¬ 
struction  debt. 

Russell  Keibler,  finance 
chairperson  for  First  UMC, 
may  be  contacted  for  more 
information  by  emailing  rus- 
sell.keibler@shawgrp.com  or 
by  calling  (225)  675-6643. 


In  Memoriam,  from  page  6 


JULY  25,  1926  -  APRIL  15,  2005 
Originally  from  England,  Marjorie  Joyce 
Hollingsworth  was  a  faithful  servant  of  God  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Most  recently,  she 
served  as  president  of  the  Greenwood  United 
Methodist  Church  Women.  Her  husband,  Johnny 
Hollingsworth,  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  son,  daughter,  five  grandchildren  and 
six  great  grandchildren. 

XV  JAMES  RICHARD  HUBER 
OCTOBER  16,  1938  -  AUGUST  30,  2004 
Jim,  originally  from  Iowa,  was  called  into  min¬ 
istry  as  a  second  career.  He  attended  St.  Paul 
School  ofTheology  and  served  two  student 
appointments  there.  He  took  a  full-time  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  Missouri  West  Conference  while  his 
wife,  Sandra,  attended  seminary.  In  1991,  he 
began  serving  the  Louisiana  Conference.  He  is 
survived  by  Sandra  three  sons,  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren,  and  two  great  grandchildren. 

XVI.  BOBBI  SILL  MCCALL 

APRIL  30,  1931  -  NOVEMBER  15,  2004 
Bobbi,  originally  from  Oklahoma,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  and  was  the  director  of  the  Singles 
Group  Program  there  for  many  years.  She  was  an 
interior  designer  for  Designer's  Showroom.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Rev.  Clifford  McCall,  two 
sons,  three  daughters,  fifteen  grandchildren,  one 
great-grandchild. 

XVII.  ELOISE  DANIELS  MCELROY 
JANUARY  7,  191 1  -  JULY  7,  2004 
Eloise  was  married  to  Rev.  Talmadge  E. 

McElroy,  and  happily  served  by  his  side,  as  he 
served  more  than  fifteen  appointments  during  his 
forty  years  of  active  ministry.  She  was  an  Eastern 
Star,  Funeral  Home  Director,  Church  Mother,  and 
mother  and  friend  to  all,  wherever  God  placed  her. 
Her  husband,  Rev.  Talmadge  E.  McElroy,  preceded 
her  in  death. 

XVIII.  GEORGE  F.  PEARCE,  JR. 

DECEMBER  30,  1914  -  FEBRUARY  21,  2005 
In  1939  George  founded  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  and  returned  to  serve  there 
after  retirement.  He  served  five  other  churches 
and  was  District  Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District  from  1964-1969.  During  World  War  II, 
George  was  a  Navy  Chaplain.  He  heard  the  call  of 
discipleship  and  was  a  strong  man  of  God.  He  is 
survived  by  four  children,  seven  grandchildren 
and  nine  great-grandchildren. 

XDC  DONALD  MONROE  RISINGER 
FEBRUARY  16,  1910  -  MARCH  10,  2005 
Don  was  bom  at  Kelvin,  The  Territory  of 
Arizona.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  first 
wife,  Marie  Clemons  Risinger;  his  second  wife, 
Hettie  Sue  Harrison  Risinger.  He  is  survived  by 
three  children,  a  stepson,  stepdaughter,  13  grand¬ 
children  and  14  great  grandchildren.  Don  was  an 
active  minister  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
56  years,  building  church  buildings  and  installing 
many  pipe  organs. 

XX.  RILEY  WILLIAM  SANSON,  JR. 

MAY  23,  1933  -  DECEMBER  10,  2004 

Riley  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Tommie;  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  son,  a  grandson  and  four  step  grandchildren. 
Riley  served  churches  in  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
worked  as  an  educational  psychologist  before  he 
began  his  ministry  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

In  addition  to  his  ministry  in  three  denominations 
and  a  career  in  psychology,  he  wrote  and  pub¬ 
lished  a  number  of  poems  and  books. 

XXI.  JOHN  ERNEST  SCARF 
FEBRUARY  14,  1930  -  OCTOBER  22,  2004 
John  is  survived  by  his  wife  Lynella  Cruse 

Russell  Scarf,  a  son,  daughter,  stepson,  three 
grandchildren,  two  great  grandchildren,  three  step 
grandchildren,  and  ten  step  great  grandchildren. 
John's  ministry  began  in  another  denomination. 


He  was  received  into  full  connection  on  May  31, 
1974,  and  took  disability  leave  in  June  of  1994 
after  serving  ten  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  His  total  ministry  spanned  forty-four 
years. 

XXII.  DOROTHY  G.  SINGLETARY 
JULY  22,  1933  -  SEPTEMBER  25,  2004 
Dorothy  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Rev.  Paul 
C.  Singletary,  Sr.  She  and  Paul  raised  six  children. 
She  had  eight  grandchildren  and  a  step-grand- 
daughter.  She  served  faithfully  by  Paul's  side  in 
each  of  his  seven  appointments.  Upon  Paul's 
retirement,  they  moved  to  St.  Amant,  and  Dorothy 
was  active  at  Faithful  United  Methodist  Church. 
XXIII.  GRACE  ALLEN  SPINKS 
AUGUST  3,  1915  -  OCTOBER  2,  2004 
Grace  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband 
of  55  years,  Rev.  Otis  Spinks,  and  is  survived  by 
three  children,  nine  grandchildren  and  fifteen 
great  grandchildren.  She  shared  in  and  supported 
her  husband  in  every  facet  of  church  life.  She  was 
widely  active  in  community  organizations  and 
outreach  programs.  Her  love  and  compassion 
was  exemplified  through  her  care  of  Otis  after  he 
suffered  a  stroke  in  1977. 

XXIV.  JOYCE  CLARK  STILTNER 
JUNE  21,  1934  -  AUGUST  6,  2004 
Joyce  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  received  a 
degree  in  nursing  from  the  Nashville  General 
Hospital  School  of  Nursing.  Joyce  was  married  to 
Richard  Thompson  Stiltner,  who  at  that  time  was 
a  Southern  Baptist  Minister.  They  began  serving 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  1989  in  Arkansas, 
and  transferred  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1991.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  six  grandchildren. 

XXV  SHARON  LEE  BONNER  TEETER 
AUGUST  12,  1940  -  JANUARY  25,  2005 
Sharon  met  her  husband,  Rev.  Richard  Teeter, 
both  Music  Education  majors,  while  attending 
Arkansas  Tech.  Sharon  loved  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  participated  in  all  its  min¬ 
istries.  Her  main  interest  was  church  music. 
Sharon  was  an  outstanding  musician  and  played 
both  the  organ  and  piano  with  professional  profi¬ 
ciency.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  four  grandchildren. 

XXVI.  FLORINE  ROSS  TOWNSEND 
JUNE  10,  1912  -  OCTOBER  30,  2004 
Florine  was  originally  from  West  Virginia,  refer¬ 
ring  to  Louisiana  as  her  “adopted”  home  state. 

She  was  a  dedicated  minister's  wife.  Her  husband 
of  47  years,  Dr.  A.W.  Townsend,  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  was  an  accomplished  musician,  and 
worked  with  the  youth  at  many  of  the  churches 
where  they  were  appointed.  She  is  survived  by 
her  daughter,  two  grandchildren  and  four  great 
grandchildren. 

XXVII.  WILLIE  MAE  WHITE 
DECEMBER  13,  1916  -  FEBRUARY  26,  2005 
Willie  Mae  began  serving  Christ  at  the  Antioch 
Baptist  Church  of  Frierson,  Louisiana.  In  later 
years,  she  united  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Willie  Mae  was  married  to  Rev.  Arthur 
White,  Sr.  They  had  four  children.  Three  of  her 
children  and  husband  preceded  her  in  death.  She 
raised  her  granddaughter,  Willie  Mae  White  Davis. 
Survivors  include  a  daughter,  three  grandchildren 
and  four  great  grandchildren. 

XXVIII.  LEE  GRAY  WILSON 
SEPTEMBER  16,  1910  -  JUNE  15,  2004 
Lee  Gray  began  his  ministry  in  the  North  Little 
Rock  Conference.  He,  his  wife  Ann  and  children 
transferred  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  1952, 
where  he  served  eight  churches.  Retiring  in  1977, 
he  continued  to  serve  as  a  retired  local  pastor  at 
the  Belcher  and  Cross  Roads  churches.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  daughters,  four  grandaughters,  three 
step-grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren  and 
three  step-great  grandchildren. 


Clergy  counseling 
funds  now  available 

Did  you  know  that  there  are  coun¬ 
seling  funds  available  for  clergy  who 
are  under  appointment,  as  well  as  for 
their  immediate  family  members? 

To  apply,  write  to  the  chairperson 
for  the  Care  and  Nurture  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry: 
Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  115  E.  D'Amour, 
Chalmette,  LA,  70043. 

In  your  request,  please  include  the 
name  of  the  licensed  counseling  pro¬ 
fessional  you  wish  to  use  and  their 
mailing  address.  Grants  are  made  of 
up  to  $300  per  request,  and  paid 
directly  to  the  counselor. 

Names  of  those  receiving  counsel¬ 
ing  are  kept  stricdy  confidential  by 
the  Care  and  Nurture  chairperson. 
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Least  of  These 

active  in  Angola  hospice  program 


The 

United  Methodists 

BY  JOHN  GORDON 

ANGOLA,  La.  (UMNS)-With  an  aver¬ 
age  sentence  of  88  years,  and  many  life 
sentences  without  the  possibility  of 
parole,  most  prisoners  at  Louisiana 
State  Penitentiary  at  Angola  will  die 
here. 

But  a  hospice  program,  which 
includes  volunteers  horn  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  within  the 


prison  walls,  is  giving  new  hope  to 
dying  inmates. 

“The  hospice  program  fit  because 
we’re  a  community  and  a  culture,”  said 
Warden  Burl  Cain.  “And  in  a  communi¬ 
ty  and  a  culture,  there’s  dying.  And 
when  there’s  dying,  there’s  a  need  for 
hospice.” 

Cain  estimates  that  90  percent  of 
the  more  than  5,000  prisoners  at 


Angola  will  die  there. 

“I  think  that  every  man,  in  then- 
mind,  they  wonder  what’s  after  this, 
what’s  after  this  life,”  said  Ron  Hicks, 
who  leads  the  United  Methodist  con 
gregation  at  Angola.  He  also  volun¬ 
teers  with  the  hospice  program. 

“If  God  chooses  not  to  heal,  and 

See  Hospice,  page  3 
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Prisoners  walk  behind  a  horse-drawn  hearse 
and  sing  during  an  inmate's  funeral  at  the 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at  Angola,  above. 
The  prisoners,  who  customarily  hold  a  New 
Orleans-style  service  for  inmates  who  have 
died  while  in  prison,  built  the  hearse.  While  in 
the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at  Angola, 
hospice  patient  and  inmate  Charlie  Finley  is 
comforted  by  fellow  inmate  Ron  Hicks.  Hicks 
leads  a  United  Methodist  congregation  at  the 
prison  and  is  a  volunteer  with  the  hospice 
program.  Nine  out  of  1 0  prisoners  will  die 
while  serving  time  in  Angola,  umns  photos  by 

John  Gordon. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"Who  was  Nellie  Mudgett?" 


Jammin'  with  Jesus 

Youth  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell,  recently  led  all  aspects  of  worship 
at  the  Annual  Youth  Sunday  Service.  The  theme  of  the  service  was  "A  Bread 
Crumb  and  Fish". The  youth  group  focuses  on  "the  four  F's:"Fun,  Fellowship,  and 
Faith,  rooted  in  a  strong  Christian  Foundation. The  group  meets  every  Sunday 
from  5-7  p.m.  in  the  church's  Family  Life  Center. 


New  resources  available  from  conference 


For  some  reason  Nellie  Mudgett  has 
been  on  my  mind  recendy.  When  I’m 
sitting  in  church  on  Sunday  mornings, 
Mrs.  Mudgett  comes  into  my  thoughts. 
When  I’m  walking  in  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  hours,  Nellie  appears  in  the  mus- 
ings  of  the  day.  When  I  was  thinking 
about  what  to  write  for  this  column, 
there  she  was  again.  Actually  I  had 
been  planning  to  develop  a  sermon 
around  her,  but  somehow  she  won’t 
let  me  wait  that  long. 

I  never  really  knew  Nellie  Mudgett. 
In  fact,  I  couldn't  find  a  lot  of  people 
who  had  known  her.  I  don't  know  if 
she  was  the  formidable  dowager  who 
sat  in  the  front  of  the  church  with  one 
of  those  wraps  made  out  of  animal 
skins  (you  remember  the  ones  with  the 
heads  and  beady  eyes!)  carefully 
draped  about  her  neck.  Or  was  she  the 
mere  wisp  of  a  woman  who  sat  shyly 
in  the  middle  of  the  congregation,  who 
smiled  at  everyone  in  the  pews  but 
who  never  held  a  major  position  of 
political  importance.  Or  perhaps,  she 
was  the  social  butterfly  who  was  the 
life  of  the  party  and  the  most  impecca¬ 
bly  dressed  woman  in  the  fellowship.  I 
don't  know  how  to  imagine  her.  But  I 
never  stood  up  to  preach  on  Sunday- at 
one  of  the  churches  I  had  the  privilege 
of  serving  that  she  wasn't  in  my 
thoughts.  That's  because  someone 
loved  her  enough  that  in  her  memory 
they  made  possible  the  purchase  of 
the  pulpit  of  that  church.  On  the  side 
of  that  beautiful  piece  of  chancel  fur¬ 
niture  was  a  small  brass  plaque,  very 
unobtrusive  and  seen  only  by  the  one 
who  was  about  to  preach,  that  read, 

“In  loving  memory  of  Nellie  Mudgett.” 

For  eight  years  I  wondered  about 
Nellie.  And  now,  even  though  my  days 
to  speak  from  that  pulpit  are  long  ago 
and  far  away,  she  is  still  in  my  mind. 
Why  the  pulpit?  Why  not  a  stained 
glass  window?  Or  the  altar  table?  Or 
the  lectern?  Why  the  pulpit?  Why  was 
that  sacred  space  where  the  preacher 
stands  to  proclaim  the  Word  given  “in 
loving  memory  of  Nellie  Mudgett.” 

Was  she  a  living  example  of  the  Word 
of  God?  Was  she  a  proclaimer  of  the 
gospel  herself?  Was  she  one  who 
prized  the  sacred  Word  and  who  thirst¬ 
ed  to  hear  it  shared?  Who  was  Nellie 
Mudgett? 

Though  she  is  named,  she  falls  into 
that  endless  line  of  splendor  of  people 
who  make  up  the  now  unknown  mil¬ 
lions  who  have  paved  the  way  for  us 
who  worship  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  and  who  proclaim  the 
Son  of  God  as  our  Lord  and  Savior  and 
who  rely  on  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  give  us  the  strength  to  trod  the 
stony  road.  She  takes  her  place  in  that 
great  cloud  of  witnesses  who  lean  over 
the  batdements  of  heaven  and  cheer 
us  on  our  way  as  we  are  led  into  the 
light  and  as  we  assume  our  places  in 


the  ever-moving 
throng  who  are 
making  their  way 
to  the  throne  of  the 
living  God.  She  is 
like  the  unnamed 
woman  who  broke 
the  jar  of  expensive 
ointment  and 
bathed  Jesus’  head 
Bishop  William  w.  with  it  and  of 
Hutchinson  whom  he  said  we 

would  tell  her  story 
“wherever  the  gospel  is  preached  in 
the  whole  world.”  (Mark  14:9) 

I  never  knew  Nellie  Mudgett,  but 
what  she  has  done  in  service  to  her 
Lord  and  the  pulpit  that  stands  in  her 
memory  have  provided  a  church  and  a 
sacred  space  from  which  the  Word  of 
God  is  proclaimed  every  Sunday  and 
many  other  times  during  the  week. 
Because  of  Nellie,  lives  have  been 
changed  and  lives  are  still  being 
changed,  and  lives  will  always  be 
changed  because  the  telling  of  the 
story  of  Jesus  is  life  changing! 

What  will  be  left  in  our  wake?  Will 
we  secure  a  place  for  those  who  come 
after  us  to  stand  and.  proclaim  the 
gospel?  Will  we  enable  the  freedom  of 
worship  so  that  people  of  our  persua¬ 
sion  and  of  differing  persuasions  can 
give  praise  and  homage  to  our  God? 
Will  we  guarantee  the  freedom  of  dis¬ 
agreement  in  the  loving  spirit  of  Christ 
-  a  freedom  of  disagreement  that  has 
led  to  many  sacred  traditions  that  we 
cherish  and  for  which  we  will  give  our 
lives  to  insure  their  continuance? 

What  will  be  left  in  our  wake? 

As  we  celebrate  another  Fourth  of 
July  and  as  we  find  ourselves  faced 
with  an  uncertainty  about  our  life 
together  that  we  haven't  seen  before,  it 
seems  that  the  fundamental  questions 
about  how  we  face  our  faith  are  a 
major  part  of  what  our  life  together 
into  the  future  might  be.  It  isn't  just  a 
political  celebration  we  will  observe.  It 
is  truly  an  observance  about  the  very 
essence  of  who  we  are  as  a  people. 

Thank  you  Nellie  Mudgett  for  mak¬ 
ing  a  strong  witness  for  God  and  for 
being  faithful  enough  that  your  family 
or  friends  wanted  to  provide  a  pulpit 
in  your  memory.  You  have  inspired  me 
many  a  Sunday,  many  a  Christmas 
Eve,  many  a  funeral  and  many  a  wed¬ 
ding.  I  pray  that  my  own  life  will  count 
for  something  pertinent  enough  that 
when  I  am  long  gone  from  this  earth, 
those  who  follow  will  have  a  better  life 
and  a  better  understanding  of  life 
because  I  passed  this  way.  That  would 
make  my  journey  worth  it  all. 

In  Christ's  love, 

fen 


Npvy.available  for.  United  Methodist 
Women  groups  from  the  Conference 
Resource  Center  are  three  studies  avail¬ 
able  for  this  year. 

1. 2005  Mission  Studies  Video 
This  fast-paced  video  gives  further 
perspective  on  the  three  mission  study 
themes  for  2005. 

The  video  can  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  mission  study  book  or  as  a  dis¬ 
cussion  starter  on  any  of  the  three  top¬ 
ics.  A  study  guide  is  included. 
(Approximately  40  minutes.) 

2.  India  &  Pakistan 
Church  leaders  from  both  countries 
describe  social,  political,  and  theological 


issues  that  impact  these  two  countries 
and  their  churches. 

3.  Public  Education 
A  look  at  programs  through  which 
local  churches  work  to  enrich  the  lives  of 
public  school  children.is  the  2005 
Mission  Studies  video  from  the  Service 
Center  -  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Please  contact  Shirlene  Spears  to 
schedule  your  date  of  use: 
ShirlenS@BellSouth.net 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
(225)  346-1646 
(888)  239-5286 
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FOCUS  '05  offers  vision 

NASHVILLE  -  The  upcoming  national 
training  event  for  United  Methodist 
workers  with  children,  FOCUS  ’05,  will 
renew  leaders  and  teachers  who  work 
with  children  and  will  cast  a  vision  for 
children's  ministry. 

The  theme  for  FOCUS  '05  is  “Hand  in 
Hand:  Building  Community  with 
Children”.  The  theme  is  based  on  the 
Council  of  Bishops'  statement  on  chil¬ 
dren  and  poverty,  “Our  Shared  Dream: 

The  Beloved  Community.” 

In  The  Beloved  Community  love  and 
justice  rule;  everyone's  worth  is 
affirmed;  diversity  enriches  all  lives 
through  common  memories  and  a 
shared  future;  stories  inspire  hope;  and 
all  are  loved  unconditionally  and  forever. 
FOCUS  '05  will  wrestle  with  what  it 
means  to  be  leaders  in  ministry  with 
children  -  to  live  in  and  toward  a  beloved 
community. 

Mary  Jane  Pierce  Norton,  Director  of 
Family  and  Life-Span  Ministries  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  shares, 

“Our  hope  for  those  who  attend  is  that 
they  will  experience  support  from  others 
who  are  in  ministry  with  children  and 
their  families,  increase  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  children  and  childhood,  and  leave 
renewed  in  spirit  and  commitment  for 
continued  ministry,  for,  by  and  with  chil¬ 
dren.” 

The  FOCUS  event,  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  takes  place 
once  every  four  years  and  more  than 
1000  adult  workers  with  children  are 
expected  to  attend. 

FOCUS  ’05  meets  July  26-29,  2005  at 
Brentwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Brentwood,  Term. 

G.R.A.C.E.Camp  helps 

G.RA.C.E.  Camp  (God’s  Really 
Awesome  Camping  Experience)  is  in  its 
seventh  year  of  operation.  This  unique 
ministry  serves  children  who  have  an 
incarcerated  parent,  or  parents. 

These  children  suffer  as  victims  of 
crime  and  are  often  forgotten. 

G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  offers  us  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  show  them  they  are  not  forgot¬ 
ten,  but  are  loved  by  God  and  by  us. 

The  first  camp  began  at  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center,  and  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  is 
now  held  in  four  locations.  The  support 
of  generous  and  loving  United 
Methodists  and  others  makes  this 
opportunity  possible.  There  is  no  cost  to 
the  children  who  attend  this  camp  and  it 
is  staffed  by  volunteers  who  give  of  their 
time  and  love  to  minister  to  these  chil¬ 
dren. 

Putting  on  the  four  camps  annually 
costs  approximately  $40,000.  Obviously, 
this  ministry  needs  a  strong  base  of  sup¬ 
port. 

The  Louisiana  Department  of 
Corrections,  under  the  leadership  of 
Secretary  Richard  Stalder,  has  been  very 
supportive.  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  has 
received  contributions  from  several  cor¬ 
rectional  facilities,  where  the  residents 
have  raised  money  through  various  proj¬ 
ects.  It  is  very  meaningful  to  the 
campers  when  we  tell  them  that  money 
from  those  in  prison  help  us  to  hold 
G.R.A.C.E.  camps.  Each  believes  their 
parent  helped  with  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp.  It 
also  touches  them  when  they  are  told 


for  childrens' ministry 

FOCUS  '05  offers  over  145  workshops 
to  support  the  work  of  Sunday  School 
teachers,  children's  council  coordina¬ 
tors,  directors  of  children's  ministries, 
child  advocates,  pastors,  vacation  Bible 
school  leaders,  and  children's  mission 
project  planners. 

FOCUS  '05  has  nacks  for  adult  work¬ 
ers  with  children  who  are  beginners  or 
seasoned,  for  small  churches  and  large 
churches,  and  for  urban,  suburban  and 
rural  settings.  The  workshops  focus  on 
Christian  education,  worship  and 
preaching,  Sunday  School,  Bible  Study, 
disciple-making  systems,  mission,  par¬ 
enting,  family,  multi-cultural  outreach, 
developmental  trends,  etc. 

Keynote  speakers  and  worship  lead¬ 
ers  include  Sofiyah  Fosua,  Bishop  Larry 
Goodpaster,  Ken  Medema,  Bonnie 
Miller-McLemore,  Bishop  Sharon 
Zimmerman  and  Dr.  Fred  Smith. 

Throughout  the  event  there  will  be 
opportunities  for  fellowship  and  net¬ 
working  with  adult  workers  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Participants  are  encouraged  to 
bring  their  ideas,  tips  and  best  practices 
to  share  with  others. 

When  asked  what  difference  this 
would  make  in  the  life  of  a  church, 

Pierce  Norton  responds,  "FOCUS  helps 
leaders  become  better  teachers,  better 
advocates  for  the  needs  of  children,  and 
better  guides  to  help  children  live  as  dis¬ 
ciples  through  church  and  home  life. 
Leaders  return  to  their  churches 
inspired,  nurtured  spiritually  and 
renewed  with  ideas  which  benefits  our 
congregations.” 

For  information  and  registration,  call 
615-340-7190,  email  focus@gbod.org  or 
log  on  to  www.focus05.org. 

children  of  incarcerated 

that  we  are  able  to  have  the  camps 
because  people  they  don't  know--and 
who  don't  know  them-provide  this 
experience  for  them. 

Teen  Camp  has  already  been  held  this 
summer.  Teen  Camp  is  for  those  who 
have  attended  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  in  the 
past,  but  who  are  now  beyond  the  age 
limit  for  regular  camps.  Some  of  the 
young  people  have  attended  since  the 
first  camp  was  held.  Some  have  stepped 
into  leadership  roles  and  help  with  the 
other  camps.  The  dates  of  the  other 
camps  are:  Caney  Conference  Center, 
July  11-15;  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center, 

July  25-29;  Camp  Hardtner,  August  3-7. 

Please  offer  your  prayers  and  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  these  camps.  Lives  truly 
are  touched  with  the  love  of  Jesus  during 
these  experiences.  A  scholarship  for 
each  child  is  $250.  Any  gift  will  be  most 
appreciated.  Gifts  to  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp 
are  a  wonderful  way  to  honor  someone 
and  remember  someone  with  a  memori¬ 
al  gift.  Jesus  said,  “Suffer  the  little  chil¬ 
dren  to  come  unto  me.”  Your  gift  to 
G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  brings  the  children  to 
Jesus. 

You  may  mail  your  contributions  to 
1214  N.  Second  St.,  Jena,  LA  71342.  If 
you  are  interested  in  working  in  a  camp, 
please  contact  Lorris  or  Becky  Wimberly 
at  (225)  642-5949. 

Thank  you  for  the  support  you  have 
given  us  in  the  past  and  for  what  you 
will  do  now.  This  wonderful  ministry 
could  not  be  possible  without  you. 


they  wind  up  dying,  then  I  know  that 
God  has  a  purpose  even  in  eternity  for 
them,”  Hicks  said. 

Hicks  was  19  when  he  was  sentenced 
to  life  in  prison  for  second-degree  mur¬ 
der.  He  is  now  35. 

He  said  he  was  "broken  down”  when 
his  lawyer  told  him  he  could  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  behind  bars  if  convicted. 

“I  really  began  to  seek  God  concern¬ 
ing  my  future  and  asking  God  to  help 
me  through  this,”  he  said.  “God  has  real¬ 
ly  given  me  the  joy  and  the  strength  to 
make  it  through  the  time  in  prison.” 

Now,  Hicks  tries  to  pass  along  that 
hope  to  fellow  inmates.  He  said  the 
United  Methodist  congregation  totals 
more  than  200  members. 

Cain  credits  the  “moral  rehabilitation” 
of  prisoners  with  changing  Angola  from 
one  of  the  bloodiest  prisons  in  the  coun¬ 
try  to  what  he  describes  as  one  of  the 
safest. 

Three  chapels  have  been  built  and 
two  more  are  under  construction  on  the 
sprawling,  18,000-acre  prison  grounds, 
surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Cain  calls  the  chapels  "islands  of  free¬ 
dom.” 

“Inmates  are  people,  too,  and  many 
of  these  crimes  were  committed  20  and 
30  years  ago,”  he  said.  “And  what  we  did 
is,  we  created  an  atmosphere  where  you 

could  be  what  you  could  be.  You  had  a 
chance  to  be  good,  and  it  would  be  OK.’ 

Cain  said  as  long  as  prisoners  respect 
the  rules,  guards  are  not  oppressive. 
Besides  building  chapels,  Cain  also 
encourages  churches  from  outside  the 
prison  to  send  ministry  teams  to  Angola. 

“If  you  want  to  live  and  do  right,  then 
you  can  lead  a  pretty  decent  life  here  in 
prison.  You  just  can’t  leave,”  he  said. 

Inmate  Gary  Norris,  36,  said  his  life 


NEWYORK  (UMNS)  —When Victoria 
Clark  won  the  2005  Tony  Award  for  best 
actress  in  a  musical,  it  was  recognition 
for  what  has  been  the  role  of  her  career. 

As  Margaret  Johnson  in  the  new 
musical,  "The  Light  in  the  Piazza,"  by 
Adam  Guettel  and  Craig  Lucas,  Clark  has 
impressed  critics  and  theater-goers  alike 
with  her  emotional  depth  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  voice. 

But  at  the  Church  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Andrew,  United  Methodist,  on  the  Upper 
West  Side  of  Manhattan,  she  also  has 
won  raves  for  directing  the  children’s 
Christmas  pageant. 

The  congregation  has  cheered  her  on 
as  "The  Light  in  the  Piazza"  progressed 


has  changed  since  being  sentenced  to 
life  at  Angola  for  murder.  Norris  is  also  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  at  the  prison. 

“I’ve  actually  been  near  death,  so  I 
know  what  it  feels  like,”  said  Norris.  I 
think  it’s  important  to  have  somebody 
there  with  you,  to  talk  to  you,  comfort 
you  and  tell  you  about  God.” 

Robert  Toney,  an  Angola  staffer  and 
supervisor  of  the  prison’s  chaplains 
department,  said  volunteers  not  only 
minister  to  inmates,  but  help  them  get 
dressed  and  push  their  wheelchairs 
around  the  hospice  ward. 

Aging  prisoners  face  problems  just 
like  those  outside  the  walls,  with  cancer, 
heart  disease  and  other  illnesses. 

“It  is  unbelievable  the  love  and  the 
care  that  they  receive  through  hospice,” 
Toney  said.”This  is  a  very  innovative 
program,” 

Family  visits  are  also  allowed  to  hos¬ 
pice  patients.  But  some  inmates  still  die 
at  Angola  without  relatives  attending 
their  funerals. 

Cain’s  push  for  dying  with  dignity 
extends  to  prison  funerals.  Wooden 
coffins  made  by  inmates  are  carried  in  a 
horse-drawn  hearse,  also  built  by  pris¬ 
oners. 

Inmates  walk  behind  the  hearse, 
singing  hymns  before  paying  their  last 
respects  at  the  prison  cemetery. 

How  does  Cain  know  if  prisoners 
with  a  violent  past  are  sincere  in  their 
religious  beliefs?  He  doesn’t.  Judging 
someone  else  is  not  his  job  as  a  warden, 
he  said. 

"If  you’re  lying  to  yourself,  then  when 
you  die,  that  old  man’s  going  to  poke 
you  with  that  pitchfork  if  you’re  not 
careful,”  Cain  said.  “And  that’s  between 
you  and  God  because  God’s  the  judge, 
not  me.” 


from  runs  in  Seattle  and  Chicago  to 
Broadway. 

"People  knew  that  she’d  been  working 
on  this  role  as  kind  of  a  life’s  work,"  said 
the  Rev.  James  "K"  Karpen,  the  church’s 
pastor. 

Other  Tony  winners  for  "Piazza"  were 
Guettel,  best  original  score  and,  with  Ted 
Sperling  and  Bruce  Coughlin,  best 
orchestrations;  Michael  Yeargan,  best 
scenic  design;  Catherine  Zuber,  best  cos¬ 
tume  design;  and  Christopher  Akerlind, 
best  lighting  design.  In  addition  to  the 
Tony,  Clark  was  named  best  actress  in  a 
musical  by  the  Drama  Desk  and  Outer 
Critics  Circle.  She  also  received  a  Joseph 
Jefferson  Award  in  2004  in  Chicago. 


Youth  Director 

FUMC--Houma  is  looking  for  a  full  time  Youth  Director.  We  would  like 
someone  who  enjoys  working  with  youth,  is  self  motivated,  has  a 
good  work  ethic,  and  is  a  team  player.  Housing  is  provided  and  the 
salary  is  commensurate  with  experience.  A  September  1 , 2005  start 
date  is  desirable.  If  you  are  interested  send  a  letter  with  a  resume  to: 
Youth  Director  Search,  FUMC  Houma,  61 09  Highway  31 1,  Houma,  LA 
70360  or  e-mail  information  to  barryhoek@aol.com. 


Congregation  cheers  Tony  award  winner 
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Louisiana  Conference  Special  Ministries 


Youth  participants  gather  for  a  photo  during  the  2004  W.T.  Handy  Conference  in  New 
Orleans. 


"There  are  different  kinds  of  gifts,  but  the 
same  Spirit.  There  are  different  kinds  of 
working  but  the  same  God  works  all  of 
them  in  all  men. "  1  Corinthians  12: 4  and  6 

Special  Ministries  serves  as  a  catalyst 
for  strengthening  ethnic  local  churches 
and  to  promote  unity  in  the  midst  of 
diversity  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

An  important  part  of  Special 
Ministries  is  to  provide  specific  training 
and  conferencing  for  various  ethnic 
groups  through  events  like  the 
Convocation  for  Pastors  of  African 
American  Churches  in  Houston,  the  W.  T. 
Handy  Convocation,  the  Church  Leaders 

Summit  for  Pastors  and  Laity  of 
African  American  Churches,  Ministering 
to  Hispanics  for  non-Hispanics,  and  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Native 
American  Seminar  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Special  Ministries  provides  consulta¬ 
tion  and  training  for  the  Shalom  Zone 
Ministry,  an  initiative  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  pro¬ 
motes  understanding  and  community 
initiatives.  The  Grandparent  Housing 
initiative,  facilitated  by  First  Street  _ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  provides  housing  and  support  to 
grandparents  suddenly  faced  with  the 


task  of  raising  grandchildren.  A  Shalom 
Zone  initiative  through  Phillips 
Memorial  in  New  Orleans  involves  a 
long-range  urban  redevelopment  plan 
focusing  on  empowerment  of  individu¬ 
als  in  the  surrounding  community. 

Special  Ministries  also  provides  serv¬ 
ices  to  our  Hispanic  sisters  and  brothers. 
The  Conference's  only  Hispanic  Church 
manages  an  Outreach  Center  in  Kenner, 
and  a  broadcast  in  Spanish  to  over 
10,000  persons  weekly.  El  Mesias  UMC 
provides  lessons  in  English,  GED  for 
Spanish  speakers  and  much  more.The 
Dulac  Community  Center  provides 
social,  recreational  and  educational 
services  to  the  Native  American  popula¬ 
tion  of  Terrebonne  Parish.  Summer 
youth  programs,  produce  and  food  dis¬ 
tributions  and  a  pre-school  program  are 
just  a  few  of  the  many  ways  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  serves  Native 
Americans. 

Asian  Ministries  include  a  Vietnamese 
Ministry,  operating  with  interns  through 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  in  Baton 
Rouge;  a  Chinese  Ministry  offered 
through  Trinity  in  Ruston  and  a  Korean 
Ministry  in  New  Orleans. 

Special  Ministries  also  encourages 
diverse  participation  and  connection  of 
ethnic  persons  to  Louisiana  Conference 


Ministries.  A  partnership  with  Faith  and 
Grace  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Shreveport  has  provided  a  community 
garden,  a  free  clinic,  tutoring,  a  clothes 
closet,  free  meals,  and  most  important, 
community  worship.  A  recent  mission  to 


Senegal,  Africa  was  made  by  the  first 
multiracial  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  to  visit  that  area  of  the 
world.  The  Office  of  Special  Ministries 
stands  ready  to  help  your  congregation 
with  its  needs. 


An  Hispanic  Ministry  Summit  will  be  held  Aug.  27  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenner. 


Hispanic  Ministry  Summit  set  for  August 


An  Hispanic  Ministry  Summit  is 
slated  for  Aug.  27,  2005  from  10  a.m.- 
3  p.m.  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenner.  The  La. 
Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  and  the  La.  Conference 
Office  of  Church  Extension  and 
Transformation  will  sponsor  the 


summit. 

Participants  will  discuss  the  future 
direction  of  Hispanic  Ministry  in 
New  Orleans,  as  well  as  its  expansion. 
Register  by  contacting  the  La. 
Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  at  (225)  664-7979  or  email; 
robumc@yahoo.com. 


W.  T.  HANDY  CONVOCATION 


DARE  TO  BE  DIFFERENT! 

November  11  -  12,  2005 
STRENGTHENING  THE  BLACK  CHURCH 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 

ADULT/YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  CONFERENCE 

Come  Worship,  Fellowship,  Share  Mission,  Spiritual  Gifts, 
Seminars,  Workshops 

Registration  Fees:  ADULTS  $25.00/YOUNG  ADULTS  &  YOUTH  $15.00 

REGISTRATIONFORM 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  NO. _ _ _ 

EMAIL _ _ _ 

CHURCH  NAME _ 

CHURCH  DISTRICT  _ 

CHURCH  POSITION _ _ _ 

YOUTH _ YOUNG  ADULT _ ADULT _  please  check  one 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO:  LA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
MAILING  ADDRESS  Dr  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  P  O.  Box  193 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
Phone:  225-664-7979  Fax  225-664-7955 
Email:  robumciajyahoo.com 
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Memorandum  from  Director  of  Special  Ministries  to  all  African  American  churches 


Memorandum 

To:  All  Pastors  and  Laity  of  African 
American  Churches 

From:  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Re:  Church  Leaders  Summit  for 
Pastors  and  Laity  of  African  American 
Churches 

May  God's  grace  and  mercy  uphold 


you  as  your  new  Conference  Year  com¬ 
mences. 

This  notice  comes  to  your  attention 
to  invite  you  and  remind  you  as  well  as 
your  congregation  of  our  upcoming 
Church  Leader's  Summit  on  Thursday, 
September  8,  through  Saturday, 
September  10,  at  the  Southern 


University  Wesley  Foundation,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Please  arrive  by  7:00  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  September  8, 2005  for  our 
opening  service  featuring  Dr.  Jim  Salley 
of  Africa  University. 

Our  entire  Conference  is  invited  to 
attend  this  service  as  well  as  non-regis- 


STRENGTHENING  THE  BLACK  CHURCH  IN  LOUISIANA 

LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 

FOR  ALL  PASTORS  AND  LAITY  OF  AFRICAN  AMERICAN 

CHURCHES  IN  LOUISIANA 
SEPT.  8-10,  2005 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION  @  SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY 
748  Harding  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  778-0076 

Presenters 

Dr.  Jim  Salley,  vice  president  of  Africa  University 

Dr.  Melvin  Amerson,  Texas  United  Methodist  Foundation,  on  " Stewardship  " 
Ms.  Diane  Johnson,  GBGM,  on  "Leadership  Development  „ 

Dr.  Joe  Connelly,  La.  Conference,  on  "Community  Economic  Development" 


trants. 

Our  keynote  presenter  will  be:  Dr. 
Melvin  Amerson  of  the  Texas  United 
Methodist  Foundation. 

His  focus  area  will  be  the  subject  of 
Stewardship. 

Ms.  Diane  Johnson  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  share 
regarding  Leadership  Development,  and 
Dr.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of  Phillips- 
Williams  Charge,  New  Orleans  will  ren¬ 
der  a  workshop  on  Community 
Economic  Development. 

The  registration  fee  is  based  on  a 
Church  Team  consisting  of  the  pastor 
and  up  to  eight  laypersons. 

The  scale  is  as  follows: 

1)  0-149  members— $50.00  per  church 

2)  150-299  members-$  100.00  per 
church 

3)  300  members  &  up-$150.00  per 
church 

Please  mail  all  registration  forms  and 
checks  to:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  RO.  Box 
193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 

All  checks  and/or  money  orders  are 
to  be  made  payable  to:  LA  Conference 
UMC. 

Please  mail  all  registration  forms  and 
payments  to  our  office  by  August  1, 

2005. 

If  you  and/or  your  church  delegation 
need  overnight  hotel  accommodations, 
our  Convocation  hotel  is  the  Hilton 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

NAME  OF  YOUR  - 

CHURCH: _ _ _ 

ADDRESS: _ _ _ _ 

CITY : _ STATE: _ ZIPCODE: _ 

PHONE  NO: _ FAX: _ 

EMAIL: _  DISTRICT: _ 

MEMBERSHIP  SIZE  OF  YOUR  CHURCH: _ 

PASTOR’S  NAME: _ _ 

LAITY  NAMES: 

1. _ _ _ - 

2. _ _ _ 

3. _ 

REGISTRATION  FEE: _ _ _ 


For  church  teams  of  the  pastor  and  up  to  eight  laypersons-regi  strati  on  fee  scale- 
based  upon  your  church  membership  according  to  the  2004  La.  Conference  Journal. 
0-149  MEMBERS  150-299  MEMBERS  300  MEMBERS  &  UP 

$50  PER  CHURCH  $100  PER  CHURCH  $150  PER  CHURCH 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  LA  CONFERENCE. 

DEADLINE  FOR  REGISTRATION  IS  AUGUST  26,  2005. 

;  Mailing  address:  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
j  P.  O.  Box  193 

!  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

;  Phone:  (225)  664-7979  fax:  (225)  664-7955 

Email:  robumc@yahoo.com 

j 

To  place  hotel  reservations,  please  contact  Regina  Porter  at  the  Hilton  Garden 
I  Inns  at  (225)  357-6177.  Ask  for  "La.  Conference  United  Methodist  Church"  for 
block  of  rooms. 

i 

_ 


ten  to  fifteen  minutes  driving  time  to 
Southern  University,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  Airport  near 
Southern  University.  A  flyer  listing  room 
rates  is  enclosed. 

The  absolute  deadline  for  the  room 
block  is  Wednesday,  August  10,  2005. 

You  must  utilize  a  credit  card,  which  will 
not  be  charged  by  the  hotel  to  make 
reservations. 

No  rooms  will  be  the  fiscal  responsi¬ 
bility  of  our  La.  Conference  UMC.  Please 
make  your  reservations  by  requesting  to 
speak  to:  Ms.  Regina  Porter  at  225-357- 
6177. 

Our  room  block  is  under  the  name: 

La.  Conference  UMC.  If  you  do  not  con¬ 
fer  with  Ms.  Regina  Porter,  you  will  not 
receive  the  discount  room  rate.  After, 
August  10, 2005,  the  price  of  the  rooms 
will  escalate,  and  we  cannot  promise 
room  availability. 

The  payment  of  your  registration 
covers  Friday  and  Saturday's  workshops. 
Meal  tickets  will  be  sold  separately  at 
Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation 
for  a  separate  fee. 

More  data  is  forthcoming  regarding 
I  meals. 

If  you  have  any  inquiries,  please 
|  email  us  at:  robumc@yahoo.com,  or  call 
|  the  office  at  225-664-7979.  May  God 
J  bless  you,  and  your  congregation! 

Please  see  the  registration  form  in 
this  Special  Insert  of  the  La.  Now!  for 
more  information  on  this  crucial  event, 

!  including  the  tentative  Church  Leaders 
!  Summit  schedule,  hotel  information, 
and  the  registration  form  at  left. 

Note:  The  La.  Conference  Office  of 
|  Special  Ministries  strongly  encourages 
|  you  to  be  in  attendance. 

However,  if  you  are  unable  to  attend, 
J  please  notify  the  La.  Conference  Office 
j  of  Special  Ministries  or  Bishop 

j  Hutchinson's  Office  in  writing. 
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Social  principles  workshop  set  for  Sept. 


Living  the  Social  Principals,  a  work¬ 
shop  for  clergy  and  laity,  will  be  present¬ 
ed  throughout  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  Sept.  24-27.  Wanda 
Holcomb,  Peace  with  Justice  coordinator 
of  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference,  will 
lead  the  workshops  which  are  sponsored 
by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

"These  events  are  a  celebration  of  100 
years  of  the  birth  of  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Creed,  which  will  have 
existed  for  a  century'  in  2008,"  said  Rev. 
Phil  Woodland,  conference  board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  workshop  is  described  as  an 


opportunity  to  "connect  vital  personal 
discipleship  with  a  passionate  call  to  live 
out  God's  vision  for  a  beloved  communi¬ 
ty."  Participants  will  learn  methods  that 
enable  a  congregation  to  move  beyond 
"agreeing  to  disagree"  to  loving  advocacy 
and  justice  for  all  God's  people. 

The  dates,  places  and  times  for  the 
five  workshops  are  as  follows:  Sept.  24, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  9:30  a.m.;  Sept.  25,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  3  p.m.;  Sept.  26,  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m.;  Sept.  26, 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  6  p.m.;  and 
Sept.  27,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  9:30  a.m. 


UCMOR  issues  special  Zimbabwe  appeal 


United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  announced  today  it  is  joining 
other  faith-based  humanitarian  agencies 
to  provide  basic  necessities  to  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  persons  recently  dis¬ 
placed  from  home  and  jobs  in 
Zimbabwe. 

Tents,  cooking  utensils,  soap,  and 
emergency  food  are  among  the  aid  to  be 
distributed  in  the  next  weeks.  Warm 
blankets  will  also  be  available,  since  June 
and  July  are  the  coldest  months  of  the 
year  in  Zimbabwe's  high  rolling 
plateaus.  Right  now  faith-based  organi¬ 


zations  such  as  UMCOR  are  the  only 
agencies  able  to  provide  assistance  to 
these  internal  refugees.  UMCOR  has 
established  a  special  Advance  so  that 
your  gifts  can  assist  in  a  meaningful  way. 
Please  pray  for  sisters  and  brothers  in 
Zimbabwe,  and  give  now  to  the 
Zimbabwe  Emergency. 

Contributions  may  be  made  to 
UMCOR,  EO.  Box  9068,  New  York,  NY 
10087-9068;  or  by  calling  (800)  554-8583, 
where  credit  card  donations  are  accept¬ 
ed.  Indicate  that  gifts  are  for  UMCOR 
Advance  #199456. 


Court  sends  dual  signals  on  commandments 


The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  sent  dual 
signals  in  its  June  27  rulings  on  cases 
related  to  the  display  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,  but  struck  a  balance 
on  the  issue  of  government  promotion 
of  religion,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  official. 

“I  think  that  the  high  court  took  a  rea¬ 
soned  and  balanced  approach  that,  in 
effect,  allows  the  courts  to  address  issues 
of  Ten  Commandments  displays  in 
courthouses  on  a  case-by-case  basis,” 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Pickens,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  “In  instances 
where  religious  displays  are  permissible, 
according  to  the  court,  they  must  be 
‘portrayed  neutrally  in  order  to  honor 
die  nation’s  legal  history.”’ 

As  the  court  ended  its  2004-2005 
term,  it  handed  down  different  decisions 
on  cases  involving  the  display  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  on  government  prop¬ 
erty. 

By  a  5-4  vote,  the  justices  ruled  that  a 
six-foot-high  granite  monument  of  the 
Ten  Commandments  could  remain  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Texas  Capitol,  where 
it  is  one  of  17  monuments  and  21  histor¬ 
ical  markers.  The  monument  was  donat¬ 
ed  by  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  40 
years  ago. 

“The  public  visiting  the  capitol 
grounds  is  more  likely  to  have  consid¬ 
ered  the  religious  aspect  of  the  tablet’s 
message  as  part  of  what  is  a  broader 
moral  and  historical  message  reflective 
of  a  cultural  heritage,”  the  court’s  ruling 
said. 

By  another  5-4  vote,  the  justices  ruled 
that  two  framed  copies  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  displayed  on  the  walls 
of  a  Kentucky  courthouse  amounted  to  a 
government  endorsement  of  religion, 


which  was  unconstitutional. 

Pickens,  who  also  is  a  lawyer,  said  the 
rulings  have  “very  significant  implica¬ 
tions”  for  the  nation’s  interfaith  rela¬ 
tions. 

“We  are  a  nation  of  diverse  religious 
heritages.  Celebrating  and  affirming  this 
heritage  is  appropriate,  in  my  opinion,” 
he  said.  “When  the  state  acts  in  a  fash¬ 
ion  that  endorses  one  religious  heritage 
over  another,  however,  this  poses  a  sig¬ 
nificant  threat  to  the  Establishment 
Clause,  which  prohibits  the  state’s 
endorsement  or  establishment  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  religion  over  another.” 

The  challenge,  Pickens  added,  is  find¬ 
ing  the  right  balance.  “This  will  continue 
to  be  a  significant  issue  in  our  nation, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  also  become  a 
source  of  debate  and  dialogue  within 
our  church.” 

The  Rev.  Ken  Johnson,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  from  Seaman,  Ohio, 
and  president  of  Adams  County  for  Ten 
Commandments,  said  he  had  mixed 
feelings  about  the  court  ruling. 

“I  was  happy  with  the  Texas  decision 
because  it  is  my  understanding  that 
there  are  4,000  of  the  same  monuments 
throughout  the  nation,”  he  explained. 
“But  I  was  somewhat  sad  with  the  deci¬ 
sion.  It  seems  that  they  accuse  every¬ 
body  with  establishing  a  religion  just  at 
the  mention  of  God.” 

Patricia  Miller,  executive  director  of 
the  Confessing  Movement,  an  unofficial 
United  Methodist-related  caucus,  said 
she  was  pleased  with  and  "encouraged 
by”  the  Texas  ruling,  although  the 
Confessing  Movement  board  has  not 
taken  a  position  on  the  ruling. 

A  statement  from  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  applauded  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  “to  uphold  the 
separation  of  church  and  state.” 


Lake  Charles  UMM 

Members  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  United  Methodist  Men  recently  traveled  to 
the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  for  their  quarterly  meeting. The  12-man  crew  spent 
one  morning  doing  basic  maintenance  for  the  facility  including  tree  management 
and  carpentry  work. The  group  agreed  that  the  event  was  a  success  and  desire  to 
continue  this  ministry  on  a  quarterly  basis. The  men  plan  to  return  sometime  in 
July  for  some  follow-up  work  on  the  center.  Pictured  are:  (top)  Mike  Granger, 
Maurice  Mueschke,  Tom  Pritchett,  Kevin  Merchant,  Ron  Guillory,  James  Gaitlin, 
Henry  Belsha;  (bottom)  Paul  Warner,  Tom  Warner,  Will  Bancks,  Charles  Franklin 
and  Erich  Mansell. 


Ryan  Good,  1 1,  uses  a  batting  tee  at  First  United  Methodist  Church's  baseball  min¬ 
istry  in  Brunswick,  Ga. 


Baseball  ministry  makes 'the  pitch' for  Jesus 


BRUNSWICK,  Ga.  (UMNS)— The 
cracks  of  baseball  bats  echo  through 
the  metal  building  as  the  boys  of 
summer  practice  for  the  next  big 
game. 

But  the  building  would  have  been 
nothing  more  than  a  pile  of  rubble  if 
members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  had  not  stepped  up  to  the 
plate. 

Instead  of  razing  the  building, 
church  members  decided  to  start  a 
ministry  that  would  teach  baseball 
and  character — and,  they  hoped, 


attract  new  worshippers. 

"I  think  it  was  a  great  idea  to  build 
this  place  for  people  and  children," 
says  Paxton  Shuman,  an  11 -year-old 
player  and  member  of  the  church. 
“Baseball  is  a  fun  sport  to  me — one 
of  the  best  ones  that  I’m  good  at.” 

Using  donated  funds  and  materi¬ 
als,  members  turned  an  abandoned 
auto-repair  garage  next  door  to  the 
church  into  an  indoor  training  center 
for  youth  baseball. 

The  slogan  for  the  ministry  is 
“Making  the  Pitch  for  Christ.” 
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Goal  of  short  mission  trips  to  enable  friendships 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)-The  Women's 
Division  and  Mission  Volunteers  office  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  forming  a  partnership  that 
will  enable  U.S.  women  to  build  friend¬ 
ships  on  short  mission  trips  in 
Zimbabwe,  Uruguay,  Cambodia,  Sierra 
Leone  and  Cote  D'Ivoire. 

The  goal  of  the  program,  called 
"Ubuntu  explorers,"  is  to  enable  U.S. 
women  to  understand  and  share  togeth¬ 
er  the  daily  life,  struggles,  culture,  chal¬ 
lenges  and  opportunities  of  women 
from  one  of  the  countries.  During  the 
one-  to  two-week  trips,  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women  also  will  get  a 
firsthand  look  at  the  programs  and  proj¬ 
ects  supported  by  their  annual  giving  of 
about  $20  million. 

The  program  will  begin  in  2006  with 
an  April  visit  to  Zimbabwe.  Trips  to 
Uruguay  in  August  and  Cambodia  in 
September  will  follow.  In  2007,  the 


Women's  Division  and  Mission 
Volunteers  will  host  trips  to  Sierra  Leone 
and  Cote  D'Ivoire. 

"Ubuntu"  is  an  African  word  and 
proverb  meaning,  "I  am  human  because 
you  are  human."  According  to  Ubuntu 
psychology,  "Sharing  ourselves  and  our 
gifts  with  others  optimizes  our  collective 
and  individual  humanity.  Even  in  the 
sharing  and  the  giving,  the  individual  or 
'other'  group  receives  the  gifts  and  the 
glories  of  humanity." 

Jeanie  Blankenbaker,  staff  executive 
for  Mission  Volunteers,  said  the  idea  of 
"Ubuntu  explorers"  came  as  an  answer 
to  a  prayer  from  Grace  Musuka,  coordi¬ 
nator  of  women's  work  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe. 

"A  couple  of  years  ago,  Grace  asked 
me  if  it  would  be  possible  sometime  for 
just  women  to  come  to  Zimbabwe  to 
worship  with  her  women,  to  share  in 
laughter  and  cry  in  sadness,  to  enjoy 


each  others'  company  in  Christian  love, 
as  sisters  of  faith,  letting  the  women  in 
Zimbabwe  know  they  were  not  alone," 
she  explained.  "When  we  called  Grace  to 
ask  if  she'd  still  like  us  to  come,  she 
immediately  said,  'Can  you  come  yester¬ 
day?'" 

Karen  Prudente,  staff  executive  for 
international  opportunities  with  the 
Women's  Division,  said  grass-roots 
women's  organizations,  supported  by 
United  Methodist  Women,  will  host  the 
visitors. 

"Participants  will  learn  about  the  cul¬ 
tures  of  the  area,  travel,  pray,  sing,  cry, 
teach,  work,  listen  and  tell  stories,  and 
engage  as  Christian  sisters,"  she  added. 
"They  will  visit  and  have  a  mission  expe¬ 
rience  at  institutions  such  as  schools, 
clinics,  women's  training  centers,  hospi¬ 
tals,  nurseries." 

The  experiences  will  differ  depending 
on  die  trip  chosen.  "Ubuntu  explorers 


volunteers  might  teach  at  a  workshop 
where  local  women  exchange  tips  on 
Bible  study  and  devotions,  basic  health 
and  nutrition,  artisan  crafts,  singing  and 
liturgical  dance,"  Prudente  said. 
Participants  will  share  their  experiences 
upon  their  return  home. 

Team  leaders  for  the  first  three  pilot 
programs  have  been  selected,  and  team 
members  of  10  to  12  women-with  at 
least  one  member  being  a  young  adult- 
will  be  recruited. 

Costs  will  be  under  $2,500,  and  team 
members  will  be  asked  to  provide  one 
suitcase  of  resource  materials  suggested 
by  the  host  organization. 

For  more  information  and  registra¬ 
tion  forms,  go  to  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/umw/  or  http:/7gbgm- 
umc.org/vim/ubuntu.htm.  Interested 
women  may  also  call  Mission  Volunteers 
at  (212)  870-3825  or  the  Women's 
Division  at  (212)  870-3911. 


Clergy  Benefits 

A  C  A  D  E  M  Y 


Attention! 

All  active  clergy  members 
All  ages  encouraged  to  attend! 


November  7-9, 2005 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


“This  was  one  of  the  best  continuing 
education  events  I’ve  been  to 
in  the  last  10  years!” 

Evaluation  quote  from  2004  attendee 


Learn  how  to  care  for  your  financial, 
emotional  and  physical  well-being 
as  a  clergyperson. 

Explore  the  benefits  issues  and  topics 
that  impact  your  life. 

Meet  with  a  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  representative 
about  your  benefits  questions. 

Receive  continuing  education  credits. 


Clergy  Benefits  Academy  Classes: 

•  Help!  Clergy  Tax  Laws! 

•  Budgeting  that  Works 

•  Creating  Healthy  Congregations 

•  More  than  Surviving:  Keys  to  Living 
a  Balanced  Life 

•  United  Methodist  Benefits  Review 

•  Understanding  Clergy  Compensation 

•  LifeStage  Investing  with  The  UMC 

•  Social  Security  for  Clergy 

•  Long-Term  Care:  Is  it  for  You? 

•  Lifetime  Approaches  for  Financial  Planning 

•  Health  Skills  Fair 

•  Benefits  Consultation 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ -r— | — | - - - - - | 

Register  for  ONLY 

$99.00 

Includes  breakfast,  lunch, 
break  and  event  session  materials. 


f 


Register  Now! 

www.gbophb.org,  Education  &  Events,  Clergy  Benefits  Academy 


I  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 
of  The  United  Methodist  church 


Caring  For  Those  Who  Serve 


76e  (fatten  (<n  Padtonai  S((ectcoe*ted& 

Now  accepting  reservations  for  a  new  formational  experience  for  clergy 

Sou/Journey  Tfcree 

A  new  offering,  designed  for 
r  Elders,  Deacons  and  Local  Pastors 

SouIJourney  3  IS 
FOR  YOU  IF  YOU  ARE.... 
willing  to  be  an  explorer,  an  adventurer, 
willing  to  journey  with  others  -  even  though 
the  destination  is  unknown, 

willing  to  explore  vocation  as  being  deeper  than  career, 
willing  to  let  go  of  control  and  trust  the  Spirit. 

Theme: 

Where's  next?  Challenges  and  Opportunities 
we  face  as  we  work  to  sustain 
Pastoral /Ministry  Excellence 

November  8-10,  2005  February  7-9,  2006 

Cost:  $325  -  Includes  texts  SC  materials  and  room  SC  board 
at  the  LA  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 
Register  by  sending  $50  (non-refundable)  registration  fee  to: 

Souljourney  Three 
Area  Offices,  UMC 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
Credits:  30  contact  hours 


Rev.  Dr.  Craig  Gilliam 

Director 

504-393-0309 

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com 


Questions? 

Contact 

or 


Linda  Gregg 
Administrative  Assistant 
225-346-1646,  ext.  224 

Igregg3  @  bellsouth.net 
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Blessing  of  the  Animals 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier  City  held  their  first  annual 
Blessing  of  the  Animals.  Roughly  50 
dogs,  1  cat  and  3  fish  were  blessed  by 
Rev.  Barry  Hughes  and  Rev.  Leslie 
Stephens.  Participants  included 
Marian,  Jeremy  and  Justin  Smith  with 
the  pack,  far  left;  Laura  Williams  and 
Daisy,  left;  and  Joan  Strickland  with 
Max,  below. 


SOULfeast  2005  set 
for  July  at  Junaluska 

It's  not  too  late  to  join  us  at  Lake 
Junaluska  for  SOULfeast  2005. 
SOULfeast  is  an  experience  of  four 
extraordinary  days  of  worship,  work¬ 
shops,  and  Sabbath  rest  for  those  who 
hunger  for  a  deepening  spiritual  aware¬ 
ness.  Hosted  by  The  Upper  Room, 
SOULfeast  takes  place  July  17-21,  2005, 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina.  This 
year's  theme  is  “Weaving  Our  Stories 
Into  God’s  Story.”  Plenary  speakers 
include  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morris,  Episcopal 
priest  and  founding  director  of 
interweave,  a  community  center  for 
holistic  living;  and  Rev.  Grace  Imathiu, 
ordained  elder  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Kenya.  Stephen  D.  Bryant, 
World  Editor  and  Publisher  of  The 
Upper  Room,  and  Marjorie  Thompson, 
Director  of  Upper  Room's  Pathways  in 
Congregational  Spirituality,  will  co-host 
the  event. 

SOULfeast,  an  ecumenical  event, 
focuses  on  the  central  practices  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  provides  meaningful 
opportunities  for  exploring  these  prac¬ 
tices,  including  Bible  study,  workshops, 
worship,  fellowship,  covenant  groups, 
outreach,  and  prayerful  settings. 

Whether  you  are  clergy  or  laity, 
youthful  or  mature  in  years,  at 
SOULfeast  you  will  find  Sabbath  rest  as 
well  as  a  wealth  of  resources  and  experi¬ 
ences  to  take  back  to  your  local  congre¬ 
gation.  The  event  includes  special  activi¬ 
ties  and  workshops  for  children  and 
teens  too,  so  bring  the  whole  family  to 
share  in  this  unique  faith  experience. 

For  a  complete  list  of  SOULfeast 
events,  workshops,  fees,  and  other 
important  information,  visit 
www.upperroom.org/soulfeast.  To 
request  a  SOULfeast  registration  form, 
call  (800)  972-0433. 


Adult  Workers  With  Youth  Retreat 

August  26-27, 2005 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 


I  would  rather  see  a  workshop  on 


Registration  form  and  fee  of  $35.00 
must  be  received  by  August  19,  2005 

Registrations  received  after  August  19th  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available 
basis  only  and  will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  adult  attending  to: 


PLEASE 

PRINT 

CLEARLY 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(225)  346-1646 


Method  of  Payment: 

Check  Amount:  $ 


Check  #: 


Credit  Card  Amount  $ 


□  Visa  □  MasterCard  # 
Name  on  Card 


Exp.  Date 


□  Male  Q  Female 


State 


Zip 


Night:  (  ) 


E-Mail 


(Church  Name) 


(District) 


I  would  like  preview  these  resources 


Medical  Information 


Person  to  notify  in  case  of  emergency 
Phone  #  Day (  )  _ 


Night  (  ) 


Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company 
Medical  Comments,  allergies  etc. _ 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my 
permission  to  the  event  staff  or  sponsor  to  obtain  competent  medical  services. 


Signed 


Date 


Editor’s  note.  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  La.  Now!  devot¬ 
ed  to  telling  the  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping 
others,  here  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 

On  the  Journey  /2 


South  Seas  mission/  6 


'Our  Kids'/  8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


VOL.  6,  NO.  13 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


Volunteers  in  Mission  2005-06 

Hospital  in  India  provides  crucial  service  to  poor 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

On  a  rainy  March  day  in  1869  in 
Boston,  Mrs.  William  Butler,  wife  of 
the  first  Methodist  missionary  to 
India,  and  seven  Methodist  women 
founded  a  "little  society"  that  was  to 
become  on  of  the  largest  and  most 
efficient  women's  organizations  in  the 
world:  the  "Women's  Foreign 


Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church." 

It  was  a  bold  and  path  breaking 
step.  In  respectful  defiance  of  the  two 
made  secretaries  sent  from  the  church¬ 
wide  Missionary  Society  in  New  York, 
the  women  took  the  unprecedented 
decision  not  only  to  raise  their  own 
funds  but  to  administer  the  funds 
themselves.  The  Society  was  off  to  a 


great  start  with  the  appointment,  in 
1969,  of  Isabella  Thobum,  an  educa¬ 
tionist,  and  Dr.  Clara  Swain  as  their 
first  women  missionaries  for  service  in 
India. 

In  continuation  of  that  tradition  of 
service,  Lillian  Wallace,  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministry  missionary, 

See  India,  page  4 


CURA  SWAIN  MISSION  HOSPITAL 

'*»r  -»»«»  !■,  i^», 


For  more  than  1 00  years,  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly,  India  has  served  the  needs  of  medically  disenfranchised 
Christians,  Hindus  and  Muslims  of  the  area. 


Flood  buckets  in  high  demand  after  series  of  hurricanes 


UMCOR  needs  flood  buckets  filled 
with  cleaning  supplies  that  people  use  to 
clean  their  homes  after  floods  and  hurri¬ 
canes.  For  assembly  and  shipping 
instructions,  call  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
at  1-800-814-8765  or  visit  UMCOR's 
emergency  kits  webpage.  Send  your 
completed  flood  buckets  to  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown  at  101  Sager  Brown  Road, 
Baldwin,  LA  70514.  You  may  also  give  a 
financial  donation  to  to  UMCOR's 
Material  Resource  Ministry,  Advance 
#901440  to  purchase  cleaning  supplies 
that  the  Depot  staff  and  volunteers  will 


use  to  assemble  flood  buckets. 

Please  give  generously  to  UMCOR's 
Hurricanes  2005  Global,  Advance 
#982523.  Your  tax-deductible  gift  may  be 
placed  in  United  Methodist  church 
offering  plates  or  sent  directly  to:  La. 
Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Checks  should 
be  written  to  UMCOR. 

Also,  the  Oak  Grove  and  Provencal 
United  Methodist  Churches  are  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  second  "Flood  Bucket"  drive. 
Several  local  merchants  are  collaborat¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  cost  of  "Flood  Buckets" 


to  a  minimum.  The  cost  of  the  buckets 
is  $35  which  includes  the  tax.  Any 
church  or  individual  that  would  like  to 
purchase  fully  stocked  "Flood  Buckets" 
may  send  their  checks  payable  to  the 
"Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Church" 
and  mail  them  C/O  Rev.  John  Foster,  514 
Royal  Street,  Natchitoches,  Louisiana 
71457.  Provencal  UMC  is  going  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  shipping  of  the  buckets  to 
Sager-Brown. 

The  devastation  wrought  by 

See  Hurricanes,  page  7 
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O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

Help  Is  Needed! 


Hurricane  Dennis  has  come  and 
gone  and  Emily  is  in  the  Caribbean. 
Others  are  forming  somewhere  in  that 
vast  netherworld  of  hurricane  begin¬ 
nings.  It’s  already  been  a  long  season, 
with  Cindy  dumping  rain  and  sharing 
wind  and  with  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  spent  in  evacuating  places 
that  are  potential  targets.  Already  VIM 
teams  are  being  called  for  in  Alabama 
and  western  Florida.  Help  is  needed. 

The  village  is  high  in  the  mountains 
of  Mexico.  The  Tarahumara  Indians, 
indigenous  people  of  the  central  part 
of  our  neighbor  to  the  south,  make 
their  way  on  foot  to  one  small  village 
high  on  a  plateau.  They  walk  for  many 
miles  to  see  the  dentist  and  the  med¬ 
ical  doctor  who  come  every  so  often 
from  the  United  States,  along  with  a 
cadre  of  “helpers”  who  dispense  drugs 
and  give  out  necessary  items  for  per¬ 
sonal  hygiene.  Without  this  VIM  min¬ 
istry,  these  people  would  die  from  ill¬ 
nesses  that  can  be  quickly  alleviated 
by  fairly  elementary  medical  science. 
Help  is  needed. 

The  church  is  beginning  to  take 
shape.  Cinderblock  walls  have  been 
erected.  Simple  pews  have  been  con¬ 
structed  with  natural  wood  from  the 
region.  There  is  an  altar,  a  pulpit,  and 
even  a  beautiful  communion  set  made 
by  a  potter  in  Louisiana.  Paraments 
made  by  a  Louisiana  seamstress  adorn 
the  chancel  area.  And  on  Sunday 
morning,  dozens  of  South  Africans 
make  their  way  into  the  simple  struc¬ 
ture  and  the  most  energetic  service  of 
worship  one  can  imagine  gets  under¬ 
way.  There  is  a  contagious  excitement 
among  these  new  believers  in  Jesus  as 
they  sing  and  pray  away  their  other¬ 
wise  burdensome  lives  and  celebrate 
the  fact  that  there  is  “Victory  in  Jesus." 
But,  the  church  building  that  was 
begun  by  VIM  teams  isn't  finished. 
Help  is  needed. 

They  live  in  a  land-locked  area  that 
has  no  oudet  to  the  “outside"  world. 
They  are  pretty  much  forced  to  be 
reliant  on  their  own  skills  and  innova¬ 
tions.  They  are  surrounded  with 
orphans  who  are  residents  at  the 
school  for  those  who  have  been  left 
without  parents  because  of  the  ram¬ 
pant  spread  of  AIDS.  If  the  women  in 
this  remote  area  of  Zimbabwe  could 
only  sew  the  clothes  that  are  needed 
for  this  ever-growing  number  of  chil¬ 
dren,  then  they  could  keep  up  with  the 
personal  requirements  of  the 
orphaned  ones.  But  they  have  no 
machines  on  which  to  sew  and  they 
wouldn't  know  how  to  use  one  if  they 
had  it.  It's  the  kind  of  thing  a  creative 
VIM  team  could  master.  Help  is  need¬ 
ed. 

They  are  sort  of  forgotten.  They  live 
literally  at  the  end  of  the  road.  They 
are  an  unrecognized  tribe  of  Native 


Americans  and 
they  are  indigenous 
to  Louisiana.  They 
are  the  Houma 
Indians.  Their 
native  land  and 
their  home  is  in  a 
small  community 
called  Dulac  and 
the  surrounding 
Bishop  William  w.  area.  The  United 

Hutchinson  Methodist  Church 

has  a  Community 
Center  there.  There  also  is  a  United 
Methodist  Church,  Clanton  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church,  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  Community 
Center.  They  have  been  the  victims  of 
flood  and  hurricane  disaster  more 
than  once.  But  they  have  just  as  big  a 
problem  with  social  ills,  maybe  even 
bigger,  than  with  natural  disasters. 
Poverty  is  a  way  of  life.  Lack  of  educa¬ 
tion  stalked  the  area  for  decades. 
Health  is  a  major  concern.  They  are 
among  the  most  precious  of  God's 
children. 

The  people  of  Dulac,  and  their 
physical,  spiritual,  and  social  needs  are 
the  focus  of  a  new  VIM  ministry  called 
“Our  Kids.”  “Our  Kids"  is  a  way  for  us 
in  Louisiana  to  enter  into  partnership 
with  our  church  and  our  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  Dulac  to  begin  to  eradicate  the 
poverty  and  ills  that  beset  this  small 
and  unique  community.  It's  our 
newest  effort  to  address  Children  and 
Poverty  in  Louisiana.  It's  a  practical 
way  to  get  at  the  issues. 

On  September  29  -  October  1,  2005 
there  will  be  an  “Our  Kids”  VIM  team, 
hosted  by  Kay  and  me  and  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Nancy  Wofford,  that 
will  go  to  Dulac  and  lead  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  session,  do  physical 
repairs,  catalogue  books  in  the 
Community  Center  Library,  and  cele¬ 
brate  and  staff  a  health  fair.  We  need 
team  members.  You  can  contact  Rev. 
Nancy  Wofford,  my  office,  or  the  VIM 
office  for  a  registration  form.  Help  is 
needed. 

VIM  is  a  way  to  “Walk  the  Talk.” 

VIM  is  a  way  to  get  your  hands  into  the 
mission  for  Jesus'  sake.  VIM  is  a  way 
for  you  to  give  of  yourself  so  that  oth¬ 
ers  might  have  life  and  have  it  abun- 
dandy.  VIM  is  a  way  to  help  eliminate 
poverty  in  our  time.  VIM  is  a  way  to 
help  eliminate  disease  in  our  time. 

VIM  is  a  way  to  help  eliminate  reli¬ 
gious  misunderstanding  in  our  time. 
VIM  IS  AWAY.  HELP  IS  NEEDED!!!! 
How  about  your  setting  your  feet  on 
this  journey?  I'm  eager  to  walk  this 
mile  with  you. 

In  Christ's  love, 


feu 


Volunteers  in  Mission  Staff 

Brenda  Coppit  (left)  -  Brenda  has  been  Assistant  to  the  Director  since  1998.  She 
schedules  transportation,  air  reservations  and  US  group  travel  arrangements.  She 
is  the  cheerful  voice  you  get  when  you  call  the  office  for  information  regarding 
teams  and  that  team  leaders  most  often  deal  with  for  last  minute  changes  and 
scheduling.  Brenda  processes  the  abundant  legal  and  insurance  forms  that  are 
necessary  for  those  volunteering  on  our  teams.  Brenda's  office  hours  are  8:30  am 
to  4:30  pm  each  day. 

She  is  married  to  Jim  who  works  with  the  FAA.  She  has  a  son  Seve  and  a  poodle 
named  Ginger. 

Anitra  Boiteaux  (right)  -  Began  with  LAVIM  in  January  2005  and  is  the  LAVIM 
Financial  Assistant.  She  processes  deposits,  prepares  team  balance  figures  and 
forwards  team  expenses  to  their  national  and  international  destinations.  Anitra  is 
a  graphic  computer  artist  and  will  soon  take  over  creation  of  team  brochures.  She 
is  available  in  the  LAVIM  office  each  day  from  8:30  am  to  noon  and  until  4:30  pm 
on  Tuesday.  She  is  married  to  Roy  or  "RJ"  and  has  a  son,  Kye.  Roy  and  Anitra  are 
expecting  a  second  son  in  late  August.  Anitra  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and 
Sara  Locascio  of  Indian  Bayou-Centenary. 

Rosemary  Deihl  (not  pictured)  -  This  LSU  student,  majoring  in  Communication, 
and  member  of  the  LSU  Wesley  began  as  LAVIM  Intern  in  May.  Rosemary  keeps 
busy  with  the  LAVIM  data-base  and  organizes  correspondence  and  registration 
forms  to  be  filed  with  their  respective  teams.  She  is  in  the  LAVIM  offices  on 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  from  1  -  4  p.m.  and  until  4:30  p.m.  on 
Wednesday. 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


I 


Louisiana  Conference  N(JW!  LAVIM  Update 


3 


July  8/2005 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 


Stop  with  the  “Prayer  of  Jabez" 
already!  Whoever  is  doing  that,  I 
think  it's  working! 

Just  looking  over  the  list  of  topics 
we  wanted  to  cover  in  this  LAVIM 
edition  of  the  LANOW  made  my  head 
spin.  AND  when  you  add  the  new 
and  continued  efforts  now  in  the 
planning  for  our  volunteers  in 
2006. .  .1  think  your  ministry  in 
"hands-on”  mission  is  the  prime 
example  of  “expanded  territory!” 

In  prayer  and  faith,  volunteers 
have  given  themselves  to  be  used  by 
God  and  that  has  expanded  both 
LAVIM's  opportunity  to  go  to  so 
many  parts  of  our  world  parish  and 
offered  God  additional  hands  to  offer 
his  healing  touch  of  love  and  the 
improvement  of  the  conditions  in 
which  his  children  live. 

Senegal,  “Our  Kids”  in  Dulac, 

Triple  S  Camp  for  inner  city  children 
in  Ohio,  Olla  disaster  response,  Red 


Bird,  Tonga,  return  teams  to 
Cambodia,  new  medical  teams  to  for 
the  future  to  Cambodia  and  India, 
additional  opportunities  in 
Mexico. .  .These  are  only  a  few  of  the 
total  opportunities  that  God  has 
placed  at  our  doorstep,  or  rather  his 
doorstep  for  us  reach  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom  in  his  name.  And,  many 
more  can  be  found  as  your  read  over 
the  teams  still  forming  for  2005  and 
those  now  listed  for  2006. 

However  you  pray  that  God  will 
expand  your  faith  and  witness,  do 
keep  it  up.  Jabaz,  or  faithfully  listen¬ 
ing  to  a  still  small  voice-so  many 
from  our  Conference  are  hearing  and 
responding. 

Not  heard  anything  lately?  Give 
LAVIM  a  call.  We  can  help  you  find 
your  “hands  on”  mission  field,  where 
the  voices  will  be  loud  and  clear! 

Larry  D.  Norman,  Director,  LAVIM 


LAVIM  visits  Dulac 


A  group  of  students  with  the  Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation  recently 
served  on  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to  Dulac  Community  Center. 


LAVIM  CONTACT  NOTICE 

August-October,  2005 
Larry  Norman,  Director  of  LAVIM 
will  be  participating  in  a  Clergy  Renewal  Leave. 
Please  contact 

Brenda  Coppit,  Assistant  to  the  Director 
225.346.1 646,  ex  226;  bycoppit@bellsouth.net 

or 

Anitra  Boiteaux,  LAVIM  Financial  Assistant 
ex  240;  anitrab@bellsouth.net 
for  all  LAVIM  concerns. 


Top:  Members  from  a  dance  troupe  from  the  Boulding  Orphanage  in  Cambodia 
perform  for  visitors.  Above:  Children  line  up  for  recess  at  the  school  housed  at 
the  Korean  Methodist  Mission  Center. 


Mission  to  Cambodia  serves  orphans 


A  mission  team  of  1 1  volunteers 
from  Louisiana  has  just  returned  from 
serving  in  Cambodia,  making  this  the 
third  LAVIM  team  to  visit  this  impov¬ 
erished  and  under  served  country. 

In  concert  with  Clara  Biswa,  a 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
missionary,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  worked  in  an  orphanage  in 
Phnom  Penh  and  also  with  Spean 
Chivit  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Kandal  province. 

"The  orphanage  was  located  in  the 
squatters’  village.  These  children  are 
the  poorest  of  the  poor,"  said  Rev.  Jack 
O'Dell,  team  leader  and  pastor  of  St. 
Matthews  UMC  in  Metairie. 

The  team  rebuilt  a  stage  used  for 
cultural  dancing,  which  the  children 
publicly  perform  as  a  money  raising 
venture. 

The  LAVIM  team  also  built  desks, 
did  minor  roof  repair,  and  offered 
English  as  a  Second  Language  classes 
for  the  older  folks.  The  ESL  classes 
were  taught  by  Olivia  Brock  from 
Grace  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Erin  Oliver,  Trinity-Hineston, 


Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church, 
coordinated  Vacation  Bible  School  for 
the  group.  "We  had  200  kids  each  day, 
with  two  sessions  a  day  for  three  days. 
The  language  barrier  was  easily  man¬ 
aged  with  the  help  of  interpreters  and 
the  missionaries.  We  focused  on  New 
Testament  stories  and  acted  out  para¬ 
bles  to  make  everything  very  visual. 
The  daily  crafts  coincided  with  those 
themes.  We  also  sang  in  the  children's 
native  tongue,"  said  Rev.  Oliver. 

A  major  priority  for  the  work  being 
done  in  Cambodia  centers  around 
economic  development  and  job  skills 
training.  During  the  mission,  the 
LAVIM  team  presented  25  pedicure 
kits,  donated  by  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  that  will  be  used  in  estab¬ 
lishing  businesses  for  some  of  the 
young  women.  "When  these  women 
have  a  skill,  they  have  an  alternative 
to  prostitution,"  said  O’Dell 

He  added  that  it  was  a  joyful  expe¬ 
rience  to  return  to  Cambodia,  having 
made  his  first  trip  in  January  of  2004. 
"It  was  a  blessing  to  see  progress  and 
to  renew  the  friendship  with  our 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters. 
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Pueblo  de  Dios 

A  LAVIM  team  led  by  Pat  Rice  installed  a  new  gate  at  Pueblo  de  Dios,  the  mission 
team  lodging  in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Pat  has  led  several  teams  which  helped  install 
new  electrical  service  to  the  facility.  While  there  on  one  mission,  the  van  used  by 
mission  teams  was  stolen. Thus,  the  team  wanted  to  help  Willie  Berman  by 
installing  a  gate.  All  materials  and  labor  were  donated  by  Pat's  team. 


Great  need  for  construction  in  Mexico 


A  recent  phone  interview  with  Pastor 
Guillermo  "Willie"  Berman,  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Coordinator  for  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico,  revealed  exciting  updates  on 
existing  and  new  projects  facilitated  by 
VIM  in  Northern  Mexico. 

Several  conference-level  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Coordinators,  including  Rev. 
Larry  Norman  from  Louisiana,  were 
taken  on  a  tour  of  the  San  Pablo  District 
this  week  to  discuss  the  needs  in  the 
area  and  the  possibility  of  future  proj¬ 
ects. 

"There  is  great  need  for  construction 
teams  in  the  towns  of  Ciudad  Mante, 
Victoria,  Tampico  and  Tuxpan.  Basic  cin- 
derblock  construction,  carpentry  and 
plumbing  are  skills  needed,  largely  for 
churches  and  parsonages,"  said  Berman. 

A  new  parsonage  is  a  dream  for  the 
people  of  Tampico,  who  are  ready  and 
willing  to  work  side-by-side  with  LAVIM 
volunteers  to  get  the  project  done. 

Berman  also  expressed  gratitude  for 
the  ongoing  Reynosa  Mini-Medical  mis¬ 
sions,  and  shared  that  more  dentists  are 
needed  for  these  missions. 

Hearty  thanks  were  extended  to  those 
LAVIM  team  members  who  have  done 
the  construction  work  on  Colegio 
Betania  and  Eleazier  Guerra 
Kindergarten  and  Elementary  schools  in 
Reynosa.  "Much  of  the  thanks  goes  to 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for 
these  schools.  The  volunteers  made  this 
all  possible,"  said  Berman. 

A  newly  extended  kindergarten  in 
downtown  Reynosa,  connected  with  El 
Sendero  Methodist  Church,  presents  a 
new  opportunity  for  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  to  provide  educational  sup¬ 
port  to  those  in  need. 

"Volunteers  from  Louisiana  who  have 
visited  us  know  El  Sendero  Methodist  as 
the  'Church  by  the  Dump.'  Our  plan  is  to 
charge  only  half  tuition  to  our  students 
to  make  the  program  more  affordable. 
With  costs  running  at  $40  per  child,  $20 
per  student  will  be  needed  to  meet  the 
shortfall.  Persons  wanting  to  know  more 
about  the  project  can  contact  Rev.  Larry 
Norman  at  the  LAVIM  office  in  Baton 


Willie  Berman 


Rouge  at  (225)  346-1646. 

Mexico  is  divided  into  conferences, 
with  Berman  serving  as  VIM 
Coordinator  for  the  Eastern  Conference. 
The  Eastern  Conference  is  then  divided 
into  three  districts,  with  the  San  Pablo 
District  serving  as  a  popular  site  for  VIM 
projects.  Reynosa  falls  into  the  San  Pablo 
District  and  the  District  Supterintendent 
Rev.  Fernando  Fuentes  resides  there. 

Berman  is  especially  proud  and 
happy  to  announce  that  he  has  been 
asked  by  the  College  of  Bishops  in 
Mexico  to  help  develop  a  national  plan 
for  Volunteers  In  Mission  in  Mexico. 

"The  two  main  priorities  of  the  social 
work  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
are  health  and  education.  Without  a 
doubt,  LAVIM  has  been  a  major  sup¬ 
porter  in  these  two  areas  of  church  min¬ 
istry  and  mission,"  said  Berman. 

The  tour  of  San  Pablo  District  was 
held  in  tandem  with  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  Mexico's  Annual 
Conference  this  week. 

On  July  16  during  annual  conference, 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  was 
presented  a  plaque  of  appreciation  for 
all  the  volunteers,  support,  labor  and 
prayers  shared  with  Mexico  over  the 
years. 


mum,  from  page  1 

currently  serves  the  indigent  of  India  at 
the  Clara  Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly, 
India.  Appointed  by  Bishop  Samual 
Sunder  Singh,  Wallace  "tends  to  the 
interest  and  care  of  the  patients  and 
their  relatives,  sharing  the  findings  and 
their  needs  with  Director;  cultivates  pro¬ 
gram  development  support  and  funds  in 
India  and  abroad;  serves  as  liaison  and 
correspondent  with  the  Friends  of  Clara 
Swain  Hospital  in  America,  the  GBGM 
and  other  interested  parties;  and  coordi¬ 
nates  the  finances  of  the  Institution." 

For  more  than  100  years,  the  Clara 
Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly,  India  has 
served  the  needs  of  medically  disenfran¬ 
chised  Christians,  Hindus  and  Muslims 
of  the  area. 

The  hospital's  burn  unit  is  seldom 
empty.  The  prevalence  of  tuberculosis, 
diabetes,  malaria  and,  now,  HIV/ AIDS 
among  the  impoverished  urban  and 
rural  population  of  India  defines  a  con¬ 


tinuing  need  for  more  and  better  servic¬ 
es  at  Clara  Swain  Hospital. 

Economic  pressures  have  created 
challenges  for  the  hospital,  but  Wallace 
is  optimistic  about  the  future.  "There 
have  been  evangelists  who  have  prophe¬ 
sied  that  Clara  Swain  Hospital  will  come 
up  and  hold  the  position  it  had  in  the 
area  years  ago.  There  have  been  literally 
thousands  of  friends  and  well-wishers 
who  have  been  praying  for  this  hospital, 
and  hundreds  who  have  been  helping  to 
keep  it  alive  with  their  love  gifts  for 
which  we  thank  God  and  the  donors," 
said  Wallace. 

On  June  1,  Bishop  Singh  appointed 
Dr.  Prof.  Navin  Lai  as  Director  and 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Clara 
Swain  Hospital.  "Dr.  Lai  comes  to  us 
with  very  good  qualifications,  years  of 
experience  and  a  strong  will.  I  am  now 
completely  free  from  the  clinical  and 
administrative  responsibilities  of  the 
hospital,"  said  Wallace. 

Louisiana  volunteers  have  an  exciting 
and  unique  opportunity  to  serve  with  a 


medical  mission  to  Bareilly,  India  and 
the  Clara  Swain  Hospital,  slated  for  Feb. 
17-March  4,  2006.  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (LAVIM)  will  be  joined  by  vol¬ 
unteers  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hurst,  Texas. 

"This  is  a  truly  exciting  venture.  Our 
unique  partnership  will  strengthen  the 
pool  of  prospective  participants  and 
broaden  the  scope  of  what  we  can 
accomplish.,"  said  Rev.  Mark  Hanshaw, 
associate  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Hurst. 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of 
LAVIM,  will  co-lead  the  mission  to  India 
with  Rev.  Hanshaw.  "I  have  enjoyed 
working  with  Mark  on  medical  missions 
in  Mexico,  and  we  are  excited  to  be  join¬ 
ing  the  efforts  of  La.  Volunteers  in 
Mission  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hurst,  Texas.  This  medical 
mission  will  allow  volunteers  to  work 
with  patients  in  the  hospital,  as  well  as 
staffing  mobile  clinics  which  will  serve 
the  residents  in  surrounding  villages.  We 
hope  to  go  with  a  full  medical  contin¬ 
gent,  and  urge  participants  from  past 


mini-medicals  to  consider  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  this  exciting  project,"  said 
Norman.  He  added  that  the  prospective 
team  will  number  close  to  20  medical 
volunteers. 

First  UMC  in  Hurst  has  supported  an 
ongoing  dental  medical  mission  for  six 
years.  "Our  program  is  known  as  'Hands 
of  Healing,'  which  has  served  the  people 
of  Northern  Mexico  and  other  places.  I 
first  worked  with  Louisiana  volunteers 
while  they  were  serving  in  Reynosa, 
Mexico.  It  was  through  that  working 
relationship  with  Larry  and  LAVIM  that 
the  idea  of  the  joint  mission  was  bom," 
Hanshaw  added. 

Both  Norman  and  Hanshaw  hope 
that  this  joint  effort  between  two  annual 
conferences  will  establish  a  model  for 
future  missions.  Norman  also 
announced  that  the  approximate  cost 
for  the  mission  should  be  close  to  $2,200 
per  person.  Those  interested  in  volun¬ 
teering  for  this  2006  mission  should  con¬ 
tact  the  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  office 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 
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2005  MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

Cambodia 

July  10-21 

Phnom  Penh 

Jack  O'Dell 

$2,590 

Evangelism/Arts 

Cuba 

October  7-16 

Holguin 

Mark  Martin 

-$1,800 

Construction/Education 

Honduras 

September  2-1 1 

Subirana 

Tom  Crouse 

$1,005 

Construction 

Sept.  30-Oct.  8 

Tegucigalpa 

Dean  Sawyer 

$1,130 

Medical 

October  8-1 5 

Tegucigalpa 

Keith  Cayton 

$1,045 

Construction 

South  Africa 

Sept.  22-Oct.  2 

Johannesburg 

Broadmoor  B.R. 

$2,776 

Construction 

USA 

Alabama 

July  19-24 

Mobile  area 

Elisa  Rabom/ 

Keith  Core 

-$75 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Alaska 

July  16-24 

Douglas 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,295 

Construction/Repair 

July  23-31 

Douglas 

Wallace  Dunlap 

$1,280 

Construction/Repair 

Arkansas 

October  23-29 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Allen  Tuten 

$270 

Construction/Repair 

November  6-1 2 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Larry  Maddin 

$270 

Construction/Repair 

Kentucky 

July  16-23 

Red  Bird  Mission 
Beverly,  KY 

Steve  Porter 

$545 

Construction/Repair 

September  24-Oct.  2 

Red  Bird  Mission 
Beverly,  KY 

Wybra  Price 

$515 

Construction/Repair 

Louisiana 

Sept.  29-Oct.  1 

Dulac  Commmunity 

Nancy  Wofford/ 

$110 

"Our  Kids  Mission" 

Center 

Bishop  &  Mrs.  Hutchinson 

Mississippi 

June  11-17 

Choctaw  UM 

Mission,  Philadelphia 

Joe  Freeland 

$245 

VBS/Construction/Repair 

New  Mexico 

September  10-17 

Casa  Esperanza, 
Albuquerque 

Clint  Kern 

$620 

Construction/Repair 

2006  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

April  22-29 

Eleuthera/ 

Larry  Norman/ 

Construction 

Bahamian  Habitat 

Jerry  Hilbun 

July 

Eleuthera/ 

Bahamian  Habitat 

Ramonalynn  Bethley 

Construction 

Cambodia 

January  1-14 

Phnom  Penh 

Jon  Tellifero 

Evangelism/Arts 

Cuba 

November 

Holguin 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Honduras 

July  15-24 

Subirana 

Tom  Crouse 

Construction 

India 

February  17-Mar.  4 

Bareilly,  Clara 

Larry  Norman/ 

Medical 

Swain  Hospital 

Mark  Hanshaw 

Russia 

June  13-24 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

Construction 

South  Africa 

March  2-16 

Johannesburg 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction 

June  9-30 

Johannesburg 

Angela  Bulhof 

Construction 

Tonga 

June/July 

TBA 

Clay  McConnell 

Construction 

West  Africa 

Dec.  27-Jan.  3 

Senegal 

Jackie  Campbell/ 
Darlene  Brown 

General  Ministries/Youth 

USA 

Arizona 

July  8-16 

Navajo  Nation 

Sarah  Wiliams 

Construction/Repair 

Arkansas 

April  2-7 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Tim  Lawson 

Repair/Landscape 

Louisiana 

March  28-30 

Sager  Brown/ 

Baldwin 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

Packing/Repair 

September  20-23 

Dulac  Community 

Rachel  Scott 

Construction/Repair 

October  4-7 

Dulac  Community 
Center 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Repair 

New  Mexico 

July  15-22 

Ohio 

Casa  Esperanza 

Bill  &  Betty  Rowell 

Construction/Repair 

August  20-27 

Triple  S  Camp 
Columbus,  OH 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repair 

2005  MEXICO  MINI-MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA,CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS,  NUEVO  PROGRESO, 

VALLE  HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

July  7-10 

Anita  Smith 

July  21-24 

Mark  Schiltz 

August  18-21 

Barbara  McGill 

September  15-18 

Tom  Dungan 

Sept.  29  -  Oct.  2 

Rob  Rowell 

October  6-9 

John  Bergstedt 

October  20-23 

David  Bricker 

October  27-30 

Fred  Reid 

November  3-6 

Glenn  Cambre 

November  1 7-20 

Nancy  Wofford 

November  20-23 

Jim  Maker 

December  1-4 

Scott  Cagle 

Fees  are  $285  plus  airfare  if  flying 

Or  $285  if  driving 

2006  MEXICO  MINI-MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA,CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS,  NUEVO  PROGRESO, 

VALLE  HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  5-8 

Dorothy  Earl 

January  19-22 

Fred  Sullivan 

January  26-29 

Pam  Perry 

February  2-5 

Jerry  Hilbun 

February  9-12 

Judd  Hammond 

February  16-19 

Nancy  Wofford 

March  2-5 

Tom  Dungan 

March  16-19 

Mike  Brandao 

March  30-April  2 

Dottie  and  Darwin 
Logerot 

April  20-23 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

May  4-7 

First  UMC, 

New  Iberia 

May  18-21 

Daniel  Smith 

June  1-4 

Pat  Rice 

June  22-25 

Julie  LaFosse 

June  29-July  2 

Anita  Smith 

July  20-23 

Ralph  Ford 

July  27-30 

Becky  Eschete/ 

Sarah  Tim berlake 

August  3-6 

Linda  Boudreaux 

August  17-20 

TBA 

September  7-10 

TBA 

September  7-10 

Tom  Dungan 

September  21-24 

John  Sauls 

October  5-8 

TBA 

October  1 9-22 

Jan  Holloway 

November  2-5 

Lisa  Todd 

Nov.  30-Dec.  3 

Jim  Maker 

December  14-17 

Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport 

Mexico  Mini-Medical/Construction 
fees  will  be  announced  upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  airline  contracts. 
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Volunteers  will  have  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Kingdom  of  Tonga  during  a 
LAVIM  mission  tentatively  scheduled  for  late  June  of  2006. 


LAVIM  extends  mission  to  South  Seas 


Volunteers  will  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  visit  the  Kingdom  of  Tonga 
during  a  LAVIM  mission  tentatively 
scheduled  for  late  June  of  2006. 

Rev.  Sione'  Tu'huta,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  for  Grace  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  is  a 
native  of  Tonga.  "The  kingdom  is 
actually  comprised  of  170  separate 
islands.  The  capital  and  the  palace 
are  on  the  main  island,”  he 
explained. 

Located  close  to  Fiji  and  New 
Zealand,  Tonga  is  situated  on  the 
International  Date  Line.  "We  start  the 
day  for  the  rest  of  the  world,"  said 
Tu'huta  with  a  chuckle. 

The  Kingdom  of  Tonga  is  a  func¬ 
tioning  monarchy,  the  only  surviving 
one  in  the  South  Seas.  "It  is  set  up 
govemmentally  to  resemble  Great 
Britain,  but  the  King  of  Tonga  has  a 
bit  more  political  power,"  said 
Tu'huta. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
king  is  also  a  Methodist. 

The  mission  to  Tonga  will  have  a 
slightly  different  feel  than  other  inter¬ 
national  missions  in  that  93  percent 
of  the  country  is  Christian,  and  more 


than  half  of  its  residents  are 
Methodist.  "The  mission  will  be  a 
wonderful  opportunity  for  volunteers 
to  have  a  unique  cultural  experience 
and  to  share  in  the  Tongans’  expres¬ 
sion  of  faith,"  said  Tu'huta. 

Volunteers  can  expect  to  be 
involved  in  remodeling  and  repair 
work  on  church  and  school  build¬ 
ings.  A  possible  project  could  be  new 
construction  for  a  small  residence  for 
a  Peace  Corps  Volunteer.  "Tonga  has 
a  hurricane  season,  so  depending  on 
the  path  of  potential  storms,  there 
may  be  recovery  work  for  the  team," 
said  Tu'huta. 

Rev.  Clay  McConnell,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the 
University  of  Louisiana  in  Lafayette, 
is  planning  to  send  a  contingent  from 
the  Foundation  on  the  Tonga  LAVIM 
mission.  "I  am  looking  forward  to 
experiencing  the  Tongan  culture  and 
visiting  with  people  who  are  under 
the  authority  of  a  king  while  worship¬ 
ping  Christ  the  King,"  said 
McConnell. 

"The  mission  promises  to  be  a 
special  experience  for  everyone  who 
participates,"  he  added. 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  and  seven  other  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  recently  traveled 
to  Senegal  on  the  continent  of  Africa  for  two  weeks  of  "serving  and  bonding"  with  the 
people  of  Dakar  and  outlying  African  villages. 

Volunteers  to  Senegal  experience 'serving  and  bonding' 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  and  seven 
other  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
recently  traveled  to  Senegal  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Africa  for  two  weeks  of  "serving 
and  bonding"  with  the  people  of  Dakar 
and  outlying  African  villages. 

"We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  our 
group  was  the  first  multi-racial  team  to 
visit  Senegal  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,"  said  Rev.  Campbell,  who 
previously  visited  Senegal  in  January  of 
2004  while  on  clergy  renewal  leave. 

In  fact,  this  team  was  the  first  multi¬ 
racial  VIM  team  from  any  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  to  visit 
Senegal,  according  to  Karen  Ujereh, 
GBGM  missionary  and  VIM  coordinator 
for  the  Senegal  mission. 

The  team  performed  mission  work  in 
the  capital  city  of  Dakar,  and  facilitated 
several  Vacation  Bible  Schools  at 
churches  in  outlying  rural  villages. 

"There  are  16  churches  connected  to 
the  Senegal  mission.  The  philosophy  is 
to  build  a  church  in  the  midst  of  each 
village,  resulting  in  a  large  number  of 
smaller  churches  and  almost  no  large 
churches,"  explained  Campbell.  The 
approach  is  necessary  due  to  the  con¬ 
straints  of  travel  and  transportation,  he 
added. 

The  LAVIM  team  not  only  conducted 
VBS,  but  worked  in  the  Wellness 
Program  that  has  been  established 
through  the  GBGM  initiative.  "We  did 
blood  pressure  checks  and  helped  to 
distribute  and  label  medicine  donated 
by  Louisiana  United  Methodists,"  said 
Campbell. 

Two  Louisiana  Conference  pastors 
who  were  members  of  the  team  were 
invited  to  preach  in  Senegal.  This  was 


very  significant  because  both  pastors  are 
women,  and  there  is  only  one  female 
preacher  in  Senegal.  Rev.  Monica  Monk 
had  the  opportunity  to  preach  at  Nord 
Foire  United  Methodist  Church  at  the 
end  of  the  mission.  "It  was  a  different 
and  exciting  experience  preaching  with 
the  aid  of  an  interpreter.  I  was  also  able 
to  serve  communion  alongside  Pastor 
Nkemba  Ndjungu,  who  is  the  only 
ordained  clergy  in  Senegal,"  said  Rev. 
Monk. 

Prayer  became  the  key  thing  that 
characterized  the  mission,  added  Monk. 
"Prayer  was  a  major  part  of  the  group 
experience  early  on.  It  infused  every¬ 
thing  we  did.  Whether  we  were  giving  a 
Bible  study  or  a  clinic,  people  lined  up  to 
pray  with  us.  They  would  say, 

'Americans  pray  like  we  do!'  I  believe 
that  until  our  team  had  visited,  groups 
had  usually  prayed  separately  and  not 
with  the  people." 

Rev.  Marguerite  Jordan  Rheams  also 
was  invited  to  preach. 

A  chalice  and  communion  plate  from 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  were  gifted  to  Nord  Foire 
UMC. 

The  set  is  one  of  50  that  are  being 
given  throughout  the  world  in  honor  of 
the  church's  50th  anniversary. 

A  gift  of  $200  from  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  St.  Mark's  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  represented  the  first  gift 
toward  the  purchase  of  land  for  a  new 
church  facility  in  Senegal. 

"The  most  significant  thing  about  this 
LAVIM  mission  is  the  bond  created  and 
the  connection  made  between  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  the 
people  of  Senegal,"  added  Campbell. 
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Red  Bird  Mission  provides  a  vital  ministry  to  the  poor  of  Appalachia. 

Red  Bird  Mission  serves  poor  of  Appalachia 


Red  Bird  Mission  in  Beverly, 
Kentucky  is  a  multi-service  agency 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  poor  of 
Appalachia. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  mission  pro¬ 
vides  home  repair  for  low-income 
community  residents,  a  school  sys¬ 
tem  serving  300  students,  medical 
clinics,  clothing  assistance,  a  food 
pantry,  and  a  host  of  other  vital  min¬ 
istries  community  aid  and  family 
ministries. 

Rev.  Steve  Porter,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Franklin  and  McGowen 
UMC,  just  returned  from  a  LAVIM 
mission  to  Red  Bird  with  a  team  of 
eight  volunteers.  The  group  worked 
on  community  homes  replacing 
floors,  adding  insulation  and  finish¬ 
ing  rooms.  Maintenance  work  for 
mission  buildings  and  the  grounds 
was  also  provided. 


"Our  team  had  some  folks  very 
skilled  in  construction;  some  were 
not.  It  didn't  matter  because  there 
are  so  many  things  that  can  be  done 
to  help  Red  Bird  Mission.  It  was  just  a 
blessing  to  do  the  Lord's  work,"  said 
Porter. 

The  team  brought  up  a  load  of 
much  needed  school  supplies,  a  large 
amount  of  which  was  provided  by  a 
recent  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
Porter's  church. 

Volunteers  have  a  second  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  serve  Red  Bird  Mission  this 
year  when  a  LAVIM  team  led  by  Rev. 
Wybra  Price,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Denham  Springs,  will  work  at  the 
mission  from  Sept.  24-Oct.  1.  For 
more  information  on  the  latter  mis¬ 
sion,  contact  Rev.  Price  at  (225)  665- 
8995  or  the  LAVIM  office  at  (888)  239- 
5286. 


Hurricanes,  from  page  1 


Hurricane  Dennis  added  insult  to  injury 
for  many  Gulf  Coast  residents  still  recov¬ 
ering  from  Hurricane  Ivan  last 
September. 

Dennis  followed  much  the  same  path 
as  Ivan,  striking  homes  left  roofless  10 
months  ago. 

Representatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  are  working  in  affected  areas 
to  assess  damage  and  meet  immediate 
needs. 

UMCOR  Disaster  Response  Executive, 
Tom  Hazelwood,  is  traveling  to  Mobile, 
AL,  today  to  help  with  relief  and  recovery 
efforts.  Mobile  is  one  of  the  many  areas 
in  the  southeast  affected  by  this  category 
3  storm. 


Dennis  Worsened  Ivan  Damage 

The  Island  Church  Recovery  Team, 
Inc.,  in  Gulf  Shores,  AL,  is  an  ecumenical 
long  term  recovery  organization  formed 
in  response  to  Hurricane  Ivan. 

It  is  now  working  to  help  people  dev¬ 
astated  by  a  second  major  hurricane. 
Philip  lyson  Reed,  executive  director  of 
the  organization,  disagrees  with  popular 
media  headlines  stating  they  “dodged  a 
bullet"  when  Hurricane  Dennis  came 
ashore.  “These  are  people  whose  homes 
are  still  a  disaster  from  Ivan  and  whose 
homes  are  structurally  unsound,"  he 
said.  “They're  still  living  in  them 
because  they  have  no  place  else  to  go. 
Now,  throw  Dennis  on  top  of  that.  And 
that’s  how  the  whole  region  down  here 


For  over  50  years,  the  Triple  S  Camp  in  Ohio  has  served  thousands  of  troubled 
youth  in  need  of  developing  responsibility  and  self-reliance. 


Triple  S  Camp  helps  youth  attain  self-reliance 


For  over  50  years,  the  Triple  S 
Camp  in  Ohio  has  served  thousands 
of  troubled  youth  in  need  of  develop¬ 
ing  responsibility  and  self-reliance. 

A  national  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  United  Way 
Agency,  this  residential  camp  pro¬ 
vides  one  and  two  week  sessions  for 
junior  campers  (age  7-12)  and  five 
week  sessions  for  youths  ages  13-17. 

The  children  and  youth  live  and 
work  in  small  cabin  groups  with  one 
to  two  counselors.  Hiking,  swim¬ 
ming,  arts  and  crafts,  conflict  resolu¬ 
tion  and  group  projects  provide 
opportunities  for  exploration,  prob¬ 
lem  solving  and  assuming  responsi¬ 
bility. 

"Health  aids"  are  daily  jobs  under¬ 
taken  by  each  cabin  group  to  help 
keep  their  community  running 
smoothly.  Work  projects  like  clearing 
trails  and  working  with  junior 
campers  develops  self  worth. 

Bill  McKee  will  lead  a  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to  the 
Triple  S  Camp  from  Aug.  20-27.  This 
construction  mission  is  scheduled  in 
late  summer  because  volunteers  can¬ 
not  be  there  while  the  camps  are  in 
session.  This  will  be  the  third  mission 


to  Triple  S  Camp  for  McKee. 

"We  will  be  repairing  buildings, 
most  of  which  were  constructed  in 
the  late  '40's  and  early  '50's.  Largely 
we  will  be  working  in  the  cabins  or 
sleeping  quarters  and  in  the  mess 
hall, "  said  McKee. 

The  work  can  be  extensive.  "Last 
year,  we  completely  tore  two  build¬ 
ings  apart  and  then  rebuilt  them,"  he 
said  with  a  chuckle.  "The  buildings 
are  quite  old,  and  there  is  a  lot  to  do. " 

A  team  from  Orange  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ohio  will  work 
side  by  side  with  the  volunteers  from 
Louisiana. 

Most  of  the  young  people  that 
attend  Triple  S  Camp  are  "street  kids 
who  have  experienced  minor  prob¬ 
lems  with  law."  "I  believe  that  volun¬ 
teering  for  this  particular  project  is 
unique  because  we're  able  to  offer 
improvements  to  the  quality  of  life 
for  these  young  people.  When  they 
come  to  Triple  S  Camp  and  see  that 
others  have  done  something  nice  for 
them,  it  makes  them  feel  valued." 

Those  wishing  to  volunteer  for  this 
August  mission  may  contact  Bill 
McKee  at  (337)  288-3539  or  the 
LAVIM  office  at  (225)  346-1646. 


has  been  affected.  Not  just  Gulf  Shores.” 

The  2005  storm  season  has  so  far 
proved  to  be  the  most  active  on  record. 
This,  in  combination  with  last  year's 
storms  is  taking  an  emotional  toll  on  res¬ 
idents  in  Alabama  and  Florida  in  what  is 
being  dubbed  “hurricane  alley.”  While 
preparing  for  Hurricane  Dennis'  arrival, 
the  Rev  Russell  Levenson,  a  priest  at 
Christ  Episcopal  Church  in  Pensacola 
commented,  “It  brings  up  all  the  anxi¬ 
eties  again.  And  we're  at  least  a  year 
away  from  being  back  to  normal." 
UMCOR  relief  and  recovery  efforts 
include  pastoral  care  to  help  people 
cope  with  the  emotional  trauma  brought 
on  by  major  disasters. 

Inland  Floods 

As  Dennis  moves  inland  the  swath  of 
destruction  grows.  The  storm  is  causing 
major  flooding  as  it  moves  northward. 


Today,  Atlanta  residents  began  cleaning 
up  after  Dennis  dumped  six  to  seven 
inches  of  rain  in  streams  and  creeks 
already  swollen  from  Hurricane  Cindy's 
rains.  In  approximately  10  days  the  area 
received  a  foot  of  rain  and  more  is  on  the 
way.  In  areas  of  South  Atlanta  and  Cobb 
County  the  water  reached  rooftops. 

Jim  Cox  a  consultant  to  UMCOR  lives 
in  the  region.  He  reported  that  the 
flooding  from  the  rising  creeks  and 
streams  in  some  areas  is  unprecedented. 
As  a  result  many  people  do  not  have 
flood  insurance.  This  will  cause  great 
hardship  for  those  whose  homes  sus¬ 
tained  severe  flood  damage. 

Haiti  and  Cuba  Severely  Affected 

Last  week  Hurricane  Dennis  took  38 
lives  in  Cuba  and  Haiti.  The  storm  left  a 
swath  of  destruction  destroying  homes, 
crops,  and  livestock. 
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"Our  Kids"  addresses  child  poverty 


"Our  Kids,"  an  initiative  of  the  La. 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  sponsoring  a  series  of  mission 
opportunities  around  the  state  that  are 
specifically  designed  to  help  address 
ongoing  issues  regarding  poverty  among 
children. 

The  concept  for  the  "Our  Kids"  proj¬ 
ect  was  bom  out  of  the  Bishop's 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  which 
began  in  1996  through  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

Over  the  next  three  years,  these  mis¬ 
sions  will  provide  team  members  a 
chance  to  learn  the  background  of  a 
community  and  offer  opportunities  to 
address  specific  concerns  within  the 
community  they  are  serving.  Volunteers 
will  also  gain  important  information  and 
practical  experience  which  can  be 
applied  to  addressing  similar  concerns 
in  their  own  communities. 

The  first  of  these  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties  will  be  from  Sept.  29-Oct.  2  serving 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  just  south 
of  Houma.  Dulac  Community  Center,  a 
United  Methodist  center,  works  in  con¬ 
junction  with  other  protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
to  create  an  environment  that  facilitates 
educational,  economic  and  social  devel¬ 
opment  within  a  community  that  has  a 
rich  Native  American  heritage. 

During  this  fall  mission  weekend,  "Our 
Kids"  will  work  in  partnership  with  the 
Community  Center  to  build  a  playground 
for  children  and  families  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  ready  the  Community  Center  library 
for  use,  and  host  a  Saturday  morning 
health  fair  and  Vacation  Bible  School  for 
the  community. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 


his  wife  Kay  will  serve  as  team  members 
on  the  mission  to  Dulac.  "It's  a  way  for 
the  people  of  Louisiana  to  directly 
impact  the  lives  of  children  living  in 
poverty.  The  goal  of  the  'Our  Kids'  initia¬ 
tive  is  to  identify  systemic  problems  and 
attempt  to  make  changes  that  will  have 
real,  long  term  effects  on  poverty,  not 
just  a  'band  aid'  approach,"  said  Bishop 
Hutchinson.  He  indicated  that  the  next 
"Our  Kids"  project  will  possibly  be  set  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  state. 

"The  presence  of  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  will  serve  as  a  blessing  and 
an  inspiration  to  the  rest  of  the  team," 
said  Rev.  Nancy  Wofford,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe  and  team  leader. 

The  extended  weekend  will  start  with 
a  12  n.n.  arrival  to  Dulac,  La.  on 
Thursday.  The  LAVIM  team  will  divide 
into  publicity,  playground  and  library. 
"The  publicity  team  will  get  the  word  out 
in  the  area.  The  playground  team  will 
begin  assembling  play  equipment,  and 
the  library  team  will  begin  book  coding," 
said  Wofford. 

Friday  will  include  additional  work  on 
the  playground  and  in  the  library;  set¬ 
ting  up  for  a  Saturday  Health  Fair  and 
Vacation  Bible  School;  and  "Friday  Night 
in  the  Park,”  the  grand  opening  of  the 
playground. 

The  celebration  will  include  a  shrimp 
boil  (with  fresh  Dulac  shrimp!)  and  vari¬ 
ous  activities  for  area  children  and  their 
families.  On  Saturday,  volunteers  will 
facilitate  the  Health  Fair  and  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  until  12  n.n.,  and  share  a 
final  meal  before  leaving  Dulac. 

"Through  this  experience,  team 
members  will  learn  about  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  Dulac  Community 


Center  and  gain  an  increased  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Houma  nation. 

The  group  will  also  receive  general 
information  about  children's  health 
issues  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  will 
be  given  an  information  packet  with 
ideas  about  how  to  be  in  mission  to  the 
children  in  your  local  community,"  said 
Wofford. 

Medical  and  construction  volunteers 
will  be  needed  for  the  mission. 
Experience  with  Vacation  Bible  School  or 
having  basic  typing  skills  is  a  plus.  "The 
only  real  prerequisite  is  that  we  need 
people  who  care  about  children,"  said 
Wofford. 


The  "Our  Kids"  committee  is  asking 
for  donations  of  first  aid  and  school  sup¬ 
plies,  as  well  as  assistance  for  purchasing 
the  playground  equipment  that  will  be 
assembled  in  Dulac.  Please  watch  for  the 
“Our  Kids”  article  in  Louisiana  Now!  for 
more  details. 

Financial  contributions  may  be  sent 
the  La.  Conference  Office  with  a  nota¬ 
tion  indicating  that  the  gift  is  for  “Our 
Kids  -  Dulac”.  The  address  is;  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Dulac  mission  or  general  questions 
about  “Our  Kids,”  please  call  Rev.  Nancy 
Wofford,  (318)  322-4454. 


Pew  cushions  dry  out  at  Olla  United  Methodist  Church  after  the  sanctuary  and  parson¬ 
age  sustained  damage  from  a  category  three  tornado. 


Olla  recovers  with  help  of  LAVIM 


On  Nov.  23, 2004,  the  community  of 
Olla  was  hit  by  a  storm  of  tornadoes  that 
affected  about  one  third  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Nine  houses  were  damaged  to  the 
point  of  destruction  by  the  winds 
clocked  at  200  miles  per  hour. 

Rev.  Curtis  Carroll,  pastor  of  Olla 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  watched 
and  helped  the  community  get  back  on 
its  feet.  "It  has  been  amazing  to  watch 
the  progress  over  the  last  six  months. 

The  struggles  are  hard,  but  we  are  as 
strong  as  ever  as  a  community  and  as  a 
church,"  said  Rev.  Carroll. 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
teams  have  played  a  tremendous  role  in 
Olla's  recovery.  "Over  30  United 
Methodist  teams  have  visited  from 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi  and  other 
areas.  We  even  claim  international  vol¬ 
unteers  because  Angela  Bulhoff's  moth- 
er-in-law  from  the  Netherlands  volun¬ 
teered  while  she  was  visiting,"  said 
Carroll.  Rev.  Bulhoff  is  the  director  of 
the  McNeese  Wesley  Foundation. 

Rev.  RamonalynnW.  Bethley, 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent, 
served  on  a  construction  mission  to 
Olla.  "It  was  a  great  mission,  very  well 
organized.  We  were  hosted  by  First  UMC 
in  Pineville,  who  fixed  our  breakfast  and 
had  sack  lunches  ready  for  us.  Curtis 
had  everything  lined  up,  the  site,  all  of 
the  supplies.  The  job  was  much  easier 


because  of  how  prepared  they  were," 
said  Rev.  Bethley. 

Her  team  had  a  professional  roofer, 
so  Rev.  Carroll  matched  the  team  up 
with  a  renovation  requiring  roofing. 
"Curtis  did  a  great  job  of  linking  the 
skills  of  the  team  with  the  project." 

Olla  UMC  suffered  extensive  damage, 
including  the  Fellowship  Hall  and  the 
Sanctuary.  "We  just  held  our  first  event 
in  the  hall,  but  we  are  still  not  back  into 
the  church,"  said  Carroll. 

The  community  is  holding  a 
"Thanksgiving  in  July"  celebration  this 
month.  "We  all  missed  Thanksgiving  last 
year.  Through  this  ecumenical  effort,  we 
plan  to  feed  2,000  during  the  dinner. 
Everyone  in  Olla  has  worked  hand  in 
hand  and  now  we  will  celebrate,"  he 
added. 

The  work,  however,  is  not  completely 
done.  Construction  teams  are  still  need¬ 
ed  to  finish  the  recovery.  "Serving  on  a 
LAVIM  team  is  a  great  way  to  bring  your 
everyday  skills  to  the  throne  of  God.  The 
recovery  in  the  community  of  Olla  is  a 
great  example  of  how  volunteers  can 
truly  make  a  difference,"  said  Bethley. 

"We  have  had  volunteers  from  every 
District,  including  several  District 
Superintendents.  Our  bishop  has  also 
worked.  I  want  to  extend  my  thanks  to 
all  the  LAVIM  volunteers  everywhere," 
said  Carroll 
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UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Redding  passionate  about  her  leadership  of  depot 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Gwen  Redding  is  passionate  about 
the  staff  and  volunteers  who  do  the 
vital  work  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  As  executive 
director  of  UMCOR  Sager-Brown,  she 
is  involved  daily  in  the  ministry's 


response  to  natural  and  man-made 
disasters  around  the  world. 

"I  believe  that  the  people  who  are 
the  heart  and  soul  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  come  to  Sager-Brown.  They  are  so 
caring  and  self-sacrificing.  They  give 
up  vacations  just  to  volunteer  here," 
said  Redding,  who  accepted  the  direc¬ 


tor's  position  in  2003. 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown  is  located  on 
Bayou  Teche  in  Baldwin,  La.,  100  miles 
northwest  of  New  Orleans.  The  48,000 
square  feet  depot  centered  on  the 
complex  serves  as  a  major  trafficking 

See  Redding,  page  3 


UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Executive  Director  Gwen  Redding  stands  in  front  of  the  depot  in  Baldwin,  100  miles  northwest  of  New 
Orleans.  Redding  believes  the  people  who  volunteer  at  the  depot  are  "the  heart  and  soul  of  our  denomination." 


Hurricane  Emily  causes  thousands  to  flee  Mexican  coast 


On  the  Journey  /2 


New  hymnals  for  Olla  /6 


UMW  School 
of  Christian  Mission  /7 


UMM  9th  National 
Gathering  /8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


While  the  Eastern  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  was  hold¬ 
ing  its  annual  conference  in  Reynosa, 
Hurricane  Emily  was  barreling  toward 
the  coastal  town  of  Carboneras,  just  a 
two  hour  drive  from  Reynosa. 

The  storm  struck  the  Mexican  coast¬ 
line  five  miles  north  of  Carboneras  on 
July  20,  only  two  days  after  a  contingent 
from  the  Eastern  Conference  visited  to 
explore  future  projects  for  Volunteers  in 
Mission. 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  was  with  the  visit¬ 


ing  group  that  Monday.  "They  had  just 
held  a  community  meeting  where  the 
residents  of  Carboneras  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  evacuate  inland,"  said  Norman, 
who  had  also  just  attended  the  annual 
conference  in  Reynosa. 

Approximately  3,000  people  fled  the 
small  fishing  town  to  escape  the  worst  of 
the  storm.  Fifty  evacuees  were  housed  in 
the  Methodist  church  in  San  Fernando, 
which  is  located  20  miles  inland  from 
the  coast.  Volunteers  in  Mission  of 
Mexico  assisted  with  the  relocation  of 
evacuees  and  provided  food  for  many  of 


them.  "Two  trailers  of  food  and  a 
portable  medical  clinic  have  already 
been  moved  into  the  hard  hit  areas," 
said  Susan  Heliums  with  the  Methodist 
Border  Friendship  Commission. 

"Ironically,  our  visiting  contingent 
was  in  Carboneras  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  possible  new  projects  as  well  as 
ongoing  projects  in  the  town,  including 
the  regular  scheduling  of  medical  mis¬ 
sions  there.  The  church  in  Carboneras 
fared  well  from  the  winds  of  Hurricane 

See  Emily,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


We  Were  Evangelized! 


A  few  days  ago  I  went  to  lunch  with 
a  couple  of  people  from  the 
Conference  Office  in  Baton  Rouge.  We 
walked  down  the  street  to  a  busy  little 
express  restaurant  that  is  one  of  my 
favorites  and  got  in  line  for  the  cafete¬ 
ria-style  service.  After  making  our 
selections  and  getting  our  drinks  at  the 
end  of  the  line,  we  turned  to  an  over¬ 
flowing  room  of  other  folks  having 
lunch.  There  wasn't  a  table  that  didn't 
have  all  chairs  occupied. 

We  stood  for  a  minute  and  then 
three  people  from  one  of  the  tables  got 
up  to  leave,  but  the  fourth  person 
there  had  just  sat  down  to  lunch.  One 
of  our  party  said,  "Well,  she  joined 
them  for  lunch,  I  wonder  if  she  would 
mind  if  we  joined  her?”  So  we  walked 
over  and  asked,  “Can  we  join  you  for 
lunch?”  The  young  woman  looked  up 
at  us  three  men  and  without  any  sense 
of  hesitation,  smiled  and  said, 
“Certainly.” 

We  busied  ourselves  in  getting  seat¬ 
ed  and  then  we  paused  to  say  our 
grace  over  the  meal,  but  didn't  invite 
our  other  table  companion  to  join  in. 
After  all,  she  wasn't  with  us!  We  com¬ 
menced  to  eat  and  I  made  some  com¬ 
ment  to  the  young  woman  about  her 
uniform  shirt  she  was  wearing.  It  was 
from  a  downtown  savings  and  loan 
association  in  Baton  Rouge.  She 
looked  carefully  at  my  shirt,  which  had 
"Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  Staff”  inscribed  under¬ 
neath  an  outline  of  the  state  with  a 
cross  and  flame  insignia  imposed  on 
the  state  outline.  We  acknowledged 
that  we  were  United  Methodists  and 
worked  over  on  North  Boulevard. 

Then  we  went  back  to  our  visiting  with 
each  other. 

Every  so  often  one  of  us  would 
make  some  comment  to  our  table 
partner  and  she  would  graciously 
acknowledge  what  we  said  and  then 
continued  to  eat.  But  then  she  came 
to  the  end  of  her  meal.  She  must  have 
had  a  little  time  before  she  had  to 
return  to  work  and  she  began  to  talk. 
Before  any  of  us  knew  how  we  had 
transitioned,  she  was  telling  us  about 
her  church,  stating  her  own  brand  of 
theology,  and  telling  us  of  Jesus  and 
his  importance  in  her  life  and  in  the 
lives  of  countless  others  she  worked 
with  through  her  church.  She  told  of  a 
recent  youth  gathering  where  they  had 
some  4,000  youth  from  all  across  the 
country  present  and  how  that  was  an 
important  thing  because  they  were 
told  of  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 
These  youth  were  witnessed  to  about 
the  necessity  of  giving  their  lives  to 
Jesus  and  that  he  would  help  save 
them  from  the  ravages  of  drugs,  sex, 
and  an  illicit  and  destructive  lifestyle. 
Then  she  acknowledged  that  she  had 
come  from  an  abusive  home  and  that 
she  knew  what  it  meant  to  have  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  the  Son  of  God. 

It  wasn’t  long  before  she  told  us 
that  it  wasn't  in  church  membership 
that  salvation  rested.  It  doesn't  matter, 


she  said,  whether 
one  is  a  “Christian" 
in  the  generic  sense 
of  that  word.  What 
matters  is  that  we 
turn  our  lives  over 
to  Jesus  and  that 
we  come  to  know 
him,  love  him, 
serve  him,  and 
obey  his  com¬ 
mands. 

One  of  our  party 
turned  to  me  and  said,  "Why  don't  the 
Methodists  talk  like  that?”  To  which  I 
had  no  salient  reply.  And  almost  with¬ 
out  taking  a  breath,  our  young  com¬ 
panion  focused  her  beautiful  hazel- 
green  eyes  on  us  and  continued  to 
hold  us  glued  to  her  gaze  and  her  wit¬ 
ness  until  she  was  finished.  Then  she 
said  she  needed  to  return  to  work  and 
that  she  had  enjoyed  being  at  lunch 
with  us.  She  said  something  to  the 
effect,  “We  are  supposed  to  tell  the 
story  whenever  we  can.  How  people 
receive  it  is  up  to  them.  But  I  have 
been  faithful  to  what  I  am  asked  to 
do.”  And  she  had! 

When  she  walked  away,  the  first 
comment  out  of  one  of  our  mouths 
was,  “We've  been  witnessed  to!”  That 
focused  our  conversation  for  the 
remainder  of  our  lunch  period  on  the 
very  subject  of  evangelism  and  our 
crying  need  to  just  tell  the  story  of 
Jesus.  This  young  woman  had  done  it 
so  easily.  She  wasn't  intrusive.  She 
wasn't  invasive.  She  wasn't  insensitive 
to  us.  (She  had  sized  us  pretty  well  I 
would  say!)  She  wasn't  demanding. 
She  was  just  straight  forward,  honest, 
concerned,  and  faithful.  Yes,  we  had 
been  evangelized! 

If  I  didn't  know  Jesus,  I'd  want  to 
ask  lots  of  questions  following  her  wit¬ 
ness.  If  I  didn't  know  Jesus  and  I  was 
having  any  sense  of  loneliness  or  diffi¬ 
culty  in  my  life,  I  would  know  where  to 
turn  for  a  solution.  If  I  didn't  know 
Jesus  I  would  know  there  is  a  person 
who  cares  about  me  and  wants  to  help 
get  me  out  of  my  sin  and  onto  the 
right  road.  If  I  didn't  know  Jesus,  I 
would  have  a  better  sense  of  who  he  is 
now  than  before  I  met  Miss  Savings 
and  Loan. 

Evangelism  doesn't  have  to  be  the 
distasteful  word  and  work  we  United 
Methodists  want  to  make  it.  It  is  a 
simple  sharing  out  of  our  heart  about 
something  that  is  of  ultimate  impor¬ 
tance  to  us.  And  if  Jesus  is  important, 
we'll  share  him!  Maybe  that  should  be 
the  starting  point  of  our  answer  to  the 
question  of  “Why  don't  Methodists 
talk  like  that?"  Is  it  because  the  savior 
of  the  world  and  the  salvation  of  those 
whom  he  loved  aren't  all  that  impor¬ 
tant  to  us? 

It's  a  good  question  for  the  journey. 

In  Christ's  love, 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


September  is  Igniting  Ministry  Open  House 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  are 
reminded  that  as  a  part  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  Igniting  Ministry  campaign, 
September  has  been  designated  Open 
House  Month. 

In  keeping  with  the  "Open  Hearts, 
Open  Minds,  Open  Doors"  theme,  local 
churches  prepare  to  exhibit  their  wel¬ 
coming  spirit  through  a  number  of 
efforts.  This  initiative  is  supported  by  a 
national  television  campaign  during  the 
month  of  September. 

Both  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City  and 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  New  Orleans  have 
received  matching  grants  for  the  “Back 
to  School”  flight  and  will  be  running 
Igniting  Ministry  campaigns. 

Igniting  Ministry  kits  are  available 
through  the  District  Offices  for  use  by 
local  churches.  The  kits  provide  a  wealth 
of  information  on  how  congregations 
can  become  more  welcoming.  Also,  visit 
the  Igniting  Ministry  website  at 
www.ignitingministry.org/welcoming/ge 


ttingstarted.aspx  to  view  these  and  other 
suggestions  on  how  to  prepare  for  Open 
House  Month.  Spruce  up:  Assess  the 
physical  needs  of  your  church  buildings. 
Touch  up  paint,  take  care  of  cosmetic 
repairs,  pull  weeds,  plant  flowers,  wash 
windows,  and  generally  freshen  up 
things.  Bulletin  boards:  Display  the 
church's  outreach  activities,  educational 
programs,  missions,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  activities.  If  your  welcoming  area 
is  large  enough,  offer  a  center  where 
church  information  kits  can  be  distrib¬ 
uted.  Nursery  and  children's  Sunday 
school  area:  Offer  attractive  classrooms, 
displaying  children's  work  and  providing 
and  up  to  date,  safe  nursery  environ¬ 
ment.  Ask  the  children  to  prepare  a 
momento  to  give  visiting  children. 

Outdoor  and  indoor  signage:  Are 
church  signs  damaged?  Are  they  clearly 
visible?  There  should  be  signs  at  the 
street,  parking  areas,  front  door,  bath¬ 
rooms,  nursery  and  worship  areas. 


Hutchinson  to  lead  meeting 

State  religious  leaders  will  meet  in 
Shreveport,  Sept.  19-20.  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  (LIC) 
President,  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson,  will  preside  when  state 
religious  leaders  meet  at  the  Best 
Western  Chateau  Suite  Hotel  to  dis¬ 
cuss  key  issues  still  dividing  churches. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Diane  Kessler, 

Executive  Director  of  the 
Massachusetts  Council  of  Churches 
and  co-author  of  "Councils  of 
Churches  and  the  Ecumenical 
Movement,"  will  address  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  LIC.  An  ecumenical 
prayer  service  will  be  held  on  Monday 


on  issues  dividing  churches 

evening,  Sept.  19  at  7:30  p.m.  at  First 
Lutheran  Church. 

Bishop  Kevin  Kanouse,  Bishop  for 
the  Northern  Texas-Northern 
Louisiana  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  has  been 
invited  to  serve  as  homilist.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  is 
a  statewide  ecumenical  organization 
formed  in  1970  and  consists  of  14  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations  and  Church 
Women  United  in  Louisiana. 

For  more  information,  call  (225) 
344-0134  or  e-mail  lainterchurch@ 
aol.com. 


Churches  can  profit  from  recycling  printer,  copier  cartridges 


ECCO  Recycles  is  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  with  churches,  schools  or  youth 
groups  to  promote  the  recycling  of  laser, 
inkjet,  fax  and  some  copier  cartridges. 

The  company  provides  boxes  to  set 
up  where  church  members  can  bring 
used  items  to  be  recycled.  After  the  box 


has  been  shipped  (postage  paid),  they 
will  sort  through  the  contents  and  then 
send  a  check  to  the  church  for  the  value 
of  the  cartridges.  ECCO  may  be  contact¬ 
ed  by  phone,  (800)  368-5881,  by  email 
info@eccorecycles.com,  or  visit  the  web¬ 
site  at  www.eccorecycles.com. 
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Christian  Education 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  des¬ 
ignated  Sunday,  August  21,  2005,  as 
Christian  Education  Sunday. 

All  United  Methodist  churches  are 
encouraged  to  highlight  the  various 
Christian  education  ministries,  lead¬ 
ers,  teachers,  etc.,  for  children,  youth, 
and  adults  by  affirming  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

During  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  session,  each  participant 
was  given  an  8-page  resource  handout 


Sunday  is  August  21 

to  be  utilized  during  Christian 
Education  week  in  your  local  congre¬ 
gation. 

Each  congregation  has  also  been 
encouraged  to  take  a  special  offering 
to  help  support  the  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  ministries  within  our  Conference. 

For  more  information  on  how  your 
church  can  be  a  part  of  the  vital  min¬ 
istry  of  Christian  education  and  spiri¬ 
tual  formation,  contact  Rev.  John  Edd 
Harper  at  (225)  346-1646  or  johnedd@ 
bellsouth.net. 


Volunteers  pack  relief  supplies  at  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin. 


Redding,  from  page  1 


point  for  UMCOR  supplies  that  are  sent 
all  over  the  world,  whenever  and  wher¬ 
ever  they  are  needed.  Over  $3  million 
worth  of  supplies  passed  through  Sager- 
Brown  in  2004. 

For  UMCOR  to  fulfill  their  mission, 
they  must  have  thousands  of  kits  in  the 
depot  at  Sager-Brown  available  for  use 
in  disaster  response.  Volunteers  are  most 
often  seen  assembling  and  packing 
emergency  kits,  which  can  range  from 
flood  buckets  to  school  kits. 

"Supplies  processed  through  Sager- 
Brown  have  provided  relief  in  places  like 
Armenia,  Africa,  the  Dominican 
Republic,  Liberia,  Haiti,  and  Granada, 
just  to  name  a  few.  Our  international 
response  is  always  larger  than  the 
domestic  response,"  explained  Redding. 

Close  to  3,000  flood  buckets  were 
recently  shipped  to  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  office  and  to  Pensacola, 
which  was  hardest  hit  by  Hurricane 
Dennis.  "Due  to  the  generosity  of  United 
Methodists  everywhere,  we  currently 
have  15,000  prepared  buckets  ready  to 
send  out  at  a  moment's  notice  during 
this  year's  hurrican  season,"  said 
Redding. 

She  added  that  requests  from  the  field 
office  for  2005  stand  at  $5.2  million  thus 
far,  with  $2.68  million  in  supplies  having 


been  sent  to  date.  "We've  already  shipped 
120,000  health  kits,  64,000  school  kits  and 
18,500  sewing  kits  this  year.  The  need  is 
great,  and  we  are  working  our  hardest  to 
fill  the  need,"  she  added. 

The  lifeblood  of  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  is  the  steady  stream  of  volunteers 
that  travel  to  this  small  Louisiana  town 
from  all  over  the  nation  to  give  of  their 
time  and  talents.  "Last  year,  we  had 
close  to  2,400  volunteers  hailing  from 
every  state  in  the  nation.  Those  folks 
worked  a  total  of  8,250  days  in  kit  prepa¬ 
ration,  housing  repair  in  the  community, 
and  in  ministry  to  local  schools," 
explained  Redding. 

Work  teams  and  volunteers  frequent¬ 
ly  stay  in  housing  provided  at  Sager- 
Brown,  with  some  staying  for  several 
months  at  a  time.  "There  are  retirees  and 
people  with  the  freedom  to  come  for 
longer  periods  who  visit  us  every  year. 
The  majority  sign  up  for  the  same  week 
next  year." 

"Volunteers  always  tell  me  that  they 
are  surprised  at  the  global  impact  of  the 
work  done  through  UMCOR.  Working  at 
Sager- Brown  truly  offers  them  a  'door  to 
the  world,'  giving  them  a  clearer  picture 
of  what  life  is  like  for  those  much  less 
fortunate  or  who  are  in  crisis,"  said 
Redding. 


Social  principles  workshop  set  for  Sept.  24-27 


living  the  Social 
Principles,  a  workshop 
for  clergy  and  laity,  will 
be  presented  throughout 
the  La.  Annual 
Conference  Sept.  24-27. 

Wanda  Holcomb,  Peace 
with  Justice  coordinator 
of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference,  will  lead  the 
workshops  which  are  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

"The  workshop  will  provide  an 
opportunity  to  look  at  how  the  social 
principles  began  nearly  100  years  ago, 
focusing  on  the  history  of  the  document. 
As  a  group,  we  will  also  examine  how  the 
principles  have  changed, "  said 
Holcombe. 

"Participatory  groups  will  look  at  the 
content  of  the  social  principles,  paying 
particular  attention  to  which  issues  are 
most  relevant  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana." 

Holcombe,  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
State  University,  is  excited  to  be  visiting 
the  annual  conference.  "My  husband 
George  and  I  have  a  keen  interest  in 
Louisiana  and  look  forward  to  seeing 
friends." 

The  new  social  principles  booklet  for 


2005-2008  comes  with  discussion  exer¬ 
cises  in  the  back,  making  it  easy  to  bring 
the  study  back  to  local  congregations. 
"Participants  can  personally  gain  from 
the  workshop  as  well  as  sharing  the 
information  with  their  home  church," 
said  Holcombe. 

"These  events  are  a  celebration  of  100 
years  of  the  birth  of  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Creed,  which  will  have 
existed  for  a  century  in  2008,"  said  Rev. 
Phil  Woodland,  conference  board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  workshop  is  described  as  an 
opportunity  to  "connect  vital  personal 
discipleship  with  a  passionate  call  to  live 
out  God's  vision  for  a  beloved  commu¬ 
nity."  Participants  will  learn  methods 
that  enable  a  congregation  to  move 
beyond  "agreeing  to  disagree"  to  loving 
advocacy  and  justice  for  all  God’s  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  dates,  places  and  times  for  the 
five  workshops  are  as  follows:  Sept.  24, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 

Ruston,  9:30  a.m.;  Sept.  25,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  3  p.m.;  Sept.  26,  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m.;  Sept.  26, 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  6  p.m.;  and 
Sept.  27,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  9:30  a.m. 


Trips  to  explore  Holy  Land,  Wesley's  England 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  have 
two  exciting  opportunities  for  Christian 
travel  in  the  fall  of  2005  and  2006. 

Visit  Jerusalem,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth, 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  other  sites  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  life  of  Jesus  with  Rev.  Ira 
Robinson  and  his  wife  Mary  as  they  trav¬ 
el  to  Israel  in  November  of  2005.  Anyone 
interested  in  joining  the  10-day  pilgrim¬ 
age  may  call  (337)  989-8954. 

Bishop  Bill  Hutchinson  and  his  wife 
Kay  invite  United  Methodists  from  all 
over  Louisiana  to  join  them  Sept.  4,  2006 
for  a  10  day  trip  to  London  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  English  countryside  to  explore 


their  Wesleyan  heritage.  The  group  will 
visit  City  Road  Chapel  and  Aldersgate  in 
London,  as  well  as  traveling  to 
Birmingham  (home  of  Francis  Asbury), 
Epworth  "(home  of  John  Wesley),  Bristol 
(home  of  Charles  Wesley),  Oxford, 
Stratford-Upon-Avon,  and  many  other 
charming  villages. 

Travelers  can  deepen  their  knowledge 
of  our  Methodist  heritage  while  enjoying 
travel  with  fellow  church  members. 

For  brochures  or  more  information, 
contact  Rev.  Don  Cottrill  at  (225)  346- 
1636  or  Rev.  Ira  Robinson  at  (337)  989- 
8954. 


Clergy  invited  to  new  programs  at  Wesley  Seminary 


Clergy  who  wish  to  be  considered  as 
candidates  for  upcoming  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  programs  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  are  invited  to  the 
campus  on  Sept.  15  to  learn  about  two 
new  focused  programs,  "Arts  and 
Theology"  and  "Pastoral  Theology,  Care 
and  Counseling."  To  attend  the  Doctor 


of  Ministry  Exploration  Day  contact  the 
office  of  admissions  by  emailing 
admiss@wesleysem.edu.  Details  are  at 
www.Wesleysem.edu.  Questions  can  be 
directed  to  Dr.  Lew  Parks,  director  of  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Program  at 
lparks@wesleysem.edu  or  (202)  885- 
6481. 


Baton  Rouge  Habitat  program  enters  17th  year 


Plans  are  underway  for  the  Fall  2005 
United  Methodist  Habitat  Build  in  Baton 
Rouge.  This  annual  project,  now  in  its 
17th  year,  has  provided  a  total  of  19  new 
homes  for  deserving  families. 

"Every  year,  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  col¬ 
laborate  by  providing  volunteers  and 
funding  for  the  construction  of  new 
Habitat  for  Humanity  housing.  This 
ministry  provides  homes  to  families  who 
are  willing  to  work  with  us  on  their  con¬ 
struction  and  pay  back  the  cost  of  the 
home  with  a  no  interest  loan  -  a  loan 
that  would  not  be  available  through 
conventional  means  because  our  fami¬ 
lies  have  limited  income,"  said  Lynn 
Bradley,  project  coordinator. 

The  team  will  be  building  two  homes 
this  fall  in  Bartlett  Place  Subdivision  in 


north  Baton  Rouge  starting  on  Sept.  10. 

The  project  will  probably  involve  10 
Saturdays  and  Wednesdays  this  fall  with 
about  20  construction  volunteers  at 
each  of  the  two  homes  every  work  day. 

"We  still  need  funding  or  material 
donations  to  complete  the  homes. 
Carpet,  doors  and  electrical  supplies 
have  been  donated  in  past  years.  Each 
Habitat  home  costs  $56,000  to  construct. 
The  funding  for  one  home  has  already 
been  collected  and  pledged,  but  the 
funding  for  the  second  home  is  still 
needed,"  said  Bradley. 

Persons  or  churches  wishing  to  know 
more  about  the  project  may  contact 
Lynn  Bradley  at  lbradley@bradley-blew- 
ster.com  or  phone  769-7040  (w)  or  293- 
2216  (h),  or  contact  Freda  Montgomery 
at  fnmbtr@aol.com  or  phone  928-1163. 
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Weaver:  Time  to  end  poverty  is  now 


A  UMNS  COMMENTARY 
BY  BISHOP  PETER  D.  WEAVER 
BOSTON  AREA 

Following  the  Group  of  Eight  lead¬ 
ers'  meeting  in  Scotland,  one  fact  is 
clear:  The  world  is  in  a  position  to 
end  extreme  poverty  in  this  genera¬ 
tion.  The  technology,  resources  and 
cooperative  networks  are  in  place  to 
get  it  done. 

No  longer  does  a  child  need  to  die 
every'  three  seconds  of  preventable 
causes.  No  longer  do  more  than  one 
billion  people  need  to  live  with  little 
or  no  food,  education  or  health  care. 
No  longer  do  the  poor  need  to 
become  poorer  because  of  trade 
injustices. 

Jesus'  vision  of  good  news  for  the 
poor  and  the  human  family  is  within 
sight.  This  was  the  first  objective  for 
his  spirit-anointed  ministry,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Luke  4:18. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
playing  a  role  in  the  expanding 
movement  aimed  at  ending  poverty. 
Before  the  G8  summit  opened,  I  was 
part  of  a  broad-based,  1 1  -member 
U.S.  delegation  that  met  in  London 
with  about  40  religious  leaders  from 
Africa  and  Great  Britain.  The  group 
was  called  together  by  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  Rowan  Williams. 

This  show  of  solidarity  for  the 
.  poor4epionstrated  our  unity  as 
Christians  and  challenged  the 
world's  leaders  to  take  bold  steps  to 
grant  debt  relief,  increase  aid  and 
develop  just  trade  policies  in  devel¬ 
oping  countries. 

Before  leaving  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  our  delegation  met  with 
the  senior  White  House  staff  mem¬ 
bers  responsible  for  G8  summit 
preparations.  We  affirmed  the  posi¬ 
tive  steps  the  Bush  administration 
has  taken  and  urged  the  president  to 
take  additional,  critically  needed  - 
and  bold  -  steps.  It  was  also  clear  that 
Congress  must  be  encouraged  to  give 
full  funding  for  undertakings  as  the 
Millennium  Development  Grants. 
These  grants  are  established  by  world 
leaders  to  combat  poverty,  hunger, 
disease,  illiteracy  and  other  problems. 

In  London,  we  met  with  Gordon 
Brown,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
(the  British  secretary  of  the  treasury). 
He  is  urging  U.S.  churches  to  help 
create  the  moral  and  political  will  to 
fulfill  the  goals  that  have  been  set, 
such  as  dedicating  .07  percent  of  the 
gross  domestic  product  to  eliminat¬ 
ing  poverty.  He  spoke  passionately 
about  meeting  a  man  with  AIDS  in 
Tanzania,  who  said  to  him,  "Are  we 
not  brothers?" 

In  all  of  the  financial  complexity, 
the  central  question  is  "how  we  will 
live  together  as  sisters  and  brothers, 
justly  and  compassionately,  sharing 
the  resources  that  God  has  entrusted 
to  the  human  family  so  that,  in  part¬ 
nership,  all  may  be  empowered  and 
blessed."  Our  second  major  meeting 
was  a  consultation  of  about  50 
African,  British  and  U.S.  representa¬ 
tives  convened  by  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  to  discuss  the  major 


issues  of  the  G8  summit  from  a  theo¬ 
logical  perspective,  to  craft  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  G8  summit  leaders  and 
to  plan  next  steps  in  an  international 
faith  community  effort  to  end 
extreme  poverty.  As  Archbishop 
Rowan  said.  "The  poverty  of  one  is 
the  poverty  of  all."  It  was  also  noted 
that  most  Christians  around  the 
world  are  themselves  poor. 

This  emerging  movement  of  a 
broad  global  and  ecumenical  com¬ 
mitment  to  end  extreme  poverty 
reminds  me  of  the  historic  1910 
Edinburgh  Missionary  Conference 
that  launched  the  20th  Century 
Missions  Movement,  bringing 
together  a  wide  diversity  of 
Christians  for  the  "evangelism  of  the 
world  in  this  generation."  Part  of  the 
21st  century  evangel,  or  "good  news," 
for  the  poor  for  whom  Christ  came 
were  in  evidence  at  Edinburgh  dur¬ 
ing  the  G8  summit.  Christian  per¬ 
spectives  from  the  global  south  as 
well  as  in  the  wealthy  nations  were 
critical  to  these  meetings.  God's 
transforming  Spirit  is  at  work. 

By  God's  grace,  some  amazing 
things  are  emerging  and  converging 
in  this  moment  of  our  history. 
Consider  these  recent  developments: 

-  Jeffrey  Sachs'  best  selling  book, 
The  End  of  Poverty. 

-  Growing  grass-roots  movements 
such  as  "Make  Poverty  History"  and 
the  "ONE"  campaign. 

-  The  commitment  of  diverse 
leaders  such  as  Nelson  Mandela, 
Bono,  George  Bush,  Desmond  Tutu, 
Tony  Blair  and  Bill  Gates  all  working 
to  end  extreme  poverty. 

-  Recent  agreement  on  100  per¬ 
cent  debt  relief  for  18  of  the  poorest 
nations. 

-The  European  Union's  goal  of 
doubling  its  aid  to  the  poorest 
nations  by  $25  billion,  achieving  a  .07 
percent  of  their  GDP  aid  contribution 
by  2010. 

-  The  July  7  announcement  by 
President  Bush  of  $1.2  billion  to 
address  malaria  and  other  problems 
in  Africa. 

Yes,  God  is  moving  forward. 

United  Methodists  can  join  the 
movement  to  make  poverty  history. 
Here  are  some  ways: 

1.  Pray  for  our  churches  and  the 
leaders  of  all  nations  as  we  work 
together  to  end  extreme  poverty. 

2.  Participate  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion's  "Children  and  Poverty"  and 
"Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa" 
efforts. 

3.  Connect  with  the  "ONE"  cam¬ 
paign. 

4.  Keep  yourself  and  your  congre¬ 
gation  informed  about  the 
Millennium  Development  Goals, 
global  debt  relief,  aid  to  poor  nations, 
just  trade  policies,  global  health 
issues,  education  issues,  and  chil- 

d  -  en's  and  women's  issues. 

5.  Communicate  your  concerns 

.  !  encouragement  to  President 

b  sh  and  Congress.  More  informa¬ 
tion  is  on  the  web  at  www.g8.gov.uk 
and  at  www.one.org. 


Volunteers  needed  for  Dennis  cleanup 


Volunteer  teams  will  be  needed  this 
tall  in  Alabama  and  Florida  for  contin¬ 
ued  cleanup  after  Hurricane  Dennis. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Hazelwood,  U.S.  disas¬ 
ter  coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  said  some  teams 
already  scheduled  for  the  continuing 
Hurricane  Ivan  repair  work  were  divert¬ 
ed  to  cleanup  duty  after  Dennis  came 
ashore  July  10. 

But  more  assistance,  in  the  form  of 
both  unskilled  and  skilled  labor,  isneed- 
ed  from  Labor  Day  through  the  fall. 
"There  is  a  great  need  for  teams,"  he  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service.  "At  this 
point,  there's  still  a  lot  of  debris  to  clean 
up." 

"Prospective  teams  or  individual  vol¬ 
unteers  may  call  the  La.  Volunteers  in 
Mission  office  for  contacts  and  schedul¬ 
ing  information,"  said  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director  of  LAVIM.  Brenda 
Coppitt  with  the  LAVIM  office  can  be 
reached  by  calling  (225)  346-1646  or 
(888)  239-5286. 

Assessment  of  damage  from  the  hur¬ 
ricane  shows  a  path  about  10  miles 
wide,  according  to  Hazelwood.  In 
Milton,  Fla.,  and  the  nearby  town  of 
Pace,  homes  newly  rebuilt  or  repaired 
after  Hurricane  Ivan  suffered  damage 
from  wind  or  falling  trees.  "Milton  and 
Pace  seem  to  have  gotten  the  worst  of 
it,"  he  said. 

According  to  reports  compiled  by  the 
denomination's  Alabama-West  Florida 
Conference,  extensive  damage  was  done 
to  the  sanctuary  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atmore,  Ala.,  where 
the  organ  and  Steinway  piano  were 
destroyed.  At  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Flomaton,  Ala.,  the  class¬ 
rooms  and  library  resource  room  on  the 
first  and  second  floors  suffered  severe 
damage,  and  the  building  had  extensive 
leakage. 

In  the  Pensacola  District,  numerous 
churches  in  Santa  Rosa  County  and 
northern  Escambia  County  sustained 
only  superficial  damage  from  Hurricane 
Dennis.  However,  many  homes  of 
church  members  were  damaged. 

Hazelwood  said  he  plans  to  work  with 
die  conference  staff  on  the  possibility  of 
assisting  with  case  management  of 
Hurricane  Dennis  victims. 


The  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  has  opened  disaster  recovery 
centers  in  both  Florida  and  Alabama. 

Aside  from  physical  needs,  the  stress 
from  last  year's  hurricanes  and  the 
recent  storm  has  created  an  anxiety  level 
"that  makes  people  almost  unable  to 
cope"  when  hurricane  warnings  are 
issued,  Hazelwood  said.  He  and  Bishop 
Larry  M.  Goodpaster  are  consulting  on 
how  to  address  the  spiritual  and  emo¬ 
tional  needs  of  those  affected  by  the 
hurricanes. 

Hurricane  Dennis  was  blamed  for 
several  deaths  in  the  South.  Outside  the 
United  States,  the  hurricane  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  dozens  of  people  in  Haiti 
and  Cuba,  destroyed  homes  and  crops, 
and  killed  livestock. 

According  to  information  received  by 
the  Rev.  Larry  Rankin,  staff  with  the 
United  Methodist  Florida  Conference, 
the  hurricane  destroyed  eight  Methodist 
church  buildings  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Cuba  as  well  as  house  churches 
there.  About  42  people  sought  emer¬ 
gency  shelter  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Niquero,  the  only 
Methodist  church  in  that  area  not 
severely  damaged. 

Elsewhere,  communities  in  Texas  and 
Mexico  were  assessing  the  impact  of 
Hurricane  Emily,  which  struck  northeast 
Mexico  on  July  20. 

Southwest  Texas  Conference  repre¬ 
sentatives  were  checking  with  the 
Mexican  Methodist  Church  about  disas¬ 
ter-recovery  needs  in  northern  Mexico, 
according  to  the  conference  Web  site. 
Eight  Texas  counties  in  the  Brownsville 
vicinity  had  light  damage,  according  to 
Texas  officials. 

Contributions  to  United  Methodist 
recovery  efforts  can  be  designated  to 
"Hurricanes  2005  Global,"  Advance  No. 
982523.  Checks  to  UMCOR  can  be 
placed  in  church  offering  plates  or 
mailed  directly  to  La.  Annual 
Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 

UMCOR  also  needs  donations  of 
flood  buckets  filled  with  cleaning  sup¬ 
plies.  For  more  information,  call 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin  at 
(800)  814-8765  or  visit  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/print/kits/. 
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Hurricane  Emily  tore  the  roofs  off  of  these  dwellings  in  Carboneras,  Mexico,  top.  Above, 
local  children  smile  for  the  camera.  Right:  Volunteers  load  supplies  bound  for  Mexico. 


Emily, 


from  page  1 


Emily,  but  there  is  extensive  damage  to 
houses  throughout  the  village.  Only  a 
few  of  the  homes  are  block  construction, 
with  most  built  of  wood  with  metal 
roofs,"  said  Norman. 

As  a  result  of  the  need  created  by  the 
recent  storm,  LAVIM  has  asked  Willie 
Berman,  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Coordinator  for  the  Eastern  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico,  to 
schedule  as  many  teams  as  he  deems 
necessary  into  the  area  to  provide  storm 
recovery  while  continuing  existing  med¬ 
ical  work.  "Some  teams  will  be  assigned 
to  Carboneras,  but  we  will  continue  to 
do  ministry  in  Reynosa  and  several  other 
cities  along  the  border,"  said  Norman. 

One  LAVIM  team  has  already  stepped 
in  to  help.  A  Reynosa  Mini- 
Medical/Construction  team,  led  by  Mark 
Schiltz,  arrived  in  Reynosa  a  day  after 
Elurricane  Emily  hit  the  coast.  The  group 
was  asked  to  repair  damage  to  the  roof 
on  a  church  still  under  construction  in 
Valle  Hermosa.  "High  winds  had  taken 
their  toll  on  the  structure,"  said  Norman. 
The  LAVIM  team  led  by  Schiltz  also 
assisted  the  pastor  in  Valle  Hermosa 


with  clearing  debris  from  around  his 
house. 

In  a  bit  of  irony,  Hurricane  Emily  has 
opened  a  few  doors  for  the  ongoing 
LAVIM  work  in  Carboneras.  "Because  of 
the  urgency  of  need  that  now  exists, 
Mexico's  president  Vicente  Fox  is  allow¬ 
ing  us  to  move  a  mobile  dental  clinic 
into  the  area.  We've  been  trying  to  get 
that  accomplished  for  some  time,  but 
the  red  tape  kept  holding  us  up.  The 
storm  created  a  window  of  opportunity 
to  get  things  done  quickly,"  said 
Norman. 

Those  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  wishing  to  volunteer 
in  Mexico  are  encouraged  to  join  exist¬ 
ing  mini-medical/construction  teams 
that  are  already  scheduled  throughout 
rest  of  year  and  in  2006.  Teams  will  not 
be  added  due  to  an  already  busy  sched¬ 
ule.  "Where  the  greatest  need  exists  is 
where  the  work  will  be  done.  Team  lead¬ 
ers  are  advised  to  check  with  Willie 
Berman  approximately  two  weeks  prior 
to  departure  from  Louisiana  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  current  situation,"  said 
Norman. 
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O'Neill  to  keynote  Abundant  Life  Conference 


Actress  Jennifer 
O'Neill  is  scheduled  to 
be  the  keynote  speaker 
at  the  upcoming 
Abundant  Life  Women's 
Conference,  slated  for 
Friday  and  Saturday, 

September  9-10  at  Fant- 
Ewing  Coliseum  on  the 
campus  of  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Monroe. 

The  cost  for  the  two- 
day  event  is  $40  per  per¬ 
son. 

The  Christian 
women's  conference, 
sponsored  by  Three 
Kings,  Ltd.,  will  also  fea-  Lester 
ture  Tom  Lester  (Eb  from 
Green  Acres  fame),  Dr.  Fred  Lowery  from 
Bossier  City,  and  Sr.  Julia  Netdes  from 
Monroe.  MC  for  the  conference  will  be 
Tammi  Arender,  former  local  television 
personality .  Tickets  are  now  available, 
via  the  conference  website,  www.abun- 
dantlifeconference.com,  or  by  calling 
(318) 324-0493. 

An  internationally-acclaimed  actress, 
film  and  television  star,  director,  spokes¬ 
woman,  author,  artist  and  inspirational 
speaker,  Jennifer  O'Neill  began  her 
career  at  age  fifteen  as  a  high  fashion 
model.  Then  at  age  twenty  one,  she 
landed  a  starring  role  in  “Rio  Lobo”  with 
John  Wayne,  then  followed  that  with 
“Summer  of  42",  numerous  other  films, 
and  television  series  and  movies.  She 
was  also  spokesperson  for  Cover  Girl 
cosmetics  for  an  unprecedented  30 
years. 

In  1997,  O'Neill  wrote  her  autobiog¬ 
raphy,  “Surviving  Myself”,  which  dealt 
with  tough  subjects  including  teen  sui¬ 
cide,  abortion,  sexual  abuse,  domestic 
violence,  depression,  failed  marriages, 
miscarriages  and  three  near- death  expe¬ 
riences. 

Her  second  book  “From  Fallen  to 
Forgiven”  was  an  account  of  her  journey 
of  spiritual,  emotional,  mental  and 
physical  healing  through  her  faith  in 
God.  In  the  past  seven  years,  Ms.  O'Neill 
has  served  as  spokesperson  for  the 
Silent  No  More  awareness  campaign, 
making  pro-life  and  pro-family  appear¬ 
ances  on  national  TV 

O'Neill  also  often  visits  high  schools, 
colleges  and  youth  groups,  encouraging 
abstinence,  healing  and  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ.  In  addition  to 
holding  her  own  conferences,  Jennifer 
has  also  appeared  as  speaker  with 
“Women  of  Faith”  and  “Extraordinary 


Women”,  reaching  tens  of  thousands  of 
women  per  gathering. 

O'Neill  has  been  a  featured  guest  on 
the  local  radio  talk  show  “We  Talk  Back”, 
which  airs  Saturday  mornings  on  KM LB 
-  AM  1440. 

Tom  Lester,  better  known  as  “Eb”  on 
the  sitcom  “Green  Acres”,  feels  his  suc¬ 
cess  as  an  actor  and  speaker  has  been 
possible  because  of  his  gift  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  never  giving  up.  He  attests  to 
the  fact  that  one  does  not  have  a  right  to 
do  less  than  the  best  he  can,  and  that 
each  person  has  the  opportunity  to 
choose  and  make  quality  decisions  that 
can  change  and  effect  one's  life.  He 
firmly  believes  that  true  success  is 
becoming  everything  God  has  gifted  you 
to  become.  Tom  has  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  share  the  stage  three  times  with 
Billy  Graham  and  feels  his  fame  has 
enabled  him  to  spread  the  Word  of  God. 

Fred  L.  Lowery,  senior  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Bossier  City,  is  author 
of  several  books,  and  host  of  The  First 
Word  television  program,  which  is  heard 
on  various  cable  oudets  around  the 
country.  Lowery  goes  straight  to  God's 
word  and  offers  fresh  insight  as  he  com¬ 
municates  the  truth  of  Christianity  in 
practical  ways. 

In  his  new  book,  Covenant  Marriage, 
Lowery  points  out  that  God  designed 
marriage  to  be  a  covenant  relationship, 
and  that  it  is  a  spiritual  binding  of  the 
hearts  and  a  mystical  connection  where 
two  people  become  one  in  a  relational 
covenant  that  is  broken  only  by  death. 

Julia  R.  Netdes,  OSE  is  a  Franciscan 
Sister  of  Jesus  and  a  former  Hospital 
Sister  of  the  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis 
from  Springfield,  Illinois.  She  is  also  a 
minister  with  In  His  Presence  Ministries. 
As  a  psalmist,  her  teaching  and  gende 
music  ministry  spans  a  period  of  30 
years  in  Catholic,  Protestant,  Pentecostal 
and  Charismatic  churches. 

Sr.  Netdes  ministers  in  America  and 
South  Africa  with  a  team  of  IHPM  minis¬ 
ters,  teaching,  giving  contemplative 
retreats,  soaking  sessions,  prophetic 
worship  and  intercession  workshops. 
These  various  gatherings  are  designed  to 
train  and  equip  the  body  of  Christ  to 
maintain  a  prayer  relationship  with  the 
Lord,  bring  healing  and  restoration. 

For  more  information,  check  out  the 
website  at  www.abundantlifeconfer- 
ence.com,  and  get  your  tickets  now  for 
the  Abundant  Life  Women's  Conference, 
September  9-10  at  Fant-Ewing  Coliseum 
on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Monroe. 


Christian  Educators  Fellowship 


La.  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  (CEF)  held  a  luncheon  meeting  during  annual 
conference  at  Centenary  College  in  June.  CEF  nurtures,  supports,  challenges  and 
advocates  for  persons  with  responsibility  for  fostering  discipleship  through 
Christian  education.  Outgoing  president  Carol  Sherer  LACEF  for  2005-06.  Plans  for 
the  group  include  a  fall  event  and  a  spring  retreat.  Membership  is  open  to 
Christian  educators  in  local  churches,  employees  and  volunteers.  Annual  dues  are 
$20.  More  information  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel  at  (985)  732- 
3148.  New  officers  include  (l-r)  Renee  Evans,  secretary;  Kathy  VonBieberstein, 
membership;  Donna  Foster,  vice  president;  Mary  Beth  Foye,  treasurer;  and 
Barbara  Einsel,  president. 


New  hymnals  for  Olla  UMC 


As  a  Lenten  project,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  collected 
funds  to  purchase  new  hymnals  for  Olla  UMC,  which  was  damaged  in  a  tornado 
last  November.  On  June  1 8,  the  two  congregations  joined  voices  in  an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  hymn  sing  and  hymnal  dedication.  Rev.  Erin  Oliver,  Trinity  UMC,  presented 
the  hymnals  to  Rev.  Curtis  Carroll  of  Olla  UMC.  Pictured  left  to  right  are  Jennifer 
Cambell,  Barbara  Drago,  Suzanne  Ford,  Rev.  Oliver,  Jackie  Adams,  Rev.  Carroll,  Ray 
Miller,  Jan  Jeffress  and  Charles  Jeffress. 


Eremos 

A  program  for  United  Methodist  Clergy 

Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat  Center 

Mark  6:46  . ..  time  to  get  away  from  the  crowds 

Personal  retreat  time,  or  time  to  be  alone  with  your  family  and  away  from  the 
crowds  Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat  Center  is  the  historical  min¬ 
istry  of  hospitality  serving  United  Methodists  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 
The  30  acres  of  serene  beauty  and  historic  facilities  are  located  on  a  mountain- 
top  in  downtown  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  For  more  information,  call  (479)  443- 
4531  or  visit  the  web  site  at  www.mountsequoyah.org. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

St.  Andrew's  UMC,  located  in  Southeast  Baton  Rouge,  is  searching  for  a  full-time  Youth 
Director.  Part  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  St.  Andrew's  has  a  membership  of  nearly  1 ,300. 
The  youth  director  would  work  with  approximately  70  youth  in  grades  7-12  and  will 
need  to  have  the  skills  to  lead  the  youth  spiritually.  Challenging  our  youth  with  opportu¬ 
nities  to  serve  while  keeping  in  mind  the  needs  of  the  youth  are  key. 

Qualifications  include  graduation  from  an  accredited  college  or  university,  or  certification 
as  a  youth  director;  experience  working  with  youth  and  excellent  communication  and 
organizational  skills.  Salary  and  benefits  package  are  negotiable  based  on  education  and 
experience. 

If  interested,  send  resume  including  references,  to;  lharper@standrewsumc.net. 
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Jesse  James  Nero  (center)  is  aided  by  family  members  during  a  special  worship 
service  celebration  of  his  1 00th  birthday  at  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  The  church  also  recently  honored  retiring  pastor  Abraham  E.  Davis. 


First  Street  UMC  celebrates  several  events 


First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  cele¬ 
brated  the  retirement  of  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis  after  30  of  faithful 
service  at  this  historic  172  year  old 
landmark  church. 

A  celebration  banquet  noting  Rev. 
Davis'  work  in  ministry,  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  as  a  civil  rights  leader 
was  highlighted  with  proclamations 
from  District  Coucilmember  Renee 
Gill-Pratt  and  Mayor  C.  Ray  Nagin. 

New  Orleans  District 
Superintnendent  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson  commended  Pastor 
Davis,  and  a  special  program  fea¬ 
tured  a  video  production  on  Davis' 
life  and  his  work  at  First  Street  UMC. 

According  to  Rev.  Davis,  his  retire¬ 
ment  will  provide  him  with  the 
opportunity  to  write  and  become 
more  involved  in  ministries  on  both 
the  district  and  conference  levels. 

On  June  19,  the  following  Sunday, 
Rev.  B.  Lance  Eden  was  welcomed  as 
First  Street  UMC's  new  minister. 

A  second  church  celebration  was 
held  and  attended  by  family  and 


friends  from  Slidell,  Seattle  and 
Atlanta. 

Eden,  a  native  of  Slidell,  has 
served  as  the  youth  pastor  of  the 
10,000  member  Ben  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  A 
graduate  of  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans,  he  recently  received  his 
Masters  of  Divinity  Degree  from 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

At  26,  Eden  is  the  youngest  pastor 
in  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference. 

Cause  for  more  celebration  was  a 
special  worship  service  on  June  26 
honoring  Jesse  James  Nero,  noting 
his  100  th  birthday. 

A  member  of  the  church  since 
1937,  Nero  sang  in  the  Chancel  and 
Sanctuary  choirs,  was  a  class  leader, 
treasurer  of  UMM,  and  served  in 
many  other  positions  of  leadership. 
Special  tiighlights  of  the  celebration 
included  presentations  from  the 
office  of  President  George  W.  Bush, 
Gov.  Kathleen  Babineaux  Blanco  and 
the  Mayor  C.  Ray  Nagin.  A  large 
birthday  cake  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


Wesley,  Baton  Rouge,  invites  all  to  Summer  Revival 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  invites  the  public  to  its 
annual  Summer  Revival,  beginning  Aug. 
7  and  continuing  through  Aug.  10. 

Guest  minister  is  Rev.  Dr.  Sherry 
Townsend-Daniels,  director  of 
Congregational  Development,  Illinois 
Great  Rivers  Conference. 

The  theme  of  revival  this  year  is 
"From  Darkness  to  Light."  The  revival 
schedule  is  as  follows:  Sunday,  Aug.  7, 


Revival  Service,  1 1  a.m.;  Monday,  Aug.  8, 
Prayer  and  Praise,  6:30  p.m.  and  Revival 
Service,  7  p.m.;  Tuesday,  Aug.  9  (Youth 
night),  Prayer  and  Praise,  6:30  p.m.  and 
Revival  Service  7  p.m.;  Wednesday,  Aug. 
10  (Pew  rally),  Prayer  and  Praise,  6:30 
p.m.  and  Revival  Service,  7  p.m. 

Pastor  Rev.  E.  Andrew  Goff  and  mem¬ 
bers  ofWesley  invite  everyone  to  join 
them  in  revival,  lifting  up  the  name  of 
the  Lord  and  celebrating  his  majesty. 


An  invitation  to  the  public  to  hear  Louisiana  native 

Bishop  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert 

Oct.  9, 2005, 2  p.m. 

St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church  in  Clinton 
For  more  information,  contact  Rev.Cherless  Miller  at  (225)  683-4844 


La.  United  Methodist 
Women  recently  met 
for  the  La.  Conference 
School  of  Christian 
Mission  at  the 
Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 


UMW  meets  for  School  of  Christian  Mission 


Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  met  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  July 
20-23  for  the  La.  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission. 

Mission  studies  included:  Spiritual 
Growth-Children  of  the  Bible,  facilitated 
by  Dr.  Rena  Yocom;  Social  Issues-Public 
Education,  taught  by  Jane  Ellett  and  Dr. 
Barbara  Ferguson;  and  Geography-India 
and  Pakistan,  Gloria  Tuck  Bennett,  Rev. 
Arnold  V  Brown,  Joan  Cleveland  and 
Rev.  Sue  Hakeem-Michael. 

Teen  Women  (Youth)  Study  Leaders 
were  Rev.  Connie  Breaux  and  Doret 
Gilbert  Wilson.  The  attendants  collected 
313  health  kits  and  $377  in  donations  for 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  for  a  mission  proj¬ 
ect.  Over  $700  was  collected  for  undesig¬ 


nated  giving. 

Youth  participants  visited  Rapides 
Hospital's  pediatrics  department,  where 
they  left  books,  bookmarkers  and  little 
angels.  They  made  several  blankets  that 
will  be  delivered  to  various  hospitals 
throughout  the  state  and  presented  a 
cross  to  Lueberda  Myers,  president  of 
La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women. 

UMW  members  are  requested  to 
bring  school  supplies  to  the  annual 
meeting,  to  be  held  in  Monroe,  Sept.  16- 
17.  These  supplies  will  be  given  to  our 
mission  projects  which  are  Dulac 
Community  Center,  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children's  Services,  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center  and  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown. 


Dining  with  family  critical  for  child  development 


The  more  often  teenagers  eat  dinner 
with  their  families,  the  less  likely  they 
are  to  smoke,  drink  or  use  illegal  drugs. 
That's  the  reason  The  National  Center 
on  Addiction  and  Substance  Abuse 
(CASA)  at  Columbia  University  created 
"Family  Day— A  Day  to  Eat  Dinner  with 
Your  Children." 

Now  in  its  fifth  year,  "Family  Day"  is 
gaining  significant  momentum  across 
the  nation,  with  corporate  America,  not 
for  profit  organizations  and  church  insti¬ 
tutions.  This  year's  special  day  is  Sept. 

26. 

According  to  Joseph  A.  Califano, 
CASA's  chairman  and  the  former  U.  S. 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare,  "Parent  power  is  the  most 
potent  and  underutilized  tool  in  pre¬ 
venting  children  from  using  substances 
or  engaging  in  risky  behavior." 

"CASA  research  reveals  that  a  child 
who  reaches  the  age  of  21  without 
smoking,  using  illegal  drugs  or  abusing 
alcohol  is  virtually  certain  never  to  do  so. 
Getting  families  to  dine  together  rou- 
tinely-and  the  parental  engagement 


and  conversation  that  goes  hand-in- 
hand  with  dinner— is  a  simple,  powerful 
and  effective  tool  to  help  children  and 
teens  remain  substance  free." 

According  to  CASA's  annual  teen  sur¬ 
vey,  teens  who  eat  dinner  with  their  fam¬ 
ilies  six  to  seven  times  a  week  are  at 
almost  half  the  risk  of  substance  abuse 
as  teens  who  eat  dinner  with  their  fami¬ 
lies  twice  a  week  or  less. 

Research  also  shows  that  teens  who 
eat  dinner  with  their  families  often  are 
likelier  to  do  well  in  school  and  less  like¬ 
ly  than  other  teens  to  have  sex  at  young 
ages,  get  into  fights  or  be  suspended 
from  school. 

Frequent  family  dining  is  also  corre¬ 
lated  with  developing  healthy  eating 
habits. 

Teens  who  attend  religious  services 
once  a  week  are  at  a  substantially  lower 
risk  for  substance  abuse. 

Starting  a  Sunday  ritual  of  attending 
service  and  sharing  a  meal  as  a  family  is 
a  meaningful  tradition  that  will  increase 
parental  engagement  and  communica¬ 
tion  with  your  children. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  EDUCATION 
FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
MINDEN,  LOUISIANA 

Must  be  at  least  21  years  of  age  and  have  completed  a  college  degree.  A 
degree  in  Christian  Education,  Youth  Ministry,  or  Master  of  Divinity  is  helpful,  but 
not  required.  Director  must  be  personable,  outgoing,  and  work  well  with  others. 
It  is  important  that  (he/she)  be  a  self-starter,  a  team  player,  and  have  the  ability 
to  enable  the  congregation  to  carry  out  (his/her)  vision.  Creativity  and  ability  to 
relate  well  to  children  and  youth  is  a  must.  The  Director  of  Youth  and  Education 
will  be  expected  to  work  a  40-hour  work-week.  Primary  responsibilities  will 
include  designing,  overseeing  and  directing  the  youth  programs. To  apply,  con¬ 
tact  adam.walker@fibrebond.com. 
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UMM  9th  National  Gathering 

United  Methodist  Men  from  around  the  country  met  for  their  9th  National 
Gathering  at  Purdue  University  in  Indiana  July  1 5-1 7.  Provost  Don  Cottrill  stands 
with  Dr.  Joe  Harris  and  Bishop  William  W.  Morris,  top.  The  St.  Luke  Community 
Mens  Choir  of  Houston,  Tex.,  performs  for  the  conference,  middle.  Above:  the 
Louisiana  Conference  delegation.  La.  UMM  president  Joe  Kelly  stands  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Africa  University  Choir,  right. 


UM  Men  meet  for  9th  National  Gathering 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMNS)~ 

With  more  than  30  workshops  covering 
a  wide  variety  of  spiritual  and  social 


aspects  of  men's  ministry,  the  9th 
National  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Gathering  had  something  for  everyone. 

Topics  included  appointed  positions 
in  the  United  Methodist  Men's  organiza¬ 
tion,  digital  ministries,  Scriptural  and 
theological  studies,  music,  health  issues 
and  women. 

A  workshop  popular  with  the  more 
than  2,200  men  attending  the  July  15-17 
gathering  at  Purdue  University  was  "The 
Parable  Perception:  Revealing  God's 
Purposes  in  Popular  Entertainment." 

The  men  watched  segments  of  "The 
Andy  Griffith  Show,"  "The  Beverly 
Hillbillies,"  "The  Dick  Van  Dyke  Show," 
"The  Lucy  Show, "  "Bonanza"  and 
"Superman."  The  segments  shown  were 
part  of  numerous  Bible  studies  associat¬ 
ed  with  thos  shows. 

Stephen  Skelton,  founder  of  The 
Entertainment  Ministry  and  the  work¬ 
shop  presenter,  told  the  participants, 
"God  uses  story  to  reveal  his  truth  to  us. 
We're  like  the  disciples  from  Matthew 
13: 10.  We  hear  it  in  different  ways." 

For  six  years,  Skelton  has  reviewed 
numerous  television  shows  and  devel¬ 
oped  Bible  studies  associated  with  them. 
Men's  groups  and  other  church  groups 
use  the  studies. 

"Some  stories  speak  stronger  to  cer¬ 
tain  groups  of  people,"  than  others,  he 
said.  For  example,  "The  Beverly 
Hillbillies"  was  more  popular  in  Great 
Britain  than  in  the  United  States  as  the 
show  tackled  issues  of  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  prejudices  and  morality  and 
materialism. 

"The  Bible  is  the  most  influential 
book  in  the  world,"  Skelton  said,  as  he 
compared  storylines  and  other  tidbits 
about  the  Clampett  clan  and  how  they 
escaped  a  land  and  culture,  crossed  a 
wilderness  and  landed  in  the  land  of 
plenty. 

Granny's  last  name  was  Moses;  Jed's 
nephew  was  Jethro;  and  one  episode 
was  titled,  "Jed  Plays  Solomon." 

(Jedidiah  was  the  heavenly  name  God 
gave  to  Solomon.)  "Jed  plays  Solomon 
indeed,"  Skelton  said. 

Skelton  believes  that  by  using  simple 
cultural  stories,  television  can  be  used  as 
an  evangelical  tool.  "We're  meant  to 
engage  storytelling  as  art.  God's  truth 


will  come  through  pastors  or  pagans 
secular  stories  with  moralistic  messages. 
It's  for  us  to  discern  the  truth." 

Even  Paul  used  ancient  Greek  plays 
and  culture  -  such  as  "Critiqua"  and  "A 
Hymn  to  Zeus"  -  to  preach  to  the 
Gentiles,  he  said. 

To  look  for  the  spiritual  in  the  secular, 
Skelton  provided  three  tips: 

-  Examine  the  overall  program  for 
spiritual  themes; 

-  Focus  on  the  storylines,  characters 
and  names;  and 

-  Use  the  information  as  a  testimoni¬ 
al. 

Skelton  also  advises  that  people  study 
how  the  "evil"  or  "bad"  character  is 
defined,  the  portrayal  of  "good"  versus 
"Christian  good"  and  the  intent  of  the 
writer. 

Another  workshop,  "Men  and 
Addictions"  dealt  with  the  variety  of 
addictions  men  face  and  how  the  church 
can  respond. 

"We  as  the  church  work  poorly  in 
regards  to  the  spiritual  aspect  of  recov¬ 
ery,"  said  Del  Ketcham,  the  hunger  relief 
advocate  for  the  churchwide 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men. 
He  has  a  strong  interest  in  addiction 
recovery  and  facilitated  the  workshop 
and  highlighted  how  various  12-step 
programs  are  available  for  churches  to 
sponsor,  as  well  as  participate  and  assist 
in  the  recovery  of  those  addicted  to  dif¬ 
ferent  vices. 

Addictions,  Ketcham  said,  are  very 
prevalent  in  the  church.  "Everyone  has 
an  addiction." 

While  addictions  vary  in  severity,  they 
are  placed  on  different  levels  by  the 
church  and  by  society.  Gambling, 
overeating,  alcohol  or  drug  use  is  han¬ 
dled  differently  than  addictions  of  sex 
and  pornography.  "The  church  is  really 
wrestling  with  addictions  in  tire  church 
setting,"  he  said. 

The  church,  Ketcham  said,  needs  to 
pray  about  the  various  addictions  men 
face  and  how  it  can  be  more  deliberate 
in  assisting  in  recovery  efforts.  "I  view 
recovery  as  an  evangelistic  tool." 

In  a  workshop  about  missions,  the 
men  were  told  that  it  should  not  be 
taken  lighdy  because  it  impacts  lives. 
"Mission  work  is  a  good  example  of 
where  faith  and  work  come  together  in 
perfect  harmony,"  said  Gil  Hanke,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  men's  commission. 


State  Rally  16 


El  Salvador  Mission  /4 
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Congregation  buries 

The  last  time  U.  S.  Marine  Cpl.  David 
"Bear"  Stewart  attended  services  at  his 
home  church  in  Bogalusa,  La.,  he  stood 
up  to  thank  everyone  for  their  prayers. 

"He  told  the  congregation  that  their 
prayers  helped  more  than  they  could 
possibly  know,"  said  David's  pastor  Rev. 
Alan  Einsel  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 

Tragically,  Stewart  died  Aug.  3  in  an 
explosion  that  killed  14  Marines  and  one 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


civilian  translator  outside  Haditha,  Iraq. 
He  was  assigned  to  Marine  Forces 
Reserves  4th  Assault  Amphibian 
Battalion,  4th  Marine  Division,  based  in 
Gulfport,  Miss. 

Stewart's  funeral,  held  Aug.  10  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  and 
led  by  Rev.  Einsel,  was  carefully  planned 
with  the  help  of  his  father  and  mother, 

See  Soldier,  page  2 
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Special  session  will 
address  Lafon  sale 

A  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  has  been  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  Aug.  27  from  10  a.m.-12 
n.n.  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  session,  called  by  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson,  is  being  held  to  hear  and 
act  upon  a  report  by  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans. 

"The  timing  of  this  session  is  impor¬ 
tant  due  to  a  unique  opportunity  that 
the  Lafon  Home  Board  feels  is  beneficial 
to  the  interest  of  the  residents  of  the 
Home,  to  the  integrity  of  the  original 
purpose  of  the  Home,  and  to  the  fiscal 
responsibilities  of  the  Home  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  Board  has 
approved  the  sale  of  Lafon  Home  in  the 
immediate  future,"  wrote  Bishop 
Hutchinson  in  a  recent  letter  to  the  vot¬ 
ing  members  of  the  annual  conference. 

"As  you  recall,  the  June  session  of 
Conference  approved  the  possibility  of 
such  action.  I  feel  that  this  is  a  decision 
that  must  be  openly  discussed  and 
affirmed  by  the  whole  Conference 
membership.  Lafon  Home  has  been  a 
part  of  the  ministry  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  for  over  100  years.  Its  con¬ 
tribution  has  been  invaluable  to  the 
lives  of  those  it  has  served  and  to  their 
families.  We  all  know  as  well  that  it  is 
important  to  evaluate  our  ministries 
based  on  current  reality.  Those  who 
have  been  empowered  with  the  over¬ 
sight  of  Lafon  Home  and  who  know  it 
best  feel  that  it  is  time  to  move  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  direction." 

Printed  below  are  easy  to  follow 
directions  to  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

A  nursery  will  be  available  for  the 
special  session.  Those  interested  should 
RSVP  by  Aug.  25  to  Rhonda  Whitley  at 
(225)  346-1646. 

-  If  Traveling  South  Along  1-1 10 

First  UMC  can  be  reached  by  taking 
the  North  Ninth  Street/Business  District 
(Exit  1G).  Stay  in  the  right  hand  lane 
and  exit  right  onto  North  Ninth  Street. 
Proceed  on  North  Ninth  Street.Take  a 
right  onto  Convention  Street.  Take  the 
first  left.  Enter  the  lot  to  your  left  (it  is 
labeled  Post  Office  Lot).  The  church  is 
across  North  Blvd  from  the  parking  lot, 
which  can  be  exited  through  the  gate  at 
the  southeast  comer  of  the  lot. 

Parking  for  the  Disabled  -  Proceed 
straight  and  North  9th  will  turn  into  East 
Boulevard.  As  you  proceed  on  the  side 
of  the  church,  parking  is  available  on  the 
left  side  of  East  Blvd  and  to  the  rear  of 
the  church  on  America  Street.  Those 
who  are  disabled  but  who  can  walk 
short  distances  and  negotiate  a  few 
steps  can  park  in  the  East  Blvd  lot. 

See  Special  Session,  page  2 
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Children's  Home 


Louisiana  Children's  Home  Director  Terrel  DeVille  stands  on  the  grounds  of  the 
facility  that  serves  nearly  1 00  children  and  youth,  most  of  whom  come  from  the 
foster  care  system. 


Facility  serves  children  with  special  needs 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Terrel  DeVille,  director  of  the  La. 
Methodist  Children's  Home  in 
Ruston,  had  a  watershed  experience 
years  ago  during  an  outing  with  a 
group  of  young  residents  from  the 
home.  “It  was  one  of  those  moments 
when  the  light  bulb  goes  off,”  he  said. 

The  group  was  hiking  down  to  the 
end  of  a  logging  road  by  a  small 
creek.  The  girls  discovered  a  mud 
hole,  and  since  “kids  will  be  kids,” 
they  began  playing  in  the  mud. 

“You  could  hear  their  joyous  noise 
throughout  the  woods.  The  girls  and 
the  housemother  were  covered  in 
mud  before  it  was  all  over.  Then  it 
dawned  on  me ...  a  big  part  of  heal¬ 


ing  involves  fun,  recreation  and 
pleasant  memories,”  said  DeVille. 

He  determined  that  from  that  day 
forward,  the  La.  Methodist  Children's 
Home  would  create  as  many  “mud 
squishing  through  toes”  experiences 
as  they  could  for  the  young  people 
served  by  this  respected  residential 
treatment  facility. 

Most  of  the  children  and  youth 
come  to  the  home  shouldering  fear 
and  a  history  of  hurts.  “When  they 
arrive  at  our  facility,  our  first  task  is  to 
gain  their  trust.  They  soon  come  to 
expect  three  nutritious  meals  a  day,  a 
comfortable  roof  over  their  head, 
clothing,  and  protection  from  abuse. 

See  Children's  Home,  page  3 
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Above,  a  Marine  mourns  over  the  casket  of  U.  S.  Marine  CpI.  David  "Bear"  Stewart 
who  died  Aug.  3  in  an  explosion  that  killed  14  Marines  and  one  civilian  translator 
outside  Haditha,  Iraq.  Another  fellow  Marine,  top,  presents  the  commemorative 
flag  to  Stewart's  mother,  Sandra.  Photos  by  Danny  Hanemann.The  Daily  News  in  Bogalusa. 


Soldier, 


from  page  1 


Joey  and  Sandra 
Stewart.  Both  are 
longtime  members  of 
the  United  Methodist 
church,  as  was  David. 

Bagpipes  intoned 
"Amazing  Grace"  and 
a  tape  of  the  Air 
Force  Choir  perform¬ 
ing  "Mansions  of  the 
Lord"  was  featured  during  the  emo¬ 
tionally  charged  funeral  service.  State 
Sen.  Ben  Nevers,  a  neighbor  of  the 
Stewarts,  spoke  during  the  service.  "I 
never  dreamed  there  was  a  hero  next 
door  to  me,"  he  said. 

"David  was  24  years  old  when  he 
died.  His  25th  birthday  would  have 
been  the  day  after  he  was  buried," 
said  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel,  associate 


Stewart 


pastor  for  the  Bogalusa  church. 

Stewart  was  engaged  to  marry 
Andrea  Burkenstock  of  Lafayette. 

Hundreds  of  onlookers  wishing  to 
pay  their  respects  lined  the  city 
streets  as  they  watched  the  proces¬ 
sion  from  the  church  to  the  rural 
graveyard. 

"  'Bear'  was  a  very  loving  young 
man.  I  think  he  got  his  nickname 
from  all  the  bear  hugs  he  liked  to  give 
out.  He  also  had  quite  a  sense  of 
humor,  and  was  known  to  pull  a 
practical  joke  or  two,"  laughed  Rev. 
Alan  Einsel. 

Growing  up,  David  Stewart  was  a 
very  active  member  of  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  UMC.  He  attend¬ 
ed  Sunday  School  and  participated  in 
the  church's  youth  program. 


Special  Session,  from  page  1 


Those  who  are  in  wheel  chairs  can  park 
in  the  America  Street  parking  lot.  There 
is  a  covered  entrance  for  unloading  pas¬ 
sengers  on  America  Street. 

-  If  Traveling  From  the  West  on  I- 10 

First  UMC  can  be  reached  by  taking  I- 
110  north  as  you  exit  the  bridge.  Stay  in 
the  left-hand  lane  and  then  take  the 
Convention  Street /Business  District  exit 
(E  IB)  to  the  left. 

Proceed  straight  on  Convention 
Street  and  take  the  first  left.  Enter  the 
parking  lot  to  your  left  (it  is  labeled  Post 
Office  Lot). 

The  church  is  across  North  Blvd  from 
the  parking  lot,  which  can  be  exited 
through  the  gate  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  lot. 

Parking  for  the  Disabled  -  Turn  sharp 
around  the  curve  as  you  exit  the  inter¬ 
state  onto  North  Ninth  Street.  Proceed 
south  to  the  stoplight  and  North  Ninth 


will  turn  into  East  Blvd.  As  you  proceed 
on  the  side  of  the  church,  parking  is 
available  on  the  left  side  of  East  Blvd  anc 
to  the  rear  of  the  church  on  America 
Street. 

Those  who  are  disabled  but  who  can 
walk  short  distances  and  negotiate  a  few 
steps  can  park  in  the  East  Blvd  lot. 

Those  who  are  in  wheel  chairs  can  park 
in  the  America  Street  parking  lot.  There 
is  a  covered  entrance  for  unloading  pas¬ 
sengers  on  America  Street. 

-  If  Traveling  From  the  East  on  I- 10 

First  UMC  can  be  reached  by  taking  I 

110  North  and  then  following  the  same 
instructions  listed  above  for  those  travel¬ 
ing  from  the  west  on  I- 10. 

-  If  Traveling  From  the  East  on  1-12 

First  UMC  can  be  reached  by  taking  I 

lOWest  and  then  following  the  same 
instructions  listed  above  for  those  travel 
ing  from  the  East  on  I- 10. 


Youth  seminar,  Hispanic  summit  postponed  by  special  session 


The  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
Seminar,  previously  scheduled  for  Aug. 
26-27,  has  been  postponed  due  to  the 
scheduling  of  the  Special  Session  of  the 
La.  Annual  Conference  at  First  United 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Hispanic  Ministries  Summit 
scheduled  for  August  27  in  New  Orleans 
has  also  been  postponed  until  further 


notice  due  to  the  Special  Session  of  the 
La.  Annual  Conference. 

The  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
Seminar  has  been  rescheduled  for 
Dec.  2-3  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville.  For  further  informa 
tion,  contact  the  office  of  Rev.  Tom 
Dolph,  Conference  Director  of  Youth,  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 


Director  of  Music  Ministries 

Benton  UMC  in  Benton,  LA,  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Music  Ministries. 

This  is  a  part-time  position  with  the  intent  of  the  person  developing 
the  position  into  a  full-time  position  over  the  next  18-24  months.  The 
person  selected  must  be  willing  to  work  with  the  church  staff  to 
develop  a  comprehensive  music  ministry  that  will  touch  every  area  of 
the  church  and  community  family  to  include  adults,  youth  and  children. 
Salary  is  negotiable.  Interested  persons  should  contact  Rev.  Lynn 
Malone,  senior  pastor  at  (318)  965-2273,  or  forward  a  resume  to  Benton 
UMC,  Attn:  Rev.  Lynn  Malone,  P.  O.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA,  71006. 
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If  there  is  misbehavior  on  the  part  of  the 
child,  he  or  she  knows  there  will  be  an 
understanding  response  instead  of  the 
physical  whack  they  may  have  received 
in  their  home  environment,”  he  said. 

One  thing  the  residents  all  have  in 
common,  says  staff  member  Tammy 
Stephens,  is  a  loss  of  innocence.  “Some 
of  the  kids  don't  know  their  father,  oth¬ 
ers  have  a  mother  in  prison.  Older  sib¬ 
lings  have  helped  raise  younger  brothers 
and  sisters.  Many  have  suffered  some 
form  of  abuse . . .  they  have  been  robbed 
of  their  childhood.” 

The  La.  Methodist  Children's  Home  is 
uniquely  set  up  to  address  the  spiritual, 
educational,  mental  and  physical  needs 
of  each  of  its  96  residents.  The  children 
live  in  one  of  four  houses,  each  with 
space  for  12.  Two  are  designated  for  boys 
and  two  for  girls. 

The  majority  of  the  residents  have 
come  out  of  the  foster  care  system. 

Some  have  come  through  the 
Department  of  Corrections,  the  Office  of 
Youth  Development.  “Those  who  arrive 
with  significant  behavioral  issues  that 
prevent  them  from  living  in  traditional 
housing  are  placed  in  the  CAB  center, 
housed  in  the  Scott  Building.  The 
Changing  Attitudes  and  Behaviors  (CAB) 
facility  receives  children  who  are  in 
some  state  of  crisis.  Some  have  emotion¬ 
al  disorders;  some  even  have  a  certain 
level  of  cognitive  impairment.  There  are 
24  beds  in  this  intensive  treatment  unit,” 
said  Dr.  David  Wheeler,  director  of 
Clinical  Services. 

The  Children's  Home  has  an  effective, 
layered  educational  program  designed 
to  help  every  student  continue  and 
complete  his  or  her  degree.  Housed  in 
the  Howard  Educational  Center,  1 1  certi¬ 
fied  teachers  and  14  staff  work  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  self-contained  school  system  for 
those  students  who  cannot  be  main¬ 
streamed  into  Ruston's  public  school 
system. 

“We  realize  that  a  number  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  coming  through  our  system  may 
not  graduate  from  high  school  or  receive 
a  GED.  We  are  currently  seeking  grant 
funding  to  implement  a  vocational  com¬ 
ponent  and  a  possible  transitional  com¬ 
ponent  to  our  system.  The  transitional 
component  would  offer  life  skills  train¬ 
ing  to  those  old  enough  to  leave  us,  but 
who  are  in  need  of  developing  more 
independence  to  make  it  in  the  outside 
world,”  said  Rick  Sutton,  school  princi¬ 
pal. 

Physical  education  is  another  strong 
component  of  the  program  offered  by 
the  Children's  Home. 

“Our  goal  is  to  provide  a  happy, 
healthy,  safe  place  to  grow  and  play.  We 
stay  away  from  competition,  and  the 
only  thing  we  require  for  participation  is 


good  behavior  from  the  kids,”  said 
Denise  Barlow,  director  of  Recreational 
Services. 

Basketball  and  softball  are  popular 
activities.  Recreational  therapy  groups 
are  offered.  "We  even  have  leisure  edu¬ 
cation  classes  which  teach  the  children 
the  importance  of  leisure  time  as  a  part 
of  a  healthy,  satisfying  lifestyle,”  said 
Barlow. 

The  mental  health  of  the  residents  is 
addressed  with  the  aid  of  a  team  of  qual¬ 
ified  counselors.  Individual  and  family 
therapy  are  provided,  as  well  as  early 
intervention  seminars  and  workshops 
that  are  open  to  the  community.  Family 
Plus,  an  outpatient  service,  focuses  on 
intervention  with  families  experiencing 
relational  difficulties. 

The  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning 
Center  (OWL)  in  Dubach  is  regularly 
used  by  the  residents  of  the  Children's 
Home,  and  occasionally  by  participants 
in  the  Family  Plus  program.  Activities  at 
the  center  range  from  informal  time 
filled  with  Frisbee  tossing,  golf  and  fish¬ 
ing  to  weekends  centered  around  the 
use  of  the  challenge  courses. 

“Being  outside,  experiencing  nature, 
just  having  fun  are  all  important  aspects 
of  childhood  development,”  said  Tammy 
Stephens,  currenfiy  the  purchasing 
agent  for  the  home  and  formerly  a 
house  supervisor.  “Stepping  up  to  the 
challenge  courses  offers  an  opportunity 
for  the  kids  to  develop  team  building 
and  the  accomplishment  of  personal 
goals.  The  lower  elements  are  used  to 
encourage  group  success,  and  the  higher 
elements  offer  children  the  opportunity 
to  challenge  themselves  individually.” 

The  spiritual  element  of  life  at  the 
Children's  Home  is  ever  present.  “While 
we  provide  for  the  children's  physical, 
educational  and  social  needs,  we  are 
accomplishing  the  spiritual  throughout 
it  all.  They  soon  come  to  learn  that  we 
all  are  working  together  to  accomplish 
something  greater  than  ourselves.  All  of 
us,  even  those  who  have  been  abused 
and  neglected,  can  be  of  service  to  oth¬ 
ers,”  said  DeVille.  He  added  that  it  is  also 
comforting  to  the  children  to  know  that 
they  are  not  alone,  and  others  have 
come  through  and  survived  circum¬ 
stances  similar  to  theirs. 

The  La.  Methodist  Children's  Home 
in  Ruston  celebrated  its  Centennial  in 
2002.  The  institution  has  changed  struc¬ 
ture  and  focus  throughout  those  years, 
starting  out  as  a  children's  orphanage 
and  developing  into  a  state  of  the  art 
residential  treatment  facility. 

“Through  the  years,  we  have  adjusted 
our  focus  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  socie¬ 
ty  we  live  in.  It  is  our  goal  to  remain  sen¬ 
sitive  to  those  changes  and  do  our  very 
best  to  respond  to  them,”  said  DeVille. 


Residents  at  the  La.  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  learn  computer  skills,  above, 
as  another  has  his  height  measured,  top. The  home  has  an  effective,  layered  educational 
program  designed  to  help  every  student  continue  and  complete  his  or  her  degree. 


La.  Children's  Home  Family  Plus  program  offers  proactive  counseling  with  locations  in  Ruston  and  Baton  Rouge 


Family  Plus  therapist  Sarah  Coleman 
believes  that  the  preventative  work  done 
through  this  outreach  program  of  the  La. 
Methodist  Children's  Home  can  head  off 
problems  before  they  start  or  worsen. 
Family  Plus  is  a  family  counseling  serv¬ 
ice  with  sites  at  the  Children's  Home  in 
Ruston  and  in  Baton  Rouge  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  centers  offer  treatment  for  indi¬ 


viduals,  couples  and  families  with  chil¬ 
dren. 

"If  a  family  is  experiencing  behavioral 
problems  with  a  child,  and  they  don't 
know  what  to  do  next,  Family  Plus  offers 
free  in-home  assessments  to  evaluate 
the  situation,"  said  Coleman. 

In  some  cases,  a  combination  of  fam¬ 
ily  and  individual  therapy  is  recom¬ 
mended.  Occasionally,  the  Outdoor 


Wilderness  Learning  Center  located  out¬ 
side  of  Ruston  is  incorporated  into  client 
treatment. 

Sometimes,  when  traditional  meth¬ 
ods  aren't  enough,  it  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  child  enter  the  residen¬ 
tial  program  at  the  La.  Methodist 
Children's  Home. 

Prevention  is  a  big  part  of  the  Family 
Plus  program. 


Therapists  offer  seminars  to  commu¬ 
nity  and  local  church  groups  on  parent¬ 
ing,  how  to  handle  difficult  teenagers, 
and  other  important  subjects.  James 
Brown,  LPC,  LMFT,  supervises  Sarah  and 
the  other  therapists  working  with  the 
Family  Plus  program.  The  program  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  as  more  people  are 
helped  with  the  difficult  job  of  being  a 
parent. 
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El  Salvador  mission  serves  4,000  people 


BY  ERICH  MANSELL 

Thanks  to  countless  efforts  from 
members  around  the  community  of 
Sulphur,  nearly  4,000  people  were  given 
medical  attention  during  the  El  Salvador 
Mission  Trip.  There  were  36  people  who 
traveled  to  San  Salvador,  El  Salvador  to 
pitch  in  and  help  provide  physical  and 
spiritual  assistance.  The  multi-genera¬ 
tional  team  ranged  from  16  years  of  age 
to  72.  The  missionaries  were  from 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Iowa  United  Methodist 
Church.  Medical  personnel  from 
Sulphur,  Lake  Charles,  and  as  far  away 
as  Houston  gave  their  time  and  skills  to 
this  worthy  project. 

Every  morning  the  team  drove  half  an 
hour  to  the  Iglesia  Evangelica 
Methodista  "Vida  Nueva"  (New  Life) 
Church,  where  they  worked  late  into  the 
afternoon.  Buddy  Frenzel,  team  leader 
of  the  trip,  said  that  people  were  lined 
up  waiting  for  them  at  7:30  a.m.  each 
day.  Some  of  the  villagers  would  leave 
their  homes  at  3  a.m.  to  reserve  them¬ 
selves  a  place  in  line.  "There  is  a  dire 
need  for  medical  services  in  their  com¬ 
munity,"  Frenzel  said. 

The  mission  team  was  split  into  five 
stations  to  serve  the  people:  an  eye  clin¬ 
ic,  a  dental  clinic,  and  a  pharmacy  pro¬ 
vided  the  people  with  medical  help. 
According  to  the  Buddy  Frenzel,  the 
efforts  from  the  missionaries  paid  off. 
15,000  prescriptions  were  filled  while  in 
San  Salvador.  Nearly  2,300  pairs  of  glass¬ 
es  were  provided,  hundreds  of  teeth 
were  pulled,  and  nine  teeth  were  filled. 
Frenzel  says  that  the  people  of  San 
Salvador  were  very  appreciative  of  the 
team's  efforts.  He  recalled  receiving  a 
hug  and  a  kiss  from  two  girls  after  he  fit¬ 
ted  them  for  eye  glasses.  "That  makes  it 
worth  your  while,"  he  said. 

Outside  the  Iglesia  Evangelica 
Methodista  "Vida  Nueva"  (New  Life) 
Church,  the  youth  of  missionary  team 
provided  musical  puppet  shows  and 
Bible  School  for  the  children.  Peggy 
Williams,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  pup¬ 
pet  ministry,  said  it  was  the  first  time 
they'd  brought  the  puppets  with  them 
on  the  mission  trip.  Williams  said  the 
puppets  were  not  only  enjoyed  by  the 
children,  but  also  by  the  adults  waiting 
inline. 

"I  think  the  puppets  were  very  well 
received,"  she  said.  Williams,  and  her 
team  of  puppeteers  made  sure  their 
efforts  would  last  long  after  the  trip  had 
ended.  They  donated  two  puppets  to  the 
church,  and  built  a  stage  for  the  children 
of  San  Salvador  to  start  their  own  pup¬ 


pet  ministry.  They  also  taught  two  San 
Salvador  girls  how  to  put  on  their  own 
puppet  show  while  they  were  there. 
Williams  said  the  youth  handed  out  lots 
of  gifts  to  the  children,  such  as  blow  up 
balls  with  crosses  on  them,  bracelets, 
and  children's  books  about  God.  These 
gifts  provided  the  children  with  much 
more  than  simply  something  to  play 
with.  Williams  recalled  seeing  a  local 
father  with  his  daughter  on  his  lap  as  he 
read  a  book  about  Jesus  to  her  one  after¬ 
noon.  "That's  what  it's  all  about,"  she 
said. 

The  team  also  had  a  great  time  inter¬ 
acting  with  the  people  of  San  Salvador. 
The  team  often  attended  the  church's 
worship  services,  which  often  lasted  up 
to  two  hours.  Williams  said  the  youth 
had  a  good  time  interacting  with  the 
children  at  Bible  School  in  spite  of  the 
language  barrier.  Translators  both  from 
the  team  and  from  the  San  Salvador 
church  helped  bridge  the  English  - 
Spanish  gap. 

There  were  36  people  who  traveled  as 
missionaries,  but  Frenzel  says  that  many 
more  people  are  responsible  for  the 
huge  amount  of  help  given  to  the  people 
of  El  Salvador.  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  held  a  pill 
packing  party  to  prepare  medicine 
before  leaving  on  their  trip.  Frenzel  says 
that  church  members  were  not  the  only 
ones  who  contributed  in  preparing  the 
medicine.  He  says  there  were  people 
from  all  around  the  community  and 
even  people  from  out  of  town  who  con¬ 
tributed  their  efforts  to  support  the  mis¬ 
sion  trips. 

In  addition  to  pill  packing,  money  is 
raised  throughout  the  year  to  provide 
equal  help  to  both  local  and  foreign 
needs.  One  of  the  biggest  fund-raisers  is 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church's  Bi-Annual  Garage  held  in  the 
Family  Life  Center. 

Buddy  Frenzel  said  that  $12,000  from 
the  most  recent  garage  sale  was  used  to 
stock  the  team's  pharmacy.  "It  takes  the 
whole  community  to  pull  this  off,"  he 
said. 

This  global  ministry  is  once  again  in 
full  swing  as  many  volunteers  prepare 
for  yet  another  garage  sale.  This  garage 
sale  will  help  continue  funding  the 
needs  of  the  people  in  San  Salvador,  and 
local  mission  projects.  The  Bi-Annual 
Garage  Sale  will  be  held  in  the  Family 
Life  Center  on  500  Ruth  Street  in 
Sulphur  on  Friday- Saturday  Aug  5-6, 
2005. 

"It's  all  an  outreach  for  Jesus",  Buddy 
Frenzel  said. 


The  Heaven  Bound  Puppets  from  Henning  Memorial  UMC  perform  their  ministry  while 
people  wait  for  medical  services  during  a  recent  mission  to  El  Salvador,  top.  Marla 
Frenzel  assists  a  child  during  a  routine  medical  check  as  his  mother  looks  on,  middle. 
Volunteers  begin  to  set  the  tables  and  racks  in  preparation  for  Sulphur's  Largest  Garage 
Sale,  above.  Proceeds  from  this  event  go  towards  the  El  Salvador  Mission  trip  and  local 
outreach  projects. 


New  resource  'Beginnings'  invites  seekers,  longtime  members  to  take  fresh  look  at  faith 


“Beginnings” 

Video  Resource  Kit  (now  available  in 
the  Conference  Resource  Center) 

Participants  Guide  sold  separately  at 
Cokesbury 

“Beginnings”  invite  seekers,  new 
believers,  and  even  longtime  church 
members  to  take  a  fresh  look  at  the 
Christian  faith  in  a  warm,  relaxed  set¬ 
ting.  Participating  churches  report  that 
new  disciples  are  being  won  every  day! 

The  program  balances  individual 
study  and  reflection  with  fellowship  and 
group  activities.  The  12  sessions  take 


place  over  9- 12  weeks  and  include: 

-  Individual  study  during  the  week 
-Weekly  meetings  that  begin  with  a 

meal 

-  A  20-minute  video  presentation 

-  Discussion  of  the  video  and  read¬ 
ings 

The  12  sessions  explore  some  of  life's 
deepest  questions: 

1.  So,  is  this  all  there  is?  (Introduction) 

2.  Who  is  Jesus,  and  why  should  I 
care?  (Jesus  Christ) 

3.  Why  am  I  not  where  I  want  to  be? 
(Sin  and  the  Cross) 


4.  What  happens  when  I  die?  (Death 
and  Resurrection) 

5.  Can  I  trust  God?  (Providence  and 
Suffering) 

6.  How  does  God  speak  to  me?  (The 
Bible) 

7.  If  I  don't  feel  lost,  why  do  I  need  to 
be  found?  (Salvation  and  Conversion) 

8.  Can  I  start  again?  (Forgiveness  and 
Wholeness) 

9.  How  do  I  speak  to  God?  (Prayer) 

10.  How  can  I  make  a  life  and  not  just 
a  living?  (The  Good  Life) 

11.  Why  should  I  join  any  group  that 


will  have  me  as  a  member?  (Church 
Membership) 

12.  Love  feast!  (Remembering, 
Sharing,  and  Continuing  the  Journey) 

Video  Resources  Kit  includes:  Four 
Videos  with  three  Sessions  each,  DVD 
with  promotional  Beginnings  and  all  12 
Sessions,  Director's  Manual  Small  group 
Leaders  Guide,  Participant's  Guide, 
Along  the  Way  -  A  Participant's 
Companion.  Please  contact  Shirlene 
Spears  to  schedule  your  date  of  use: 
ShirleneS@bellsouth.net  or  call  (225) 
346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 
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Louisiana  Conference — United  Methodist  Church 

The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership 


The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership  is  a  four-retreat  process,  which  explores  creative  ways  to  raise  up  spiritual  leaders  both 
clergy  and  laity  —  who  will  move  forward  in  their  journeys,  making  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  A  variety  of  spiritual  experi¬ 
ences  awaits  each  Sojourner  exploring  The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership  in  2005-2006.  Each  session  will  include  morning 
prayers,  classroom  time,  reflection  and  sharing.  Sabbath  Rest,  covenant  groups,  evening  prayers  and  Holy  Communion,  bach 
retreat  is  unique  and  individual  in  presentation.  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  Director  for  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership, 
invites  leaders  for  each  session  who  are  nationally  recognized  in  their  particular  fields. 

Potential  sojourners  should  check  their  calendars  to  confirm  that  they  are  available  to  attend  all  four  retreats.  Write  a  brief 
letter,  telling  about  yourself  and  why  you  are  drawn  to  be  a  part  of  the  retreat  series.  In  the  letter,  a  statement  should  be  made  in 
regard  to  the  applicant’s  ability  to  attend  all  four  retreats.  Complete  the  application  form  on  this  page,  making  sure  all  contact 
information  has  been  provided.  Mail  the  application  and  letter  to  the  address  provided  on  the  application  form. 

The  cost  for  The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership  is  $350,  payable  in  two  installments — one  in  the  spring  and  one  in  the  fall.  Our 
fee  includes  room  and  board  (double  occupancy)  for  all  four  retreats.  A  limited  number  of  private  rooms  are  available  for  an 
additional  $35  per  retreat.  Each  retreat  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Thursday  and  close  with  Holy  Communion  at  1 1 :00  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  on  Saturday. 


Retreat  Offerings 
All  retreats  are  held  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center — Woodworth,  LA 

CONNECTING  TO  OUR  SOULS 
Rev.  Jane  E.  Vennard 
September  15-17,  2005 

An  invitation  to  practice  the  presence  of  God  and  deepen  our  prayer  lives 

CONNECTING  TO  OUR  CALLING 
Rev.  Dr.  Steve  Long 
November  10-12,  2005 
An  invitation  to  connect  with  our  individual 
sense  of  call  as  a  child  of  God 


CONNECTING  TO  THE  CHURCH  AND  COMMUNITY 
Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Cleaver 
January  26-28,  2006 

An  invitation  to  focus  on  understanding  elements  that  help  build, 
shape  and  maintain  Christian  communities  that  rely  on  the  grace  of  God 


CONNECTING  TO  OUR  FAITH  JOURNEY 
Rev.  Howard  Hanger  and  Earl  Hefley 
April  27-29,  2006 

An  invitation  to  imagine  and  think  new  thoughts  about  the  way  we  respond  to 
God  and  live  out  our  faith  journeys  in  the  coming  year 


Comments  from  past  Sojourners 

/  looked  forward  to  each  retreat,  knowing  that  this  was  a  space  of  safety  in  which  I 
could  grow  and  be  accepted. 

I  especially  liked  the  Sabbath  Rest  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  It  was  a  blessed  time  of 
renewal. 

The  small  groups  gave  us  a  time  to  get  to  know  each  other  on  a  deeper  level.  It  was 
the  most  exceptional  and  loving  community  in  which  I  have  ever  participated. 


Mail  completed  form  and  letter  to: 

Area  Offices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
or 

Email  to  lgregg3@bellsouth.net 


Name _ 

Address 


Home  Phone  ( _ ) 


Work/Cell  Phone  ( _ )_ 

Email  Address 


Church  or  Ministry  Setting 


Questions? 

Call  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn 
(985)639-9531 
cottonwinn@bellsouth.net 


There  is  still 
room  at  the  inn 
for  you! 


99 


Retreats  provide  ways  to  worship 
creatively. 
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Fairly  named  exec  director  of  Foundation 


BATON  ROUGE  -  Rob 
Fairly,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
was  promoted  to 
Executive  Vice  President 
and  Chief  Operations 
Officer  of  the 
Foundation  in  the 
August  1 1  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Foundation 
Board.  In  this  expanded  role,  Fairly  will 
have  the  responsibility  of  managing  the 
overall  daily  operations  of  the 
Foundation. 

Fairly  holds  a  BBA  and  MBA  and  has 
30  years  of  experience  as  an  investment 
banker,  developer  and  manager  of  com¬ 
mercial  and  residential  real  estate.  His 
first  book,  Creative  Giving  - 
Understanding  Planned  Giving  and 
Endowments  in  Church,  is  being 
released  September  1  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville  as  a  new 
denominational  resource.  Fairly  and  his 
wife  Pam  have  two  daughters  and  a  son. 

Fairly  began  his  Foundation  service 
in  July  1998  and  is  involved  in  a  wide 
array  of  Methodist  and  philanthropic 
endeavors.  He  is  a  lifelong  Methodist 
and  an  active  member  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  where  he  serves  on  the 
Administrative  Board,  Finance 
Committee,  Executive  Committee,  and 


Permanent  Fund  Committee.  He  is  the 
immediate  past  Chair  of  the  LSU  Wesley 
Foundation  Board,  and  a  member  of  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Advisory  Council. 
He  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Committee  on  Planned  Giving 
and  as  President  of  the  Planned  Giving 
Council  of  Baton  Rouge. 

"One  of  the  great  assets  of  the 
Foundation  when  I  arrived  in  2000  was 
the  expanding  contribution  by  Rob,” 
said  Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  President  of  the 
Foundation.  “His  many  talents  and 
diverse  financial  background,  as  well  as 
his  integrity  and  commitment  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  just  some 
of  what  he  brings  to  the  table.” 

“We  are  looking  to  Rob  to  expand  the 
Foundation’s  services  to  churches  and 
agencies  in  Louisiana  and  beyond.  This 
promotion  is  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  years  of  hard  work 
that  Rob  has  contributed  to  the 
Foundation  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  said  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Chair 
of  the  Foundation  Board. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  established  in  1975  to 
provide  financial  services  to  local  United 
Methodist  churches  and  church-related 
institutions  throughout  the  state. 

It  is  the  fourth  largest  of  the  52  area 
foundations  in  the  United  Methodist 
church  and  manages  over  $92  million  in 
assets. 
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W.  T.  HANDY  CONVOCATION 

DARE  TO  BE  DIFFERENT! 

November  11  -  12,  2005 
STRENGTHENING  THE  BLACK  CHURCH 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 

ADULT/YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  CONFERENCE 

Come  Worship,  Fellowship,  Share  Mission,  Spiritual  Gifts, 
Seminars,  Workshops 

Registration  Fees:  ADULTS  $25.00/YOUNG  ADULTS  &  YOUTH  $15.00 

REGISTRATIONFORM 

NAME _ 


ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

PHONE  NO 

EMAIL 

CHURCH  NAME_ _ 

CHURCH  DISTRICT _ _ 

CHURCH  POSITION _ _ _ _ _ 

YOUTH _ YOUNG  ADULT _ ADULT _  please  check  one 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  LA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
MAILING  ADDRESS  Dr  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  P  O  Box  193 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
Phone:  225-664-7979  Fax  225-664-7955 
Email,  robumc@yahoo.com 
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State  Rally 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches  held  its  annual  State  Rally 
July  1 7.  Pictured,  top,  are  Sarah  Lacaze,  administrative  council  chairperson,  Idell 
Snowden,  co-chair  for  the  rally,  Gladys  Woodson,  refreshments  committee  chair, 
and  Shelby  Graham,  evangelism  committee  chair. The  event  is  held  to  raise  funds 
to  support  the  church's  annual  revival.  Preachers  for  this  year's  revival  were  Rev. 
George  Thomas,  Rev.  Willie  Henry,  Rev.  James  Ray,  and  Rev.  James  Graham,  the 
current  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC.  Above,  Idell  Snowden  demonstrates  a  class  on 
Heritage  Recipes  during  Asbury  UMC's  Vacation  Bible  School. 


The  public  is  invited  to  hear 

Dr.  Jim  Salley 

Vice-president  of  Africa  University 

speaking  at  Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge 
in  Stewart  Hall 
Thursday,  Sept.  8  at  7  p.m. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
ABBEVILLE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

For  More  Information 
Contact 

Rev.  John  Vining 
(337)  893-5216 


August  19, 2005 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 
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Asbury  UMC  in  Natchitoches  set  to  celebrate  139th  year 


The  officers  and  members  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  located  at 
704  Fifth  Street  in  Natchitoches  will 
celebrate  its  139th  anniversary  on 
Aug.28  at  3  p.m. 

Asbury  is  the  oldest  Methodist  con¬ 


gregation  in  Natchitoches,  as  well  as 
the  site  of  a  former  Freedman  Bureau 
School. 

The  church  extends,  through  this 
medium,  an  invitation  to  all  former 
members  and  friends  to  come  and  cel¬ 


ebrate  this  historic  event. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Donald 
Avery,  pastor  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches. 
David  Moore  is  lay  leader  and  Rev. 
James  A.  Graham  is  pastor  of  Asbury. 


STRENGTHENING  THE  BLACK  CHURCH  IN  LOUISIANA 

LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 

FOR  ALL  PASTORS  AND  LAITY  OF  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  j 

CHURCHES  IN  LOUISIANA  i 

SEPT.  8-10,  2005  i 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION  @  SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY  j 

748  Harding  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807  i 

(225)  778-0076 

I 

I 

I 

Presenters 

Dr.  Jim  Salley,  vice  president  of  Africa  University 

Dr.  Melvin  Amerson,  Texas  United  Methodist  Foundation,  on  "Stewardship" 

Ms.  Diane  Johnson,  GBGM,  on  "Leadership  Development" 

Dr.  Joe  Connelly,  La.  Conference,  on  "Community  Economic  Development" 

I 

I 

REGISTRATION  FORM  j 

NAME  OF  YOUR  ! 

CHURCH: _  J 

ADDRESS: _ ; 

CITY: _ STATE: _ ZIPCODE: _ 

PHONE  NO: _ FAX: _ 

EMAIL: _  DISTRICT: _ 

MEMBERSHIP  SIZE  OF  YOUR  CHURCH: _ 

PASTOR’S  NAME:  _ _ 

LAITY  NAMES: 

1. _ _ _ 

2. 

- — - -  , 

3. _ 

REGISTRATION  FEE: _ 

I 

I 

I 

For  church  teams  of  the  pastor  and  up  to  eight  laypersons— registration  fee  scale- 
based  upon  your  church  membership  according  to  the  2004  La.  Conference  Journal. 

0-149  MEMBERS  150-299  MEMBERS  300  MEMBERS  &  UP 

$50  PER  CHURCH  $100  PER  CHURCH  $150  PER  CHURCH 

I 

I 

I 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  LA  CONFERENCE. 

DEADLINE  FOR  REGISTRATION  IS  AUGUST  26,  2005. 

Mailing  address:  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
P.  O.  Box  193 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

Phone:  (225)  664-7979  fax:  (225)  664-7955 

Email:  robumc@yahoo.com 

To  place  hotel  reservations,  please  contact  Regina  Porter  at  the  Hilton  Garden 
Inns  at  (225)  357-6177.  Ask  for  MLa.  Conference  United  Methodist  Church”  for 
block  of  rooms.  ! 

I 

I 

I 


Southern  Wesley  Foundation 
to  restart  Weds.  Bible  study 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University  will  restart  its  Wednesday 
night  Bible  study  Aug.  31,  2005.  In  order 
to  make  the  worship  service  more  inclu¬ 
sive,  Rev.  Rodney  D.  Wooten  asks  United 
Methodist  pastors  and  pastors  from 
other  denominations  to  volunteer  to 
teach  one  Bible  study  night  during  the 
2005-  2006  school  year.  Services  are 
every  Wednesday  starting  at  6:45  p.m.; 
the  attendance  averages  50-  60  students 
and  dinner  is  served.  If  you  are  interest¬ 
ed  please  contact  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  (225)  778-  0076  or  email 
us  at  SUWesleyFoundation@yahoo.com. 

If  churches  have  a  nightly  service  at 
church  at  that  time,  bring  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  fellowship  with  the  students  of 
Southern  University. 

This  would  also  be  a  good  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  congregations  to  attract  students 
to  become  new  members. 

Methodist  Home  golf  classic 
celebrates  26th  year  Oct.  3 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
New  Orleans  is  celebrating  the  26th  year 
of  the  annual  Methodist  Home  Golf 
Classic  on  October  3,  2005.  This  event 
has  grown  over  the  years  to  become  the 
largest  such  event  at  Eastover  Country 
Club  in  New  Orleans.  Last  year  we  had 
over  250  golfers  sign  up! 

Tee  time  is  12:30  p.m.  for  the  four- 
person  scramble  on  two  courses. 
Tournament  fees  cover  lunch,  after-play 
party,  greens,  carts,  refreshments  and, 
most  importantly,  a  generous  donation 
to  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children. 

United  Methodist  congregations  are 
invited  to  put  together  one  or  more 
foursomes  to  represent  their  church  and 
compete  against  other  church  teams  for 
the  Wesley  Challenge  Cup.  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Men  took  home  the 
trophy  last  year. 

A  shotgun  start  is  scheduled  for  12:30 
p.m.  for  the  four-person  scramble  on 
your  choice  of  courses.  Tournament 
fees  cover  lunch,  after-play  party, 
greens,  carts,  refreshments  and,  most 
importantly,  a  generous  donation  to  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children. 

Door  prizes  will  be  awarded  as  well 
as  tournament  prizes,  ditty  bags  and 
more.  For  more  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter,  please  call  Kathy  at  (504)  895-7709 
or  email  her  at  krippey@methodis- 
thome.net. 


Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  located  in 
Alexandria,  is  searching  for  a  part-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  HDUMC  has 
an  average  attendance  of  200.The 
Director  will  work  with  youth  in  grades 
6-12  and  will  need  to  have  skills  to  lead 
the  youth  in  growing  their  faith,  serving 
others  and  what  it  means  to  be  part  of  a 
faith  community.  Qualifications  include 
musical  ability,  experience  working  with 
youth  and  excellent  communication  and 
organizational  skills.  Compensation  is 
based  on  an  hourly  rate  (20  Hrs.a  week) 
and  will  be  based  on  experience  and 
education.  For  application  packet  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  R.  Don  Ross  at  ross.r.d@att.net 
or  (31 8)  442-1984. 
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Louisiana  Conference NtJW! 


August  19,2005 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-Mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 

*  Actual  amounts  will  depend  on  the  age  of  the  annuitant. 
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Church  Secretaries 

Cindy  Scott,  church  secretary  for  Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs  and  administrative  assistant  for  the  Office  of  Special  Ministries,  recently 
participated  in  the  2005  Professional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Church 
Secretaries  Certification  Class  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. The  picture  was 
taken  at  the  graduation  ceremony.  Scott  is  pictured  in  the  second  row  from  the 
front,  second  from  the  left. 


'Our  Kids' mission  set 
for  Sept.  29-Oct.  2 

"Our  Kids,"  an  initiative  of  the  La. 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  sponsoring  a  series  of  mis¬ 
sion  opportunities  around  the  state  that 
are  specifically  designed  to  help  address 
ongoing  issues  regarding  poverty  among 
children. 

The  concept  for  the  "Our  Kids”  proj¬ 
ect  was  bom  out  of  the  Bishop's 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  which 
began  in  1996  through  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

Over  the  next  three  years,  these  mis¬ 
sions  will  provide  team  members  a 
chance  to  learn  the  background  of  a 
community  and  offer  opportunities  to 
address  specific  concerns  within  the 
community  they  are  serving.  Volunteers 
will  also  gain  important  information 
and  practical  experience  which  can  be 
applied  to  addressing  similar  concerns 
in  their  own  communities. 

The  first  of  these  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties  will  be  from  Sept.  29-Oct.  2  serving 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  just  south 
of  Houma.  Dulac  Community  Center,  a 
United  Methodist  center,  works  in  con¬ 
junction  with  other  protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
to  create  an  environment  that  facilitates 
educational,  economic  and  social  devel¬ 
opment  within  a  community  that  has  a 
rich  Native  American  heritage. 

During  this  fall  mission  weekend, 

"Our  Kids"  will  work  in  partnership  with 
the  Community  Center  to  build  a  play¬ 
ground  for  children  and  families  in  the 
community,  ready  the  Community 
Center  library  for  use,  and  host  a 
Saturday  morning  health  fair  and 
Vacation  Bible  School  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Rev.  Nancy  Wofford,  (318)  322-4454. 


The  Louisiana  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  recently  became 
the  Circle  G  Ranch  for  a  week,  hosting  64  children  for  Vacation  Bible  School. 
Shown  are  some  of  the  Ranch  House  Kids,  expressing  their  appreciation  for  the 
countless  hours  of  work  and  financial  contributions  made  by  many  LMUMC  mem¬ 
bers.  The  children  enjoyed  Bible  stories,  crafts,  games,  skits,  and  music,  all 
designed  to  show  them  the  love  of  Christ. 
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DO  YOU  HOLD  SHARES  OF 

Hibernia  Bank 
stock? 

If  so,  the  pending  merger  with  Capital  One 
may  give  you  the  opportunity  to  convert  the 
stock  to  a  charitable  gift  annuity  to: 

■  Help  support  the  ministries  of  your 
United  Methodist  Church 

■  Increase  your  income  2-3  times  as 
much  as  the  dividends  have  paid* 

■  Reduce  your  capital  gains  tax  liability 

■  Receive  a  generous  current  income 
tax  deduction.* 

But,  you  have  to  act 
before  August  31,  2005. 

To  find  out  more  about 
this  unusually  good 
opportunity,  contact  us. 


Circle  G  Ranch 


For  the  latest  informa¬ 
tion  regarding 
Hurricane  Katrina  recov¬ 
ery  efforts,  visit  the  La. 
Conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  United 
Methodist  Storm  Center 
at  (888)  239-5286. 


On  the  Journey  /2 


Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
hosts  evacuees /8 


FUMC,  Alexandria  offers 
shelter  /8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Church  Responds  in  Aftermath 


Conference  establishes  UM  Storm  Center  to  aid  in  recovery 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

The  La.  Annual  Conference,  in 
response  to  the  overwhelming  com¬ 
munication  and  response  needs 
resulting  from  Hurricane  Katrina,  has 
established  the  United  Methodist 
Storm  Center. 

The  Center  will  be  housed  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  Conference  Area 


Offices  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  will  be 
staffed  from  8  a.m.-7  p.m.,  Monday- 
Friday.  The  toll  free  number  for  the 
United  Methodist  Storm  Center  is 
(888)  239-5286. 

“The  Center’s  focus  is  to  connect 
resources  with  requests  for  help. 

People  are  offering  volunteers  services, 
goods  and  monetary  donations. 
Through  the  Center,  these  offers  will 


be  matched  up  with  the  many 
requests  for  assistance  that  will  be 
generated  by  survivors  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,”  said  Gordon  Knuckey, 
Disaster  Response  Field  Consultant  for 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 

Knuckey,  along  with  Christy  Smith 

See  Storm  Center,  page  3 


Students  evacuated  from  the  flooded  campus  of  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
sleep  on  a  gymnasium  floor  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  top.  A  National 
Guard  truck  fords  floodwaters,  above,  to  bring  supplies  to  the  New  Orleans 
Superdome.  UMNS  photos  by  Peggy  Cooper  and  the  Department  of  Defense. 


Bishop  Hutchinson 
tours  devastation 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
toured  several  areas  of  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  on  Sunday  that  have  been 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Travel  to  many  areas  is  still  severe¬ 
ly  restricted  due  to  flood  waters, 
downed  trees  and  power  lines. 

Bishop  Hutchinson,  along  with 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost,  and  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  participated  in 
church  services  held  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  La  Place.  Twenty- 
five  were  in  attendance.  The  church 
has  sustained  no  significant  damage, 
even  though  many  homes  and  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  area  suffered  dramati¬ 
cally. 

The  group  attended  worship  at  the 
1 1  a.m.  service  for  St.  Timothy’s  on 
the  Northshore  UMC,  with  20  in 
attendance.  A  normal  service  for  St. 
Timothy’s  typically  boasts  1,000-1,300 
worshippers.  A  tree  fell  and  damaged 
the  Fellowship  gymnasium. 

Visits  to  Church  of  the  Servant 
UMC  in  Mandeville  and  North  Cross 
UMC  in  Madisonville  were  encourag¬ 
ing  as  both  churches  sustained  only 
obvious  minor  damage. 

Rev.  Chris  Blanchard,  pastor  of 
Destrahan  UMC,  traveled  to  La  Place 
UMC,  bringing  the  bread  that  was 
shared  during  communion. 
Blanchard’s  church  was  also  without 
power. 

“It  is  amazing,  in  the  midst  of  so 
much  destruction,  that  some  of  our 
churches  have  little  or  no  damage  to 
deal  with.  Many  churches  were  not  so 
fortunate,”  said  Bishop  Hutchinson. 
“However,  the  church  is  resilient.  On 
our  visits,  I  saw  signs  of  great  life  and 
praising  of  God.  Although  the  future 
is  uncertain,  believers  must  take  each 
day  as  a  gift  and  celebrate  it  to  the 
fullest.” 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Stormy  Blast 


“O  God  our  help  in  ages  past,  our 
hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 
and  our  eternal  home. " 

-  Isaac  Watts 

The  stormy  blast  has  come  and 
with  it  devastation  and  destruction. 

But  though  it  all  we  have  experienced 
a  new  sense  of  our  eternal  home  and 
the  solid  foundation  of  our  hope  for 
years  to  come.  For  whatever  may 
assault  us,  God’s  love  is  greater  and 
God’s  presence  never  fails.  Praise  be  to 
our  living  and  loving  God! 

This  past  week  we  laid  to  final  rest 
Kay’s  father.  His  funeral  and  burial 
were  happening  on  the  very  day 
Katrina  was  roaring  ashore.  In  the 
'  midst  of  our  grief  and  family  sorrow 
over  his  death,  we  were  beset  with  the 
worries  surrounding  our  churches  in 
Louisiana.  You  have  been  in  our 
prayers  constantly  as  you  have  fought 
the  elements  and  as  you  have  fought 
for  your  very  lives.  You  also  have  been 
in  our  prayers  as  you  have-responded 
lovingly  and  with  care  to  the  over¬ 
whelming  needs  that  have  come  out  of 
this  tragedy  and  as  you  have  taken  in 
the  evacuees  and  have  provided  shel¬ 
ter  and  care  in  the  midst  of  uncertain¬ 
ty.  And  we  have  only  begun  to  see  the 
total  scope  of  the  need. 

Today,  (Monday,  September  05, 
2005)  we  have  met  to  discuss  many 
aspects  of  our  response  as  a  church 
and  as  a  Conference  to  Katrina’s 
destruction.  The  immediate  issue  we 
have  tried  to  address  is  that  of  the 
salaries  and  benefits  of  the  many  cler¬ 
gy  who  have  been  displaced  by  this 
storm.  I  want  to  assure  all  churches 
and  pastors  that  we  have  found  a  way 
to  supply  the  salary  and  benefits  of  all 
displaced  clergy  through  the  end  of 
2005.  As  2006  approaches  we  will 
reevaluate  our  needs  and  will  put  in 
place  the  next  phase  of  a  plan  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  all  clergy  until  their 
churches  are  able  to  begin  full  support 
again. 

To  accomplish  this  monumental 
task  of  providing  some  $1,100,000  in 
support  between  now  and  December 
31,  2005,  we  need  EVERY  local  church 
that  has  not  been  directly  affected  by 
Katrina  to  secure  and  send  funds  to 
the  Bishop’s  Appeal  offering  through 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  We 
have  worked  directly  with  UMCOR 


and  they  are 
encouraging  us  to 
establish  our  own 
fund  that  will  be 
supported  by  our 
own  people  to 
meet  local  needs. 
The  remainder  of 
the  connection  will 
be  giving  to 
UMCOR,  which  will 
provide  funds  for  disaster  relief  for 
Louisiana  and  other  stricken  areas. 

The  funds  we  raise  through  our 
Bishop’s  Appeal  will  go  direcdy  to  our 
local  needs  in  Louisiana,  such  as  the 
salary  support. 

The  months  ahead  will  be  critical 
and  will  be  unlike  any  span  of  time  we 
have  ever  faced  as  a  church.  In  many 
ways  it  is  an  opportune  time  to  be  the 
church.  People’s  lives  are  in  shambles. 
People’s  hopes  are  dashed.  People’s 
dreams  have  been  turned  into  night¬ 
mares.  People  realize  their  need  for  a 
higher  power.  As  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  we  can  offer  hope,  security,  the 
vision  of  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  and  a  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ  who  brings  healing  to  the 
nations  and  to  every  person  who  asks. 

I  fully  believe  the  face  of  United 
Methodism  in  Louisiana,  indeed  in  our 
whole  connection,  will  be  changed  for¬ 
ever  by  these  recent  events.  We  can  be 
the  hands  and  feet  that  live  out  the  liv¬ 
ing  will  of  God  and  reshape  all  that  has 
been  and  make  it  new.  We  may  never 
return  to  “life  as  usual”,  but  we  will 
return  to  life.  And  when  that  life  reen¬ 
ters  the  old  shell  of  New  Orleans  and 
surrounding  areas  it  will  be  with  a 
song  and  with  zeal  like  we’ve  never 
seen  before.  Oh  yes,  the  Saints  will 
come  marching  in  again,  and  when 
they  do,  I  want  to  be  in  that  number! 
Don’t  you?! 

It  is  an  unexpected  trail  that  has 
opened  on  our  journey.  It  may  not  be 
the  one  we  would  have  naturally  cho¬ 
sen,  but  it’s  the  one  we’ve  been  asked 
to  walk.  I  extend  to  you  my  hand  to 
walk  it  together  until  God’s  will  is  done 
and  we  hear  those  desired  and  affir¬ 
mative  words,  “Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servants.” 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  /Ju£d****+*~> 


Events  cancelled  due  to  Katrina 


A  number  of  events  throughout  the 
La.  Annual  Conference  have  been  can¬ 
celled  due  to  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Please  pass  this  important  informa¬ 
tion  on  to  congregations. 

They  are  as  follows: 

-  Stewardship  Consultations  with 
Rev.  Melvin  Amerson  scheduled  Sept.  7- 
8  at  our  La.  Conference  Headquarters  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

-  Church  Leader’s  Summit  for  Pastors 
and  Laity  of  African  American  Churches 
scheduled  Sept.  8-Sept.  10  at  Southern 
University. 

-  The  2005  W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 
scheduled  for  Nov.  1 1-12  at  Dillard 
University. 

-The  La.  Conference  Africa  Initiative 
Capital  Campaign  Kick  -Off  Steering 


Committee  meeting  scheduled  for  Sept.  8. 

-  La.  Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  cancelled  all  hotel  rooms  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  on  Siegen  Lane  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  Hilton  Gardens  Inn  only 
in  Baton  Rouge  on  Sept.  1. 

-  Soul  Journey  One,  Retreat  1  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sept.  6-8  at  the  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

-  Division  of  Deacons  Retreat  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sept.  18-19  at  the  Wesley  Center. 

-  Divison  of  Elders  Retreat  scheduled 
for  Sept.  19-21  at  the  Wesley  Center. 

-  Cursillo  #1 10  scheduled  for  Sept. 
29-Oct.  2  at  the  Wesley  Center. 

-  Board  of  Church  and  Society  work¬ 
shop  of  “Study  of  the  Social  Principles” 
scheduled  Sept.  26  at  Munholland  UMC 
in  Metairie.  (All  of  the  remaining  work¬ 
shops  will  still  be  held). 


Communications  within  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  are  severely  impaired 
because  phone  service  is  down  in  many 
areas  and  cell  phones  are  being  overloaded. 
A  major  issue  for  the  conference  office  is 
locating  local  pastors  and  church  members 
who  participated  in  a  mandatory  evacua¬ 
tion  from  the  New  Orleans  area. 

We  have  heard  from  most  of  our  pastors  in 
the  affected  areas,  and  a  number  of  church 
members.  Folks  are  encouraged  to  call  the 
Conference  Office  at  (225)  346-1646  or  post 
their  contact  information  on  our  website, 
www.la-umc.org,  on  the  Hurricane  Katrina 
message  board. 
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New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  discusses  recovery  efforts 
with  Rev.  Gerald  Richardson,  Conference  Emergency  Response,  and  Gordon  Knuckey 
and  Christy  Smith  of  UMCOR. 


Storm  Center, 

of  UMCOR,  was  in  Baton  Rouge  this 
week  assisting  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  with  the  establishment  of 
the  Storm  Center  and  the  development 
of  an  overall  response  plan  to  what  has 
been  termed  the  “worst  natural  disaster 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States.’’ 

The  Center  will  house  staff  to  manage 
incoming  calls  and  disperse  requests; 
representatives  of  UMCOR;  conference 
emergency  response  staff;  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  related  agencies  such  as 
Church  World  Service  who  are  making 
frequent  trips  to  the  Conference  Area 
Offices  in  Louisiana. 

A  Steering  Oversight  Committee  met 
Saturday  in  Baton  Rouge  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 
An  overall  response  plan  has  been  devel¬ 
oped  which  addresses  long-term  recov¬ 
ery  in  three  separate  regional  areas  of 
the  state  which  were  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Recovery  offices  will 
eventually  be  established  in  each  of 
these  regions. 

The  initial  focus  for  the  Conference  is 
on  immediate  relief,  prompting  the 
establishment  of  the  Storm  Center.  With 
the  help  of  UMCOR,  Louisiana  is  con¬ 
necting  with  other  annual  conferences 
in  the  general  church  and  with  govern¬ 
mental  and  faith  based  agencies  in  order 
to  coordinate  efforts,  avoiding  duplica¬ 
tion. 

“In  addition  to  providing  effective 
resources,  one  of  our  greatest  focuses  is 
providing  spiritual  and  emotional  care  to 
pastors  and  church  members  and  to 
communities  at  large,”  said  Bishop 
Hutchinson. 

Church  leadership  and  emergency 
personnel  are  coordinating  with 
UMCOR  on  how  to  relate  to  evacuees 
and  the  issues  that  they  face  regarding 
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decisions  on  returning  home  or  reset- 
ding  in  other  communides. 

“The  effects  of  Huricane  Katrina  in 
the  New  Orleans  area  breaks  all  the 
rules.  Right  now,  it  remains  to  be  seen 
who  will  decide  how  New  Orleans  gets 
rebuilt.  In  the  city,  there  are  lots  of 
renters.  If  landlords  decide  not  to 
rebuild,  they  have  no  place  to  return  to. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  people  live  in  fed¬ 
eral  housing  projects  that  have  been 
destroyed.  The  path  to  recovery  has  yet 
to  be  determined,”  said  Knuckey. 

"The  evacuation  of  New  Orleans  is  an 
unprecedented  ‘diaspora,’  or  dispersal, 
of  people  in  this  country,”  said  Smith. 

Both  Knuckey  and  Smith  emphasized 
that  the  initial  relief  phase  will  be  much 
longer  than  normal,  and  that  the  long 
term  recovery  phase  may  last  up  to  five 
years.  "Right  now,  the  water  must  be  got¬ 
ten  out  and  the  recovery  of  bodies  must 
be  completed,”  said  Knuckey. 

In  working  with  other  governmental 
and  faith  based  agencies,  UMCOR  has 
traditionally  led  the  way  in  case  manage¬ 
ment.  “Our  expertise  is  holding  the 
hands  of  those  persons  who  cannot 
recover  from  this  event  on  their  own. 
Their  needs  may  involve  windows,  doors 
and  walls.  They  might  need  spiritual  and 
emotional  support.  We  are  there  to  advo¬ 
cate,  to  assist,  and  to  help  frame  ways  to 
make  each  persons  recovery  process  fit 
their  personal  needs,”  said  Smith. 

Although  UMCOR  and  other  national 
and  international  agencies  are  flooding 
the  New  Orleans  area  with  support, 
Smith  emphasizes  that  recovery  hap¬ 
pens  locally.  “Government  can  only  do 
so  much.  Most  successful  recoveries 
occur  in  communities  which  embrace 
the  survivors  and  their  needs.  The 
church  brings  sanity  to  that  process, 


walking  across  bridges  to  bring  people 
together.” 

Disasters  like  Hurricane  Katrina  pro¬ 
duce  three  separate  phases  of  recovery — 
the  rescue  phase,  the  relief  phase  and 
long-term  recovery.  “The  emergency 
phase  is  still  not  over.  When  people  can 
start  to  return  to  their  communities, 
then  the  relief  phase  can  begin  with 
things  like  debris  removal.  The  long  term 
recovery  will  involve  creating  permanent 
housing  solutions  for  survivors,”  said 
Knuckey. 


Both  UMCOR  representatives  empha¬ 
sized  that  after  other  agencies  have  com¬ 
pleted  their  missions,  their  organization 
stays  on  the  job  for  the  “long  haul.” 

“We  like  to  say  we  are  here  until  the 
last  nail  is  driven,”  said  Smith. 

Donations  can  be  made  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  by  send¬ 
ing  checks  made  to  “La.  Annual 
Conference”,  and  earmarked  “Bishop’s 
Appeal — La.  Hurricane  Katrina  #4750K” 
to  La.  Annual  Conference  Offices,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


United  Methodist  relief  agency  raises  $570,000  in  initial  response 


NEWYORK  (UMNS)  -  Some  $570,000 
had  been  contributed  by  online  donors 
to  the  Hurricane  Katrina  appeal  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
as  of  late  afternoon  Sept.  1.  Roland 
Fernandes,  treasurer  of  the  agency, 
stressed  that  the  figure  only  reflected 
online  giving. 

He  said  it  was  too  early  to  have  a 
sense  of  the  contributions  being  made 
by  mail  or  telephone. 

UMCOR  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Fernandes  is  general  treasurer  of  the 
international  organization  and 
ofUMCOR. 

"In  any  natural  disaster,  such  as 
Hurricane  Katrina,  the  people  who  have 
the  least  are  the  ones  who  are  most  vul¬ 


nerable  and  need  the  most  help, "said 
Bishop  Joel  N.  Martinez,  president  of  the 
board. 

"The  mission  calling  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  toreach  out 
and  especially  to  serve  the  least  of  God's 
children,"  Martinez  said.  "We  pledge  to 
make  every  effort  to  bring  the  resources 
and  hope  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nection  to  those  suffering  the  effects  of 
Hurricane  Katrina." 

Every  dollar  that  United  Methodists 
give  for  the  hurricane  recovery  willbe 
used  for  that  purpose,  said  Sandra 
Lackore,  top  staff  executive  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  treasurer  for 
thechurch. 

She  said  none  of  the  donations  would 


be  used  for  administrativecosts,  which 
come  from  other  sources. 

"The  Internet  has  changed  the  way 
people  can  contribute,"  Lackore 
said, noting  the  strong  online  giving 
response  that  the  church  received  to  the 
Dec.  26  tsunami.  But,  she  added,  that 
doesn't  take  the  place  of  giving  to  local 
church  offerings,  which  is  still  a  "power¬ 
ful"  way  for  people  to  respond. 

United  Methodists  overseas  were  also 
responding  to  the  disaster. 

The  United  Methodist  mission  agency 
of  Germany  donated  EUR5,000  to 
UMCOR  hurricane  relief  areas. 

"In  the  TV  we  see  pictures  of  the 
damages;  people  in  New  Orleans  anda- 
long  the  Gulf  coast  have  to  mourn  while 
struggling  against  Hurricane  Katrina," 


said  Bishop  Rosemarie  Wenner  of  the 
Frankfurt,  Germany  area  in  a  letter  to 
her  colleagues  affected  by  the  storm. 

"We  pray  for  the  victims  and  their 
families,  for  those  who  lost  theirhouses 
and  belongings  and  for  all  those  who 
work  hard  to  help  the  peoplein  that 
area,"  Wenner  said. 

Donations  can  be  made  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  by  send¬ 
ing  checks  made  to  “La.  Annual 
Conference”,  and  earmarked  "Bishop’s 
Appeal — La.  Hurricane  Katrina  #4750K” 
to  La.  Annual  Conference  Offices,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  The 
relief  agency  also  issued  an  emergency 
appeal  Aug.  31  for  health  kits,  water  and 
blankets.  Information  is  available  at 
http:/ / gbgm-umc.org/umcor/kits.cfrn. 


Louisiana  Conference  coordinating  with  other  denominations  in  effort 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  (UMNS)  - 
Church  leaders  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  met  Sept.  1  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  key  religious  and  relief  organiza¬ 
tions  to  coordinate  response  efforts  in 
the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  discussed  with  Larry  Powell, 


international  catastrophe  consultant  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  and  representatives  of  Church 
World  Service  on  how  the  three  organi¬ 
zations  can  support  each  other  during 
the  long  recovery  period. 

"In  the  current  situation,  we  have  one 
of  the  greatest  opportunities  toreally  be 
the  church,"  Powell  said.  He  emphasized 
that  UMCOR  will  bring  all  of  its 


resources  to  bear  in  responding  to  the 
catastrophe. 

Linda  Reed  Brown,  associate  director 
of  Church  World  Service  Emergency 
Response,  said,  "The  initial  phase  of 
recovery  will  be  much  longer  than  nor¬ 
mal.  There  is  so  much  that's  unusual  for 
the  New  Orleans  area,  and  in  areas  along 
the  Gulf  Coast." 

Powell  added  that  the  unique  situa¬ 


tion  that  exists  in  New  Orleans  isgoing  to 
create  a  secondary  cast  of  victims. 
"Although  Hurricane  Katrinahas  passed, 
our  problems  are  not  over.  The  suffering 
of  victims  without  resources  or  homes 
will  continue  to  grow." 

As  of  Sept.  1,  rescue  efforts  were  still 
under  way  in  the  New  Orleans  area, 
which  continued  to  battle  massive  flood- 
See  Interchurch,  page  4 
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ing.  Mayor  Ray  Nagin  said  Aug.  31  it 
was  likely  "thousands"  of  people  had 
died  as  a  result  of  thecatastrophe. 
National  Guard  troops  moved  into  the 
city  to  help  evacuate  citizens  as  well  as 
restore  order  in  the  face  of  mounting 
violence  and  looting. 

Both  Powell  and  Brown  pointed  out 
that  the  faith  community  would  need 
to  have  a  strong  presence  long  after 
governmental  and  quasi- governmen¬ 
tal  agencies  have  completed  their  mis¬ 
sion. 

Communications  within  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were 
severely  impaired  because  phone 
service  was  down  in  many  areas  and 
cell  phones  were  overloaded. 

A  major  issue  for  the  conference 
office  was  locating  local  pastors  and 
church  members  who  participated  in 
the  mandatory  evacuation  from  the 
New  Orleans  area. 

"We  have  heard  from  most  of  our 
pastors  in  the  affected  areas  and  a 
number  of  church  members.  Folks  are 
calling  the  conference  office  and  post¬ 
ing  their  contact  information  on  our 
Web  site,  www.la-umc.org,"  said  Rev. 


Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

The  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent,  was- 
moving  his  office  to  the  conference 
area  offices  in  Baton  Rouge.  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  the  former  home  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  office,  was  under  water. 

Clergy  throughout  the  conference 
worked  with  local  shelters  to  offerspe- 
cial  worship  services.  "Our  aim  is  to 
provide  comfort  and  hope  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  evacuees  who  are  scattered 
throughout  the  state,"  Cottrill  said. 

Chaplains  and  counselors  will  be 
needed  in  large  numbers  to  deal  with 
the  shock  and  grief  experienced  by 
victims  and  emergency  workers  alike. 
People  wanting  to  support  the  relief 
effort  financially  or  otherwise  can  visit 
http:  /  /  methodistrelief.  org. 

Donations  can  be  made  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  by  sending  checks  made  to  “La. 
Annual  Conference”,  and  earmarked 
“Bishop’s  Appeal — La.  Hurricane 
Katrina”  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Offices,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802. 


UMCOR  Emergency  Appeal  for  Health  Kits 


As  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  I  am 
making  this  emergency  appeal  for 
United  Methodists  and  their  friends  to 
supply  Health  Kits,  bottled  water  and 
blankets  for  survivors  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  need  is  desperate  throughout  the 
area  devastated  by  the  storm,  especially 
among  people  who  have  been  or  are 
being  evacuated  from  their  homes. 

The  need  for  Health  Kits  is  especially 
acute,  according  to  Gwen  E.  Redding, 
director  of  the  Sager  Brown  Depot  of 
UMCOR  in  Baldwin,  LA.  The  center  is  to 
the  west  of  the  major  storm  impact  and 
did  not  sustain  major  damage. 

"We  are  getting  calls  from  all  over," 
Ms.  Redding  said,  "and  we  do  have  kits 
on  hand  but  not  enough  to  fill  all  the 
requests  coming  from  the  Gulf  and 
around  the  world." 

The  center  also  needs  Flood  Buckets 
but,  at  present,  Health  Kits  are  in  great¬ 
est  demand.  (For  information  on  Flood 
Buckets  see  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/kits.cfrn.)  New  blankets 
are  preferred  but  recently  cleaned  blan¬ 
kets  in  good  condition  are  acceptable. 

Annual  Conferences,  districts,  and 
congregations  are  urged  to  take  the  sup¬ 
plies  in  trucks  or  vans  to  the  center— if 
possible. 

The  roads  are  open  in  the  area. 

Money  can  also  be  donated  to  UMCOR 
for  the  kits.  If  delivery  is  made,  Sager 
Brown  will  have  personnel  on  hand  for 
unloading  any  day  or  hour.  Persons  who 
may  need  overnight  accommodations 
should  call  or  e-mail  the  director  of  vol¬ 
untary  services  at  337-923-2027,  ext.  202, 
e-mail:  volunteers@sagerbrown.org. 

A  Health  Kit  contains  specific  items: 

1  hand  towel  (15"  x25"  up  to  17"  x 
27”) 

1  wash  cloth 


1  comb  (large  and  sturdy,  not  pocket- 
sized) 

1  nail  file  or  fingernail  clippers  (no 
emery  boards  or  toenail  clippers) 

1  bath-size  bar  of  soap  (3  oz  and  up) 

1  toothbrush  (single  brush  only  in 
original  wrapper;  no  child-sized 
brushes) 

1  large  tube  of  toothpaste  (4.5  or  larg¬ 
er,  expiration  date  must  be  6  months  or 
longer  in  advance  of  the  date  of  ship¬ 
ment  to  Sager  Brown) 

6  adhesive  plastic  strip  sterile  band¬ 
ages 

All  items  should  be  placed  inside  a 
sealed  one-gallon  plastic  bag.  No 
money,  notes,  religious  or  political  litera¬ 
ture,  or  other  items  should  be  placed  in 
the  kits. 

The  value  of  a  health  kit  is  $12.00,  if 
persons  want  to  contribute  the  money. 
For  kit  contents,  make  gifts  to  UMCOR 
Advance  #901440,  "Material  Resources." 

Given  the  emergency,  delivery  is 
strongly  encouraged,  but  kits  may  also 
be  shipped  to:  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
Depot,  RO.  Box  850,  131  Sager  Brown 
Road,  Baldwin,  LA  70514-0850.  Please 
also  provide  $1.00  per  kit  to  cover  distri¬ 
bution  costs.  This  many  be  sent  to  Sager 
Brown  to  the  UMCOR  Advance  #982730, 
"Contain  Your  Joy." 

While  the  devastation  caused  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  is  beyond  belief,  what 
is  not  beyond  belief  is  how  United 
Methodists  respond  to  the  call  for  help. 
UMCOR  is  already  mobilized  and  offer¬ 
ing  assistance. 

Let  us  pray  for  all  those  affected  and 
let  us  give  generously  to  support  the 
massive  relief  efforts  already  underway. 

In  Christ's  Service, 

Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Conference 
President,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief 


Local  churches  aiding  in  relief  effort 


The  following  is  a  very  abbreviated  list  of  min¬ 
istries  being  offered  by  local  churches  through¬ 
out  the  La.  Annual  Conference. These  are  only 
the  ones  we  heard  from  at  press  time,  and  is  by 
no  means  a  complete  list.  Let  us  hear  from  you 
so  that  we  can  know  more  about  each  church's 
contributions. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  activities  listed  here, 
every  church  is  responding  by  collecting  need¬ 
ed  items,  providing  counseling  and  hands  on 
volunteers  in  local  shelters,  organizing  worship 
services,  and  making  much  needed  financial 
donations  to  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  To  donate,  make  checks  out  to  "La. 
Annual  Conference"  and  put  "Bishop's  Appeal — 
La.  Hurricane  Katrina  #4750K"on  the  memo 
portion  of  the  check.  Drop  checks  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  plate  or  mail  to  La.  Annual  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Acadiana  District 

Emanuel,  Lafayette:  shelter  for  evacuees 
First,  Northwood  and  Covenant  UMC’s, 
Lafayette:  shelter  for  relief  worker  and  evacuees 
First  UMC,Thibodaux:  providing  meals  for  Red 
Cross  workers 

Pharr  Chapel  UMC,  Morgan:  volunteering  in 

Morgan  City  shelter 

First  UMC,  Houma:  supply  depot 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette:  drop  off  center  for  food 

donations 

First  UMC,  Franklin:  shelter  for  evacuees 
McGowen  UMC,  Franklin:  providing  food  for 
First  UMC  shelter 

St.  Paul/St.  Peter,  Jeanerette:  providing  food  for 
local  shelters,  space  for  chaplain  training 
First  UMC,  New  Iberia:  shelter  with  meals 
Faith  Community,  Lafayette  with  University  of 
Louisiana  in  Lafayette:  volunteers  and  food  for 
shelter  in  Cajundome 

Alexandria  District 

Boyce  UMC  and  Glenmora  UMC:  sponsoring 
evacuees  from  a  nursing  home 
First  UMC,  Many:  long  term  shelter  for  evacuees 
First  UMC,  Pineville:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Oak  Grove,  Natchitoches,  Provencal  UMC: flood 
Olla  UMC:  feeding  evacuees  with  other 
First  UMC,  Alexandria:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Nolley  Mem.  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Marksville  UMC:  housing  evacuee 

Baton  Rouge  District 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  feeding  downtown 
evacuees  three  meals  daily;  ongoing  chaplain 
efforts  at  River  Center  shelter 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  housing  Red 
Cross  staff;  serving  as  distribution  point  for 
water,  health  kits,  etc. 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  supply  depot 
First  UMC,  Gonzales:  helping  to  coordinate  feed¬ 
ing  2,000  people  daily  at  Lamar  Dixon;  housing 
evacuees  working  for  La.  Dept,  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries 

Live  Oak,  Watson:  major  distribution  center  for 
supplies  and  feeding;  housed  200  FBI  agents 
First  UMC,  Denham:  housing  Red  Cross  staff 
St.  Andrews  UMC:  housing  Red  Cross  staff 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  University: 
housing  students  from  Tulane  University 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State 
University:  housing  students  from  Tulane  and 
Southern  University  of  New  Orleans 

Lake  Charles  District 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles:  laundry,  child  care,  pre¬ 
school  for  evacuees 

First  UMC,  DeRidder:  shelter  for  evacuees 


First  UMC,  Leesville:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulpher:  shelter  for 
evacuees 

Westlake  UMC,  Sulpher:  shelter  for  evacuees 
First  UMC,  Crowley:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center:  center  for  relief  work¬ 
ers 

Lake  Charles  United  Methodist  churches  are 
volunteering  around  the  clock  at  large  commu¬ 
nity  shelters.  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent  Rev.  Doug  Ezell  is  coordinating 
an  interdenominational  committee  entitled 
"Mayor's  Ministry  Coalition,"which  is  minister¬ 
ing  to  home  sites,  church  sites  and  community 
sites  offering  counseling,  Bibles  and  spiritual 
materials  specifically  designed  for  disaster  relief 
survivors. 

Monroe  District 

Trinity  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees;  worship  for 
evacuees 

Jonesboro  UMC:  working  in  hotel  ministry 
St.  Marks,  Monroe:  volunteers  at  local  shelter 
Lea  Joyner,  Monroe:  collecting  underwear  for 
Salvation  Army 

First  UMC,  Monroe:  long  term  needs  of  evac¬ 
uees;  placement  into  housing;  book  supplies 
First  UMC,  Lake  Providence,  Oak  Grove:  provid¬ 
ing  meals 

First  UMC,  Delhi:  food  at  civic  center 

First  UMC,  Columbia:  food  and  blankets  to  civic 

center 

La.  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston:  hous¬ 
ing  37  children  and  faculty  from  children's 
home  in  New  Orleans 

First  UMC  in  Monroe  and  Winnsboro  working  to 
complete  bunkhouse  to  house  these  young 
people. 

Shreveport  District 

Arcadia  -Mt.  Mariah  UMCs:  assembling  health 
kits,  flood  buckets  and  running  a  clothes  closet; 
feeding  evacuees  at  local  shelter 
Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City:  blood  drive,  offering 
RV's  for  displaced  families,  making  flood  buck¬ 
ets 

Athens  UMC:  joining  with  the  Claiborne  Parish 
Disaster  Relief  unit  to  provide  Camp  Harris  with 
sheets,  blankets  and  monetary  donations 
Benton  UMC:  providing  supplies  to  the  LSU 
shelters  and  the  Bossier  shelter;  providing  food 
for  evacuees;  organizing  flood 
First  UMC,  Bossier  City:  providing  meals;  open 
for 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport:  evacuee  internet 
access  room;  finding  lease  or  rental  homes  for 
evacuees;  flood  buckets;  transportation 
Brushwood  UMC:  food  and  money  to  Camp 
Harris;  air  mattresses,  socks  and  underwear  to 
local  shelter 

Christ  UMC:  flood  buckets,  food  for  shelters,  col¬ 
oring  books,  crayons,  jump 
Cotton  Valley  UMC:  -  is  gathering  supplies  for 
the  refugees  in  the  Springhill  Civic  Center. 

We've  also  sent  one  of  our  own,  a  Deputy 
Sheriff  in  Webster  Parish,  who  is  helping  to 
transport  prisoners  from  south  Louisiana. 
Coushatta  UMC:  food  for  shelters;  internet 
access;  offering  playground  to  children  of  evac¬ 
uees 

Gilliam-Hosston  UMC:  collecting  food  and  water 

for  Food  Bank  of  Northwest 

Grace  Community  UMC:  working  with  laundry; 

offering  phone  facilities 

Greenwood  and  Bethany  UMCs:  assembling 

flood  buckets 
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The  Conference  Office  is  encouraging  all  pastors  to  work  with  local  shelters  in 
offering  special  prayer  or  worship  services.  This  should  of  course  be  done  with  the 
blessing  and  authority  of  those  in  charge  of  the  shelter.  Evacuees  from  Hurricane 
Katrina  face  extreme  stress  due  to  exhaustion,  illness,  and  worry  over  missing 
loved  ones.  Many  have  no  home  to  return  to.  They  especially  need  a  spiritual 
grounding  in  order  to  face  all  the  other  unknowns  in  their  lives.  We,  as  a  faith  com¬ 
munity,  can  help  provide  that  connection. 

We  encourage  United  Methodist  pastors  to  work  collectively  in  this  process,  offer¬ 
ing  diversity  of  worship  and  a  focus  on  comfort  and  inspiration.  Some  communities 
may  have  opportunities  to  participate  in  interdenominational  services. 


Hurricane  Katrina 

Important  Information  for  United  Methodists 

September  5,  2005 


URGENT 

Register  with  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  (FEMA)  by 
calling  1-800-621 -FEMA  or  by  registering  on  the  website: 
www.fema.gov 

Grants  and  loans  through  FEMA  begin  with  registration.  You  should 
register  even  if  you  have  insurance.  The  following  types  of  help  may 
be  available: 

Unemployment  assistance 

Contents  replacement  (for  renters  and  owners) 

Temporary  housing  assistance 

Repair  and  replacement  of  primary  residence  (owned) 

Funeral  benefits 

Medical  and  dental  assistance 

Possible  tax  relief 

Low  interest  homeowner  disaster  loans,  administered  by  the 
Small  Business  Administration  (SBA),  which  can  include 

_ roll-over  of  existing  home  mortgages  and  loans 

ACCESS  EXISTING  HELlj 

from  national  and  local  agencies,  such  as  the 
American  Red  Cross, 

Salvation  Army, 

FEMA, 

United  Way, 

community  legal  assistance, 

_ financial  counseling,  etc. _ 

UNITED  METHODIST  STORM  RECOVERY  CENTER— 

1-888-239-5286 _ _ 

The  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center  will  be  coordinating  all 
emergency  and  relief  efforts,  including  donations  of  money  and 
materials,  volunteers  and  survivor  requests. 


Gulfside  Assembly 
suffers  damage 

The  United  Methodist  Church's  his¬ 
toric  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
Miss.,  suffered  catastrophic  damage 
from  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Aerial  photographs,  news  accounts 
and  word  of  mouth  reports  from  the 
federal  disaster  agency  indicate  that  lit¬ 
tle  is  left  of  the  community  of  Waveland 
and  Gulfside,  located  on  60  acres  direct¬ 
ly  facing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  Highway 
90.  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the 
Mississippi  coast  Aug.  29. 

Deaconess  Marian  Martin,  director  of 
Gulfside,  and  Wilma  Dunbar,  a  mission¬ 
ary  assigned  there,  were  safe,  but  the 
fate  of  several  employees  reluctant  to 
leave  Waveland  was  not  known. 

Gulfside  was  opened  in  1923  as  a 
retreat  and  recreation  center  for  African 
Americans  who  were  not  permitted  to 
use  most  resorts  in  the  segregated 
South.  It  was  established  by  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Jones. 

An  aerial  photograph  from  the 
National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration  suggests  that  most  of  the 
buildings  at  Gulfside  are  in  ruins.  The 
angle  of  the  picture  does  not  permit  a 
good  view  of  a  new  residential  facility 
dedicated  in  mid-August.  Some  sections 
may  still  stand. 

The  Associated  Press  reported  Aug. 

31  that  virtually  every  building  in 
Waveland  was  destroyed. 

Waveland  was  a.town  of  7,600  imme¬ 
diately  next  to  Bay  St.  Louis,  where  the 
eye  of  Hurricane  Katrina  made  one  of  its 
most  destructive  landfalls. 

Edward  Moultrie,  a  retired  employee 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  a  resident  of  Waveland, 
called  the  agency  Sept.  1  to  share 
reports  from  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency,  indicating  wide¬ 
spread  destruction  at  Gulfside.  Moultrie 
and  his  wife,  along  with  Martin,  took 
refuge  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

"We  mourn  for  Gulfside,"  said  the 
Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  top  staff  executive  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  "It  is  so 
dear  to  so  many  United  Methodists,  one 
of  the  places  that  has  nourished  our 
souls  and  fed  our  spirits." 

The  international  mission  agency  has 
close  ties  to  Gulfside  and  its  professional 
staff. 

The  Gulfside  Assembly  originally  had 
700  acres,  but  much  of  it  was  sold  over 
the  years. 

Use  as  a  vacation  spot  declined  with 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  the  racial 
integration  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  1960s.  It  later  rebounded  as  a  setting 
for  church  retreats  and  conferences. 

At  its  peak  as  a  resort,  Gulfside 
included  a  day  school  for  local  African- 
American  boys,  and  in  recent  years  had 
expanded  its  programs  for  young  peo¬ 
ple,  especially  for  inner-city  youth. 

Under  Martin's  leadership,  Gulfside 
had  seen  the  renovation  of  many  of  its 
historical  buildings,  and  the  completion 
of  the  new  facility  recently  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  of  the 
denomination’s  Mississippi  Annual 
(regional)  Conference.  No  information 
was  available  Sept.  1  on  plans  for  the 
site. 
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Messages  of  hope  from  United  Methodists  to  travel  airwaves  in  wake  of  Katrina 


Millions  of  Americans  will  see  mes¬ 
sages  of  hope  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  drey  watch  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  on  Cable  News 
Network  over  Labor  Day  Weekend.  The 
messages  will  appear  in  the  comer  of  the 
TV  screen  for  five  or  10  seconds. 

The  wording  is  simple:  "Support  hur¬ 
ricane  relief  efforts  at 
www.MethodistRelief.org.  The  People  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church."  The  mes¬ 
sages  will  begin  airing  as  early  as 
Saturday. 

CNN  is  making  the  spots  available  as 
part  of  the  denomination's  national 
advertising  and  welcoming  campaign 
that  invites  people  to  join  in  a  journey  of 
faith.  The  theme  is  "Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors."  A  new  commer¬ 
cial  called  "The  Journey"  began  airing 
Aug.  29  on  18  cable  networks  and  will 
continue  through  Sept.  18.  To  view  "The 


Journey,"  seewww.umc.org. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
also  developing  a  USA  Today  ad  expect¬ 
ed  to  run  Sept.  7  with  the  theme  "Be  the 
Hope."  Part  of  the  ad  will  say,  "At  this 
time  of  great  loss,  let  us  commit  to  a 
hopeful,  compassionate  community, 
now  and  for  the  long-term  future.  Give 
through  whatever  means  you  choose. 
Volunteer.  Be  the  hope." 

"It's  important  for  us  as  a  church  to 
say  to  the  people  of  the  Gulf  Coast  that 
we  are  concerned,  and  that  we  are  pray¬ 
ing  with  them  and  will  be  with  them 
through  the  entire  long  recovery 
process,"  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon, 
chief  executive  at  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

"We  as  a  church  can  send  a  message 
to  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  if  not 
to  the  world,  at  times  like  these  that 
community  is  important,  that  we  need 


each  other,  that  sharing  with  each  other 
is  a  healing  process.  It  restores  the  bro¬ 
kenness,"  Hollon  said. 

United  Methodists  will  gain  another 
avenue  for  raising  money  for  hurricane 
relief  with  the  launch  soon  of  a  new 
online  giving  feature  called  "Friends 
Asking  Friends,"  as  a  part  of 
www.UMC.org,  the  denominational  Web 
site.  It  is  an  initiative  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

"Friends  Asking  Friends"  allows 
organizations  and  individuals  to  create 
their  own  hurricane  relief  fund-raising 
Web  pages  and  to  invite  others  to  give 
online.  For  example,  local  churches  can 
choose  photos  from  United  Methodist 
News  Service's  photo  gallery  (on  the 
News  section  of  www.umc.org)  and  write 
their  own  words  for  the  page.  They  can 
then  e-mail  church  members  and 


friends,  asking  them  to  visit  these  new 
Web  pages  and  donate  online.  All  of  the 
money  donated  will  go  directly  to 
UMCOR. 

"You're  saying  to  the  people  you 
know,  'This  is  something  I  really  believe 
in,"'  said  Matt  Carlisle,  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  ofUMC.org. 

"One  of  the  key  things  that  happens 
in  emergencies  such  as  this  is  the  use  of 
the  Internet,  and  the  distribution  of 
information  through  the  Internet  has 
been  unprecedented  with  this  particular 
disaster,"  Hollon  said.  This  new  online 
giving  feature  makes  it  "possible  for  me 
as  a  friend  to  send  you  a  bit  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  response  and 
encourage  you  to  contribute.  You  can 
then  pass  that  on,  so  that  a  network  of 
giving  and  sharing  of  information  is  pos¬ 
sible." 


Fairly  named  Exec  VP,  COO  of  Foundation 


BATON  ROUGE  -  Rob 
Fairly,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
was  promoted  to 
Executive  Vice  President 
and  Chief  Operations 
Officer  of  the 
Foundation  in  the 
August  1 1  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Foundation 
Board.  In  this  expanded  role,  Mr.  Fairly 
will  have  the  responsibility  of  managing 
the  overall  daily  operations  of  the 
Foundation. 

Fairly  holds  a  BBA  and  MBA  and  has 
30  years  of  experience  as  an  investment 
banker,  developer  and  manager  of  com¬ 
mercial  and  residential  real  estate.  His 
first  book,  Creative  Giving  - 
Understanding  Planned  Giving  and 
Endowments  in  Church,  is  being 
released  September  1  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville  as  a  new 
denominational  resource.  Mr.  Fairly  and 
his  wife  Pam  have  two  daughters  and  a 
son. 

Fairly  began  his  Foundation  service 
in  July  1998  and  is  involved  in  a  wide 
array  of  Methodist  and  philanthropic 
endeavors.  He  is  a  lifelong  Methodist 
and  an  active  member  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  where  he  serves  on  the 
Administrative  Board,  Finance 


Committee,  Executive  Committee,  and 
Permanent  Fund  Committee.  He  is  the 
immediate  past  Chair  of  the  LSU  Wesley 
Foundation  Board,  and  a  member  of  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Advisory  Council. 
He  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Committee  on  Planned  Giving 
and  as  President  of  the  Planned  Giving 
Council  of  Baton  Rouge. 

“One  of  the  great  assets  of  the 
Foundation  when  I  arrived  in  2000  was 
the  expanding  contribution  by  Rob,” 
said  Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  President  of  the 
Foundation.  “His  many  talents  and 
diverse  financial  background,  as  well  as 
his  integrity  and  commitment  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  just  some 
of  what  he  brings  to  the  table.” 

"We  are  looking  to  Rob  to  expand  the 
Foundation’s  services  to  churches  and 
agencies  in  Louisiana  and  beyond.  This 
promotion  is  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  years  of  hard  work 
that  Rob  has  contributed  to  the 
Foundation  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  said  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Chair 
of  the  Foundation  Board. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  established  in  1975  to 
provide  financial  services  to  local  United 
Methodist  churches  and  church-related 
institutions  throughout  the  state.  It  is 
the  fourth  largest  of  the  52  area  founda¬ 
tions  in  the  United  Methodist  church 
and  manages  over  $92  million  in  assets. 


Fairly 


Local  churches,  from  page  4 


Haynesville  UMC:  providing  for  some  lodging 
expenses;  offering  lunches 
KeithvilleUMC:  working  with  local  Baptist 
church  to  provide  refugee  center;  offers  to 
house  Dillard  University  students 
Lakeview  UMC:  drop  off  point  for  Salvation 
Army  donations 

Love  Chapel  UMC:  flood  buckets 
Mangum  UMC:  collecting  and  distributing  air 
mattresses  and  blankets  to  local 
First  UMC,  Many:  shelter  for 
First  UMC,  Minden  and  Lakeview  UMC:  working 
with  Caney  Camp  to  provide  services  for  evac¬ 
uees  at  the  camp 

North  Highlands  UMC:  supplies  to  Caney  Camp 
NorthPoint  UMC:  donating  and  volunteering  at 


local  shelters 

Ringgold  UMC:  assisting  with  evacuees  at 
Bistineau  State  Park 

First  UMC,  Shreveport:  donations,  providing 
assistance  to  Caney,  supply  delivery,  flood 
buckets 

Springhill  UMGproviding  meals  and  bottled 
water  at  local  civic  center 
St.  Luke's  UMC:  transportation 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport:  money  for  text¬ 
books  for  Dillard  students,  counseling  to  Dillard 
students;  shoes  and  clothing  to 
Summer  Grove  UMC:  items  for  shelters;  trans¬ 
porting  supplies;  possible 
First  UMC,  Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  UMC:  helping 
to  staff,  and  offer  food  at  Many  shelter. 


Church  World  Service  responds  to  need 


Responding  to  what  it  anticipates 
may  be  the  largest  U.S.  relief  and 
recovery  effort  in  its  history,  humani¬ 
tarian  agency  Church  World  Service 
(CWS)  says  its  Executive  Director  and 
CEO  Rev.  John  L.  McCullough  is  in 
Hurricane  Katrina-devastated 
Louisiana  this  week  (Wed.,  Aug  31  to 
Sat.  Sept  3),  to  personally  assess 
emergency  and  long-term  recovery 
needs  and  to  meet  with  area  faith 
leaders. 

McCullough  and  CWS  emergency 
response  management  met  with  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  visited  an  area 
nursing  home,  where  they  found 
mattresses  on  floors  to  accommodate 
elderly  Katrina  survivors  who  are 
being  given  shelter  alongside  the 
homes  regular  residents.  The  Church 
World  Service  team  is  now  traveling 
to  Houma,  Louisiana,  where  they'll 
visit  a  freshly  set-up  refugee  camp  for 
survivors. 

"Church  World  Service  is  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  about  the  plight  of 
what  we  anticipate  to  be  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  poor  people,  the  elderly 
and  other  vulnerable  populations 
throughout  the  affected  Gulf  Coast 
area  and  beyond,"  he  says. 

"Stories  of  individuals  who  had  to 
stay  in  their  homes  because  they 
couldn't  afford  to  evacuate  personify 
that  crisis." 

On  Monday  CWS  issued  a  national 
fund-raising  appeal  to  assist  survivors 
of  Katrina  and  an  initial  shipment  of 
emergency  supplies  arrived  in  Baton 
Rouge  yesterday  for  distribution. 

While  in  the  region,  McCullough  is 
connecting  with  area  faith  leaders  to 
offer  immediate  support,  solidarity, 
and  hope. 

This  week,  CWS  disaster  response 
specialists  are  meeting  with  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA)  officials  via  telephone  confer¬ 
ences,  along  with  partners  in  the  faith 
community  and  state  Voluntary 
Organizations  Active  in  Disaster 
(VOADs)  to  identify  material  resource 
needs  and  storm-affected  areas 


where  CWS  will  concentrate  its 
efforts. 

In  addition  to  providing  emer¬ 
gency  aid  following  domestic  disas¬ 
ters,  CWS  specializes  in  assisting  in 
the  development  of  community- 
based,  long-term,  recovery  organiza¬ 
tions  that  are  established  in  impacted 
areas  to  help  vulnerable  populations 
and  those  with  unmet  needs. 

CWS  Associate  Director  for 
Domestic  Emergency  Response  Linda 
Reed  Brown  is  also  be  in  Louisiana 
this  week. 

Brown  says,  "We  anticipate 
deploying  at  least  1 1  of  our  disaster 
recovery  liaisons  just  in  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  where  greatest  need  is 
seen.  Louisiana,  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  will  be  the  first  to  get  our 
attention  next  week,  when  it  is  safe  to 
go  there.  At  that  point,"  she  says, 

"well  be  performing  extensive  assess¬ 
ments  and  can  begin  organizing  local 
long-term  support  systems." 

"With  such  catastrophic  damage," 
says  McCullough.  "It  will  be  awhile 
before  we  know  the  full  extent  of  lives 
lost  and  material  destruction,  but  we 
can  be  sure  that  recovery  will  take  a 
very,  very  long  time." 

"There  is  no  question  that  the 
areas  faith  leaders  will  shoulder  a 
massive  amount  of  responsibility  in 
caring  for  those  populations  and 
helping  them  find  resources,"  said 
McCullough,  "at  a  time  when  the 
church  leaders  themselves  may  have 
suffered  great  personal  losses." 

One  of  the  first  agencies  called  by 
FEMA  along  with  the  Red  Cross  in 
times  of  national  disaster,  New  York- 
headquartered  CWS  responds  to  nat¬ 
ural  and  human-caused  disasters 
internationally  and  domestically. 

Brown  says,  based  on  its  work  in 
disasters  affecting  a  comparable  geo¬ 
graphic  area  and  knowledge  of  disas¬ 
ter  experience  in  an  affected  area, 

CWS  estimates  as  many  as  20 
recovery  organizations  may  be  organ¬ 
ized  and  supported  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  northwest  Alabama, 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 


Dillard  University  students  watch  the  news  coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Some  250 
students  were  evacuated  to  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  after  Dillard's  campus  was 
flooded  in  New  Orleans.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Peggy  Cooper. 

Dillard  students  ride  out  storm  at  Centenary  College 


As  our  state  only  begins  to  realize  the 
heartbreak  and  damage  of  hurricane 
Katrina  Louisiana  Conference  members 
and  congregations  will  want  to  know 
what  they  can  do.  Our  Conference 
through  individual  service  and  hundreds 
of  Louisiana  Volunteer  in  Mission  teams 
have  always  come  to  the  aid  of  our 
neighbors  here  and  around  the  world. 
Now  and  for  many  years  to  come  New 
Orleans  and  those  areas  of  South 
Louisiana  hit  by  this  monstrous  storm 
will  need  our  attention. 

Early  response  is  always  difficult  for 
“hands-on”  volunteers  to  handle. 
Presendy  we  cannot  go  into  these  areas 
until  the  search  for  survivors  is  com¬ 
plete.  Health  concerns  and  the  safety  of 
volunteers  must  be  accomplished  and  in 
New  Orleans,  teams  are  not  needed  until 
the  flooding  is  drained  and  damage 
assessments  are  made.  These  early 
needs  are  restricted  to  trained  volun¬ 
teers  only. 

The  best  way  to  respond  immediately 
is  to  send  money.  Donations  can  be 
made  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  by  sending  checks 
made  to  “La.  Annual  Conference”  and 
earmarked  “Bishop’s  Appeal — La. 
Hurricane  Katrina  #4750K"  to  La. 

Annual  Conference  Offices,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Flood 
buckets,  clean-up  kits  and  health  kits  are 
always  needed  and  often  in  short  supply 


during  a  disaster  such  as  this.  These 
should  be  delivered  to  the  UMCOR 
Depot  in  Baldwin.  Volunteers  are  need¬ 
ed  now  in  our  churches  where  shelters 
have  been  established.  Many  more  will 
be  needed  to  relieve  those  already  serv¬ 
ing.  But,  unfortunately,  it  will  be  some¬ 
time  before  LAVIM  teams  can  begin  the 
hands  on  work  to  which  we  are  so  dedi¬ 
cated.  As  areas  open  up  for  volunteers, 
notice  will  be  made  in  the  LANOW. 
Begin  to  talk  with  others  about  volun¬ 
teering  for  teams.  A  few  teams  may  be 
able  to  work  in  oudying  areas  of  New 
Orleans  before  the  end  of  the  year,  but 
most  will  have  to  wait  several  months 
before  conditions  will  allow  teams  in  the 
area. 

Trained  leaders  lead  LAVIM  teams. 
LAVIM  team  leader  training  will  be  held 
in  January.  If  you  or  your  congregation 
is  interested  in  having  a  leader  trained, 
contact  the  LAVIM  office  (888-239-5286) 
with  name  and  contact  information. 

And  above  all,  pray.  Pray  for  those 
most  effected  by  this  disaster.  As  our 
governmental  and  church  leadership 
begin  to  shape  our  aid  and  response  to 
this  terrible  disaster,  all  of  us  need  your 
prayers. 

Pray  to  discern  how  you  personally 
can  respond.  The  work  of  our  hands  is 
important.  The  work  of  our  heart  is 
essential. 

Larry  Norman,  Director,  LAVIM 


Emmanuel  Galloway  carried  only 
clothes  as  he  and  some  250  other  Dillard 
University  students  fled  the  wrath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  He  watched  in  horror 
as  one  of  their  buses  caught  fire, 
destroying  the  few  belongings  those  stu¬ 
dents  were  taking  from  New  Orleans  to 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  La. 

Galloway  and  other  Dillard  students 
and  faculty  staying  at  Centenary  College 
said  people  at  the  college  and  in  the 
community  had  been  wonderful.  Both 
institutions  are  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Churches,  individuals  and  businesses 
in  Shreveport  donated  food,  clothes,  and 
toiletries,  and  provided  buses,  cab  fare, 
and  plane  fare  to  get  students  home. 
"This  is  seeing  people  who  walk  their 
faith  and  live  it,"  said  Freddie  Hill,  vice 
president  for  campus  life  at  Dillard,  who 
traveled  with  the  students  to  Centenary 
and  has  been  arranging  transportation 
home. 

"We've  seen  day-to-day  miracles.  We 
needed  a  bus  to  take  students  home;  a 
church  gave  us  a  bus,"  Hill  said.  One 
man  paid  $900  for  three  cabs  to  drive 
students  home  to  Dallas. 

All  of  the  students  who  lived  on  cam¬ 
pus  were  safely  evacuated  to  Centenary, 
said  Marvalene  Hughes,  who  became 
president  of  Dillard  in  July.  But,  she  said, 
she  has  no  way  of  knowing  if  any  of  the 
students  who  lived  off  campus  or  faculty 
are  still  in  New  Orleans.  Enrollment  is 
about  2,000. 

Meanwhile,  the  campus  at  Dillard, 
one  of  the  denomination's  historically 
black  colleges,  is  flooded  with  five  to 
eight  feet  of  water. 

Hughes  is  struggling  to  set  up  a  com¬ 
mand  center  and  a  Web  page  at 
www.dillard.edu  to  stay  in  touch  with 
students  and  faculty.  While  she  tries  to 
figure  out  how  to  make  payroll,  she  con¬ 
fers  with  insurers  about  coverage. 

"We  don't  know  how  to  assess  the 
damage  at  this  point,"  Hughes  said.  Two 
engineers  trying  to  assess  damage  were 
waiting  Thursday  to  be  airlifted  out  of 
the  city. 

"Dillard  will  be  back  and  better  as 
soon  as  possible,"  Hughes  vowed, 
adding  that  she  is  investigating  alternate 
sites  and  any  other  possibilities  that  will 


allow  classes  to  resume. 

"We've  had  unbelievable  offers,"  she 
said,  with  some  colleges  offering  free 
semesters  or  in-state  tuition,  and  others, 
including  Centenary,  extending  fall 
enrollment  for  students  affected  by  the 
hurricane. 

Hughes,  however,  worries  that  stu¬ 
dents  who  enroll  elsewhere  will  not 
return  when  Dillard  reopens.  She  urged 
students  to  wait.  "We  will  re-open  and 
provide  two  semesters  of  college  this 
year.  We  were  a  great,  top-flight  universi¬ 
ty,  but  we  intend  to  become  even  bet'-, 
ter. " 

Some  students  were  determined  to 
stick  with  Dillard. 

"I'm  going  to  wait,  even  if  we  lose  a 
semester,"  said  Veronica  Sumner,  a 
sophomore  from  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  who 
was  staying  with  a  friend  in  Shreveport. 

Galloway,  a  sophomore  from  Dallas, 
agreed.  Evacuated  last  year  because  of 
Hurricane  Ivan,  he  has  faith  that  college 
officials  will  get  the  school  operating. 

"I  stay  optimistic,"  Galloway  says. 

"It'll  work  out  for  the  best." 

Depending  on  the  damage,  Hughes 
said  the  college  might  be  able  to  erect 
temporary  buildings  at  the  campus. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will  col¬ 
lect  donations  on  behalf  of  Dillard  to 
help  with  the  university's  hurricane 
recovery.  Staff  members  are  working 
with  college  officials  to  find  space  to  set 
up  a  command  center  in  Atlanta  or 
Washington. 

The  agency  pledged  to  advance 
Dillard  its  $250,000  apportionment  from 
the  Black  College  Fund  immediately  as 
well  as  an  additional  $50,000  from  the 
University  College  Fund  to  help  with 
hurricane  relief,  said  the  Rev.  Jerome 
King  Del  Pino,  top  staff  executive. 

Wanda  Bigham,  staff  executive  for 
schools,  colleges,  and  universities,  said 
the  agency  would  pay  for  transportation 
home  for  the  students  still  left  at 
Centenary. 

Angella  Current-Felder,  executive 
director  of  the  Office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships,  said  her  office  has  already 
received  calls  from  students  at  Tulane 
and  other  colleges  closed  because  of  the 
hurricane. 


Dillard  president  releases  status  statement 


Dr.  Marvalene  Hughes,  President 
of  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  today  announced  that 
administrators  of  the  liberal  arts  insti¬ 
tution  are  working  diligently  to  decide 
when  and  how  Dillard  will  reopen. 

Hughes  said  in  an  interview  today 
that  administrators  expect  to  return 
to  campus  as  soon  as  possible  to 
assess  the  restoration  needs  of  build¬ 
ings. 

Hurricane  Katrina  damaged  sever¬ 
al  buildings  on  campus  and  many 
trees  are  down. 

Due  to  the  breech  in  the  17th 
Street  Canal  levee  the  campus  was 
severely  damaged  when  devastating 
floodwaters  resulted  in  five  to  eight 
feet  of  water. 

Dr.  Hughes  said,  “We  face  tremen¬ 
dous  challenges;  however,  I  want  to 
personally  reassure  the  Dillard  com¬ 
munity  and  the  public  that  we  will 
continue  to  offer  education  for  our 
students.  Our  spirits  are  strong  and 
our  will  unbroken.  Dillard  will  be 
back  and  better  than  ever.” 

The  following  action  plan  is  being 
executed  immediately: 

•  As  of  September  1, 2005,  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  evacuated  to  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 
have  been  safely  returned  to  their 
parents  or  guardians. 

•  We  have  committed  to  all  regis¬ 
tered  students  that  they  will  not  lose 
academic  credit  for  this  academic  year. 
The  Provost  is  currently  developing  a 
plan  to  provide  the  required  weeks  of 
instruction. 

Once  developed,  the  plan  will  be 


available  on  the  web  site 

http:/ / www.salliemae.com/katrina/. 

•  Instruction  will  resume  as  quickly 
as  possible  following  clearance  to 
return  to  New  Orleans.  We  are  cur¬ 
rently  exploring  options  for  alterna¬ 
tive  classroom  space,  sites,  and  teach¬ 
ing  and  learning  modalities. 

•  A  locator  registry  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  on  http://www.dillard.html  to 
allow  faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  friends 
to  identify  their  locations. 

•  We  will  need  significant  support 
from  alumni,  friends,  corporations, 
foundations  and  government  agen¬ 
cies  to  rebuild  Dillard’s  physical  infra¬ 
structure. 

As  part  of  our  plan,  Dillard  needs 
significant  cash  investments  from 
alumni,  government,  foundations, 
corporations,  and  friends  to  restore 
the  physical  infrastructure,  equip¬ 
ment  and  academic  instructional 
materials. 

More  than  68  prominent  universi¬ 
ties  around  the  nation  are  offering 
their  campuses  and  their  services  to 
aid  Dillard  students  during  the  fall 
semester. 

Many  are  generous  enough  to  offer 
a  free  education  to  students,  includ¬ 
ing  room,  board  and  tuition.  We  are 
grateful  and  reassured  by  our  gener¬ 
ous  colleagues  and  by  offers  from 
numerous  community  agencies,  lead¬ 
ing  national  organizations  and  affili¬ 
ate  churches. 

We  recommit  to  our  students  and 
the  entire  Dillard  community  that  we 
will  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  pre¬ 
serve  Dillard’s  legacy  and  ideals. 
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Evacuees  from  Hurricane  Katrina  enjoy  the  makeshift  comforts  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 


Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  hosts  evacuees 


Carolyn  Magee,  a  member  of 
Trinity'  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston,  La.,  marvels  at  how  the 
church's  shelter  for  Hurricane 
Katrina  evacuees  has  evolved. 

"We're  making  this  up  as  we  go 
along.  Unfortunately,  we  don’t  have 
a  play  book  for  a  disaster  of  this 
magnitude,"  said  Magee,  whose 
Chiirth  has  offered  shelter  to  evac¬ 
uees  from  previous  storms. 

Trinity  UMC  is  currently  housing 
180  people,  although  the  number 
fluctuates  daily.  "Some  people  who 
were  with  us  have  been  able  to 
return  home  to  places  like 
Ponchatoula  and  Moss  Point.  Others 
may  be  with  us  for  months.  No  mat¬ 
ter  what,  we'll  be  here  as  long  as 
we're  needed,"  she  said. 

United  Methodist  churches  in 
Ruston  are  partnering  with  Trinity 
UMC  to  staff  the  center,  provide  sup¬ 
plies  and  offer  spiritual  support  to 
evacuees.  A  clothes  closet  is  bursting 
at  the  seams,  and  any  requests  for 
items  needed  are  met  immediately 
through  the  generosity  of  church 
members  and  people  throughout  the 
community. 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church  is 
providing  extra  shower  facilities,  and 
Rev.  Connie  Breaux  with  Grambling 
State  University's  Wesley  Foundation 
has  been  organizing  regular  worship 
services  for  the  refugees. 

Close  to  50  of  the  children  housed 
in  the  shelter  are  registering  to 
attend  public  schools  in  Ruston. 
Trinity  UMC  is  also  working  with  the 
local  community  to  place  adults  in 
temporary  jobs.  "Our  task  is  not  only 
to  provide  immediate  relief  but  to 
transition  as  many  folks  as  possible 
into  temporary  housing  and  employ¬ 
ment.  Once  their  feet  are  on  the 
ground,  then  they  can  seek  more 
permanent  solutions,"  said  Brian 
Mercer,  youth  director  for  Trinity 
UMC  and  shelter  volunteer. 

When  residents  leave  the  shelter, 


they  are  given  several  bags  of  gro¬ 
ceries  and  needed  items  to  help 
them  get  started  again. 

A  middle-aged  woman  staying  at 
the  shelter  was  going  through  used 
clothing  to  find  something  to  wear. 

"I  never  thought  I  would  be  the  one 
doing  this,"  she  said.  T've  always 
been  the  volunteer  at  my  church 
helping  others.  Now  it's  my  turn  to 
be  helped." 

Mercer  added  that  God's  presence 
has  been  evident  the  entire  time  the 
shelter  has  existed.  "We'll  be  talking 
about  this  need  or  that  need  and  all 
of  a  sudden,  someone  walks  through 
the  door  to  fill  it.  Once,  we  had  a 
minor  medical  emergency,  and  a 
nurse  arrived  right  at  that  moment." 

Shelter  volunteers  are  observing 
that  the  needs  of  evacuees  are 
increasing  as  time  goes  on. 

"Fourteen  folks  arrived  last  night. 
They  had  been  rescued  by  boat  in 
New  Orleans,  and  were  exhausted 
and  dehydrated.  One  woman  mirac¬ 
ulously  found  her  way  to  us  after 
being  taken  from  a  hotel,  boated  to 
the  highway,  and  left  on  a  highway 
ramp,"  said  Mercer. 

Residents  of  the  shelter  include 
three-week-old  twins,  several  diabet¬ 
ics  and  folks  with  physical  disabili¬ 
ties  like  cerebral  palsy.  "We  have  a 
number  of  volunteer  nurses  who 
tend  to  minor  medical  needs;  those 
with  more  serious  problems,  we  take 
to  a  hospital,"  said  Magee. 

"People  have  been  so  generous. 
Local  furniture  stores,  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  folks  in  the  community 
have  provided  food,  supplies  and 
mattresses,"  she  added. 

A  local  woman  named  Donna  has 
provided  a  number  of  trailer  homes 
for  families  to  live  in,  free  of  charge. 
TWo  brothers,  75-year-old  Melvin 
and  78-year-old  Joe,  are  now  living  in 
one  of  the  trailers.  "Melvin  and  Joe 
are  from  the  Ninth  Ward  in  New 
Orleans. 


A  volunteer  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  top,  prepares  food  for  evac¬ 
uees  from  Hurricane  Katrina,  including  Ann  and  Aliana  Pierre,  above. 


First  UMC.  Alexandria,  shelters  storm  evacuees 


Throughout  the  ages  when  a  person 
has  sought  refuge,  the  church  has  always 
been  there.  Here  in  this  modern  age 
nothing  has  changed.  The  devastation 
left  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina  has 
opened  the  hearts,  minds  and  doors  of 
United  Methodist  Churches  to  those 
seeking  refuge  from  the  storm. 

An  example  of  this  is  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  (FUMCA)  in 
Alexandria,  Louisiana,  a  certified  Red 
Cross  Shelter.  FUMCA  opened  it’s  doors 
to  those  fleeing  Katrina  on  Saturday 
night,  August  27th  and  hasn’t  looked 
back.  Since  opening,  FUMCA  has  been 
the  home  to  126  people  from  New 
Orleans  and  surrounding  areas.  The 
kitchen  staff  at  FUMCA  has  worked  non¬ 
stop  to  supply  over  400  meals  so  far.  As 
Casey  Kelley,  kitchen  supervisor,  said, 
"We  may  not  have  much  of  a 
Superdome  in  Louisiana  any  more,  but 


we  have  a  Super  Bowl  here  at  FUMCA 
and  we  will  continue  to  keep  dishing 
food  out  of  that  bowl  as  long  as  we  are 
needed.” 

On  Wednesday,  August  31st,  a  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  with  a  Red  Cross  represen¬ 
tative,  Rev.  Maty  Beth  Foye  (Associate 
Pastor  at  FUMCA)  and  the  residents  of 
the  shelter.  Discussed  were  long  range 
plans  for  getting  everyone  settled  into 
the  area.  As  Rev.  Mary  Beth  spoke  to  the 
group  about  coordinating  a  list  of  school 
age  children  in  preparation  for  enrolling 
these  children  in  local  schools  and  a  list 
of  adults’  skills  to  help  them  locate  job 
opportunities  a  soundless  news  program 
showing  the  evacuation  of  New  Orleans 
was  projected  onto  the  screen  behind 
her.  It  is  a  scene  normally  only  played 
out  in  Hollywood  melodramas  or  made 
for  TV  movies,  but  to  these  families  it  is  a 
reality. 
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Storm  Recovery  Center  connects  resources  with  requests 


The  La.  Annual  Conference,  in  response 
to  the  overwhelming  communication  and 
response  needs  resulting  from  Hurricane 
Katrina,  has  established  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center. 

The  Center  will  be  housed  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  of  the  Conference  Area  Offices  in 


Baton  Rouge,  and  will  be  staffed  from  8 
a.m.-7  p.m.,  Monday-Friday. 

The  toll  free  number  is  (877)  345-5193 
and  the  number  for  the  Baton  Rouge  call¬ 
ing  area  is  346-5193.  Email  the  center  at 
stormrelief@bellsouth.net. 

The  Center’s  focus  is  to  connect 


resources  with  requests  for  help.  People  are 
offering  volunteers  services,  goods  and 
monetary  donations. 

Through  the  Center,  these  offers  will  be 
matched  up  with  the  many  requests  for 
assistance  that  will  be  generated  by  sur¬ 
vivors  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 


For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
Hurricane  Katrina 
recovery  efforts,  visit  the 
La.  Conference  web  site  at 

www.la-umc.org 

or  contact  the  La. 
United  Methodist 
Storm  Recovery  Center 

at  (877)  345-5193. 


UMCOR  needs  specific 
items  to  aid  in  recovery 

Lodging  and  meal  accommodations 
at  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  are  now  fill¬ 
ing  fast.  Email  volunteers@sager- 
brown.org  or  call  (800)  334-4221  to 
make  reservations  for  the  fall. 

Priority  needs  at  this  time  are: 

-  Health  kits 

-  Flood  buckets 

-  School  kits 

-  Blankets 

-  Air  mattresses 

-  Chain  saws 

-  Heavy  gloves 

Please  notify  Sager-Brown  at  (337) 
578-3562  when  a  shipment  is  heading 
our  way.  We  must  have  the  name  and 
cell  phone  of  the  driver. 
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New  Orleans  Children's  Home  residents  ride 


Keith  Rhodes,  executive  director  of  The 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans,  had  planned  to  take  a  relaxing 
fishing  trip  on  Saturday,  Aug.  27. 

Instead,  that  morning  Rhodes  was  rapid¬ 
ly  putting  into  place  the  evacuation  of  36 
residents  and  13  staff  members  of  the  home 
to  its  sister  facility  in  Ruston.  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  as 
they  fled  the  path  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 


“We  knew  this  storm  was  going  to  be  a 
serious  event.  The  children  prepared  for  the 
trip  to  Ruston,  packing  three  sets  of  clothes 
and  medication.  We  hoped  that  the  storm 
would  take  the  route  of  other  storms  and 
veer  away  from  New  Orleans.  But  we  were 
wrong,”  said  Rhodes. 

As  with  previous  storms,  the  children’s 
home  in  Ruston  welcomed  its  New  Orleans 
counterpart  with  open  arms.  “We  all  hoped 


out  storm  in  Ruston 

that  our  stay  would  be  for  just  a  few  days. 
We  hunkered  down  and  waited  for  the 
storm  to  hit.  When  the  worst  happened,  we 
knew  our  group  would  be  in  Ruston  for 
much  longer,”  added  Rhodes. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  administration 
of  both  children’s  homes  currently  predict 
that  the  evacuees  could  remain  in  north 
Louisiana  for  up  to  six  months. 

See  Children,  page  3 


Body  of  Christ 


More  than  180  people  attended  worship  services  held  Sept.  1 1  on  the  front  steps  and  lawn  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell.  The  church  was  devastated  by  flood  waters  rising  nearly  five  feet  throughout  the  campus  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt,  associate  pastor  at  First  UMC,  officiated  at  the  service,  improvising  with  saltine  crackers  and  a  mixture  of 
grape  juice  and  cranberry  drink.  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor,  was  in  Memphis  attending  the  funeral  of  his  aunt.  Hilbun  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  camper  and  is  setting  it  up  in  Slidell  to  live  in  until  his  house  in  Eden  Isles  is  gutted  and  reconstructed.  The  home  of 
Hilbun  and  his  wife  Aleeva  was  devastated  in  the  storm."The  service  was  a  powerful,  uplifting  time  of  praise  and  thankfulness 
for  the  many  blessings  given  to  us  by  God. The  Body  of  Christ  was  alive  and  stood  as  a  living  testimony  on  Third  Street  in 
Slidell,"  said  Hewitt.  See  related  story,  page  4. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Reflections  After  the  Stormy  Blast 


It  is  now  two  full  weeks  after  Katrina 
made  her  unwelcome  visit  to  our  shores  and 
those  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  The  dev¬ 
astation  we  thought  we  understood  is  just 
beginning  to  emerge  in  its  entirety.  As  each 
block  is  cleared  of  trees  and  as  the  floodwa- 
ters  recede  on  each  street,  we  experience 
another  view  of  catastrophe  we  had  not  seen 
before.  The  unfolding  revelation  of  destruc¬ 
tion  is  extremely  exhausting  and  sometimes 
demoralizing.  Yet,  in  the  midst  of  it  all  the 
firm  Word  and  will  of  our  God  stays  strong 
among  us  -  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the 
close  of  the  age."  How  grateful  we  are  that 
our  God  is  with  us. 

The  response  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  this  unprecedented  disaster  is 
beyond  my  limited  comprehension.  I  have 
been  part  of  and  witnessed  the  work  of  the 
church  for  my  63  years  on  this  earth.  Never 
have  I  felt  the  church  has  been  more  the 
"body  of  Christ"  than  I  do  at  this  moment. 
Small  and  large,  rural  and  urban,  affluent  and 
poor,  fundamental  and  liberal,  healthy  and 
unhealthy,  weak  and  strong,  new  and  old  -  all 
the  parts  of  the  body  have  responded  with 
loving  care  and  physical  presence  and  pres¬ 
ents.  Our  state  is  overrun  with  those  wanting 
to  help,  and  with  supplies  for  sustaining  life 
and  for  starting  over.  Funds  are  coming  in  to 
give  agencies,  the  church  among  them,  the 
ability  to  purchase  needed  items  and  provide 
support  in  ways  that  physical  presence  won't 
address.  The  response  has  been  truly  "holy", 
in  the  full  sense  of  that  word. 

The  New  Orleans  District  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  took  the  brunt  of  the 
storm  in  Louisiana.  There  isn’t  a  church  or  a 
parsonage  in  this  entire  District  of  some  78 
churches  that  hasn't  been  severely  affected. 
Other  Districts  sustained  damage,  but  none 
to  the  extent  of  New  Orleans.  Some  93  pas¬ 
tors  and  the  District  Superintendent  serve  the 
78  New  Orleans  District  Churches  and 
Institutions.  Many  of  these  have  been  totally 
displaced  from  their  point  of  service.  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  District  Superintendent, 
has  moved  his  office  temporarily  to  Baton 
Rouge  because  his  office  in  New  Orleans  is 
in  a  flooded  church  building. 

With  no  church  or  institution  to  return  to, 
or  with  the  church  so  severely  impacted  that 
budgets  have  been  decimated,  EVERY  pastor 
under  appointment,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  has  asked  for  temporary  or  long  term  aid 
in  receiving  salary  supplements  and  benefits 
support.  We  have  arranged  for  a  system  by 
which  we  will  give  salary  grants  and  provide 
benefits  in  the  form  of  health  insurance  and 
pension  payments  for  the  near  to  long  term 
future  for  all  who  have  need.  At  this  time, 
we  have  calculated  that  we  will  need  some 
$1.1  million  to  fund  this  between  now  and 
December  31, 2005.  What  we  do  beyond 
that  will  have  to  be  negotiated  as  we  go. 

A  special  fund  for  Louisiana  relief  has 
been  established  with  the  encouragement  and 
approval  of  UMCOR.  That  fond  is 
"Bishop's  Appeal  -  LA  Katrina"  and  checks 
should  be  made  to  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  sent  to  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

We  also  are  seeking  churches  that  are 
interested  in  aligning  with  specific  churches 
in  Louisiana  to  serve  as  "Sister  Churches." 
This  relationship  would  allow  for  salary  sup¬ 
port,  apportionment  support,  and  housing 
needs  support.  When  foe  church  is  ready  to 
begin  rebuilding,  other  areas  of  needed  sup¬ 
port  will  become  apparent. 

We  also  are  grateful  for  surrounding 
Conferences  who  have  worked  tirelessly  to 
provide  places  of  service  where  we  can 
appoint  our  displaced  clergy  temporarily. 


The  support  of  fellow 
Bishops  and  appointive 
cabinets  has  been  a 
true  blessing.  Their 
generosity  and  care  has 
been  so  magnanimous 
that  we  could  send 
most  of  our 
Conference  and  still 
not  fill  them  all! 

In  addition  to  this 
very  specific  way  foe 
church  can  respond  to 
Katrina  and  is  responding,  there  is  another 
and  a  deeper  way.  The  church  can  respond 
as  foe  servant  of  The  Servant.  Now  is  foe 
time  for  foe  church  to  don  foe  robe  of  servi¬ 
tude  and  immerse  her  hands  in  foe  muck  and 
mud  and  help  lift  people  out  of  despair  and 
destruction.  Those  who  are  homeless  and 
who  have  lost  hope  are  not  interested  in  our 
political  agendas  and  disagreements  or  in 
who  gets  foe  recognition  for  rescue  and 
responsiveness.  The  least  of  these  simply 
need  loving  arms  to  surround  them,  caring 
hands  to  feed  them,  and  open  hearts  to 
receive  them  into  their  lives,  homes,  and 
churches.  Let  us  not  delay  foe  healing 
process  with  our  other  agendas  at  this  time. 
There  will  be  time  enough  for  that.  The  sys¬ 
tem  that  created  foe  possibility  for  such 
destruction  and  inequity  has  been  in  place  a 
long  time  and  it  won't  be  solved  in  the 
immediate  present.  That  is  an  agenda  for  a 
changed  humanity,  which  also  is  the  work  of 
the  church.  That  agenda  must  and  will  be 
addressed  when  foe  immediate  human  need 
is  met  and  the  rebuilding  begins. 

I  am  so  humbled  by  foe  total  unity  of  the 
body  of  Christ  at  work.  There  has  been  no 
sense  of  strife  within  foe  United  Methodist 
Churches  of  Louisiana.  All  of  our  churches  - 
and  all  of  our  clergy  -  have  truly  been  uni¬ 
fied  in  our  response.  We  have  worked  long 
and  hard  at  that  unity  and  we  praise  God  that 
our  efforts  have  been  honored  by  God's 
grace  and  spirit  and  it  is  serving  God  well 
now.  As  our  churches  put  their  shoulders  to 
foe  wheels  of  need  as  one  body  in  Christ,  I 
believe  foe  world  will  see  foe  truth  and  foe 
embodiment  of  the  prayer  of  Jesus  that  we 
should  all  be  one. 

God  is  firmly  in  this  disaster.  God  is  not 
foe  cause  of  foe  disaster,  but  is  firmly  pres¬ 
ent.  Psalm  29  has  been  a  strength  and  shield 
for  me  through  all  of  these  long  and  exhaust¬ 
ing  days.  In  this  "Hymn  to  foe  God  of  the 
Storm,"  foe  power  of  the  storm  is  poetically 
portrayed  as  the  voice  of  the  Lord  that  causes 
thunder  and  lightning,  and  which  breaks  the 
cedars  and  shakes  the  wilderness.  The  oaks 
are  made  to  whirl  and  the  forests  are  stripped 
bare.  And  all  foe  while,  in  foe  temple  of 
God,  all  foe  people  are  crying,  "Glory!" 

Then  come  the  final  two  verses  of  this 
magnificent  Psalm: 

"The  Lord  sits  enthroned  over  the  flood; 
foe  Lord  sits  enthroned  as  king  for  ever. 

May  the  Lord  give  strength  to  his  people! 
May  the  Lord  bless  his  people  with  peace!" 

The  Lord  has  reigned  in  majestic  peace 
above  foe  storm.  The  Lord  has  reigned  in 
majestic  peace  above  Katrina.  The  Lord  is 
reigning  in  majestic  peace  above  our  own 
human  foibles  and  frailties  and  mistakes. 

The  Lord  reigns!  The  Lord  has  blessed  us 
with  peace  that  passes  understanding.  The 
Lord  has  given  strength  to  foe  Lord's  people. 
Praise  to  foe  Lord! 

William  W.  Hutchinson 

Bishop,  Louisiana  Conference 

fa/J 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Editor's  Note 


It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  you  are 
personally  blessed  by  the  stories  of 
hope,  courage  and  Christian  action 
found  in  the  pages  of  this  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!  These  are  only  a  few  of 
the  hundreds  of  stories  to  be  told  regard¬ 
ing  the  church’s  response  to  foe  after¬ 
math  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  paper’s  mission  over  the  next 
few  months  is  to  share  as  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  is  possible  regarding  the  generos¬ 
ity  and  spirit  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  Annual 
Conference. 


Every  local  congregation  has  con¬ 
tributed  in  some  way.  Please  let  us  hear 
from  your  church  if  you  have  not  sent  us 
information  already.  Help  us  tell  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  amazing  spirit  witnessed  as 
Louisiana’s  United  Methodists  have 
reached  out  to  help  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  crisis. 

God’s  blessings, 

Betty  Backstrom 

Editor  of  Louisiana  Now! 


Displaced  pastors  from  throughout  the  New  Orleans  District  gathered  with 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  Sept.  6  in  the  chapel  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. The  pastors  prayed  together  and  offered  support  to  one 
another.  Bishop  Hutchinson  shared  vital  information  with  the  group  regarding 
short  term  and  long  term  steps  being  taken  to  restore  active  ministry  in  the 
storm  affected  areas  of  Louisiana. 
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Antoinette  Scott  is  reunited  with  her  three-year-old  son,  Arramis,  after  being  sep¬ 
arated  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  Caney  Conference  Center  Manager  James 
Parkerson  played  an  instrumental  role  in  the  reunion. 


Caney  manager  helps  reunite  mother,  son 


James  Parkerson,  manager  of  Caney 
Conference  Center  in  Minden,  found 
himself  in  the  middle  of  an  emotional 
reunion  of  mother  and  child  on  Sept.  13. 
Antionette  Scott,  an  employee  of  the 
New  Orleans  Housing  Authority,  evacu¬ 
ated  with  her  19-year-old  son  and  10- 
year-old  daughter  to  the  Caney  Center, 
fleeing  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  Scott 
was  working  in  New  Orleans  until  the 
last  minute,  helping  others  to  safely 
evacuate  the  city.  When  she  picked  up 
the  two  children  from  home  in  prepara¬ 
tion  to  leave,  Scott  tried  to  contact  the 
godparents  of  her  3 -year-old  son 
Arramis.  The  couple  was  babysitting 
him  at  the  time.  Cell  phones  were  down, 
and  after  many  attempts,  Scott  was  final¬ 
ly  forced  to  evacuate,  not  knowing  the 
whereabouts  of  Arramis  and  his  godpar¬ 
ents. 

Staff  and  volunteers  at  the  Caney 
Center  worked  tirelessly  in  the  search 
for  the  3-year-old  boy.  Attempts  to  find 


him  through  missing  persons  databases 
on  the  Internet  proved  futile. 

Finally,  two  weeks  after  the  stonn, 
Antionette ’s  cell  phone  rang.  It  was  the 
godparents  of  Arramis,  saying  that  they 
had  safely  evacuated  to  a  National 
Guard  base  in  Smyrna,  Term. 

After  hearing  Scott’s  story,  the  owner 
of  an  Arkansas  gas  company  generously 
loaned  his  private  plane  to  transport  her 
to  Tennessee,  where  she  was  reunited 
with  her  son. 

Parkerson  accompanied  her  on  the 
flight,  and  was  allowed  to  sit  in  the  co¬ 
pilot  seat.  “The  entire  experience  was  so 
heartwarming.  I  am  proud  of  the  efforts 
of  our  volunteers  in  trying  to  locate  little 
Arramis.  I  pray  that  every  missing  child 
will  soon  be  reunited  with  his  or  her 
family.”  Antionette  Scott  plans  to  relo¬ 
cate  in  Minden,  and  the  staff  and  volun¬ 
teers  at  the  Caney  Center  shelter  are  cur¬ 
rently  helping  her  with  job  and  housing 
placement. 


Adley  working  to  transport  separated  children 


Claudia  Adley,  member  of  Benton 
United  Methodist  Church  and  wife  of  State 
Rep.  Robert  Adley,  is  currently  working 
cooperatively  with  the  Louisiana  and  Texas 
Departments  of  Social  Services  and  the 
National  Office  of  Missing  Children  in 
connecting  missing  children  with  their 
families. 

Adley  is  currently  soliciting  a  network  of 
volunteers  for  transportation  of  the  children 
back  to  their  loved  ones.  “Reuniting  adults 


is  a  much  easier  task.  Minor  children  must 
be  accompanied  by  an  approved  adult  as 
they  travel  to  meet  their  families,”  she  said. 

Please  contact  Adley  at  (3 1 8)  393-90 1 1 
or  email  adleyr@legis.state.la.us,  or  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery 
Center  at  (877)  345-5193  or  346-5193  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  calling  area  to  offer  assis¬ 
tance.  The  email  address  for  the  Storm 
Recovery  Center  is  stormrelief@bell- 
south.net. 


Mental  health  hotline  established  for  Katrina 


The  General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  has  arranged  through 
United  Behavioral  Health  (UBH)  to  pro¬ 
vide  assistance  to  those  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Call  the  toll-free  24- 
hour  crisis  hotline  at  (866)  615-8700. 

Callers  can  speak  with  counselors  to 
help  them  handle  the  difficult  emotions 


they  may  experience  and  receive  referrals 
from  a  national  database  of  community 
resources  to  help  them  with  specific  con¬ 
cerns,  such  as  financial  and  legal  issues. 
Callers  who  may  have  suffered  physical 
trauma  or  symptoms  will  be  transferred  to 
a  nurse  who  will  be  able  to  provide  health 
education  and  decision  support. 


Keith  Rhodes,  Executive  Director  of  The  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans, 
third  from  left,  works  with  other  staff  members  after  they  relocated  the  residents  of 
their  home  to  the  Ruston  Children's  Home  in  advance  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 


Children  /  from  page  7 


Terrel  DeVille,  president  and  CEO  of 
the  Ruston  home,  has  worked  hand  in  hand 
with  Rhodes  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  children  and  staff.  “We  quickly  real¬ 
ized  that  we  needed  more  permanent  hous¬ 
ing  for  our  guests.  Volunteers  stepped  in  to 
clean  out  and  renovate  several  buildings  on 
the  campus  previously  used  for  outreach 
programs  or  storage.  I  can’t  say  enough 
about  the  staff,  many  of  whom  have  pulled 
double  duty  throughout  this  transition,” 
said  DeVille. 

Not  all  of  the  residents  of  the  New 
Orleans  home  are  in  Ruston.  “Our  system 
is  part  of  a  large  foster  care  program.  Some 
of  the  children  are  with  their  families  on 
home  passes.  Others  are  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  country  with  family  in  cities  like 
Houston,  Nashville  and  Little  Rock,”  said 
Rhodes. 

The  children  are  well  cared  for,  but  are 
having  trouble  adjusting  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  “Their  losses  are  great. 
Some  have  lost  family  members,  and  oth¬ 
ers  are  missing.  Many  of  the  families  are 
not  computer  savvy,  and  don’t  know  how 
to  search  the  web  for  their  missing  loved 
ones,”  said  Rhodes. 

In  the  face  of  this  disaster,  the  evacuees 
are  fortunate  to  have  this  particular  refuge. 
“The  La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  a 
state  of  the  art  therapeutic  facility.  Our  staff 
is  well  versed  in  dealing  with  children  in 
crisis,  and  our  counselors  are  working 
overtime  to  help  them  with  their  concerns. 
Everyone  is  going  out  of  their  way  to  make 
the  children  feel  at  home  and  as  safe  as 
possible,”  said  DeVille. 

The  children  are  familiar  with  the  staff 
and  facility  because  of  previous  evacua¬ 
tions,  including  one  last  year  during 
Hurricane  Ivan.  “They  enjoy  it  here  so 
much  that  nine-year-old  didn't  want  to 
leave  after  the  last  storm.  They  are  more 


secure  here  than  they  would  be  in  a  lot  of 
places,”  said  Rhodes. 

The  staff  and  teachers  at  the  school 
have  worked  extremely  hard,  but  DeVille 
stresses  that  the  facility  needs  more  help. 
“We  are  interviewing  people  right  now  for 
extra  positions.” 

DeVille  speaks  highly  of  the  staff  and 
children  who  are  now  the  newest  residents 
of  the  Ruston  campus. 

“This  is  truly  a  partnership.  Everyone 
has  been  extremely  cooperative  and  has 
given  sacriftcially  to  make  things  happen.” 

Offers  of  help  have  also  streamed  in 
from  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Children's  Homes.  “We’ve 
heard  from  homes  in  Georgia, 
Pennsylvania,  and  others.  Dozens  of  other 
agencies  have  sent  materials  and  money,” 
said  DeVille. 

Keith  Rhodes,  whose  wife  and  twin  1 9- 
month-old  daughters  are  with  him  in 
Ruston,  is  grateful  for  their  situation. 
However,  he  suffers  from  the  same  emo¬ 
tional  strain  experienced  by  the  evacuated 
children  of  New  Orleans. 

“This  is  like  a  nightmare  that  you  just 
can’t  wake  up  from.  You  hope  that  you 
can  close  your  eyes,  and  that  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  things  would  be  back  the  way  they 
used  to  be.” 

One  of  the  realities  both  administrators 
are  having  to  face  is  a  significant  loss  of 
their  donor  base.  “Of  course,  a  major  num¬ 
ber  of  the  New  Orleans  givers  have  been 
displaced.  We  in  Ruston  are  also  affected 
because  eight  percent  of  our  donor  base  is 
from  the  Crescent  City  area,”  said  DeVille. 

Donations  to  the  children’s  homes  may 
be  made  out  to:  La.  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  P.  O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273- 
0929.  For  a  non-monetary  donation, 
please  contact  Jane  Ellen  Boothe  at  (3 1 8) 
242-4638. 


i 


4 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


September  23,2005 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  (left),  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell, 

La.,  looks  at  donated  goods  at  First  Church  Baton  Rouge  with  the  Rev.  Gerald 
Richardson,  Louisiana  disaster  coordinator.  Hilbun  is  one  of  many  pastors  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  dislocated  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  and  his  church 
Was  flooded.  UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  Christy  Smith 

Pastor:"We  will  rise  from  the  ashes" 


The  day  after  Katrina  whirled  ashore, 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  waded  two  and  a 
halfblocks  through  waist-deep  water, 
avoiding  balls  of  fire  ants,  snakes  and 
rats,  to  get  to  his  church.  First  United 
Methodist  of  Slidell,  La. 

The  55-year-old  pastor,  a  Memphis, 
Term.,  native  and  graduate  of  United 
Methodist-related  Lambuth  University  in 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  managed  to  drive  back 
into  Slidell  before  the  barricades  went 
up.  He  and  his  wife  had  weathered  the 
storm  with  his  aunt,  Marilyn  Hunt,  a 
retired  Air  Force  nurse,  in  her  apartment 
in  Ocean  Springs,  near  Biloxi,  Miss. 

“I  went  to  Ocean  Springs  to  get  my 
aunt  and  take  her  to  Memphis,  but  she 
refused  to  go,”  Hilbun  said.  “So  my 
wife,  Eleeva,  and  I,  my  aunt  and  a  friend 
of  hers  were  only  four  miles  from  the 
beach  when  Katrina  came  ashore.” 

The  apartment  complex  was  battered 
for  12  hours  with  145-  to  155-mile-an- 
hour  winds.  The  eye  passed  within  two 
miles. 

After  watching  huge  chunks  of  ply¬ 
wood,  shingles,  windows  and  siding  fly 
by,  Hilbun  feared  the  worst  for  the  build¬ 
ing  that  houses  his  1 ,700-member  con¬ 
gregation.  He  was  determined  to  get 
back  into  Slidell. 

After  his  slog  through  drowned 
streets,  he  found  the  city-block-wide 
building  still  standing  —  in  three  feet  of 
water. 

“There  was  an  eerie  silence  inside,” 
Hilbun  said.  “The  sun  was  reflecting 
from  the  water  onto  the  ceiling,  and  you 
could  hear  dripping.  Hymn  books  were 
floating  everywhere.  The  carpet  was 
bubbling  up  from  the  floor,  the  sheet 
rock  coming  down. 

“But  we  will  rebuild,”  he  said.  “We 
will  rise  from  the  ashes  and  continue  to 


serve  in  ministry  in  that  place.” 

His  congregation,  he  said,  is 
“resilient,  creative  and  energetic.”  He 
has  received  e-mails  and  phone  calls  *>T‘ 
from  members  in  states  as  widely  scat¬ 
tered  as  Texas,  Florida,  Oklahoma, 
Georgia,  Michigan  and  Arkansas. 

“I’m  encouraging  them  to  go  work  at 
the  nearest  United  Methodist  church  to 
help  with  the  stream  of  refugees,” 

Hilbun  said.  “We  still  have  a  task,  to  do 
God’s  own  redemptive  work  wherever 
we  are.” 

Hilbun ’s  own  home  by  Lake 
Pontchartrain  was  under  25  feet  of 
water,  so  he  took  his  family  north  to 
Memphis,  where  his  parents  live.  The 
drive,  which  took  12  hours  instead  of  the 
more  usual  five  and  a  half,  was  an  obsta¬ 
cle  course. 

“Trees  down,  power  lines  down, 
commercial  shrimp  boats  grounded, 
abandoned  vehicles  everywhere,  people 
walking  with  siphons  and  cans  —  look¬ 
ing  for  gas  —  and  in  many  places  only 
one  open  lane,”  he  said.  He  also 
described  massive  convoys  of  National 
Guard  trucks,  tree  trimmers  and  electric 
company  repair  tracks  streaming  south. 

“We  had  to  pull  over  for  the  con¬ 
voys,”  he  said.  During  one  stop,  he 
talked  to  a  woman  who  was  trying  to  get 
her  grandchildren  to  a  place  of  safety. 

“She  looked  to  be  about  80,”  he  said. 
“She  and  the  two  children,  maybe 
fourth-  or  fifth-graders,  had  been  in  a 
shelter  in  Pearl  River,  La.  She  said  the 
conditions  there  were  so  bad  that  she 
knew  she  had  to  get  them  away  from  the 
coast. 

“She  found  a  car  and  just  started  driv¬ 
ing.  You  could  see  the  resilience  and 
strength  in  her  face.  She  was  one  tough 
lady.” 


Pastor's  concern:  return  of  congregation 


Hadley  Edwards,  pastor 
of  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  has  not  seen  his 
devastated  church  to  date. 

However,  information 
found  on  the  internet  tells 
him  that  flood  waters  in 
that  area  rose  to  1 1  feet  at 
their  highest,  and  were  probably  down  to 
nine  feet  on  Monday. 

“Bethany  UMC  is  located  less  than  two 
miles  from  Lake  Ponchartrain  and  about 
four  miles  away  from  the  1 7th  street 
canal.” 

“The  sanctuary  was  primarily  a  glass 
structure,  with  glass  walls  across  the  back 
and  down  the  side.  I’m  assuming  we  had 
breakage  from  the  pressure  of  the  water,” 
said  Edwards. 

He  is  more  confident  that  the  building 
used  as  a  cafeteria  may  still  be  standing.  “It 
is  an  older  building,  made  entirely  of  con¬ 
crete  blocks.” 

Edwards  is  staying  in  touch  with  his 
scattered  congregation  by  providing  a  daily 
email  devotional.  “We  have  a  lot  of  folks  in 
Houston,  Dallas  and  Atlanta.”  He  is  resid¬ 
ing  in  Dallas,  staying  with  the  pastor  of  St. 
Luke  Community  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  displaced  pastor  from  New 
Orleans  stays  busy  by  volunteering  at  a 
relief  center  in  Dallas. 

Edwards’  host  church  has  not  only  wel¬ 
comed  him,  but  has  provided  assistance 
and  a  spiritual  home  for  several  displaced 
members  of  Bethany  UMC.  “The  warmth  n 


they  have  shown  us  demonstrates  the  ‘open 
hearts’  of  United  Methodists.  I  have  truly 
discovered  the  meaning  of  the  connectional 
church.” 

Edwards  is  concerned  that  a  number  of 
his  flock  may  not  return  once  New  Orleans 
is  rebuilt.  “The  younger  couples  with  chil¬ 
dren  had  to  get  their  children  in  school,  and 
I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  school 
for  a  year  in  our  part  of  New  Orleans. 

Some  of  them  may  decide  to  ultimately 
stay  where  they  are.” 

He  shares  the  same  concern  regarding 
the  older  members  of  Bethany  UMC’s  con¬ 
gregation,  which  stood  at  close  to  900 
members.  “Many  of  them  evacuated  to 
their  children’s  homes  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  In  some  cases,  their  kids  have 
been  trying  to  get  them  to  move  closer  for 
years.  Once  they’ve  settled  in,  it  may  be 
less  appealing  to  move  back  and  fight  the 
battles  of  rebuilding,”  said  Edwards. 

However,  this  optimistic  United 
Methodist  refuses  to  give  up  hope.  “It  is 
devastating,  but  I  don’t  think  this  situation 
is  beyond  God.  I  still  see  a  glimmer  of 
hope.  The  church  in  New  Orleans  will  rise, 
because  it  is  such  a  significant  part  of  the 
lifeblood  of  the  city.” 

The  day  after  Hurricane  Katrina  hit, 
Edwards  sent  an  email  to  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  in  Louisiana.  “The  message 
said  ‘I  want  to  come  back  to  New  Orleans.’ 
I’m  going  back  with  the  same  fervor  and 
excitement  I  had  when  I  first  arrived  in 
1997.  In  so  many  ways,  this  is  like  starting 
a  brand  new  church.” 


Edwards 


El  Mesias  UMC  to  help  area  residents  rebuild 


Rev.  Sam  Calvo, 
pastor  of  El  Mesias 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenner,  had 
the  opportunity  to  see 
his  church,  which 
serves  as  the  base  for 
Hispanic  Ministries  in 
the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Although  the  building  has  only  minor 
roof  damage,  and  did  not  flood,  many  of 
the  houses  and  apartment  complexes  sur¬ 
rounding  the  church  had  three  to  four 
feet  of  water  inside. 

“So  many  of  the  people  we  serve 
through  our  outreach  ministries  were 
seriously  affected,  as  well  as  our  mem¬ 
bers.  A  number  of  area  residents  attend 
our  GED  classes  or  have  participated  in 
our  health  fairs,”  said  Calvo. 

Redwoods  Apartments  complex  on 
West  Esplanade,  located  five  minutes 
from  El  Mesias  UMC,  was  completely 
destroyed.  “The  winds  and  flooding 
were  so  bad  that  walls  came  down. 
People  living  there  lost  everything  they 
had— cars,  clothing  and  furniture,” 
added  Maribel  Mojica  Calvo,  who  is 
Sam’s  daughter-in-law.  Maribel,  a 
GBGM  missionary,  serves  in  ministry  at 
the  church  with  her  father-in-law. 

The  parish  is  closed  to  residents,  so 
the  Calvo  family  is  currently  living  in 
Amite.  Although  they  evacuated  to  safe¬ 
ty,  they  are  living  in  an  area  which  is 
still  without  power. 


Sam  and  Maribel  travel  to  the 
Conference  Area  offices  in  Baton  Rouge 
several  times  a  week  to  volunteer  with 
the  La.  Hurricane  Storm  Recovery 
Center  and  to  search  the  web  for  dis¬ 
placed  members  of  El  Mesias  UMC. 

“We  have  managed  to  contact  a  num¬ 
ber  of  our  congregation.  They  are  scat¬ 
tered  to  places  like  Dallas,  Lake  Charles, 
Houston,  Baton  Rouge  and  Florida. 

Most  are  staying  with  extended  family,” 
said  Maribel. 

Many  of  the  evacuees  have  high 
hopes  of  returning  to  Kenner  to  live.  “In 
the  Hispanic  culture,  community  and 
family  are  very  important.  Their  desire 
to  return  to  the  city  they  love  is  very 
strong,”  added  Sam. 

Both  Calvos  were  clear  about  their 
impending  mission.  “As  soon  as  we  can 
feasibly  get  things  going,  El  Mesias 
UMC  will  serve  as  a  resource  center  for 
residents  as  they  begin  to  return  and 
rebuild.  Clothing  and  essential  items  will 
be  needed  to  help  out  these  people  who 
have  lost  nearly  everything.  We  will  also 
serve  as  a  staging  center  for  Volunteers 
in  Mission  teams,”  said  Maribel. 

Most  area  residents  did  not  have 
flood  insurance.  Many  of  them  held  jobs 
as  domestics  and  in  service  industries. 
Those  jobs  are  now  gone. 

“Some  folks  may  wind  up  staying 
where  they  are.  It  may  be  too  difficult  to 
come  back  and  rebuild.  But  many  want 
to  come  back  eventually.  This  is  their 
home.” 


Calvo 
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Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  pastor  of  Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist  Church,  visits  with  National 
Guard  chaplains  Bob  Hicks  and  Gary  Mohney  from  the  Montgomery  1 87th  Fighter  Wing 
who  have  been  operating  out  of  the  church,  offering  protestant  worship  services  and  a 
counseling  center. 


Belle  Chasse  UMC 'open  for  business' 


Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist  Church 
is  now  open  for  business. 

Although  the  surrounding  area  was  dev¬ 
astated  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  church 
had  minimal  damage.  Slowly  but  surely, 
power  is  now  being  restored  to  parts  of  the 
small  Louisiana  town. 

Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  displaced  pastor  from 
Belle  Chasse  UMC,  evacuated  for  a  short 
time  to  Baton  Rouge  with  his  wife  Rev. 
Barbara  Duke,  a  Hospice  chaplain.  They 
are  now  back  home  in  a  church  that  never 
stopped  its  ministry,  even  though  the  resi¬ 
dents  had  to  leave. 

Shortly  after  the  storm  hit,  the  church 
building  was  turned  into  a  hospital  for  the 
Belle  Chasse  area.  “The  pastor’s  office  is 
now  a  nurse  dormitory,  and  the  art  studio  is 
serving  as  a  laundromat.  Three  ambulances 
are  parked  outside  the  church  at  the  ready. 
There  is  a  treatment  room  and  a  pharmacy 
as  well,”  said  Jeff. 

Six  National  Guard  chaplains  have  been 
operating  out  of  the  church,  offering 
protestant  worship  services  and  a  counsel¬ 
ing  center. 

While  in  Baton  Rouge,  Barbara  Duke 
found  herself  serving  in  the  neo-natal 
department  of  Women’s  Hospital,  working 
with  the  families  of  over  100  babies  sent  to 


the  facility. 

“I  spent  two  days,  doing  ministry  with 
the  parents  through  the  hospital’s  social 
service  office.  We  offered  counseling  and 
spent  a  lot  of  time  working  with  agency 
databases  trying  to  reunite  families.  It  was 
a  joy  to  see  loved  ones  brought  back 
together,”  said  Duke. 

One  particularly  touching  story  involved 
a  woman  and  her  pregnant  daughter  who 
had  been  airlifted  out  of  New  Orleans.  The 
daughter,  who  was  actually  in  false  labor, 
was  forced  to  leave  behind  four  children, 
ages  13-17  with  loved  ones.  “One  of  the 
children  was  a  diabetic,  another  suffered 
from  seizures,”  said  Duke. 

Social  workers  at  Woman’s  Hospital 
made  several  contacts  with  authorities  and 
were  able  to  reunite  the  children  with  their 
mother  and  grandmother. 

The  Dukes  are  returning  to  perform 
their  ministries  in  a  very  different  town. 
“Before  Hurricane  Katrina,  we  would  drive 
45  minutes  south  before  we  hit  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Now,  the  ride  to  the  gulf  is  only 
20  minutes. 

“As  it  stands  now,  the  towns  of  Buras 
and  Venice  are  covered  by  water.  We  don’t 
know  what  the  fate  of  those  churches  are,” 
said  Jeff  Duke. 


Hartzell-Mt.Zion  UMC 


Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  suffered  serious  flooding  damage  in 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Above,  sediment  from  flood  waters  can  be  seen  on  the  coun¬ 
ters  of  the  church's  kitchen. 


Housing  Red  Cross 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  opened  as  a  Red  Cross  staff 
shelter  Aug.  28,  housing  between  220  and  447  volunteers  daily.  The  church 
expects  to  house  200  for  the  next  three  to  six  months.  Broadmoor  UMC  has  coor¬ 
dinated  or  provided  more  than  7,000  meals,  washed  laundry,  run  errands  and 
offered  spiritual  support  to  their  guests.  Church  representatives  were  part  of  an 
assessment  tour  of  the  Slidell,  Mandeville  and  New  Orleans  areas  with  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  General  Secretary  of  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Randy  Day,  Executive  Director  of  UMCOR  Paul  Dirdak  and  Larry  Hollon,  United 
Methodist  Communications. The  church  has  served  as  a  major  distribution  point 
for  donations,  with  trucks  arriving  from  around  the  United  States. 


T-shirts  for  relief 


Lance  Green  of  Benton  United  Methodist  Church  has  sold  over  1 50  t-shirts  referring  to 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  shirts  are  being  sent  to  the  Bishop's 
Appeal  for  hurricane  relief. The  t-shirt  designed  by  Green,  depicts  an  outline  of  the 
state  of  Louisiana  on  the  front  and  on  the  back,  has  a  picture  of  the  hurricane  flag  and 
the  words, "For  the  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  Lord  hear  our  prayer." 

"This  storm  just  hit  me  in  such  a  dynamic  way.  I  knew  that  the  church  needed  to  do 
something  special,  and  this  just  seemed  right"  said  Green.  The  shirts  are  available  in 
youth  and  adult  sizes,  and  are  stone  blue  with  khaki  lettering. The  cost  is  $10  for  all 
sizes,  except  XXL,  which  is  $1 2.  Shirts  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (318)  965  2273  or 
sending  checks  with  specific  requests  to  Benton  UMC,  P.  O.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA  71006. 
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Local  churches 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ministries  being  offered  by  local 
churches  throughout  the  La.  Annual  Conference. These  are 
only  the  ones  we  heard  from  at  press  time,  and  is  by  no 
means  a  complete  list.  Let  us  hear  from  you  so  that  we  can 
know  more  about  each  church's  contributions. 

Churches  are  also  reporting  their  intentions  to  give  above 
and  beyond  their  apportionments  to  assist  with  relief. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  activities  listed  here,  every 
church  is  responding  by  collecting  needed  items,  provid¬ 
ing  counseling  and  hands  on  volunteers  in  local  shelters, 
organizing  worship  services, and  making  much  needed 
financial  donations  to  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. To  donate,  make  checks  out  to  "La.  Annual 
Conference"  and  put  "Bishop's  Appeal— La.  Hurricane 
Katrina"  on  the  memo  portion  of  the  check.  Drop  checks 
in  the  collection  plate  or  mail  to  La.  Annual  Conference, 

527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Acadiana  District 

Asbury  UMC,  Franklin:  housing  families:  transportation 
Bayou  Blue  UMC:  providing  needed  items  and  financial 
assistance 

Calvary  UMC:  feeding  evacuees;  helping  college  students 
Emanuel,  Lafayette:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Faith  Community  UMC:  volunteering  a  Cajundome  and 
Sager  Brown  Depot;  health  kits;  collecting  clothing;  hous¬ 
ing  evacuees 

First,  Northwood  and  Covenant  UMC's,  Lafayette:  shelter 
for  relief  worker  and  evacuees 

First  UMC,Thibodaux:  providing  meals  for  Red  Cross  work¬ 
ers 

Pharr  Chapel  UMC,  Morgan:  volunteering  in  Morgan  City 
shelter 

First  UMC,  Houma:  supply  depot;  offering  preschool  to 
children;  housing  placement;  housing  medical  staff 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette:  drop  off  center  for  food  donations 
First  UMC,  Franklin:  shelter  for  evacuees 
Immanual  UMC:  housing  evacuees; job  and  housing  place¬ 
ment 

Lecompte/Bayou  Chicot/Cheneyville  UMCs:  flood  buckets; 
school  kits;  health  kits;  volunteering  at  local  shelters 
Mallalieu  UMC:  hosted  ecumenical  prayer  service;  arrang- 


perform  variety  of  tasks  related  to  recovery 


ing  housing;  providing  supplies;  volunteering  at  shelters; 
organizing  United  Clergy  Task  Force 
McGowen  UMC,  Franklin:  providing  food  for  First  UMC 
shelter 

Rosedale/First  UMC,  New  Roads:  transportation,  working 

on  computers,  helping  with  shelter 

St.  Paul/St.  Peter,  Jeanerette:  distribution  center  providing 

food  for  local  shelters,  space  for  chaplain  training 

First  UMC,  New  Iberia:  shelter  with  meals 

Faith  Community,  Lafayette  with  University  of  Louisiana  in 

Lafayette:  volunteers  and  food  for  shelter  in  Cajundome 

Alexandria  District 

Colfax  UMC:  housing  evacuees;  supporting  local  shelters; 
providing  meals;  flood  buckets  and  health  kits 
Boyce  UMC  and  Glenmora  UMC:  sponsoring  evacuees 
from  a  nursing  home 

First  UMC,  Many:  long  term  shelter  for  evacuees 

First  UMC,  Pineville:  shelter  for  evacuees;  tree  removal 

teams;  health  kits  and  flood  buckets 

Oak  Grove,  Natchitoches,  Provencal  UMC:  flood  buckets 

Olla  UMC:  feeding  evacuees  with  other 

First  UMC,  Alexandria:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Newman  UMC:  feeding  evacuees;  volunteering  at  local 

shelter;  offering  entertainment  for  evacuees 

Nolley  Mem.  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Marksville  UMC:  housing  evacuee 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Blackwater  UMC:  health  kits;shelter 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  feeding  downtown  evacuees 

three  meals  daily;  ongoing  chaplain  efforts  at  River 

Center  shelter;  provided  bedding  and  personal  care 

items;  feeding  Red  Cross  volunteers 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  housing  Red  Cross  staff; 

serving  as  distribution  point  for  water,  health  kits,  etc.; 

laundry  services 

Camphor  UMC:  supported  evacuees  as  Southern's 
Wesley  Foundation;  delivered  food  and  supplies 
Concord/New  Hope  UMC:  assisted  emergency  prepared¬ 
ness  and  Red  Cross 


University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge:  major  supply  depot 
First  UMC,  Gonzales:  helping  to  coordinate  feeding 
2,000  people  daily  at  Lamar  Dixon;  housing  evacuees 
working  for  La.  Dept,  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
First  UMC,  Baker:  supporting  city  shelter 
Francis  Asbury  UMC:  health  kits;  food  preparation  and 
housing 

Ingleside  UMC:  supporting  Food  Bank;  school  kits;  flood 
buckets;  health  kits 

Jackson/Ethel  UMCs:  health  kits;  providing  clothes  and 
toys  to  children  in  hospital;  found  receiving  station  for 
500  dehydrated  evacuees 

Live  Oak,  Watson:  major  distribution  center  for  supplies 
and  feeding;  housed  local  residents  without  power; 
feeding  shut-ins  without  power 
Magnolia  UMC:  collected  Gatorade,  pedialyte  and  dia¬ 
pers 

Meadows  Chapel  UMC:  feeding  volunteers;  collecting  for 
shelters 

First  UMC,  Denham:  housing  Red  Cross  staff,  collecting 
for  local  shelters,  school  supplies;  preparing  to  serve  as 
staging  are  for  VIM  teams 

Roberts  UMC:  volunteered  in  local  shelters;  providing 
meals 

Slaughter  and  Bluff  Creek  UMCs:  health  kits 

St.  Andrews  UMC:  housing  Red  Cross  staff 

St.  James  Chapel/Holden  UMCs:  food  pantry;  clothing 

distribution 

St.John's  UMC: collected  supplies  and  clothing; donated 
Bibles;  health  kits;  daycare  center  open  to  evacuees 
St.  Luke  and  St.  Paul  UMCs:  health  kits  and  flood  buckets 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  University:  housing  stu¬ 
dents  from  Tulane  University 

Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State  University:  hous¬ 
ing  students  from  Tulane  and  Southern  University  of 
New  Orleans 

Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern  University:  shelter 
Wesley  UMC:  served  meals;  health  kits;  assisted  Red 
Cross 

Wesley  Chapel/James  Chapel/Lee's  Landing  UMCs:  pro¬ 
vided  food,  served  meals,  volunteered  in  area  shelter 


Lake  Charles  District 

Centenary-Rayne  UMC:  providing  clothing,  food,  bedding 
to  local  shelter 

Church  Point-Crowley  Wesley  UMCs:  volunteered  in  local 
shelters;  provided  food,  transportaion,  financial  assistance 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles:  laundry,  child  care,  preschool  for 
evacuees 

First  UMC,  DeRidder:  shelter  for  evacuees;  serving  as  FEM  A 

center;  set  up  distribution  center 

First  UMC,  Eunice:  flood  buckets,  health  kits,  school  kits; 

clothing  bank  at  armory;  helped  with  registration 

First  UMC,  Leesville:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulpher:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Westlake  UMC,  Sulpher:  shelter  for  evacuees 

First  UMC,  Crowley:  shelter  for  evacuees 

Gueydan  UMC:  shelter;  help  with  utilities,  furniture  and 

clothing, -job  placement  and  transportation 

Henning  Memorial  UMC:  shelter 

Indian  Bayou  UMC:  providing  food, clothing  and  medical 

supplies  to  families 

Jones-Mallalieu  UMC:  providing  supplies  to  local  shelter 
Kaplan  UMC:  providing  clothing,  financial  assistance 
Kinder  UMC:  providing  food,  clothing  and  volunteers  at 
local  shelter 

Maplewood  UMC:  volunteering  at  shelter;  financial  assis¬ 
tance 

Merryville  UMC:  provided  supplies  and  volunteered  in 
local  distribution  center 

Moss  Bluff  UMC:  providing  meals,  housing  placement; 
worship  services  at  state  park 

Oakdale  UMC:  providing  supplies  and  volunteers  to  local 
shelter 

Oak  Park/Fairview  UMC:  donating  supplies  and  volunteer¬ 
ing  at  local  shelter 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC:  housing  families;  supporting  area 
evacuees  in  hotels;  collection  station 
Sweet  Lake  UMC:  providing  food,  clothing  and  volunteers 
to  aid  evacuees 

University  UMC:  scholarships  for  church's  day  school 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center:  center  for  relief  workers 
First  UMC,  Welsh:  shelter  for  families  with  new  bom 

See  Local  Churches,  page  7 


STAYING  CONNECTED  AND  BEING  RENEWED 

COME  AWAY  with  ME  and  REST  A  WHILE 

“Jesus  said  to  them,  ‘Come  away  to  a  deserted  place  all  by  yourself  and  rest  awhile,  ’ 

For  many  were  coming  and  going  and  they  had  no  leisure  even  to  eat.  ” 

Mark  6:30-32 

NOVEMBER  30-DECEMBER  2,  2005 

The  Wesley  Center  (formerly  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center),  Woodworth,  LA 

RETREAT  LEADER 
Dr.  Edward  P.  Wimberly 
Interdenominational  Theological  Seminary 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Telling  our  Stories,  Processing  Loss,  Dealing  with  Grief,  Finding  Energy  to  Begin  Again! 

A  question  often  asked  since  Hurricane  Katrina  is,  “What  next?”  We  have  one  answer  to  that  question  as  a  response  from  The  Louisiana  Conference,  working  with  The 
Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  and  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership.  This  retreat  is  designed  for  clergy  and  spouses,  who  have  been  displaced  from  their  homes  and 
ministry  sites  since  the  hurricane. 

Dr.  Ed  Wimberly  is  well  known  for  his  work  in  Pastoral  Care  at  ITC,  as  well  as  around  the  country  as  a  speaker  and  retreat  leader.  His  book,  Recalling  Our  Own  Stories: 
Spiritual  Renewal  for  Religious  Caregivers,  deals  with  the  themes  of  sharing  one’s  story  as  a  form  of  renewal  and  restoration. 

This  retreat  is  centered  in  the  season  of  Advent  as  one  way  to  prepare  your  soul  journey  for  the  pilgrimage  to  Bethlehem.  We  want  you  to  have  something  on  your  calendar 
that  gives  you  a  time  apart  to  rest  awhile  and  find  your  joy  once  again. 

The  intentions  for  the  retreat  include: 

►  Bringing  people  together  from  places  of  dispersion. 

►  Providing  a  place  of  sanctuary  and  Sabbath  rest  following  the  days  of  upheaval  and  distress. 

►  Providing  a  safe  space  for  people  to  tell  their  stories  and  listen  to  others. 

►  Providing  a  model  for  healing  and  faith  sharing  that  participants  can  take  back  and  offer  to  others. 


The  retreat  will  begin  Wednesday  afternoon,  November  30,  will  and  close  by  noon  on  Friday,  December  2. 

There  will  be  no  registration  fee  for  the  pastors  who  are  in  diaspora  and  upheaval  since  the  hurricane. 

Reserve  your  room  today  by  calling  Linda  Gregg  in  our  administrative  office  (225-346-1646)  or  email  lgregg3@bellsouth.net 


September  23, 2005 


Louisiana  Conferencei/i^^ 
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Local  churches,  from  page  6 


Opelousas  church  becomes  dialysis  shelter 


babies;  days  out  for  evacuees  children 
Wesley  UMC:  housing  evacuees;  flood  buckets 
Westlake  UMC:  shelter;  providing  necessary  supplies 
Lake  Charles  United  Methodist  churches  are  volunteering 
around  the  clock  at  large  community  shelters.  Lake 
Charles  Oistrict  Superintendent  Rev.  Doug  Ezell  is  coordi¬ 
nating  an  interdenominational  committee  entitled 
"Mayor's  Ministry  Coalition,"  which  is  ministering  to  home 
sites,  church  sites  and  community  sites  offering  counsel¬ 
ing,  Bibles  and  spiritual  materials  specifically  designed  for 
disaster  relief  survivors. 

Monroe  District 

Bernice/Beech  Grove/Summerfield  UMCs:  volunteered  at 
local  shelter;  provided  meals;  assisted  Red  Cross 
Trinity  UMC:  shelter  for  evacuees;  worship  for  evacuees 
Jonesboro  UMC:  working  in  hotel  ministry 
St.  Joseph  UMC:  feeding  program;  providing  supplies  to 
local  shelters 

St.  Marks  UMC:  volunteers  at  local  shelter 
Lea  Joyner  UMC:  collecting  underwear  for  Salvation  Army 
First  UMC,  Monroe:  long  term  needs  of  evacuees;  place¬ 
ment  into  housing;  book  supplies 
First  UMC,  Lake  Providence,  Oak  Grove:  providing  meals 
First  UMC,  Delhi:  food  at  civic  center 
First  UMC,  Columbia:  food  and  blankets  to  civic  center 
Memorial  UMC:  flood  buckets;  financial  assistance 
Rayville  UMC:  shelter;  supply  depot;  housing  relief  work¬ 
ers;  transportation 

Tallulah  UMC:  meals,  transportation  and  assistance  for 
local  shelters 

La.  Methodist  Children's  Flome  in  Ruston:  housing  37  chil¬ 
dren  and  faculty  from  children's  home  in  New  Orleans 
First  UMC  in  Monroe  and  Winnsboro  working  to  complete 
bunkhouse  to  house  these  young  people. 

New  Orleans  District 

Aldersgate  UMC:  housing  Red  Cross  volunteers;  distribut¬ 
ing  water,  health  kits,  flood  buckets;  finding  temporary 
housing;  serving  meals  to  Marines;  housing  work  teams; 
helping  with  debris  removal 
Belle  Chasse  UMC:  serving  as  area  hospital 
St.  Charles  UMC:  feeding  emergency  workers  and  National 
Guard;  distribution  center;  debris  removal  teams  helping 
the  elderly;  shuttle  site  for  patients  to  Oschner  Hospital  in 
Jefferson  Parish 

St.  James  UMC:  holding  worship  services 
St. Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  UMC:  loaning  generators 
and  air  conditioning  units;  transportation;  youth  work 
teams  for  debris  removal;  housing  work  teams;  housing 
UMCOR  representatives 

Shreveport  District 

Arcadia  -Mt.  Mariah  UMCs:  assembling  health  kits,  flood 
buckets  and  running  a  clothes  closet;  feeding  evacuees  at 
local  shelter 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City:  blood  drive,  offering  RV’s  for  dis¬ 
placed  families,  making  flood  buckets 
Athens  UMC:  joining  with  the  Claiborne  Parish  Disaster 
Relief  unit  to  provide  Camp  Harris  with  sheets,  blankets 
and  monetary  donations 

Benton  UMC:  providing  supplies  to  the  LSU  shelters  and 


Camphor  UMC 


the  Bossier  shelter;  providing  food  for  evacuees;  organiz¬ 
ing  flood 

First  UMC,  Bossier  City:  providing  meals;  open  for 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport:  evacuee  internet  access 
room;  finding  lease  or  rental  homes  for  evacuees;  flood 
buckets;  transportation 

Brushwood  UMC:  food  and  money  to  Camp  Harris;  air 
mattresses,  socks  and  underwear  to  local  shelter 
Christ  UMC:  flood  buckets,  food  for  shelters,  coloring 
books,  crayons,  jump 

Cotton  Valley  UMC:  -  is  gathering  supplies  for  the 
refugees  in  the  Springhill  Civic  Center.  We've  also  sent 
one  of  our  own,  a  Deputy  Sheriff  in  Webster  Parish,  who 
is  helping  to  transport  prisoners  from  south  Louisiana. 
Coushatta  UMC:  food  for  shelters;  internet  access;  offering 
playground  to  children  of  evacuees 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC:  collection  point  for  supplies;  providing 
furniture 

Gilliam-Hosston  UMC:  collecting  food  and  water  for  Food 
Bank  of  Northwest 

Grace  Community  UMC:  working  with  laundry;  offering 
phone  facilities 

Greenwood  and  Bethany  UMCs:  assembling  flood  buckets 
Haynesville  UMC:  providing  for  some  lodging  expenses; 
offering  lunches 

KeithvilleUMC:  working  with  local  Baptist  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  refugee  center;  offers  to  house  Dillard  University  stu¬ 
dents 

Lakeview  UMC:  drop  off  point  for  Salvation  Army  dona¬ 
tions 

Love  Chapel  UMC:  flood  buckets;  volunteering  in  shelters 
Mangum  UMC:  collecting  and  distributing  air  mattresses 
and  blankets  to  local 

Morningside  UMC:  adopted  evacuee  families,  offering 
church  home  for  a  small,  displaced  congegation 
First  UMC,  Many:  shelter  for 

First  UMC,  Minden  and  Lakeview  UMC:  working  with 
Caney  Camp  to  provide  services  for  evacuees  at  the  camp 
North  Highlands  UMC:  supplies  to  Caney  Camp 
NorthPoint  UMC: donating  and  volunteering  at  local  shel¬ 
ters 

Ringgold  UMC:  assisting  with  evacuees  at  Bistineau  State 

Park;  serving  as  collection  center 

First  UMC,  Shreveport:  donations,  providing  assistance  to 

Caney,  supply  delivery,  flood  buckets 

Springhill  UMGproviding  meals  and  bottled  water  at  local 

civic  center 

St.  Luke's  UMC:  transportation,  remodeling  a  home, 
arranging  free  clinic 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport:  money  for  textbooks  for  Dillard 
students,  counseling  to  Dillard  students;  shoes  and  cloth¬ 
ing  to 

Summer  Grove  UMC:  items  for  shelters;  transporting  sup¬ 
plies;  possible 

Vivian  UMC:  feeding  evacuees,  flood  buckets,  providing 
afterschool  assistance 

First  UMC,  Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  UMC:  helping  to  staff, 
and  offer  food  at  Many  shelter. 

Centenary  College  housed  230  Dillard  students  and  staff 
the  week  following  the  hurricane. Twelve  Dillard  students 
are  now  attending  Centenary.  Organizing  teams  to  affect¬ 
ed  areas. 


Rev.  Dale  Hensarling,  pastor  of  La. 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Opelousas,  saw  what  happened  to  evacuat¬ 
ing  dialysis  patients  after  Hurricane  Lilly 
hit  Louisiana.  “These  patients  were  a  group 
of  people  who  escaped  death,  only  to  die 
later  because  they  couldn’t  get  dialysis  in  a 
timely  manner.” 

Renal  doctors  have  shared  Hensarling ’s 
concern  regarding  evacuees  on  dialysis.  In 
the  aftermath  of  the  unrelenting  series  of 
devastating  hurricanes  that  have  pummeled 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana,  renal  doctors  from  throughout 
the  country  have  produced  a  model  for  a 
shelter  designed  specifically  for  dialysis 
patients. 

La.  Memorial  UMC,  housing  evacuees 
from  Hurricane  Katrina,  is  perhaps  the  first 
such  shelter  emerging  from  the  model. 

“Two  days  after  the  storm  hit,  we  were  up 
and  running.  This  was  critical  because  we 
needed  to  be  prepared  to  receive  patients  as 
soon  as  they  arrived,”  said  Hensarling. 

Dr.  Paul  Miller,  who  operates  a  dialysis 
clinic  in  Opelousas,  was  instrumental  in 
guiding  the  south  Louisiana  church  through 
the  process  of  opening  and  its  ongoing 
operation.  “Dr.  Miller  was  invaluable,  as 
were  our  contacts  with  the  Office  of  Public 
Health,”  Hensarling  added. 

One  of  the  more  comforting  aspects  of 
this  shelter  is  that  the  church  could  house 
not  only  the  patients,  but  their  family  mem¬ 
bers  as  well.  “This  can  be  critical  to  the 
well-being  of  the  patient.  We  have  one  12- 
year-old  and  a  number  of  elderly  who  not 
only  need  their  family  for  emotional  sup¬ 
port,  but  for  physical  support  as  well,”  the 
pastor  added. 

Housing  the  shelter  at  the  church 
allowed  the  staff  and  volunteers  to  provide 
a  non-clinical  atmosphere.  “People  arrived 
frightened  and  exhausted.  We  tried  to  make 
the  transition  for  them  as  painless  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Everything  we  do  and  say  is  to  let 
them  know  that  we  are  glad  they  are  here,” 


said  one  church  member. 

Housing  the  dialysis  shelter  is  only  one 
component  of  the  church’s  ongoing  support 
for  these  special  evacuees  and  their  fami¬ 
lies.  The  12-year-old  patient  has  been 
enrolled  into  a  local  junior  high  school. 
Some  adults  have  been  placed  into  jobs  in 
the  Opelousas  area,  often  in  their  own 
fields  of  work. 

Church  members  are  currently  in  the 
process  of  finding  housing,  temporary  and 
permanent,  for  some  of  the  evacuees. 
Volunteers  are  lined  up  daily  for  the  task  of 
transporting  the  patients  back  and  forth  to 
an  area  dialysis  clinic  in  Eunice. 

Hensarling  has  even  performed  a  wed¬ 
ding  for  one  young  couple  who  was  living 
in  the  shelter  with  the  young  woman’s 
mother,  who  is  on  dialysis.  “Both  the  bride 
and  groom  were  bom  and  raised  in  New 
Orleans.  They  had  plans  to  marry  soon  in 
New  Orleans,  so  they  decided  to  have  the 
ceremony  here  with  us.” 

The  young  woman  commented,  “I’ve 
always  wanted  a  wedding  in  the  church 
with  my  family  around  me.  All  of  you  at 
the  church  are  my  family  now.” 

A  local  bridal  shop  donated  a  dress  and 
veil,  and  Hensarling  loaned  the  groom  his 
tuxedo.  “The  local  paper  asked  permission 
to  cover  the  event,  and  I  said  it  was  fine, 
with  the  permission  of  the  couple.  My  only 
stipulation  was  that  the  photographer 
would  agree  to  shoot  a  few  extra  pictures 
for  a  wedding  album,”  the  pastor  said  with 
a  laugh. 

Not  all  the  stories  have  been  quite  as 
happy.  One  20-year-old  patient  was  sepa¬ 
rated  from  family,  who  wound  up  in 
Dallas. 

Arranging  his  travel  to  reunite  them  is 
tricky  because  dialysis  patients  often  can¬ 
not  tolerate  long  trips.  “We’re  working  on 
obtaining  mercy  flights  right  now  for  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  patients  who  need  to  be  flown  to 
their  destination.  Lengthy  car  travel  is  too 
risky  to  their  health,”  said  Hensarling. 


Members  of  Camphor  United  Methodist  Church  gathered  relief  items,  including  cloth¬ 
ing,  laundry  bags  and  fruit,  and  delivered  them  to  Southern  University. The  Wesley 
Foundation  on  campus  housed  up  to  50  evacuees  during  the  storm's  aftermath,  includ¬ 
ing  students  from  Tulane  University  and  Southern  University  of  New  Orleans.  Above, 
Jim  Etta  Lee,  Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore  and  Randall  Henry  deliver  relief  items. 


UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Larry  Powell  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  thanks  members  of 
First  UMC,  New  Iberia,  who  pack  health  kits  at  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in 
Baldwin.  Health  kits,  along  with  school  kits  and  flood  buckets,  continue  to  be  in 
high  demand,  said  Director  Gwen  Redding. 
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UMCOR  makes  assessment  tour  through  South  Louisiana 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

La.  Annual  Conference  staff  and 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  field  staff  made  an 
all-day  trip  Sept.  7  to  areas  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina,  ending  up  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  downtown  New  Orleans. 

Approaching  the  city  on  the  West 
Bank  Expressway,  the  contingent  was 
allow  ed  by  a  member  of  the  National 
Guard  to  cross  the  Mississippi  River 
Bridge. 

"Traveling  over  the  bridge,  we  passed 
by  huge  office  buildings  with  windows 
blown  out.  We  rode  by  the  Superdome, 
and  saw  the  damaged  roof  that  had  been 
pictured  hundreds  of  times  in  the  national 
media,”  said  Christy  Smith,  Disaster 
Response  Field  Consultant  for  UMCOR. 

The  city,  from  the  vantage  point  of  the 
interstate,  was  eerily  quiet.  Only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  vehicles  were  on  the  road,  primari¬ 
ly  military  and  police.  Minor  signs  of 
flooding  in  this  higher  part  of  the  city 
were  evident  from  the  road.  Smoke  from 
one  of  the  recent  fires  was  evident  in  the 


distance.  The  United  Methodist  contin¬ 
gent  was  ultimately  turned  around,  head¬ 
ing  back  to  the  West  Bank  of  New 
Orleans. 

Their  next  stop  was  at  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  West  Bank. 

The  church  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
significant  damage,  but  the  surrounding 
homes  had  a  lot  of  fallen  limbs  in  the 
yards  and  some  trees  on  houses.  The 
group  from  UMCOR  had  to  drive  under¬ 
neath  a  sagging  power  line  to  reach 
Aurora  UMC.  “This  area  suffered  more 
from  wind  damage,  and  the  challenge 
here  is  cleanup  and  the  restoration  of 
power,"  said  Larry  Powell,  International 
Catastrophic  Disaster  Consultant. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  assessment  team 
visited  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  depot 
in  Baldwin,  La.  in  order  to  pick  up  relief 
supplies  for  distribution  during  the  trip. 

While  there,  a  man  named  Brian 
Simms  came  into  the  office  asking  for 
questions  about  his  FEMA  application. 
Simms  had  traveled  1 1  hours  with  one 
member  of  his  family.  He  had  just  located 
his  daughter,  who  had  been  missing.  “Our 


family  is  scattered.  We’re  just  hoping  to 
find  everybody,  one  by  one.” 

Glen  Druilhet,  Director  of  Depot 
Operations,  said  that  the  volume  of  sup¬ 
plies  coming  in  is  unprecedented.  “We 
are  bolstering  our  volunteer  staff  in  order 
to  handle  the  increase  in  traffic.  Right 
now,  we  are  needing  blankets,  floodbuck- 
ets  and  health  kits,”  she  said. 

People  who  have  evacuated  to  the 
Baldwin  area  have  been  volunteering  in 
the  depot.  “It  gives  them  a  sense  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  something  constructive  to  do.  It 
must  be  very  difficult  sitting  in  a  shelter, 
worrying  about  the  future.  This  way,  they 
can  reach  out  to  help,”  said  Druilhet. 

Gwen  Redding,  Director  of  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown,  indicated  that  warehouses 
are  being  identified  in  other  areas  of  the 
state  and  in  adjacent  conferences  as  dis¬ 
tribution  points.  “We  already  have  a  func¬ 
tioning  warehouse  in  Jackson,  Miss.  It  is 
helpful  to  divert  shipment  to  places  closer 
to  the  affected  areas,  rather  than  asking 
that  all  shipments  be  routed  through  the 
Baldwin  depot.”  Volunteers  from  area 
United  Methodist  churches  were  hard  at 


work  in  the  depot  assembling  health  kits. 
Rev.  Steve  Porter,  pastor  of  Franklin 
UMC,  was  among  the  volunteers.  “The 
churches  in  Franklin  are  working  cooper¬ 
atively  through  the  mayor’s  office  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  system  of  shelters.  We  have  no 
civic  center  in  the  town,  so  the  churches 
have  banded  to  provide  evacuees  a  place 
to  stay  and  meals.”  The  sojourn  through 
south  Louisiana  also  took  the  contingent 
to  New  Iberia  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  pastor,  and 
his  congregation  have  rallied  to  provide 
shelter  and  meals  for  nearly  40  medical 
personnel  who  are  assisting  nearly  2,000 
evacuees  in  the  Cajundome,  the  civic 
center  in  Lafayette. 

To  house  the  volunteers,  temporary 
bunk  beds  were  quickly  constructed  for 
the  Ministries  Center  of  First  UMC. 
“These  beds  are  incredibly  comfortable. 
They  must  be  strong  to  hold  a  big  guy 
like  me,”  said  Scott  Price,  a  6’  4”,  nearly 
300-pound  volunteer,  who  drove  the 
medical  volunteers  down  from  Omaha, 
Neb.  “The  church  has  truly  opened  its 
arms  to  us.” 


Some  N.  O.  District 
churches  now  open 

At  time  of  press,  the  following  New 
Orleans  District  churches  were  open  for 
worship  services.  Some  are  serving  as 
staging  areas  for  storm  recovery,  distribut¬ 
ing  needed  items  and  housing  work  crews. 
Others  are  still  dealing  with  significant 
damage  to  their  church  complex.  This  list 
will  be  updated  regularly  on  the 
Conference  website,  www.la-umc.org. 

-  Wesley  Ray/Mary’s  Chapel/Live  Oak 
UMCs  in  Angie 

-  Belle  Chasse  UMC 

-  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bogalusa 

-  Thirkield/Harry’s  Chapel  UMCs  in 
Bogalusa 

—  First  UMC  in  Covington 

-  Fitzgerald  UMC  in  Covington 

-  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destrehan 

-  Centenary  UMC  in  Franklinton 

-  Winan/Hayes  Chapel  in  Franklinton 

-  Golden  Meadow  UMC 

-  Grand  Isle  UMC 

-  First  UMC  in  LaPlace 

-  Luling  UMC 

-  North  Cross  UMC  in  Madisonville 

-  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC 
in  Mandeville 

-  Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie 

-  Pearl  River  UMC 

-  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell  (flooded 
but  open  for  services) 

-  First  UMC  in  Slidell  (holding  services 
outside) 

-  Vamado  UMC 

-  Waldheim  UMC 

-  Aurora  UMC 


For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
hurricane  recovery 
efforts,  visit  the  La. 
Conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  United 
Methodist  Storm  Center 
at  (877)  345-5193 
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Lake  Charles  and  Acadiana  Districts  feel  wrath  of  Hurricane  Rita 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Rev.  Doug  Ezell,  Lake  Charles  district 
superintendent  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  has  a  unique  perspective 
regarding  the  devastation  suffered  in  his 
district  by  Hurricane  Rita. 


"What  we  once  would  have  considered 
disastrous,  we  now  view  as  normal  hum- 
cane  damage.  The  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  has  made  everything  seem  less  cat¬ 
astrophic,"  said  Ezell  of  the  affected  areas 
which  are  filled  with  snapped  electrical 
poles,  downed  trees  and  wind  damaged 


homes.  Hurricane  Rita  hit  Louisiana  in  the 
early  morning  of  Sept.  24  with  129  mile 
per  hour  winds  that  ripped  through  the 
southwest  portion  of  the  state. 

Ezell  pointed  out  that  the  Lake  Charles 
district  lost  Cameron  United  Methodist 
See  Hurricane  Rita,  page  3 


Hold  Your  Head  Up 


Ella  Doyle  lifts  her  head  in  prayer  and  tells  fellow  parishioners  to  "hold  your  head  up"  during  an  outdoor  worship  service  at 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell,  La. The  church's  sanctuary  was  ruined  by  the  Aug.  29  storm  surge  from 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Doyle  rode  out  the  storm  in  a  boat  with  her  husband  and  two  sons.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose.  See 
related  story  and  pictures  on  page  5. 


St.  Luke's  UMC  pastor  returns  home  to  assess  damage  from  Katrina 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)— When  the 
Rev.  Darryl  Tate  left  his  church  and  home 
to  escape  Hurricane  Katrina  on  Aug.  27,  he 
took  enough  clothes  for  a  three-day 
trip.What  he  packed  that  day  is  all  he  has 
left.  On  Sept.  27  —  30  days  later  —  he 
was  finally  able  to  return  home  for  a  look 
at  what  was  left. 

“It  looks  like  a  bomb  was  dropped 
here,”  he  says,  surveying  his  Lakeview 
neighborhood. 


“We  kept  a  better  yard  than  this,”  he 
says  under  his  breath.  He  walks  through 
thick  black  mud  to  try  and  open  the  front 
door  of  the  parsonage,  which  serves  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church. 

“It  was  a  pretty  little  house,  wasn’t  it?” 
he  asks  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Chris 
Blanchard,  as  the  two  stand  outside  the 
ruins.  “I’m  glad  Carolyn  isn’t  here  to  see 
this.” 

Blanchard,  pastor  of  St.  Charles  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  one  of  the  “lucky 


ones.”  His  church  is  still  standing  and  is 
being  used  as  a  relief  staging  point.  On  this 
hot  September  day,  volunteer  work  crews 
from  his  church  are  busy  cutting  tree  limbs 
and  cleaning  up  in  another  part  of  New 
Orleans 

Today,  Blanchard  is  there  to  offer  pas¬ 
toral  support  to  his  friend.  Carolyn,  Tate’s 
wife,  had  one  request  for  her  husband. 

“She  wants  her  gumbo  pot.” 

See  St.  Lukes,  page  4 
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A  Slow  Moving  Train 


It  was  just  a  plain  old  slow  moving 
train  rolling  casually  across  Convention 
Street.  When  I  saw  the  flashing  red  lights 
from  a  distance  I  thought ,  "Oh  no.  I'm 
going  to  get  stopped  by  the  train.  I  don't 
have  time  for  this. "  Sure  enough,  by  the 
time  I  reached  the  tracks  the  plodding 
engines  had  begun  pulling  a  seemingly 
endless  line  of  cars  across  the  street.  So 
I  stopped,  folded  my  arms  across  my 
chest  and  watched  and  waited. 

I  tried  to  read  the  graffiti  that  was 
sprayed  on  the  sides  of  several  of  the 
cars.  The  taggers  had  been  busy’!  I  tried 
to  imagine  myself  hopping  aboard  one  of 
the  platforms  on  the  tank  cars  and  riding 
into  the  distance,  like  some  vagabond  in 
a  cheap  southern  novel  who  was  on  his 
way  to  see  the  world  and  get  a  new  start 
in  life.  I  read  the  instructions  on  the  box¬ 
cars  that  said,  "Close  door  securely 
before  moving. "  (I  guess  that  was  to 
keep  the  vagabonds  out  of  those  cars!)  I 
was  almost  lulled  into  a  hypnotic  sleep 
as  I  watched  hundreds  of  sets  of  slowly 
rotating  wheels  go  past  me.  By  the  time 
the  last  car  approached,  I  almost  wanted 
to  jump  out  of  my  car  and  shout,  "Wait. 
Back  them  all  up  and  pull  them  across 
again!  This  is  the  most  "normal"  thing  I 
have  done  in  weeks. " 

As  the  train  moved  on  through  down¬ 
town  Baton  Rouge  and  I  crossed  the 
tracks  on  my  way  to  my  office  my  world 
changed  again  to  the  chaotic  state  it  has 
been  since  August  29,  2005.  Cars  were 
coming  off  the  Interstate  with  drivers 
who  didn't  look  left  or  right  but  just  bar¬ 
reled  on  down  the  street.  Parking  spaces 
at  the  Conference  offices  were  non-exis¬ 
tent  and  I  parked  on  the  street  and  silent¬ 
ly  dared  anyone  to  give  me  a  parking 
ticket.  I  walked  in  the  office  to  a  barrage 
of  questions,  comments,  people  wanting 
to  see  me,  and  phone  calls  needing  to  be 
returned.  Welcome  to  post  Katrina-Rita 
Louisiana!  It  was  like  being  on  a  run¬ 
away  locomotive  that  was  totally  out  of 
control  without  any  way  to  stop  it.  And  I 
longed  for  the  opportunity  to  go  back  to 
that  dilapidated  crossing  that  requires 
you  to  come  to  a  crawl  to  cross  or  else 
knock  your  tires  out  of  balance,  and  just 
sit  and  watch  an  old,  slow  train  do  its 
thing  in  the  "regular"  rhythm  of  life. 

These  days  have  been  so  unnatural 
for  all  of  us.  The  lives  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  have  been  totally  disrupted 
and  our  way  of  life  has  changed.  There 
isn  7  a  town  or  village  in  our  state  that 
hasn't  felt  the  impact  of  these  two  out¬ 
raged  women  -  Katrina  and  Rita.  I  don  7 
know  who  scorned  then,  but  "hell  hath  no 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


jury"  like  they  have 
unleashed  on  us.  We 
all  long  to  return  to 
the  way  things  were 
before  they  came  to 
visit. 

Today  (Saturday, 
October  01,  2005)  I 
hit  a  brick  wall  in 
my  ability  to  keep 
paying  homage  to  this  crazy  new  break¬ 
neck  pace.  I  needed  something  "nor¬ 
mal".  I  needed  a  day  that  was  akin  to 
watching  that  old  train.  So  I  have 
cleaned  the  garage  and  rearranged  the 
furniture  we  brought  home  with  us  from 
Kay's  dad's  apartment.  I  have  written 
checks  to  pay  my  bills  for  October.  I 
even  stood  in  the  shower  longer  than 
normal,  knowing  I  wasn't  rushing  off  to 
something.  College  football  has  been  on 
the  television  since  early  morning.  And 
the  phone  has  been  almost  silent. 

I  have  had  a  couple  of  really  good 
cries.  Some  of  the  pent  up  emotions  have 
come  tumbling  out  of  me.  Moving  some 
of  my  mother's  things  and  rearranging 
Kay's  dad's  things  have  made  me  very 
nostalgic.  I  miss  them!!  I  even  had  wak¬ 
ened  in  the  night  with  my  mother’s  phone 
number  going  through  my  mind.  I  wish 
I  could  call  them  and  share  my  hurts  and 
frustrations! !  But  they  are  gone  forever. 
The  bitter  tears  were  therapeutic  and 
have  given  some  assurance  to  me  that  I 
still  am  that  emotional  person  whose 
feelings  are  often  played  out  in  anger 
and  in  tears.  As  the  title  of  an  old  and 
favorite  novel  of  mine  states,  "Tears  are 
for  the  Living"  and  I  am  among  the  liv¬ 
ing!  Thank  God  for  that! 

It's  an  emotional  time.  It's  a  stress- 
filed  time.  It's  a  very  sad  time.  It's  a 
changing  time.  It's  a  hectic  time.  It's  a 
chaotic  time.  It's  a  beginning  time  to  a 
long  future.  It's  God’s  time!! 

It's  God's  time???  Yes!  It's  God's 
time.  Every  day  is  God's  day  and  we 
should  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.  While 
we  mourn  the  past  and  have  fears  about 
the  future,  today  is  God's  day.  And  suffi¬ 
cient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  We 
can  7  change  yesterday.  We  are  not 
assured  of  tomorrow.  But  we  have  today. 
Let  us  rejoice! 

I'm  glad  that  old  slow  moving  train 
interrupted  my  push  to  get  to  the  office 
the  other  day.  It  taught  me  a  lesson. 

Some  things  just  bring  us  back  to  a  sense 

See  Journey,  page  6 


Editor's  Note 


It  has  been  over  a  month  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  slammed  into  the 
coast  of  Louisiana. 

United  Methodists  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  have 
demonstrated  their  dedication  to  serving 
others  by  offering  shelter,  food,  supplies, 
clothing,  counseling  and  a  shoulder  to 
lean  on. 

Without  much  warning.  Hurricane 
Rita  visited  the  southwest  region  of  our 
state  on  Sept.  24.  We  are  now  faced  with 
meeting  the  needs  of  thousands  of  fel¬ 
low  Louisianians  as  recovery  efforts 


begin  in  earnest.  Experts  predict  that  the 
road  to  total  recovery  could  last  up  to  10 
years. 

Within  these  pages  of  Louisiana 
Now!  are  stories  of  desperation,  bravery 
and  Christian  kindness.  They  are  only  a 
few  of  the  many  that  should  be  told 
about  the  exciting  things  that  are  hap¬ 
pening  in  our  annual  conference  as  we 
work  together  to  help  each  other. 

Send  us  your  stories  so  that  we  may 
celebrate  this  amazing  spirit. 

Betty  Backstrom 

Editor  of  Louisiana  Now! 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  was  the  happy  recipient  of  a  $100,000  check  from 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference. The  funds  are  dedicated  to  hurricane 
relief  efforts.  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  volunteer  coordinator  for  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center,  and  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New  Orleans 
district  superintendent  share  the  moment. Thomas  is  displaced  from  her  church, 
Napoleon  Ave.  UMC,  which  suffered  severe  flooding  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 
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Storm  relief  donations  top  $7  million 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  cash  contributions  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  relief  and  rehabilitation  have 
passed  the  $7  million  mark. 

The  figure  represents  online,  telephone, 
and  mail  donations  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  as  of  the  morning  of 
Sept.  26,  according  to  Roland  Fernandes, 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  UMCOR  is  part  of  the 
international  mission  agency.  Hurricane 
Katrina  made  landfall  in  Louisiana  and 


Mississippi  on  Aug.  29,  causing  wide¬ 
spread  damage  in  the  coastal  areas  of  those 
states  as  well  as  Alabama.  Days  earlier,  it 
struck  south  Florida. 

The  new  contribution  figure,  slightly 
more  than  $7  million,  does  not  include 
amounts  given  in  direct  response  to 
Hurricane  Rita,  which  struck  along  the 
Louisiana-Texas  border  on  Sept.  24. 

Donations  to  the  “Bishop’s  Appeal”  are 
encouraged,  using  Advance  Number 
4750K  in  the  memo  portion  of  the  check. 


Gammon  to  celebrate  122  years 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  the 
United  Methodist  component  of  the  con¬ 
sortium  of  The  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  will 
celebrate  122  years  of  educating  and 
preparing  men  and  women  for  professional 
vocations  in  ministry.  Established  in  1883 
in  conjunction  with  Clark  University, 
Gammon  is  one  of  1 3  seminaries  related  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

"Religion  and  Politics  in  the  21st 
Century,"  is  the  theme  for  the  122nd 
Founders'  Day  and  66th  Thirkield-Jones 
Lecture  Series  sponsored  annually  by 
Gammon  Seminary. 

Planned  activities  for  the  celebration 
this  year  will  focus  on  the  religious  and 
political  climate  in  our  society.  Bishop 
James  Swanson,  Resident  Bishop  of  the 
Holston  Annual  Conference  Area  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  Re-Dedication 
Service  for  the  Gammon  Hall 
Administrative  and  Student  Living 
Complex  at  7  p.m.  on  Monday,  Oct.  10  in 
Everett  Chapel,  Gammon  Hall. 

Rev.  Helen  Davis  Bell,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  will  serve  as  the  preacher  for 
the  Founders'  Day  Worship  Service, 
Tuesday  Oct.  1 1  at  11  a.m.,  in  the  ITC 
Chapel. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  dean  of  the 
Harry  R.  Kendall  Mission  Center  at 


Philander  -Smith  College,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas  will  be  the  Thirkield-Jones 
Lecturer  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  1 1  at  2  p.m.  and 
Wednesday  morning,  Oct.  12  at  10  a.m.  in 
Everett  Chapel,  Gammon  Seminary. 

Civil  Rights  and  Political  Activist,  Dr. 
Joseph  E.  Lowery  will  be  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  banquet  on  Tuesday  evening,  Oct. 

1 1  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Atlanta  Airport  Marriott 
Hotel  in  College  Park,  Georgia. 

Minister  of  Music  Karen  Lowery  will 
be  the  guest  soloist  and  God's  Tribe,  an 
instrumental  musical  ensemble  will  provide 
music  for  the  banquet. 

Alumni  and  friends  are  invited  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  scheduled  activities. 

Registration  information  can  be  found  on 
website  at  www.gainmonseminary.org. 
Banquet  tickets  will  cost  $50  per  ticket  or 
$500  per  table.  Please  contact  Sallie 
Clemmons,  at  (404)  581-0308  to  purchase 
your  banquet  tickets  or  Madelyn  Greene, 
(404)  581-0310  regarding  registration  for 
the  activities. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  and  St. 
Luke  UMC,  and  director  of  Special 
Ministries  for  the  annual  conference  said, 
“Friends  and  alumni  will  be  blessed  by 
the  variety  of  prominent  speakers  fea¬ 
tured  during  Gammon  Seminary’s  cele¬ 
bration  of  122  years  of  education,  service 
and  ministry.” 


Northwestern  State  University  Wesley  Foundation 


Members  of  the  Northwestern  State  University  Wesley  Foundation  sponsored  a 
clothing  drive  for  evacuees  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  Hope  Gilmore,  left,  intern  at 
NSU  Wesley  Foundation,  worked  alongside  members  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches  youth  group. 


Man's  best  "displaced"  friend 

Larry  Powell,  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  consultant,  met  a  displaced 
puppy  at  the  shelter  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs. 

Given  the  name  "Disaster"  by  those  caring  for  him,  the  puppy  had  been  rescued 
from  the  New  Orleans  area.  Disaster  has  now  been  adopted  by  a  relief  worker 
from  California,  and  is  on  his  way  to  his  new  home. 

"He  was  a  spark  of  joy  and  hope  for  the  folks  that  I  spoke  with  in  the  area  that 
day.  I  believe  he  also  inspired  the  California  relief  worker  to  come  back  to 
Louisiana  to  continue  helping  with  the  recovery  process,"  said  Powell. 


Hurricane  Rita,  from  page  1 


Church  and  has  likely  lost  Grand  Chenier 
UMC.  "We  saw  footage  of  Cameron  UMC 
on  the  news,  and  nothing  but  the  A-frame 
of  the  building  was  standing,"  said  Ezell. 

Travel  back  into  the  affected  areas  has 
been  severely  restricted  by  local  officials 
for  safety  reasons.  "The  entire  area  is 
without  electrical  power,  which  will  prob¬ 
ably  not  be  fully  restored  for  four  weeks," 
said  Ezell,  who  added  that  FEMA  was 
setting  up  a  site  close  to  the  Cameron 
area  on  Sept.  30. 

Of  the  58  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  Lake  Charles  district,  approxi¬ 
mately  20  suffered  some  degree  of  wind 
damage. 

Pecan  Island  UMC,  located  in  the 
Acadiana  district  and  only  four  miles 
from  the  Gulf  Coast,  has  three  to  four 
feet  of  debris  inside  the  church.  "It  looks 
like  the  church  doors  blew  open  and  that 
flood  waters  carried  in  mud  and  limbs," 
said  Rev.  John  Vining,  pastor. 

The  cemetery  at  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in 
Freetown,  which  is  close  to  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown,  was  hit  so  hard  with  flood¬ 
ing  that  tombs  were  disturbed  and  coffins 
floated  into  the  nearby  road. 

The  town  of  Vinton,  close  to  the 
Sabine  Pass,  was  hard  hit  by  Hurricane 
Katrina.  "Although  the  church  escaped 
serious  injury,  the  town  is  completely 
devastated.  The  mayor  has  asked 

that  all  residents  stay  away  so  that  power 
and  services  can  be  completely  restored," 


said  Rev.  Jerry  Johnson,  pastor  of  Vinton 
UMC. 

Johnson  is  temporarily  staying  in  The 
Wesley  Center,  the  Louisiana  conference 
center  in  Woodworth,  La. 

Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac,  La. 
had  two  feet  of  flood  waters  inside  the 
sanctuary,  which  is  built  six  feet  off  the 
ground.  "The  area  received  eight  feet  of 
water,  the  most  we've  ever  gotten,"  said 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  pastor. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  a  facility 
which  houses  a  thriving  United  Methodist 
ministry  serving  the  largely  Native 
American  population  of  the  area,  suffered 
flood  damage.  "Fortunately,  the  dormitory 
building  was  alright  since  it  sits  10  feet 
off  the  ground,"  said  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
Acadiana  district  superintendent.  The  dor¬ 
mitories  are  frequently  used  by 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  who  conduct 
programs  for  children  in  the  area  and 
assist  with  local  construction  projects. 

"Pastors  in  the  Lake  Charles  and 
Acadiana  districts  followed  the  mayor's 
orders  by  evacuating  when  asked  to  do 
so,  leading  by  example.  They  had  to 
transport  people  who  had  evacuated  here 
in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina, 
patiently  and  carefully  moving  folks  who 
had  already  been  displaced.  They've  done 
all  this  efficiently,  despite  the  effects  of 
tremendous  fatigue,"  said  Ezell. 

"They've  been  heroes  in  the  way 
they've  responded." 
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Above  left,  Evelyn  Brandon  greets  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  for  the  first 
time  since  fleeing  her  home  in  New  Orleans  in  advance  of  Hurricane  Katrina."l 
thought  I  would  never  see  you  again,"  she  said,  hugging  him.  Brandon's  house 
sustained  only  minor  damage  from  the  hurricane  and  flooding. Top, Tate  sur¬ 
veys  destruction  inside  the  sanctuary  of  St.  Luke's  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  located 
in  the  Lakeview  area.  A  coat  of  mud  covers  Tate's  car  which  was  engulfed  by 
flood  waters.  A  license  plate  identifies  the  car  as  belonging  to  a  United 
Methodist  pastor.  Above,  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard  of  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destrahan, 
who  accompanied  Tate  on  his  trip  back  to  St.  Luke's  UMC,  takes  in  the  devasta¬ 
tion.  Blanchard's  church  suffered  minimal  damage  from  the  Category  4  storm. 


St.  Luke's,  from  page  1 


Blanchard  advises  Tate  to  stay  out¬ 
side  as  he  goes  into  the  kitchen  to  look 
for  the  pot.  He  comes  out  with  the  pot,  a 
couple  of  chalices  and  the  top  to  their 
wedding  cake.  Nothing  else  can  be  sal¬ 
vaged. 

Tate  looks  around  his  backyard.  A 
picnic  table  that  isn’t  his  stands  upside- 
down.  An  old  wooden  handmade  swing 
he  got  22  years  ago  hangs  lopsided  on 
part  of  the  carport.  His  white  car,  with  a 
“United  Methodist  Pastor”  plate  on  the 
front,  is  painted  with  mud.  The  water 
line  on  his  house  looks  like  it  would 
extend  beyond  the  roof  if  it  had  some¬ 
place  to  go. 

‘There’s  our  barbecue  pit,”  he  says. 
“When  you  are  a  pastor,  you  don’t  make 
much  money.  The  things  you  have  you 
are  proud  of  because  you  sacrificed  to  be 
able  to  buy  them  for  your  family.” . 

;  /Sate,  like  many  other  people  in  New 
Orleans,  is  iiving  in  a  part  of  town  that  is 
not  supposed  to  flood,  so  he  has  no  flood 
insurance.  Renter’s  insurance  covers  his 
personal  belongings. 

.  Driving  from  the  church  to  his  par- 
*  Isonage,  he  passes  two  houses  spray- 
painted  with  a  code  indicating  a  dead 
body  was  recovered.  The  military  hasn’t 
made  it  down  Tate’s  street  yet  to  check 
for  bodies. 

To  get  to  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tate  has  to  pass  a  checkpoint  set 
up  by  the  police.  He  explains  he  is  going 
to  see  his  church,  and  the  friendly  officer 
says,  “Go  slow.  If  you  run  into  any  trou¬ 
ble,  call  us.” 

Pulling  up  to  the  church,  the  only 
color  one  sees  is  brown.  Everything  is 
dead.  Brown  grass,  brown  plants,  brown 
trees  cover  the  church  grounds. 

A  banner  still  hangs  in  front  of  the 
church  entrance.  Tate  reads  it  aloud  as  he 
heads  for  the  front  doors:  “Welcome:  A 
Place  for  You.” 

As  soon  as  the  door  opens,  the  smell 
jumps  out  and  hits  like  a  physical  blow. 
Tate  moves  up  the  stairs  to  the  choir  loft 
to  survey  his  sanctuary.  Purple  pew 
cushions  block  the  front  entrance;  the 
piano  and  organ  are  upside-down. 
Sunlight  streams  through  the  beautiful 
stained-glass  windows  and  sends  lovely 
red  and  blue  lights  through  the  destroyed 
church. 

Mold  has  devoured  everything  on  the 
flood-soaked  first  floor.  There  is  nothing 
left  to  save  here.  The  water  from  the 
broken  levee  had  no  regard  for  anything, 

I  not  even  the  poster  painted  by  loving 
hands  outside  the  nursery  that  says,  “The 


School  Bell  Rings  at  St.  Luke’s.” 

“Fellowship  Hall  is  full  of  mold,” 

Tate  notes.  Upstairs,  things  look  better. 
Inside  his  office,  Tate  finds  his  Bible,  his 
clerical  robes  and  some  precious  photos 
and  his  hard-won  clergy  credentials. 

“I  really  didn’t  think  I  would  have 
anything  to  take,”  he  says,  as  he  gathers 
as  much  as  he  can.  On  one  wall  is  a 
clock  that  stopped  at  9:32  a.m.  on  Sept. 
27.  “That  is  exactly  the  time  we  left,”  he 
says. 

Tate  is  one  of  the  more  than  90  dis¬ 
placed  pastors  from  Orleans  Parish. 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  has  assigned 
him  to  be  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Storm  Recovery  Center. 

Sitting  in  the  office  a  day  before 
Hurricane  Rita  is  scheduled  to  hit  the 
beleaguered  state,  Tate  tells  his  story. 

“I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
just  wasn’t  going  to  leave;”  he  says.  “I 
told  my  wife  I  thought  we  could  just 
weather  the  storm  in  our  house.”  But  as 
reports  kept  getting  bleaker  he  changed 
his  mind. 

At  a  prayer  service  he  held  at  his 
church  Aug.  27,  he  questioned  all  the 
people  there  about  where  they  were 
going.  Most  had  already  packed  their 
cars  and  were  ready  to  leave.  Evelyn 
Brandon,  a  recent  widow,  wasn’t  going 
to  leave. 

Tate  and  his  wife  begged  her  to 
change  her  mind  and  offered  her  the 
hotel  reservations  they  had  for  a  room  in 
Houston.  She  finally  decided  to  leave. 
Tate  is  not  sure  everyone  else  did. 

Brandon  is  safe  and  now  back  in  her 
home.  She  and  Tate  have  a  tearful 
reunion  after  he  sees  the  church  and  his 
home. 

“I  thought  I  would  never  see  you 
again,”  she  says,  hugging  him.  They  dis¬ 
cuss  plans  to  have  a  church  service  at 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church  at 
5  p.m.  on  Oct.  9. 

“People  need  to  get  back  into 
church,”  she  says. 

“This  will  be  a  service  for  the  people 
of  St.  Luke’s,”  Tate  assures  her.  T  need 
to  get  back  to  preaching.” 

While  dealing  with  the  upheaval 
caused  by  the  storm,  Tate  gets  some 
good  news.  On  Aug.  3 1 ,  two  days  after 
Katrina  hit  New  Orleans,  he  had  been 
scheduled  for  a  medical  procedure  to 
remove  a  malignant  tumor.  On  a  later 
visit  to  doctors  in  Baton  Rouge,  he 
leams  the  tumor  has  disappeared. 

“We  Methodists  are  praying  people,” 
he  says.  “That’s  the  power  of  prayer.” 
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Members  count  blessings  after  hurricane  destroys  church,  homes 


SLIDELL,  La.  (UMNS)  —  Standing 
outside  the  wrecked  ruins  of  her  church, 
Ella  Doyle  told  members  of  her  congrega¬ 
tion,  “God  has  got  a  better  day  coming.” 

Doyle  survived  the  terror  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  aboard  a  boat  with  her  husband 
and  two  sons.  At  one  point,  both  of  her 
sons  disappeared  beneath  the  water  and  her 
husband  stopped  breathing. 

“I  stood  up  in  that  boat  and  prayed,”  she 
said.  “I  have  no  desire  to  walk  around 
telling  people  I  lost  this  or  that;  I  didn’t 
lose  nothing.  The  only  thing  we  need  to 
worry  about  is  whether  we  are  going  to  see 
heaven.” 

For  the  second  time  since  the  hurricane 
destroyed  their  church  and  homes,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  gathered  Sept.  25  in  the  parking  lot 
for  the  Sunday  worship  service. 

“You  look  so  dear  to  me,”  the  Rev. 
Ernest  Scott  told  his  congregation, 

A  soft  breeze  filtered  over  the  63  faith¬ 
ful.  “Feel  the  gentle  breeze  of  our  God,” 
Scott  said.  “He  sends  the  wind  and  the  rain, 
but  he  still  sends  a  gentle  breeze.” 

A  30-foot  wall  of  water  from  Lake 
Ponchartrain  slammed  into  the  small  com¬ 
munity  surrounding  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion, 
soaking  all  the  homes  and  leaving  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  nothing. 

“My  house  is  boarded  up,  but  I  am 
happy  because  the  Lord  is  blessing  me,” 
said  Dora  Jackson,  77. 

Jackson  lived  in  her  home  for  5 1  years 
before  Hurricane  Katrina  ran  her  out.  “I 
raised  all  six  of  my  children  in  this  house,” 
she  said,  looking  around. 

Donald  Y.  Archie,  lay  leader  of  the 
church,  walked  inside  his  water-soaked 
church  for  the  first  time  this  Sunday.  He 
said  he  had  been  putting  off  looking  inside. 


When  he  came  back  outside  he  said, 
“The  Lord  giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh 
away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

With  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said,  “We’ll 
come  back.” 

That  sentiment  was  echoed  by  most  of 
the  people  gathered  under  the  cloudy  skies. 

Iris  Turner,  from  Rochester,  N.Y.,  came 
back  to  see  about  her  family  and  told  the 
congregation,  “Nothing  belongs  to  you. 
God  stripped  us  naked,  but  there  is  a  pur¬ 
pose  he  did  this.  It  is  time  to  get  close  and 
stop  worshipping  stuff.” 

Charles  Alfred,  72,  said  he  and  his  wife 
lost  everything  they  had  in  their  47-year- 
long  marriage.  Before  services  began,  he 
talked  about  the  renovations  that  had  just 
been  completed  and  the  plans  the  church 
was  making  to  expand. 

“We  were  just  getting  ready  to  sign  a 
contract  to  start  building  a  family  life  cen¬ 
ter,”  he  said.  Six  feet  of  water  in  the  church 
means  two  and  a  half  years  of  renovation 
and  $250,000  are  down  the  drain,  he  said. 

As  members  talked  about  blessings  and 
losses,  Scott  gave  them  tips  on  coping  with 
being  displaced  and  scattered.  “Be  patient; 
learn  acceptance.” 

He  also  talked  about  how  hard  it  is  to 
lose  everything.  “I  am  being  real,”  he  said, 
laughing.  “I  looked  at  my  mined  suits  and 
shoes  and  I  just  said,  ‘ummm.’  Some  of 
those  things  I  just  liked.” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  working  with  the  church  to  get  a 
tent  for  the  congregation,  and  church  mem¬ 
bers  voted  to  continue  meeting  at  8  a.m. 
every  Sunday  on  the  grounds. 

“Keep  your  mind  on  heavenly  things,” 
Scott  said.  “This  is  just  a  junction.  We  will 
get  through  this,  and  this  too  will  pass.” 


The  Rev.  Ernest  Scott  leads  a  service  at  his  church  in  Slidell,  La.,  where  the  sanctuary  was 
flooded  by  the  storm  surge  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  Dubose. 


Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC 

Members  of  Hartzell  Mt.Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell,  La., 
gather  for  an  outdoor 
worship  service  following  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Above,  torrential  flood  waters  dis¬ 
turbed  tombs  in  the  church  cemetery. 
Left,  a  church  bell  rests  at  the  base  of 
the  bell  tower  at  Hartzell  Mt.Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell, 
La.,  where  it  was  blown  by  winds 
from  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Paul  Younger,  visible  through  the 
arch,  carries  folding  chairs  for  an  out¬ 
door  worship  service  at  the  church. 
The  sanctuary  was  flooded  with 
about  six  feet  of  water  from  the 
storm. 

UMNS  photos  by  Mike  Dubose 
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CEF  offers  grants  to  displaced  lay  eduators 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  is  a  national  organization  within  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Each  annual  conference  is 
invited  to  establish  a  chapter  to  encourage  and  nurture  Christian  educators  in  their  various  areas  of  ministry.  Several  CEF  chap¬ 
ters  around  the  United  States  have  offered  to  support  the  paid  church  staff  Christian  educators  who  have  had  their  lives  disrupted 
by  Katrina. 

A  plan  has  been  initiated  to  offer  a  $500  grant  to  any  paid  church  staff  lay  professional  in  the  area  of  Christian  education  that 
has  been  displaced  or  has  experienced  a  loss  of  salary  from  his/her  church  due  to  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

To  apply  for  funding,  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail  to  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Application  for  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Grant 


Date: 


Name: 


(First)  (Middle) 

Current  mailing  address: 


(Last) 


(P.O.  Box  or  Street) 


(City) 

Current  telephone  number: 

Mobile  phone  number: _ 

Email  address: 


(State) 


(Zip  Code) 


Church  employed  by: _ 

Pastor  of  employing  church: 
Christian  educator's  title: 


Please  make  one  of  the  requests  below: 


a  paid  church  staff  lay  professional 


-  -  (Please  print  full  name)  .___  *4. 

from  the  New  Orleans  District  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  do  request  a  $500  grant  to 
help  defray  the  expenses  incurred  from  being  displaced  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 


a  paid  church  staff  lay  professional 


(Please  print  full  name)  .___ 

from  the  New  Orleans  District  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  do  request  a  $500  grant 
due  to  a  loss  of  salary  from  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 


Signature: 


Journey,  from  page  2 

of  normalcy.  In  the  midst  of  all  that  is 
going  on  around  us,  one  thing  is  certain  - 
God  is  present  and  in  control.  There  is 
nothing  different  about  that!  And  that  real¬ 
ization  makes  us  able  to  face  tomorrow 
with  assurance  that  whatever  happens, 

God  is  still  the  constant.  The  Creator  God 
just  keeps  creating  and  the  Sustaining  God 
just  keeps  sustaining.  God  has  not  aban¬ 
doned  us  nor  has  God  forgotten  our  plight. 
God  is  sure  and  steady  while  we  refocus 
our  dependence  on  God  (and  not  the 
bureaucracy!)  for  the  strength  and  discern¬ 
ment  to  meet  today  and  the  vision  and  con¬ 
fidence  to  hope  for  tomorrow. 


It's  no  "sentimental  journey"  I'm  on  or 
you're  on.  It's  the  real  thing!  And  my 
mind's  been  set  at  ease. 

In  Christ's  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fait 


Louisiana  State  University  Wesley  Foundation 

Members  of  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation  served  as  work  teams  in  Slidell  and 
New  Orleans  removing  debris,  ripping  out  flooring  and  carpets,  taking  down 
mold-covered  walls  and  removing  destroyed  appliances  from  homes  of  area 
elderly. The  group  working  in  New  Orleans  helped  clear  out  debris  from  the 
home  of  an  associate  pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.The 
team  was  housed  at  St. Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  in  Mandeville.  Photo  by 
Meghan  Backstrom. 


Storm  Statistics 

According  to  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  not  a  single  church  in  the 
entire  New  Orleans  district  had  been 
spared  from  the  effects  of  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

At  least  24  churches  received  flooding 
of  some  kind.  Some  of  it  was  minor;  some 
reported  flood  waters  as  high  as  1 1  feet. 

It  is  thought  that  12  churches  have  sus¬ 
tained  damages  so  severe  that  total  recon¬ 
struction  will  be  necessary  to  restore  them. 

Around  one  fourth  of  the  New  Orleans 
district  churches  sustained  more  manage¬ 
able  injuries,  such  as  roof  damage,  downed 
fences  and  blown  out  windows.  The  vast 
majority  are  still  without  electricity. 

Some  churches,  like  Aurora  UMC  on 
the  West  Bank  and  El  Mesias  in  Kenner 
sustained  only  minor  damage  while  the 
areas  surrounding  the  churches  were  hard 
hit.  “The  winds  and  flooding  were  so  bad 
that  the  walls  of  Redwoods  Apartment 
complex  literally  fell  down.  Most  houses 
around  the  church  have  had  three  to  four 
feet  of  water  inside,”  said  Rev.  Sam  Calvo 
of  El  Mesias  UMC,  the  seat  of  Hispanic 
Ministries  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Three  United  Methodist  institutions  in 
New  Orleans  affected  by  the  storm  include 
Dillard  University  and  Lafon  Nursing 
Home,  both  affected  by  flooding,  and  The 
Methodist  Home  for  Children.  Rev.  Lance 
Eden,  displaced  pastor  from  First  Street 
UMC  in  New  Orleans,  is  temporarily  serv¬ 
ing  on  staff  in  Ruston. 

Hurricane  Rita  completely  destroyed 
Cameron  UMC,  and  most  likely  Grand 
Chenier  and  Pecan  Island  UMCs. 

The  storm  also  dumped  torrential  rains 
and  caused  significant  wind  damage  in 
Dulac,  La.,  where  Clanton  Chapel  UMC 
and  a  thriving  ministry  for  a  large  Native 
American  population  is  located.  The  com¬ 
munity  has  recently  recovered  from  exten¬ 
sive  damages  incurred  during  Hurricane 
Lilly  in  2002. 

A  total  of  97  pastors  were  displaced  as 
a  result  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  To  date,  3 1 
clergy  have  been  placed  outside  of  their 
home  church,  with  14  serving  in  the  Texas 
Conference.  “Four  of  those  are  serving  as 
chaplains  in  Houston  hospitals,”  said  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  provost.  “In  the  North  Texas 
Conference,  two  of  our  clergy  are  working 
with  resettlement  coordination  in  the 
Dallas  area.” 

The  majority  of  the  clergy  are  working 
within  their  local  church  ministry  as  they 
are  able.  A  number  have  returned  and  are 
holding  worship,  as  well  as  serving  as 
staging  areas  for  repair  work  in  more  hard 
hit  areas. 

Clergy  of  churches  that  are  severely 
damaged  are  keeping  in  contact  with  their 
members  who  have  scattered  all  over  the 
country  via  the  internet. 

Two  of  the  displaced  clergy  from  the 
New  Orleans  district  are  playing  leadership 
roles  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center,  housed  in  the  conference 
offices  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Darryl  Tate 
serves  as  director  for  the  Storm  Center  and 
Rev.  Connie  Thomas  is  in  charge  of  volun¬ 
teer  services.  St.  Luke’s  UMC  and 
Napoleon  Avenue  UMC,  their  respective 
churches,  suffered  severe  storm  damage. 
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Baton  Rouge  churches  band  together  in  relief  effort 


Downtown  churches  worked  together  and  congregations  serving  the  Louisiana 
State  University  area  of  Baton  Rouge  combined  forces  to  help  with  relief  efforts 
after  Hurricane  Katrina. Top,  members  of  University  United  Methodist  Church 
unload  one  of  many  supply  trucks  that  arrived  at  the  church  in  the  weeks  follow¬ 
ing  the  storm. The  church  acted  as  a  supply  depot  for  area  shelters  and  hotels 
housing  evacuees.  St.  Alban's  Episopal  Church  offered  assistance  with  transport¬ 
ing  goods,  and  Christ  the  King  Catholic  Church  collected  clothing  and  offered  day 
care  for  displaced  children.  University  UMC  provided  supplies  and  volunteers  to 
neighboring  University  Presbyterian  Church  which  housed  mothers  with  new¬ 
borns.  First  United  Methodist  Church  banded  with  other  congregations  serving 
downtown  Baton  Rouge  by  preparing  and  serving  hundreds  of  meals  on  a  daily 
basis. The  meals  were  served  to  evacuees  sheltered  in  downtown  churches  and  to 
Red  Cross  staff  housed  at  Broadmoor  UMC.  St.  James  Episcopal  staffed  a  clothes 
closet  and  First  Presbyterian  offered  daycare.  First  UMC  received  clothing,  above, 
food,  books  and  other  supplies  that  were  distributed  to  evacuees  with  the  help  of 
other  downtown  congregations.  First  UMC  clergy  were  actively  involved  in  pro¬ 
viding  spiritual  support  to  thousands  housed  at  the  downtown  River  Center. 


La.  State  Sen.  Robert  Adley,  right, 
Shreveport  district  lay  leader, 
discusses  UMCOR  resources  and 
governmental  response  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  at  Grace  Community  UMC  in 
Shreveport. The  group  included,  left 
to  right,  Richard  Wright,  Grace 
Community  UMC  member  and  assis¬ 
tant  to  Congressman  Jim  McCrery; 
District  Disaster  Relief  Coordinator 
Ron  Feaster;  District  Superintendent 
Doug  Cain;  and  Rev.  Rob  Weber. 


Dick  Reese  of  Reese  Brothers  Mule  Co.  in  Gallatin, Tenn.,  is  caring  for  evacuated  mules 
and  horses  from  the  New  Orleans  tourist  trade  until  the  owners  can  return  to  business 
following  the  destruction  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Jan  Snider. 


French  Quarter  mules  find  home 


GALLATIN,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-Within 
two  days  of  the  New  Orleans  flood,  Dick 
and  Amanda  Reese  of  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  had 
more  than  30  extra  mouths  to  feed.  The 
meals  were  served  up  in  the  form  of  hay 
bales  and  Tennessee  pasture  land. 

The  Reeses,  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gallatin,  are  mule 
ranchers,  along  with  Dick's  brother,  Rufus. 
When  Hurricane  Katrina  caused  levees  in 
New  Orleans  to  break  Aug.  29,  the  Reeses 
knew  the  animals  pulling  carriages  around 
the  French  Quarter  were  in  trouble. 

Dick  began  trying  to  reach  the  carriage 
owners.  He  had  originally  sold  many  of  the 
hardy  animals  to  the  businesses  and  wanted 
to  offer  his  ranch  for  boarding. 

The  first  owner  he  heard  from  was  sure 
her  animals  had  perished  in  the  flood.  "She 
was  devastated,"  he  recalls.  "She  thought 
she'd  lost  her  business  and  everything." 

She  soon  discovered  the  mules  had  been 
taken  to  a  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  shelter. 

Dick  arranged  for  trucks  to  pick  up  the 
mules  and  bring  them  to  Tennessee. 
Amanda  says  it  is  their  mission  to  care  for 
the  animals  until  the  carriage  businesses 
can  be  restored.  "A  driving  mule  is  hard  to 
come  by  these  days,"  she  explains.  "The 
business  owners'  way  of  life  needed  pro¬ 
tecting." 

"There  are  probably  1 20  working  mules 
in  New  Orleans,  although  only  about  25 


can  be  out  on  the  square  at  a  time,"  Dick 
explains.  "If  the  mules  were  lost,  that 
would  affect  at  least  120  families." 

The  Reese  brothers  are  mending  fences 
along  their  land  to  keep  the  mules  from 
wandering  the  country  roads.  "They're  very 
curious  animals,"  Dick  says.  "They'll  get 
into  everything;  they'll  open  gates  and  get 
where  they  don't  need  to  be.” 

Reese  says  he’s  banded  the  mules  to 
indicate  which  ones  belong  to  the  particu¬ 
lar  owners.  He's  observed  that  even  though 
the  rescued  mules  are  sharing  pastureland, 
they  do  not  associate  with  the  mules 
belonging  to  a  competing  company. 

To  their  good  fortune,  the  rift  did  not 
extend  to  their  rescue.  A  New  Orleans  car¬ 
riage  company  owner  hauled  a  competing 
company's  mules  to  safety  when  he  discov¬ 
ered  they  were  stranded.  Ten  additional 
horses  were  not  so  lucky  and  spent  several 
days  on  the  highway  surrounded  by  water. 
Those  horses  are  being  transported  to  the 
Reese  ranch. 

Mules,  a  cross  between  donkeys  and 
horses,  are  considered  personable  and  intel¬ 
ligent.  Carriage  drivers  are  known  to  get 
attached  to  their  equine  partners,  and  some 
have  contacted  Dick  Reese  to  see  how  the 
animals  are  doing. 

"Their  homes  are  under  water  and 
they're  staying  at  shelters,  but  the  drivers 
want  to  come  and  visit  their  mules.” 
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Bishop  Hutchinson  addresses  financial  concerns 


BY  KATHY  L  GILBERT 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  (UMNS)  —  The 
toll  from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  is 
going  to  be  significant  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  according  to  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson. 

“There  is  not  a  single  church  in  New 
Orleans  Parish  that  has  not  been  impacted 
by  Hurricane  Katrina,  and  now  some  have 
been  hit  again  by  Rita,”  Hutchinson  said  at 
a  Sept.  26  meeting  of  Baton  Rouge  District 
pastors. 

The  gatherin  g  was  one  of  four  held 
throughout  the  conference.  Meetings  shed- 
uled  in  the  Lake  Charles  and  Acadiana 
Districts  for  Sept.  23  were  cancelled  due  to 
the  impending  storm,  Hurricane  Rita. 

More  than  90  pastors  are  without  con¬ 
gregations,  and  the  conference  will  need  to 
pay  their  salaries  plus  a  few  other  basic 
needs,  he  said.  Destroyed  churches  cannot 
take  up  collections,  he  noted. 

“In  the  worst-case  scenario,  over  the 
next  four  months,  the  conference  will  need 
to  pay  out  $1.1  million,”  he  said.  “That  is  a 
huge  undertaking  which  the  conference 
does  not  have  in  reserve  funds.”  If  pastors 
are  not  able  to  get  churches  rebuilt  and 
their  salaries  have  to  be  paid  in  2006,  the 
cost  will  rise  to  $3.3  million,  he  said. 

Having  more  than  90  churches  unable 
to  pay  salaries  for  their  pastors  also  means 
those  congregations  will  be  unable  to  pay 
apportionments  to  the  conference,  he  said. 
For  the  rest  of  2005,  that  will  mean  a 
$700,000  shortfall,  plus  an  additional  $1.7 
million  if  churches  still  cannot  pay  any¬ 
thing  in  2006. 

The  third  large  impact  the  conference 
faces  is  the  cost  of  insurance  deductibles 
for  church  property  in  New  Orleans  Parish, 
which  is  valued  at  more  than  $  1 00  million. 
Many  of  the  district  records  were  destroyed 
in  the  flood  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  “many  churches  have  disappeared.” 
Finding  records  of  insurance  and  property 
values  will  be  challenging,  he  said. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  set  up  a 
special  bishop’s  appeal  to  pay  for  the  short¬ 
falls  and  pastor  salaries,  Hutchinson  said. 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  doesn't  deal  with  churches  or  pas¬ 
tor’s  salaries,  he  explained.  UMCOR’s 
money  goes  to  humanitarian  relief  for  com¬ 
munities  affected  by  the  hurricanes. 


“We  are  asking  churches  in  Louisiana  to 
please  direct  funds  to  the  bishop’s  appeal  if 
possible,”  Hutchinson  said  at  the  meeting. 

Other  conferences  are  beginning  to 
place  pastors,  but  they  will  not  pay  their 
salaries,  he  said.  The  Texas  Conference  is 
providing  placement  for  14  pastors  and 
will  provide  housing,  utilities,  clothing,  etc. 
for  the  pastors. 

The  North  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
North  Georgia  conferences  have  also 
placed  some  of  Louisiana’s  displaced 
pastors.  The  Louisiana  Conference’s 
Storm  Recovery  Center  in  Baton  Rouge 
is  using  displaced  pastors  to  run  the  dis¬ 
aster  relief  efforts. 

The  impact  of  Hurricane  Rita  on  other 
parts  of  the  state  is  being  assessed, 
Hutchinson  said.  Despite  the  bad  economic 
news,  he  told  the  pastors  many  churches 
and  individuals  from  around  the  world 
have  sent  money  to  Louisiana. 

Nanci  Youngblood,  a  volunteer  in  the 
Storm  Recovery  Center,  said  “hearts  are 
broken  over  the  church  for  South 
Louisiana.” 

“We  have  had  some  incredible  offers 
from  people  who  want  to  help,”  she  said. 
“The  beauty  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nection  is  working.” 

The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  conference 
provost,  said  it  would  take  five  years  at  a 
minimum  to  recover  fully  from  the  storms. 
“We  can't  even  start  relief  efforts  for  some 
of  our  churches  yet  because  we  can’t  get 
into  the  areas.” 

Cottrill  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Hazlewood, 
UMCOR  disaster  response  executive,  pre¬ 
dicted  donations  will  top  the  $40  million 
collected  by  the  agency  after  the  Dec.  26 
tsunami  that  struck  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
However,  only  about  30  percent  or  less  of 
the  money  coming  in  will  go  to  Louisiana, 
he  said. 

“Nothing  like  this  has  ever  happened 
before,”  Cottrill  said.  “We  are  building  the 
boat  while  we  are  still  in  it.” 

Response  to  the  needs  of  churches  from 
pastors  in  the  state  has  been  “overwhelm¬ 
ingly  positive,”  Hutchinson  said.  “The 
church  has  been  the  church.” 

Hutchinson  said  there  is  a  song  he  has 
been  living  with  for  the  last  few  weeks 
based  on  Psalm  29.  “God  rides  above  the 
storm,  giving  peace  to  his  people.” 


Above,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  of 
the  Louisiana  area  leads  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  clergy  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  to  discuss  the  church's 
response  to  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita. "We  are  asking  church¬ 
es  in  Louisiana  to  please  direct 
funds  to  the  bishop's  appeal  if 
possible,"  Hutchinson  said  at 
the  meeting,  which  also  includ¬ 
ed  some  pastors  from  the  New 
Orleans  district. 

Left,  The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
provost  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  answers  questions 
during  the  meeting. The  meet¬ 
ing  focused  on  financial  and 
logistical  challenges  facing  the 
annual  conference  as  the  recov¬ 
ery  phase  begins. The  gathering 
was  one  of  four  held  through¬ 
out  the  conference.  Meetings 
scheduled  in  the  Lake  Charles 
and  Acadiana  Districts  for  Sept. 
23  were  cancelled  due  to 
Hurricane  Rita."Nothing  like 
this  has  ever  happened  before," 
Cottrill  said."We  are  building 
the  boat  while  we  are  still  in  it." 
UMNS  photos  by  Mike  DuBose. 


UMCOR  opens  new  relief  centers  after  Katrina  and  Rita 
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NEW  YORK,  Sept.  27,  2005— “There 
is  not  a  structure  standing  in  Cameron 
Parish.”  That  was  the  grim  assessment 
this  morning  of  an  observer  in  western 
Louisiana  getting  a  look  at  the  effects  of 
Hurricane  Rita’s  punishing  winds  in 
Louisiana  and  Texas  over  the  weekend  of 
Sept.  24-25. 

The  city  of  Cameron  and  other  coastal 
towns  are  accessible  only  by  helicopter  or 
boat,  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Hazelwood,  disas¬ 
ter  response  executive  for  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The 
UMCOR  official  has  virtually  lived  in  the 
disaster  zones  of  two  hurricanes  since 


Aug.  29,  when  Hurricane  Katrina  devas¬ 
tated  a  three-state  area  of  the  Gulf  Coast. 
He  was  in  Louisiana  for  Hurricane  Rita. 

Reporting  from  Beaumont,  TX,  this 
morning,  Mr.  Hazelwood  said  that  the 
biggest  challenge  beyond  the  utter 
destruction  is  crowding  at  shelters. 

“In  Lufkin,  TX,  for  example,  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  Red  Cross 
shelter  with  capacity  of  260.  Sunday  night 
there  were  580  people  there,”  he  said. 
Sixteen  other  shelters  in  the  Lufkin  area 
face  the  same  situation.  Some  shelters 
were  destroyed  or  flooded  in  the  two 
storms. 


In  Louisiana,  conference  officials  are 
working  with  UMCOR  to  extend  their 
network  of  emergency  response  westward 
to  the  Lake  Charles  area.  They  are  evalu¬ 
ating  sites  for  two  or  three  new  relief  cen- 
ters.The  centers  will  stock  and  distribute 
supplies  from  other  depots,  such  as 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown,  the  mission  center 
and  warehouse  in  Baldwin,  LA. 

Similar  centers  are  already  being  set  up 
in  the  Slidell  and  Metairie  areas.  The 
Northshore  will  also  likely  serve  as  a  site. 

Once  thriving  towns  in  the  Lake 
Charles  region  are  closed  even  to  resi¬ 
dents,  said  Mr.  Hazelwood.  Electricity  and 


other  services  have  not  yet  been  restored, 
as  flood  waters  recede. 

UMCOR  consultants  have  again 
fanned  out  through  the  four-state  area, 
working  with  a  dozen  highly  skilled  vol¬ 
unteers  who  have  extensive  experience  in 
disaster  response. Their  roles  vary.  Some 
are  training  volunteers  at  storm  call  cen¬ 
ters.  Some  are  experts  in  case  manage¬ 
ment.  Others  know  how  to  mobilize 
church  members  in  a  disaster  zone  and 
help  them  design  a  holistic  response.  “I 
can’t  think  of  a  church  that  isn’t 
involved,”  said  Mr.  Hazelwood. 
“Churches  are  doing  all  they  know  to  do. 
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Publishing  House  to  provide  support  to  hurricane  victims 


First  Street  UMC  Re-opens 

First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  2309  Dryades  St.  in  New 
Orleans,  is  now  open  for  worship. 
Those  wishing  to  participate  in  the 
choir  should  contact  Rev.  Lance 
Eden,  (504)  895-2922  or  (985)  259- 
1476.  His  email  is 
Brothalance@aol.com. 


On  the  Journey  /2 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— Some 
of  the  most  heartbreaking  pictures  of 
destruction  confronting  United  Methodist 
churches  after  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita  are  water-soaked  and  ruined  Bibles, 
United  Methodist  hymnals  and  other  wor¬ 
ship  resources. 


The  board  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  meeting  in  Nashville 
Oct.  3-5,  voted  unanimously  to  spend  up 
to  $500,000  to  restore  those  lost 
resources. 

“We  will  work  hand  in  hand  with  the 
bishops  and  cabinets  of  those  annual  con¬ 


ferences  most  affected  to  plan  for  effi¬ 
cient  and  timely  help  for  as  long  as  it 
takes,”  said  Neil  M.  Alexander,  president 
and  publisher.  “Our  aim  is  to  support 
their  work  of  rebuilding  vital  centers  of 
worship,  Christian  formation,  evangelism 
See  Publishing  House,  page  3 


Asbury  /4 


First  UMC  Gonzales/5 


Moving  Forward 


A  television  crew  from  CBS  prepares  to  interview  Revs.  Darryl  Tate  and  Connie  Thomas,  respectively,  for  a  religion  magazine  pro¬ 
gram  that  airs  quarterly  on  the  national  television  network. Tate  serves  as  the  director  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center  and  Thomas  serves  as  the  Volunteer  Coordinator  for  the  Center,  which  serves  as  the  hub  for  offers  of  assistance 
with  hurricane  response  in  the  annual  conference. 


Relief  and  recovery  efforts  happen  side 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Response  efforts  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  are  helping  the  church 
and  government  officials  “write  the  man¬ 
ual”  for  handling  disasters  of  this  magni¬ 
tude,  according  to  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  provost. 

“We  are  still  in  the  relief  phase  in 
many  of  the  areas  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  while  some  areas  are  already 
moving  into  recovery,”  said  Cottrill,  who 


emphasized  that  damage  assessment  in 
still  in  progress. 

Teams  are  working  with  debris  and 
tree  removal  as  well  as  “mudding  out” 
homes  in  the  areas  surrounding  Orleans 
parish  and  areas  in  southwest  Louisiana 
affected  by  Hurricane  Rita.  However, 
these  same  efforts  inside  the  most  severe¬ 
ly  affected  areas  of  New  Orleans  may  be 
hampered  due  to  the  toxicity  of  the 
sludge  and  mold  left  behind  by  standing 
flood  waters.  “We  are  following  the  lead 


by  side  in  Louisiana 

of  FEMA  and  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  in  these  cases,” 
said  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  director  of  the  La. 
United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery 
Center. 

According  to  statistics  announced  at  a 
FEMA  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  an 
estimated  285,127  homes  were  complete¬ 
ly  destroyed  statewide  during  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.  “That  represents  46 
percent  of  the  homes  affected  by  the 
See  Recovery,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Not 

Last  week  I  went  with  a  small  group 
of  people  to  visit  as  many  flooded 
churches  in  New  Orleans  as  possible. 
Entering  into  the  Lakeview  area  was  like 
going  into  a  dead  movie  set.  Very  few 
cars.  Very  few  people.  Very  few  signs 
of  life.  Empty  houses.  Empty  churches. 
Abandoned  cars  covered  with  silt  and 
mud.  Vegetation  that  was  dead  from  the 
water  that  had  buried  it.  Instead  of  the 
lush  green  of  New  Orleans,  there  was 
crackling  brown  and  rust.  That  was  our 
starting  point. 

From  Lakeview  we  made  it  to  many 
other  parts  of  the  city  -  Gentilly,  New 
Orleans  East,  some  of  the  9th  Ward, 
downtown,  the  Garden  District,  uptown. 
Destruction  was  around  every  comer  and 
that  sickening  smell  of  mold  and  “wet- 
ness”  was  everywhere.  It  was  a  most 
informative  as  well  as  depressing  trip. 

The  devastation  we  viewed  wasn’t  just  in 
a  little  pocket.  It  enveloped  the  city. 

We  had  hoped  to  get  to  some  of  the 
areas  where  our  churches  are  being 
inhabited  and  where  pastors  are  working 
steadily  to  bring  life  back  to  the  area. 
Unfortunately,  we  ran  out  of  time  and 
had  to  start  home  as  we  were  coming  up 
on  the  curfew. 

As  we  headed  toward  Baton  Rouge, 
we  ran  into  a  huge  traffic  jam.  Cars 
were  inching  along,  all  heading  out  of 
the  city.  We  were  on  the  Interstate  by  6 
p.m.  It  was  9  p.m.  before  we  hit  the  city 
limits  of  Baton  Rouge!  An  incredible 
flow  of  traffic!  It  wasn’t  an  evacuation, 
but  we  surely  could  have  profited  from 
contra  flow! 

As  we  inched  our  way  along  in  the 
multitude  of  cars  I  couldn’t  help  but  the¬ 
ologize  and  philosophize  that  this  must 
be  akin  to  a  journey  that  is  leading  some¬ 
where,  but  we  don’t  know  how  far  or 
how  long  it  will  take.  It  appeared  to  me 
to  be  like  those  who  are  heading  for  the 
Promised  Land,  but  the  trail  isn’t  clear 
and  the  length  of  time  seems  unjustifi¬ 
ably  long,  but  we  know  where  we  are 
going  in  spite  of  it  all  and  we  won’t  be 
deterred  in  our  effort  to  get  there.  In  the 
words  of  a  popular  song  of  many  years 
ago,  “There’s  a  long,  long  trail  a  wind¬ 
ing,  into  the  land  of  my  dreams.” 

Do  you  recall  the  scene  (Mark  12:  28- 
34)  where  Jesus  was  being  questioned  by 
several  religious  authorities  and  other 
interested  parties  about  his  views  on  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  faith?  He  amazed  them 
with  his  answers.  Part  of  the  interchange 
was  a  question  around  which  command¬ 
ment  was  to  be  the  first  of  all.  Jesus’ 
answer  that  we  know  so  well  today  was 
that  we  should  love  the  Lord  our  God 
with  all  our  heart,  soul,  mind  and 
strength  and  a  second,  and  like  com¬ 
mandment,  is  this;  you  shall  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself. 

This  impressed  the  one  who  asked  the 
question  and  he  responded  with  an  “aha” 
moment.  “If  one  observes  this  the  way 
you  have  said,  the  whole  teaching  about 
sacrifice  and  burnt  offerings  is  eclipsed.” 


Then  Jesus  said  to 
him  an  interesting 
thing:  “You  are  not 
far  from  the 
Kingdom  of  God.” 

“Not  far.”  Just 
how  far  is  “not  far.” 
Just  how  close  is 
“almost  there.” 

Either  implies  there 
is  yet  a  distance 
between  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  one  who  is  raising  the 
question  and  being  part  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  Just  how  great  was  that  dis¬ 
tance?  How  great  is  that  distance  for  us? 
And  more  importantly,  “How  do  we  tra¬ 
verse  that  separating  space  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  Kingdom  of  God?” 

That  same  question  arises  in  my  mind 
in  relation  to  the  long,  long  trail  that  is  in 
front  of  us  with  regard  to  Hurricane 
recovery  and  arriving  at  the  “new  heaven 
and  new  earth”  we  all  desire  to  experi¬ 
ence  at  the  end  of  the  journey.  We  all  are 
inching  along  on  that  Interstate  between 
disaster  and  what  we  now  call  home  and 
hoping  that  the  next  time  we  travel  on  it 
the  traffic  will  flow  more  smoothly  and 
more  freely.  We  want  to  arrive  at  the 
Kingdom  of  God  -  or  at  least  I  do  -  and 
we  want  that  to  come  sooner  rather  than 
later. 

The  crowded  Interstate  is  but  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  tangle  of  thoughts,  viewpoints, 
hopes,  dreams,  and  expectations  that  are 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  and  surrounding  areas  that 
have  come  to  lend  aid.  We  all  are  mov¬ 
ing  ahead  toward  an  end  “somewhere” 
and  we  hope  we  arrive  there  safely  and 
securely. 

I  long  for  the  day  I  hear  Jesus  say, 
“You  are  ‘not  far’  from  the  answers  to 
the  rebuilding  of  Louisiana  and  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  churches  and  from  the  Kingdom 
of  God.”  I  haven’t  heard  that  statement 
from  his  spirit  yet  -  maybe  my  faith  isn’t 
deep  enough  or  my  listening  isn’t  keen 
enough  -  but  I  haven’t  heard  that  assur¬ 
ance  of  “not  far.”  But  it  won’t  deter  my 
being  on  the  journey  toward  it  and  my 
earnest  desire  to  achieve  it.  I’m  on  the 
highway  with  all  of  you,  and  I’m  inching 
toward  the  destination.  I  know  that  as 
we  go  along  the  traffic  will  begin  to  thin 
and  the  flow  will  become  more  open  and 
we  will  make  that  rapid  progress  we 
desire.  And  then,  I  know  I  will  hear  that 
blessed  voice  say,  “You  are  not  far.”  But 
for  now,  we’re  in  the  jammed  up  stage, 
creeping  along  —  but  it  is  moving! 

Please  continue  to  pray  fervently  for 
God’s  guidance  as  we  make  our  way 
toward  solutions  and  answers.  The  jour¬ 
ney  may  be  long,  but  the  destination  is 
well  worth  the  trouble. 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell  iJcbh* 


Far 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Editor's  Note 


It  has  been  almost  two  months  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  slammed  into  the 
coast  of  Louisiana. 

United  Methodists  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  have 
demonstrated  their  dedication  to  serving 
others  by  offering  shelter,  food,  supplies, 
clothing,  counseling  and  a  shoulder  to 
lean  on. 

Without  much  warning,  Hurricane 
Rita  visited  the  southwest  region  of  our 
state  on  Sept.  24.  We  are  now  faced  with 
meeting  the  needs  of  thousands  of  fel¬ 
low  Louisianians  as  recovery  efforts 


begin  in  earnest.  Experts  predict  that  the 
road  to  total  recovery  could  last  up  to  10 
years. 

Within  these  pages  of  Louisiana 
Now!  are  stories  of  desperation,  bravery 
and  Christian  kindness.  They  are  only  a 
few  of  the  many  that  should  be  told 
about  the  exciting  things  that  are  hap¬ 
pening  in  our  annual  conference  as  we 
work  together  to  help  each  other. 

Send  us  your  stories  so  that  we  may 
celebrate  this  amazing  spirit. 

Betty  Backstrom 

Editor  of  Louisiana  Now! 


Halique  Dawson  presents  a  check  for  $600  From  Church  Women  United  to 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  to  support  hurricane  recovery  efforts.  Church 
Women  United  is  a  national  volunteer-based,  Christian-faith  based,  ecumenical 
women's  movement  initiated  and  carried  out  by  volunteer  women  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. The  movement  that  brings  together  women  of  diverse 
races,  cultures  and  traditions  in  closer  Christian  fellowship,  prayer,  advocacy  and 
action  for  peace  with  justice  in  the  world.  Dawson  serves  regularly  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center,  located  in  the 
Conference  area  offices  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Bishop  Hutchinson  meets  with  Lake  Charles  District  Clergy 


Lake  Charles  District  clergy  and  their 
spouses  gathered  Oct.  5  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Crowley.  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson  addressed  the 
group,  discussing  the  status  of  churches  in 
Calcasieu  and  Cameron  parishes. 

Rev.  Doug  Ezell,  Lake  Charles  district 
superintendent,  handed  out  materials  donat¬ 


ed  by  the  International  Bible  Society  that 
focus  specifically  on  the  needs  of  those 
impacted  by  disaster,  including  survivors 
and  relief  workers. 

Gordon  Knucky  and  Larry  Powell  of 
UMCOR  addressed  questions  regarding 
hurricane  response  in  the  Lake  Charles  and 
Acadiana  districts. 


Worldwide  Methodist  community  responds  to  relief  effort 


The  children  of  Reeves  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monrovia,  Liberia 
send  a  gift  to  the  children  of  Louisiana.  UMNS  writer  Kathy  Gilbert  stands  at  far 
right.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Linda  Green 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Louisiana  native  and  United 
Methodist  News  Service  reporter 
Kathy  Gilbert  was  on  assignment  in 
Liberia  when  Hurricane  Katrina  struck 
the  Gulf  Coast.  Upon  learning  where 
she  was  from,  the  children  of  Reeves 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monrovia  presented  Gilbert  with  a 
$20  donation  “to  help  the  children  of 
Louisiana.” 

“In  a  country  where  80  percent  of 
the  population  lives  below  the  poverty 
line,  $20  is  a  fortune,”  Gilbert  said. 

Such  stories  abound  in  times  of 
tragedy,  further  evidence  of  the 
denomination’s  connectional  nature. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Liberia  has  already  contributed  money 
to  Hurricane  Katrina  relief,  as  has  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church.  Methodist 
women  in  Korea  sent  additional  dona¬ 
tions  to  assist  women  and  children. 
Bishop  Kyung  Ha  Shin,  president  of 
the  Korean  Church’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  presented  the  gift  at  the 
opening  of  a  two-day  consultation 
between  Korean  church  representa¬ 
tives  and  top  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“God  has  given  us  one  heart  with 
the  Korean  Church  in  Christian 
proclamation  and  service,”  said  the 
Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  the  board’s  top 
staff  executive. 

The  United  Methodist  mission  arm 
in  Germany  also  donated  to  the  hurri¬ 
cane  relief  efforts  of  UMCOR,  a  unit 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. “We 
pray  for  the  victims  and  their  families, 
for  those  who  lost  their  houses  and 
belongings,  and  for  those  who  work 
hard  to  help  the  people  in  that  area,” 
said  Bishop  Rosemarie  Wenner  of  the 
denomination’s  Germany  Area. 

Methodists  in  Taiwan  sent  $20,000 
to  UMCOR-an  amount  representing 
about  $400  per  person  in  the  5,000- 
person  church,  known  officially  as  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Republic  of 


China.  Bishop  C.H.  Kuey  said  his 
church  was  praying  for  “those  whose 
lives  have  been  forever  altered  by  this 
tragic  disaster”  and  for  those  working 
to  restore  order  in  the  affected  areas. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Cote  d’Ivoire  received  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  for  hurricane  relief  on  Sept.  18. 
The  church  also  organized  an  inter¬ 
faith  worship  service  to  pray  for  those 
affected  by  the  storm. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  England, 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Haiti,  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  and  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Mozambique 
have  also  collected  offerings. 

“You  and  I  know  that  this  will 
only  be  symbolic,  since  I  think  that 
some  15,000  pesos  were  collected, 
when  converted  to  U.S.  dollars  it  will 
be  some  $625,”  wrote  Bishop 
Ricardo  Pereira  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba.  “We  want  to  send 
this  message  of  love  to  our  brothers 
and  sisters.  (That  amount  equals)  50 
percent  of  one  month's  salary  of  all 
Cuban  pastors.” 

United  Methodist-related  Africa 
University,  based  in  Zimbabwe,  has 
donated  approximately  15,000  sheets 
and  pillowcases  -  originally  designat¬ 
ed  for  ministries  in  Africa,  to  ongoing 
efforts  to  care  and  provide  for  evac¬ 
uees  in  the  affet  areas.  “We  know  how 
it  feels  to  lose  everything,”  said  Vice 
Chancellor  Rukudzo  Murapa.  “We  feel 
honored  to  be  able,  out  of  our  meager 
resources,  to  assist  persons  in  need.” 

Monetary  gifts  to  support  hurricane 
relief  in  Louisiana  can  be  made  by 
making  checks  to  “La.  Annual 
Conference”  and  designating  the 
check  as  “Bishop’s  Appeal”  in  the 
memo  portion  of  the  check.  Gifts  may 
be  placed  in  the  offering  plate  on 
Sunday  morning  or  mailed  to:  La. 
Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

This  special  appeal  is  sanctioned  by 
UMCOR,  as  per  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson. 


Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Doug  Ezell  leads  a  group  of  clergy  in  song 
during  a  recent  meeting  at  First  United  Methodist  in  Crowley. 


Publishing  House,  from  page  1 


and  mission.” 

Harriett  Jane  Olson,  senior  vice  president 
of  publishing,  reported  on  recent  changes 
in  Disciple  Bible  Study.“More  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  have  participated  in 
Disciple,”  said  Olson,  “but  there  are  still 
United  Methodist  congregations  that  have 
never  had  a  Disciple  group.  In  order  to 
make  it  more  accessible  and  appealing  to 
those  congregations,  we  have  produced 
new,  up-to-date  videos  for  the  first  study; 
we  have  made  Disciple  products  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  in  Cokesbury  stores  and  at 
Cokesbury.com.” 

Board  members  heard  that  the  online 
store,  Cokesbury.com,  generated  almost 
$7  million  in  sales  during  the  fiscal  year, 
exceeding  prior-year  sales  by  40  percent. 
They  also  received  a  report  that  sales 
through  Cokesbury  Music  Service  topped 
$  1  million  for  the  first  time,  which  is  4 1 
percent  over  budget  and  56  percent  over 
prior  year;  and  they  learned  that 
Cokesbury’s  vacation  Bible  school.  Circle 
G  Ranch,  had  a  1 6  percent  increase  in 
sales  over  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

Ed  Kowalski,  senior  vice  president  of 
sales,  reported  that  Cokesbury’s  Christian 
Education  Showcase  produced  a  sales 
gain  of  5.8  percent  over  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier.  “In  addition,”  Kowalski 
said,  “the  average  order  value  increased 
by  almost  8  percent,  and  we  increased  the 
total  number  of  buyers  of  our  quarterly 
curriculum,  turning  around  the  declining 


trend  of  recent  years.” 

Major  new  resources  for  children  will  be 
available  in  the  fall  of  2006.  A  new  chil¬ 
dren’s  study  Bible,  using  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version,  is  designed  for 
children  ages  8  through  12. 

The  study  will  include  notes  in  the 
text  that  help  children  discover  who  God 
is  and  how  God  wants  them  to  live, 
explore  the  people  and  places  of  the 
Bible,  learn  how  to  apply  biblical  truths 
to  their  lives,  and  memorize  verses  for 
use  in  their  lives.  In  addition,  Live  B.I.G., 
a  new  DVD-based  curriculum  for  chil¬ 
dren,  will  be  available  in  fall  2006. 
Alexander  acknowledged  that  the 
Publishing  House  faces  a  challenging 
church  resources  marketplace.  “But  that 
makes  our  job  merely  difficult,”  he  said. 

“By  the  grace  of  God,  we  will  fashion 
ever  more  effective  ways  to  help  more 
people  in  more  places  come  to  know  God 
through  Jesus  Christ,  learn  to  love  God, 
and  choose  to  serve  God  and  neighbor.” 
On  Oct.  4,  board  members  worshipped 
with  the  Rev.  Rudy  Rasmus  and  the 
music  team  from  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  Downtown  in  Houston. 
Founded  in  1992  with  assistance  from 
Windsor  Village  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  church  has  grown  from  just 
nine  members  to  more  than  9,000  com¬ 
mitted  Methodists  searching  for  meaning 
and  ways  to  help  those  in  need. 
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Above,  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  storm  center  director,  Joe  Burke,  logistics  director,  and  Llarry 
Powell,  UMCOR,  assist  James  Mouton  with  relief  supplies. Tony  Fontenot,  right,  reviews 
board  indicating  the  day's  deliveries  for  Asbury  UMC.  Below  right.  Church  volunteers 
sort  items. 


Asbury  UMC  serves  as  distribution  center 


The  days  immediately  following 
Hurricane  Rita’s  pounding  of 
Louisiana’s  southwest  coast  were  a 
bevy  of  activity  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

“It  looked  like  an  ant  farm  around 
here.  Almost  out  of  nowhere,  trucks 
started  arriving  at  the  church,  bringing 
everything  from  bottled  water  to 
bleach,  providing  needed  supplies  to 
survivors  of  the  storm,”  said  Rev.  Ed 
Boyd,  pastor  of  the  church,  which  is 
located  just  outside  the  area  hardest  hit 
by  Hurricane  Rita. 

Members  of  Asbury  UMC  sprang 
into  action,  turning  the  church  gymnasi¬ 
um  into  a  supply  depot. 

When  1 8-wheel  trucks  pull  up  to  the 
church,  volunteers  work  to  unload,  sort 
and  distribute  items  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble.  “Sometimes  we  have  our  trucks 
waiting  and  we  forklift  supplies  directly 
onto  those  vehicles,  which  head  straight 
out  to  people  in  the  affected  areas,” 
said  Tony  Fontenot,  church  member  and 
director  of  the  distribution  center. 

The  folks  at  Asbury  UMC  had  been 
“chomping  at  the  bit”  to  help  with 
storm  relief  efforts  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  slammed  into  Louisiana’s  coast 
Aug.  29.  “When  Hurricane  Rita  came 
on  Sept.  24,  we  knew  what  our  mission 
was,”  said  Boyd,  who  spends  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part  of  each  day  driving  trucks 
filled  with  supplies  to  those  in  need. 

The  distribution  center  has  received 
and  sent  out  cleaning  supplies,  shovels, 
tarps,  personal  items,  diapers  and  first 
aid  supplies,  among  other  needed  items. 
“We  never  turn  away  anything.  One  of 


our  goals  is  to  have  supplies  for  the 
next  time  this  happens,”  said  Fontenot, 
who  indicated  that  the  operation  is 
negotiating  for  a  warehouse  to  store 
goods  that  are  unused  once  relief  efforts 
have  subsided. 

The  central  operations  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  center  are  housed  in  the  church 
office.  “We’re  not  using  computers  or  a 
lot  of  paperwork  to  get  this  accom¬ 
plished.  A  large  dry  erase  board  is  used 
for  trafficking  information,  so  once 
items  go  out,  that  information  goes  off 
the  board.  Our  goal  is  to  turn  things 
around  immediately,”  said  Fontenot. 

The  team  points  out  that  their  close 
connections  within  the  affected  areas 
help  to  keep  their  “eyes  on  the  scene.” 
“We  are  keenly  aware  of  what  people’s 
needs  are  right  now.  It  changes  daily, 
and  we  don’t  want  to  supply  people 
with  things  they  can’t  use,”  said  Boyd. 

Volunteers  are  quick  to  acknowledge 
God’s  hand  in  the  success  of  the  opera¬ 
tion.  “Every  time  we  are  made  aware  of 
a  need,  miraculously,  a  truck  holding 
those  items  appears  in  our  parking  lot,” 
said  Boyd. 

Those  involved  with  the  response 
effort  recognize  the  importance  of 
churches  in  this  storm  prone  area  focus¬ 
ing  more  intentionally  on  emergency 
preparedness.  “Supplies  should  be  pre¬ 
positioned  before  a  storm  hits,”  said 
Fontenot. 

Commenting  on  the  overall  effort  of 
Asbury  UMC,  Rev.  Boyd  said, 
“Sometimes  we  plant  a  seed.  Other 
times  we  water  it.  Why  not  be  the  fer¬ 
tilizer  too?” 


2006  Congress  on  Evangelism  moves  to  Nashville 


Lake  Junaluska,  NC  (FFE)-  The  2006 
Congress  on  Evangelism  event  has  been 
moved  to  the  Opryland  Hotel  in  Nashville, 
Tennesee.  The  dates  remain  Jan.  3-6,  2006. 
The  Congress  on  Evangelism  was  original¬ 


ly  scheduled  for  the  Sheraton  New  Orleans 
Hotel,  but  due  to  impact  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  the  hotel  issued  a  contract  release 
due  to  storm  damage. 


t*Vu  i  'tttUJ 


Grant  applicants  sought 


The  La.  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  soliciting  applications  for 
Support  Action  Ministries  (SAM)  grants. 

The  purpose  of  the  SAM  grant  is  to 
provide  a  portion  of  the  initial  funding 
necessary  for  a  local  church  to  establish 
a  new  mission  project.  A  SAM  grant 
will  not  exceed  $3,000  annually  for 
three  consecutive  years. 

Recipients  of  SAM  grants  must  sub¬ 
mit  a  re-application  along  with  an 
attached  financial  audit  at  the  end  of 
each  fiscal  year  in  order  for  funding  to 
be  renewed.  The  deadline  for  all  applica¬ 
tions  will  be  Dec.  3 1 . 

It  is  expected  that  during  a  three  year 
period  of  funding  recipient  projects  will 
actively  seek  other  sources  of  ongoing 


income  in  order  to  become  a  viable  mis¬ 
sion  program  of  the  local  church. 

Priority  for  SAM  grant  funding  will  . 
be  given  to  church  sponsored  mission 
projects  for  local  communities  (this 
includes  projects  sponsored  by  church- 
related  institutions);  local  church  youth 
programs;  and  salary  supplements  for 
mission  project  staff. 

No  hinds  will  be  provided  for  trans¬ 
portation  ministries,  day  care  programs 
and  local  church  staff  salaries. 

Applications  should  be  sent  before 
the  deadline  to:  Rev.  Jayne  Trammell- 
Kelly,  First  UMC,  P.  O.  Box  360, 
Arcadia,  LA  71001.  She  may  be  reached 
at  (318)  263-2860.  Her  fax  is  (318)  263- 
3460. 
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Ray  Adams,  member  of  First  UMC  in  Gonzales,  assists  displaced  woman  with  get¬ 
ting  help  from  distribution  center.  A  displaced  person  living  in  Lamar-Dixon  shel¬ 
ter,  employed  by  the  center,  restocks  the  shelves. 


First  UMC  Gonzales  continues  support  of  evacuees 


Rev.  Gary  Willis  has  watched  the 
members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gonzales,  La.  “shift  gears” 
several  times  to  meet  the  needs  of  those 
displaced  by  recent  hurricanes. 

As  Hurricane  Katrina  approached 
the  Gulf  Coast,  thousands  fled  New 
Orleans,  which  is  a  40  minute  drive 
from  Gonzales.  Volunteers  from  First 
UMC  helped  organize  an  area  shelter  in 
the  Lamar-Dixon  Civic  Center,  which 
ultimately  housed  2,200  displaced  peo¬ 
ple.  “The  center’s  population  is  now 
down  to  750,”  said  Willis.  In  the  early 
weeks  after  the  storm,  members  of  the 
church  were  instrumental  in  running  a 
feeding  program  at  the  shelter,  prepar¬ 
ing  thousands  of  meals  on  a  daily  basis. 

First  UMC  is  currently  involved  in 
running  a  supply  distribution  center 
located  in  a  45,000  square  foot  building 
which  was  formerly  a  Winn  Dixie  store. 
A  steady  stream  of  displaced  individu¬ 
als  comes  through  the  center  on  a  daily 
basis  to  receive  needed  clothing,  food, 
toys  and  other  items.  “Unlike  other  sup¬ 
ply  warehouses,  this  facility  has  refrig¬ 
erated  and  frozen  food  sections,”  said 
Willis. 

Another  unique  feature  of  the  facili¬ 
ty  is  that  shelving,  which  once  held 
Winn  Dixie’s  product  offerings,  allows 
the  center  to  offer  items  in  a  very 
organized  fashion.  Rows  and  rows  of 


clothing,  categorized  by  item  and  size, 
are  kept  in  order  by  workers,  both  vol¬ 
unteer  and  employed.  “Grant  funding 
has  allowed  the  center  to  hire  displaced 
individuals  to  help  with  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  items  and  stocking  of  shelves. 
Most  of  these  folks  are  staying  at 
Lamar-Dixon,”  said  Monica  Roussel, 
distribution  center  manager. 

Members  of  First  UMC  help  with 
stocking  and  serve  as  case  workers, 
assisting  persons  in  need  who  come  to 
the  center  for  supplies.  “This  has  been  a' 
very  rewarding  experience,”  said 
church  member  Ray  Adams. 

Truckloads  of  supplies  have  contin-  • 
ued  to  arrive,  providing  enough  items  to 
keep  dozens  of  long  shelves  and  refrig¬ 
erated  coolers  full.  “Chef  John  Folse 
donated  a  tremendous  amount  of  frozen* 
food  items  that  we  have  already  distrib¬ 
uted,”  said  Roussel.  - 

Operation  of  the  center,  which  has  • 

served  thousands  of  displaced  individu-  * 
als,  has  been  a  cooperative  effort 
between  local  government  and  church-  • 
es.  When  the  parish  was  ready  to  close 
the  facility.  First  UMC  in  Gonzales 
decided  it  would  try  to  keep  the  center  • 
open  for  at  least  another  month. 

Roussel,  who  is  Roman  Catholic, 
likes  to  joke,  “The  Methodists  run  the 
show,  and  they  hired  a  Catholic  to  run 
the  store.” 


HOPE  Ministries  recruits  mentors 


Due  to  the  influx  of  evacuees  from 
areas  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  the 
number  of  families  at  risk  for  homelessness 
and  seeking  self-sufficiency  has  increased, 
and  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  in 
Baton  Rouge  wants  to  match  those  families 
with  volunteers  willing  to  help  them  get 
back  on  their  feet. 

HOPE  Ministries,  a  Capital  Area  United 
Way  agency,  recruits,  screens  and  trains 
volunteers  for  its  Family  Mentoring  pro¬ 
gram.  Mentor  teams  aid  families  at  risk  for 
homelessness  to  make  wise  decisions,  cope 
with  negative  circumstances  and  solve 
problems  using  community  resources. 


Mentor  training  will  be  held  Nov.  1  and 
will  specifically  address  the  needs  of  fami¬ 
lies  traumatized  by  major  disasters  such  as 
Hurricanes  ita  while  also  continuing  to 
cover  topics  that  will  help  mentors  help 
transitionally  homeless  families. 
Discussions  will  cover  understanding  the 
framework  of  poverty,  hidden  rules  among 
different  socioeconomic  groups,  and  navi¬ 
gating  the  over-burdened  social  service 
system. 

Training  begins  at  6  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
Nov.  1,  2005.  For  more  information,  call 
Janet  Simmons,  program  director/volunteer 
coordinator,  at  (225)  355-0702,  ext.  22. 


Historic  Gulfside  Assembly  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina 

Rev.  Ronald  Graham  and  Rev.  Zach  Beasley  survey  the  damage  at  Gulfside  Assembly, 
recalling  childhood  experiences  during  camps  and  retreats  at  Gulfside  which  is  near 
Waveland,  Miss.  The  retreat  center  was  historically  used  by  the  Central  Jurisdiction  and 
was  located  only  three  miles  from  where  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  land.  Gulfside  Assembly 
was  completely  destroyed  by  the  storm. 


Members  of  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  gather  on  the 
front  lawn  of  the  church  campus  to  pose  for  a  50th  anniversary  celebration  picture. 


Broadmoor  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  Celebrates 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  celebrated  50  years  of 
ministry  Sunday,  Oct.  9  in  the  church  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
preached  at  all  the  traditional  services.  The 
Chancel  Choir,  along  with  the  Children’s 
Ensemble,  premiered  a  commissioned 
anthem,  “God  is  Light,”  composed  by 
Lloyd  Larson.  Other  musical  offerings 
included  a  festive  trumpet  trio  and  a 
piano/organ  duet  by  David  Shaler  and 
Dona  Lusted. 


There  were  special  displays  and 
refreshments  available  on  the  lawn  in  front 
of  the  sanctuary.  While  guests  enjoyed  the 
anniversary  cake,  they  were  able  to  stroll 
on  the  lawn  through  displays  created  by  the 
ministry  teams,  classes,  and  groups  cele¬ 
brating  the  diverse  programs  of  the  church. 

A  celebration  banquet,  originally  sched¬ 
uled  for  Oct.  8,  2005  has  been  indefinitely 
postponed.  The  gymnasium,  where  the 
event  would  be  hosted,  is  currently  housing 
Red  Cross  volunteer  staff. 
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Members  of  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dulac  gather  for  worship 
in  the  Main  building  in  the  Dulac  complex.Clanton  Chapel  UMC  flooded  during 
Hurricane  Rita,  because  flood  waters  rose  to  eight  feet. The  chapel  is  built  six  feet 
off  the  ground. The  Dulac  Community  Center  also  flooded,  but  the  office  build¬ 
ing/dormitories  were  spared  damage.  Photo  by  Tim  Hebert 


General  Secretaries  come  to  Louisiana 


La.  Annual  Conference  leaders  met  with 
several  General  Secretaries  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  church  agencies  on  Oct.  1  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
to  discuss  response  to  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita. 

Key  to  the  discussion  were  social  justice 
issues  and  connecting  with  displaced 
United  Methodists  through  enhanced  com¬ 
munication. 

Pictured  counterclockwise  from  top 
right  are  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent;  Rev.  Doug 
Ezell,  Lake  Charles  District 


Superintendent;  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  director 
of  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women;  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson; 
Rev.  Larry  Pickens,  general  secretary  for 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns;  Rev.  Randy  Day,  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  deputy  gener¬ 
al  secretary  for  GBGM;  Deborah  Rowe, 
GBGM;  and  Rev.  Andy  Goff,  Wesley 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Advent  clergy  retreat  scheduled 


In  response  to  Hurricanes  Rita  and 
Katrina,  The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  invite  you  to  put  down 
your  load  and  rest  awhile  at  a  retreat  the 
first  week  of  Advent.The  retreat  is  at  the 
Wesley  Center  (formerly  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center)  and  begins  Wednesday, 
November  30  with  registration  from  1 :30  - 
3:00  and  ends  Friday,  December  2  at  noon. 

We  invite  you  as  clergy  and,  if  possible, 
your  spouses  to  be  part  of  this  retreat.  It  is 
for  those  both  directly  affected  in  the  New 
Orleans  and  Lake  Charles  District.  It  is 
also  for  those  outside  the  direct  path  who 
became  the  host  and  way  station  to  shelter 
those  who  came  to  your  door  and  to  your 
church.  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  will  be 
with  us  throughout  the  retreat. 

Our  retreat  leader.  Dr.  Edward 
Wimberly,  from  ITC  in  Atlanta  has  a  chap¬ 
ter  in  his  book.  Recalling  Our  Stories, 
which  he  calls,  “From  Walking  Wounded 
to  Wounded  Healer.”  It  is  our  prayer  that 
this  time  together  will  be  a  way  to  make 
that  journey  from  walking  wounded  to 
wounded  healer.  This  retreat  following  the 
upheaval  we  have  experienced,  will  offer  a 
safe  place  to  gather,  and  a  faith  community 
of  colleagues  and  spouses  in  which  we  can 
experience  a  time  of  rest  and  renewal.  Now 
that  the  literal  storms  have  passed,  the 
inner  storms  are  yet  to  be  stilled.  Dr.  Ed 
Wimberly  will  be  our  guide,  for  he  has 
walked  the  path  and  helped  others  find 
their  way  as  well. 

Dr.  Wimberly  comments,  “The  desire  to 
return  home  to  the  land  from  which  people 
have  been  displaced  is  deep  in  our  souls.  In 
the  Old  Testament,  the  exiles  always 
desired  to  return  to  their  earthly  homes  and 


to  rebuild  their  lives  even  though  it  took 
many  years.  From  a  biblical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  point  of  view,  the  place  of  exile  and  the 
theme  of  wilderness  always  points  to  tasks 
that  must  be  accomplished  while  in  exile  or 
in  the  wilderness.  These  tasks  include  find¬ 
ing  Sabbath  rest  with  God  where  our  lives 
are  restored  by  conversation  with  God.  Part 
of  the  Sabbath  rest  is  learning  the  lessons 
that  being  in  exile  and  in  the  wilderness 
have  to  teach.  These  lessons  are  listening  to 
God’s  voice,  discerning  God’s  direction  for 
our  future  lives,  and  trusting  God  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  lead  us  back  to  our  homeland.  .  . 
Another  dimension  of  Sabbath  in  the  midst 
of  exile  and  displacement  is  learning  to 
lament,  or  complain  to  God.  Exile  is 
always  a  place  to  work  through  our  anger.” 
Dr.  Wimberly  will  lead  us  on  a  journey  of 
learning  lessons  from  the  wilderness  and 
helping  us  recall  our  stories  of  displace¬ 
ment,  to  lament,  to  movement  through  the 
grief  process.  All  of  these  tasks  lead  to  the 
task  of  rebuilding  our  lives. 

For  those  pastors  and  spouses  who  have 
been  displaced  by  the  hurricanes,  (that  is 
all  clergy  in  the  Lake  Charles  and  New 
Orleans  Districts)  there  is  no  cost  for  this 
event.  For  those  outside  those  Districts, 
the  cost  is  $120  per  person  for  double 
occupancy  or  $  1 50  per  person  for  single 
occupancy.  Scholarships  are  available  if 
needed. 

Call  Linda  Gregg  at  the  Storm  Center 
Conference  Office  (225-346-1646)  or  reg¬ 
ister  online  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
website  -  http://www.la-umc.org/cre- 
treat05.htm  .  You  are  invited  to  contact 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  (cottonwinn@bell- 
south.net)  or  Craig  Gilliam  (wcraig- 
gilliam@hotmail.com)  for  additional  infor¬ 
mation. 


Northshore  church  expresses  gratitude 


This  work  team  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  was  on  the 
ground  10  days  after  Hurricane  Katrina  doing  heavy  debris  removal  at  St. 
Timothy  UMC  and  homes  in  the  Mandeville  area.  St. Timothy  has  received  about 
20  teams  from  all  over  the  country,  and  would  especially  like  to  thank  First  UMC 
Pineville,  St  Francisville  UMC,  Summergrove  in  Shreveport,  First  UMC  in  Bossier, 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport,  Clinton-Clear  Creek  UMC,  and  the  Wesley  Foundation 
from  LSU  for  their  hard  work  in  this  recovery  ministry.  "Yard  clean-up  does  not 
describe  what  these  teams  have  done  for  folks,"  said  Rev.  James  Mitchell,  senior 
pastor  of  St. Timothy.  "They  have  cut  down  over  250  trees  and  hauled  out  several 
tons  of  debris.  They  have  taken  trees  off  barns,  sheds,  driveways  and  houses. 
They  have  literally  rescued  folks  from  the  disaster  of  Hurricane  Katrina." 
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Earthquake  in  Pakistan 


Syntrudin  (right)  and  Ramadham  pick  their  way  through  streets  clogged  with 
debris  following  the  Dec.  26  tsunami  in  Banda  Aceh,  Indonesia.  A  delegation  of 
mission  and  communications  leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  visited 
areas  of  Sumatra,  Indonesia,  near  the  epicenter  of  the  earthquake  that  triggered 
the  waves.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


October  12— ISLAMABAD— In 
Pakistan,  Church  World  Service  reports 
that  its  emergency  aid  teams  and  other 
rescue  groups  are  continuing  to  make 
inroads  where  an  estimated  40,000  peo¬ 
ple  have  died  and  nearly  five  million  are 
homeless  following  Saturday’s  South 
Asia  earthquake. 

“But  this  is  going  to  be  remembered  as 
the  earthquake  that  killed  the  children,” 
Church  World  Service 
Pakistan/Afghanistan  Director  Marvin 
Parvez  said  today  from  Islamabad. 

Parvez  is  on  the  scene  helping  coor¬ 
dinate  the  Church  World  Service 
response  to  the  calamitous  earthquake. 
Parvez  said  one  report  in  Pakistan  has 
estimated  the  death  toll  could  climb  to 
80,000.  Parvez  said  today,  “We  received 
beautiful  news  of  four  children  being 
rescued  from  a  school,”  but  with  occa¬ 
sional  good  news  about  rescued  sur¬ 
vivors,  reports  from  the  scene  have  oth¬ 
erwise  been  extremely  bleak. 

“There  are  recovered  bodies  of  children 
being  set  outside  of  schools,  ready  for 
burial,”  Parvez  reported.  “As  a  parent, 
this  is  very  difficult  to  see.  It’s  a  horror 
story  that  doesn’t  end.  You  find  yet 
another  village  that  has  been  flattened 
by  this  earthquake.”  Efforts  to  rescue 
survivors  or  retrieve  bodies  are  being 
hampered  by  the  inaccessibility  of 
remote  rural  villages. 

Parvez  said  there  is  “tremendous  need 
right  now  for  shelter  fojr  the  earthquake 
survivors.  People  havefost  their  homes 
and  need  shelter.  People  are  very  scared 
and  they  can’t  afford  to  lose  any  more 
loved  ones.” 

“Our  teams  have  been  on  the  ground 
since  day  one,”  says  Parvez.  CWS  will 
provide  medical  assistance  to  100,000 
people  impacted  by  the  quake — half  in 
Azad  Kashmir  and  half  in  the 


Northwest  Frontier  Province — through 
two  health  centers.  Parvez  said  the 
health  centers  are  now  being  organized 
and  will  provide  immunization  and  first 
aid. 

Parvez  says,  “Despite  the  fact  that 
we  are  all  responding  as  fast  as  we  can, 
and  that  international  aid  is  now  coming 
in,  survivors  are  in  dire  need.  People  are 
asking  for  clean  drinking  water,  food, 
tents,  and  medicines.  Those  now  home¬ 
less  or  who  are  afraid  to  return  to  their 
houses  are  living  in  the  open  air  and 
freezing  temperatures,”  he  said. 

CWS  offices  in  Karachi,  Islamabad, 
Mansehra,  and  Murree  are  organizing 
relief  efforts,  Families  who  will  be 
served  now  are  those  who  have  lost 
their  houses  from  the  earthquake,  as 
well  as  women,  children,  and  vulnerable 
families  who  are  without  food  and  shel¬ 
ter  and  have  taken  refuge  under  the 
open  sky. 

Helicopters  have  been  shifting  injured 
people  to  hospitals  in  Murree, 
Abbottabad,  and  other  hospitals. 

As  international  aid  began  to  pour  in, 
aircraft  loaded  with  supplies  came  from 
the  United  States,  Britain,  Japan, 

Turkey,  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates. 
India,  Russia,  China,  and  Germany  also 
offered  assistance. 

The  U.S.  has  responded  by  sending 
three  military  cargo  planes  laden  with 
emergency  supplies  and  eight  U.S.  heli¬ 
copters,  diverted  from  Afghanistan,  car¬ 
rying  supplies,  tarpaulins,  and  equip¬ 
ment  including  high-tech  cameras  for 
finding  buried  survivors,  according  to  a 
CNN  report. 

At  a  primary  school  in  Balakot  only 
25  of  its  175  students  could  be  saved. 
The  grief  here  is  enormous  and 
demands  particular  care,  now  and  in 
coming  weeks.” 


Nanci  Youngblood  and  Kathy  Masey,  center  and  right,  look  on  as  Yvonne  Dahries  con¬ 
ducts  a  computer  search  at  the  Storm  Recovery  Center  housed  in  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference  offices  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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storms,  which  means  that  almost  half  of 
the  storm  damage  resulted  in  total  destruc¬ 
tion,”  said  Gordon  Knuckey,  UMCOR 
field  representative,  who  attended  the 
meeting. 

FEMA  officials  also  reported  that  an 
additional  73,707  homes  received  major  or 
structural  damage  while  another  70,346 
dwellings  sustained  minor  damage.  “Minor 
damage  is  defined  as  repairs  costing  above 
the  deductible  that  do  not  prevent  the  fami¬ 
ly  from  moving  back  into  the  home,” 
added  Knuckey. 

UMCOR  representatives  have  worked 
closely  with  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  to  establish  the  Storm 
Recovery  Center,  housed  in  the  area  offices 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Requests  for  assistance 
and  offers  of  help,  including  Volunteers  in 
Mission  work  teams,  are  tunneled  through 
the  Center  to  prevent  duplication  of  effort. 
“The  compassion  expressed  by  people  all 
over  the  world  has  been  incredible. 
Monetary  gifts,  shipments  of  supplies, 
work  teams  and  offers  to  partner  with  a 
specific  church  have  been  pouring  in  to  the 
Center,”  said  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  volun¬ 
teer  coordinator. 

The  contact  number  for  the  Recovery 
Center  is  (877)  345-5193  and  the  email 
address  is  stormrelief@bellsouth.net. 

“I’rti  especially  inspired  by  the  young 
people,”  said  Thomas,  who  indicated  that  a 
team  of  1 50  from  Clemson  University 
recently  worked  in  Metairie. 

President  George  W.  Bush  traveled  to 
the  state  Oct.  10  to  assist  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  Habitat  house  in  Covington,  one 
of  the  areas  ready  for  reconstruction.  Parts 
of  Slidell,  the  Northshore,  Mandeville  and 
Madisonville  are  also  receiving  teams. 

Relief  centers  are  emerging  in  strategic 
areas,  staffed  to  facilitate  long  term  recov¬ 
ery.  Overall  coordinators  are  responsible 


for  volunteers  and  their  deployment,  while 
a  construction  coordinator  at  each  site  is 
responsible  for  projecting  needed  supplies 
and  tools,  along  with  overseeing  the  work 
done  by  teams. 

Every  relief  center  is  staffing  a  case 
manager  supervisor,  who  will  recruit  and 
oversee  volunteers  with  the  task  of  case 
management.  “Persons  who  have  been 
affected  by  the  storms  will  receive  help 
assessing  their  individual  needs  and  with 
putting  them  in  touch  with  agencies  that 
came  help  them,”  said  Tate. 

Currently  operating  are  the  Northshore 
United  Methodist  Relief  Center  at 
Aldersgate  UMC  and  the  Westbank  UM 
Relief  Center  at  Aurora  UMC.  Centers  in 
East  Jefferson  Parish,  Orleans  Parish  and  in 
the  Lake  Charles  area  are  also  in  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  seven  districts  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  have  been  asked  to 
design  a  proposal  responding  to  the  per¬ 
sons  in  their  districts  who  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  due  to  the  hurricanes.  Teams  have 
been  formed  to  draft  these  proposals,  using 
$50,000  each  as  a  working  budget  for  their 
individual  plan.  “The  Baton  Rouge  District 
now  has  the  largest  city  in  the  state,  with  a 
population  of  close  to  800,000  people.  The 
United  Methodist  church  in  Baton  Rouge 
must  find  a  way  to  address  the  spiritual  as 
well  as  the  physical  needs  of  its  newest  cit¬ 
izens,”  said  Cottrill. 

Those  closest  to  the  situation  deal  every 
day  with  the  complicated  nature  of 
responding  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  “This  is 
unusual  because  there  are  so  many  phases 
going  on  at  one  time.  It’s  as  if  there  are 
multiple  layers  that  must  be  peeled  off  one 
at  a  time.  We  must  be  prudent  in  how  we 
handle  relief  and  recovery  until  we  get  to 
the  core  of  the  long  term  solution  in  New 
Orleans,”  said  Tate. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference NiJlftt 


OCTOBER  21,2005 


Conference  team  makes  assessment  of  Orleans  area  damage 


Rev.  Carol  Winn  Crawford,  above  left,  hangs  an  "open"  sign  in  front  of  her  church 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC.The  sanctuary  of  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  sustained  damage 
when  the  church  steeple  was  blown  off  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  Drew  Sutton,  a 
member  of  a  video  assessment  team,  is  pictured  taking  footage  inside  Covenant  UMC. 
Sutton  is  assisting  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  Grace  Community  UMC,  with  a  video  on  storm 
damage.  Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  pastor  of  Covenant  UMC,  was  with  the  team  when  she  saw 
the  damage  in  her  church  for  the  first  time.  Members  of  the  Conference  assessment 
team  review  damage  at  foot  of  stairway  in  Felicity  UMC.  Bishop  William  W. 

Hutchinson,  Provost  Don  Cottrill  and  Glynell  Cottrill  survey  the  area  next  to  Lake  Vista 
UMC.  Photos  by  Rev.  Rob  Weber. 
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UMCOR  to  help  FEMA  with  case  management  effort 


By  Linda  Beher 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Eight  weeks 
after  Hurricane  Katrina  displaced  more 
than  a  million  Gulf  Coast  residents.  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  officials 
said  the  agency  will  lead  a  consortium  of 
providers  in  a  two-year  case  management 


grant  worth  $66  million. 

The  agreement  with  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  will  ben¬ 
efit  300,000  people  scattered  by  the  winds 
throughout  the  50  states.Survivors  often 
have  a  tough  time  knowing  their  rights  and 
understanding  the  daunting  application 


process,  federal  officials  said.  Using  a 
review  panel,  UMCOR  will  select  up  to  12 
other  agencies  with  expertise  in  disaster 
response  to  help  these  citizens  become 
self-sustaining.  FEMA  will  supervise  the 

See  UMCOR,  page  3 


Welcome  Home 


Rev.  Hadley  Edwards,  pastor  of  storm  ravaged  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  welcomes  members  of  the  congregation  returning 
to  the  grounds  of  the  church  Oct.  23  for  a  special  outdoor  service. The  church  suffered  close  to  1 1  feet  of  flood  water  during 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Edwards  hopes  that  the  church  will  re-open  in  January  of  2006. 

Bethany  congregation  returns  to  worship,  rebuild 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Rev.  Hadley  Edwards,  pastor  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  was  thrilled  when  he  saw 
140  people  gathered  Oct.  23  for  wor¬ 
ship  on  the  grounds  of  his  flood  ravaged 
church. 

The  congregation,  together  for  the 
first  time  since  Hurricane  Katrina, 
returned  to  their  home  church  to  cele¬ 
brate,  cry  and  share  stories  of  the  dias¬ 


pora. 

“When  it  came  time  in  the  service  to 
greet  your  neighbor,  I  totally  lost  con¬ 
trol  of  the  congregation,”  said  Edwards 
with  a  laugh.  “There  was  so  much  hug¬ 
ging  and  kissing,  I  had  a  hard  time  get¬ 
ting  the  group  back  together  to  finish 
the  service.” 

Bethany  UMC  was  one  of  the  hard¬ 
est  hit  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
New  Orleans  district,  sustaining  flood 
waters  as  high  as  1 1  feet.  “Bethany 


UMC  is  located  less  than  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ponchartrain  and  about  four 
miles  away  from  the  17th  street  canal.” 

Members  traveled  in  for  the  service 
from  Virginia,  Texas,  Atlanta  and  parts 
of  Louisiana,  among  others.  “We  shared 
the  Lord’s  Supper  together,  and  then  we 
fellowshipped  over  a  traditional  New 
Orleans  meal — red  beans  and  rice,”  said 
Edwards. 

Many  of  those  in  attendance  shared 

See  Bethany,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 
WILL  RETURN  IN  THE 
NOVEMBER  1  8  T  H  ISSUE 


Bishop's  Council  meets  this  week 


WASHINGTON  -  One  hundred  thirty 
active  and  retired  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  from  around  the  globe  are  gathering 
for  their  semi-annual  meeting  Oct.,  30- 
Nov.  4  at  the  Lake  Junaluska  Conference 
and  Retreat  Center  in  Western  North 
Carolina. 

The  group,  including  50  active  bishops 
from  the  U.S.  and  18  from  Africa,  Europe, 
and  the  Philippines,  is  expected  to  embrace 
a  special  church-wide  fundraising  appeal  to 
assist  congregations  affected  by  this  year’s 
stream  of  destructive  hurricanes  in  the 
southeastern  U.S. 

“Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  damaged 
and  destroyed  scores  of  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and 
Texas,”  said  Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  “While 
support  for  humanitarian  relief  has  been 
exceedingly  generous,  it  is  clear  the 
rebuilding  process  will  be  long  and  expen¬ 
sive.” 

Under  United  Methodist  church  law,  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  working  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  other  agencies,  may  create  a  spe¬ 
cial  church-wide  financial  appeal.  Weaver 
said  this  effort  will  focus  on  raising  funds 
for  rebuilding  and  repairing  churches,  sup¬ 


porting  salaries  for  pastors  and  church  staff 
displaced  by  the  storms  and  helping  with 
other  expenses  not  covered  by  insurance  or 
other  disaster  relief  funds. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  along 
with  bishops  from  other  affected  areas,  is 
expected  to  report  on  the  damage  and  dis¬ 
aster  response  effort  to  the  full  council. 
They  will  also  hear  a  report  on  damage 
from  the  most  recent  Hurricane,  Wilma, 
which  carved  a  wide  swath  through  Florida 
earlier  this  week. 

The  bishops  will  continue  work  on  their 
four-year  emphasis  focused  on  leading  the 
church  in  making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Both  active  and  retired  bishops  will  make 
reports  on  their  activities  and  plans  for 
making  disciples.  An  ongoing  planning 
team  will  outline  a  series  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  action  by  the  full  council. 

In  addition,  the  council  is  expected  to: 

•  Elect  a  president-designate  for  the  next 
two  years. 

•  Choose  a  bishop  to  deliver  the 
Episcopal  address  at  the  2008  General 
Conference  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

•  Continue  planning  its  fall  2006  meet¬ 
ing,  scheduled  to  take  place  in 
Mozambique. 


CWS  receives  $500,000  in  relief 


Trinidad-Tobago  Gives  Church  World 
Service  $500,000  for  Katrina  Recovery 

NEW  YORK  —  Church  World  Service 
has  received  a  half-million-dollar  boost  for 
its  Hurricane  Katrina  recovery  efforts.  The 
donation  from  the  Republic  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  was  presented  at  a  ceremony  last 
week  in  the  republic’s  New  York  City  con¬ 
sular  office. 

The  gift  is  part  of  a  $2-million  contribu¬ 
tion  by  the  Caribbean  nation  to  four  chari¬ 
table  organizations  in  the  United  States 
providing  relief  and  recovery  assistance  for 
storm  survivors. 

In  making  the  donation,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  Ambassador  Marina  Valere  empha¬ 
sized  the  “high  esteem”  in  which  the 
republic  holds  “all  the  members  of  our 
regional  family”  and  the  republic’s  “special 
regard  for  America.”  She  commended 
Church  World  Service  (CWS)  for  its  “self¬ 
less  efforts  in  tending  to  those  most  affect¬ 
ed”  by  the  storm’s  devastation. 

CWS  Executive  Director  Rev.  John  L. 
McCullough  called  the  gift  “an  expression 
of  love  and  support  from  the  government 
and  people  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,”  and 
said  CWS  is  “honored  to  walk  in  partner¬ 
ship”  with  Trinidad  and  Tobago  as  the 
agency  continues  its  humanitarian  efforts  in 
the  Gulf  Coast. 

Immediately  after  the  storm  ripped 
through  the  Gulf  Coast,  CWS  delivered 
blankets,  supplies,  and  resources  to  help 
meet  the  material  and  spiritual  needs  of 
survivors.  The  agency  now  is  working  with 
its  interfaith  partners  to  assist  people  with 


reconstruction  and  relocation. 

The  untold  story  of  the  disaster, 
McCullough  said,  is  the  “tremendous 
response  of  churches — large  and  small, 
urban  and  rural — that  opened  their  doors 
and  received  and  comforted  people  in  a 
way  that  only  the  church  can  do.” 

Church  World  Service  is  the  relief, 
development,  and  refugee  assistance 
agency  of  36  Protestant,  Orthodox,  and 
Anglican  denominations  in  the  United 
States.  In  addition  to  disaster  response,  the 
agency  supports  a  broad  range  of  social 
and  humanitarian  programs  designed  to 
eliminate  hunger  and  poverty  in  countries 
throughout  the  world.  In  the  Caribbean, 
Church  World  Service  supports  the  min¬ 
istries  of  the  Trinidad-based  Caribbean 
Council  of  Churches. 

McCullough  assured  Valere  and  some 
20  assembled  guests  that  CWS  will  use  the 
donation  with  integrity  to  help  assure  that 
the  needs  of  the  most  vulnerable  victims 
are  met,  not  just  in  the  short  run,  but  over 
the  months  or  years  that  it  will  take  for  the 
people  of  the  affected  areas  to  rebuild  their 
lives. 

“We  pledge  that  we  will  stay  with  them 
until  the  journey  is  finished,”  McCullough 
said. 

The  three  other  recipients  of  $500,000 
grants  from  the  republic  are  the 
Bush/Clinton  Katrina  Fund,  the  Louisiana 
Recovery  Fund,  and  the  Habitat  for 
Humanity  International  Katrina  Relief 
Fund. 


Conference  Center  name  change 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  the  state's  hub  for  United 
Methodist  events,  has  had  a  name 
change. 

Now  known  as  The  Wesley  Center, 
the  facility  continues  to  offer  the  perfect 
venue  for  church  meetings,  retreats  and 
conferences. 

"The  Board  of  Directors  for  the  cen¬ 
ter  has  been  in  conversation  about  this 
decision  for  a  few  years.  By  adding  John 
Wesley’s  name,  we  hope  that  people  will 
be  more  aware  that  ours  is  a  United 


Methodist  center  focusing  on  spiritual 
renewal,"  said  Margaret  Johnson,  board 
chairperson. 

One  concern  has  always  been  that  the 
word  "conference"  has  several  different 
meanings.  "Annual  Conference  is  our 
yearly  event;  the  La.  Conference  is  who 
we  are;  conference  center  sounds  like  a 
facility  exclusively  for  business  confer¬ 
ences,"  added  Johnson. 

Future  plans  for  the  center  include 
more  nature  trail  development,  a  UMW 
peace  garden  and  an  outdoor  pavillion. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  along  with  members  of  the  Appointive 
Cabinet,  assemble  health  kits  at  a  recent  cabinet  meeting  at  the  area  offices  in 
Baton  Rouge. The  group  worked  on  the  kits  during  a  break  in  the  meeting, 
which  focused  on  the  Conference's  ongoing  hurricane  response. The  kits  were 
sent  to  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  for  distribution. 
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"Spirit  of  Christmas"  planned  at  Mount  Sequoyah 


Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  will 
host  a  “Spirit  of  Christmas”  on  Dec.  2  from 
6:30-8:30  p.m. 

This  special  evening  offers  a  meaning¬ 
ful  time  of  celebrating  the  Christ  in 
Christmas.  Visitors  will  enjoy  walking  the 
grounds  or  taking  a  hay  ride  at  historic 
Mount  Sequoyah.  As  you  stroll  the 
grounds,  enjoy  cider,  cookies,  listening  to 
Christmas  carols  and  story-tellers  by  the 
fire.  Musical  entertainment  by  a  children’s 


choir,  hand  bell  ringers,  soloist,  and  ensem¬ 
ble  will  be  offered  in  Clapp  Auditorium 
and  Bailey  Center.  Drive  to  Mount 
Sequoyah  for  the  evening  or  book  a  room 
for  an  overnight  stay  on  Friday.  For  those 
staying  Friday  night,  there  will  be  a  buffet 
dinner  followed  with  a  breakfast  on 
Saturday.  See  the  retreat  center  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org  for  overnight 
costs,  details  or  to  download  a  registration 
form,  or  call  (479)  443-4531. 


Gordon  Knuckey,  UMCOR  field  representative,  visits  volunteers  from  Omaha,  Neb.  who 
served  at  the  Cajundome  shelter  after  Hurricane  Katrina. 


UMCOR  z  from  page  1 

implementation  of  the  grant. 

In  its  lead  role,  UMCOR  represents  a 
broad-based  coalition  known  as  NVOAD  - 
the  National  Voluntary  Organizations 
Active  in  Disaster.  NVOAD  members  are 
both  secular  and  faith-based  organizations. 
UMCOR  plans  to  choose  consortium 
members  from  NVOAD  as  well  as  from 
other  sources. 

UMCOR’s  specialty  in  long-term  disas¬ 
ter  response  is  case  management,  which 
covers  the  whole  spectrum  of  listening, 
documenting,  connecting  survivors  with 
services,  helping  survivors  make  individual 
action  plans,  and  leading  all  toward  self- 
sufficiency  and  recovery. 

The  United  Methodist  agency’s  role  will 
be  to  coordinate,  monitor  and  report  on  the 
work  of  3,000  professional  and  volunteer 
case  managers  in  the  delivery  of  services  to 
people  who  were  living  in  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  or  Mississippi  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  displaced  them.  A  core  group  of 
paid  workers  will  supervise  teams  of 
trained  volunteers.  All  agencies  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  partners  have  proven  experience 
in  the  case  management  field. 

“The  program  will  complement,  not 
duplicate,  ongoing  government  efforts,” 
said  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  UMCOR’s  chief 
executive.  The  grant  is  the  largest  ever 
received  by  UMCOR,  he  added.  “FEMA 
turned  to  UMCOR  because  of  our  compe¬ 
tence  in  this  sector  and  their  confidence 
that  we  can  provide  accountability.” 

The  diaspora  forced  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  extends  to  all  50  states  and  Puerto 
Rico.  Partners  in  the  consortium  will  have 


broad  geographical  reach,  established  refer¬ 
ral  networks  and  high  standards  of  care. 
Formal  requests  for  proposals  are  being 
released  this  week,  Dirdak  said. 

Every  network  member  will  have  access 
to  case  files  through  a  unified  reporting 
system.  For  survivors,  that’s  good  news. 
They  will  avoid  the  emotional  turmoil  of 
multiple  intake  interviews  and  be  able  to 
receive  assistance  quickly.  Consortium 
members  will  be  able  to  easily  identify 
unmet  needs  and  duplication  of  services.  At 
the  same  time,  clients  will  be  assured  of 
confidentiality,  a  primary  component  of 
empowerment. 

“Case  management  is  a  concrete  way  to 
assure  that  disaster  survivors  who  require 
long-term  assistance  will  achieve  self-suffi¬ 
ciency,  strong  families  and  cohesive  com¬ 
munities,”  Dirdak  explained.  The  usually 
unsung  case  manager  has  the  potential  to 
spell  the  difference  between  a  chaotic 
response  full  of  duplications  -  or  worse, 
full  of  gaps  -  and  fair,  equitable  treatment 
of  survivors  as  they  resume  normal  life,  he 
said. 

To  accelerate  the  pace  of  outreach,  the 
consortium  will  allocate  grants  to  grass¬ 
roots  organizations  aiding  the  evacuees. 
Gifts  from  United  Methodists  and  other 
private  donors  will  help  fund  these  grants 
so  that  communities  will  have  capacity  to 
continue  the  case  management  project 
beyond  the  two  years  envisioned  by  the 
proposal.  UMCOR  is  also  providing  pri¬ 
vate  disaster  recovery  resources  to  its  own 
voluntary  networks  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
disaster  zone. 


Safe  haven  from  Hurricane  Rita  at  Tennessee  church 


Brooke  Nunez  cradles  her  kitty,  one  of  the  two  cats  and  five  dogs  that  accompa¬ 
nied  the  families  from  Louisiana. 


By  Cathy  Farmer 

Sherry  Rister’s  home  church  in  West 
Tennessee,  Gardner  United  Methodist, 
has  literally  become  “home”  for  her 
family  and  friends  since  Hurricane  Rita 
washed  over  southeast  Louisiana. 

Knowing  they  would  find  safe  har¬ 
bor,  1 8  men,  women  and  children  from 
the  small  Louisiana  towns  of  Moss 
Bluff,  Fenton,  Jennings  and  Welsh,  all 
within  35  miles  of  hard-hit  Lake 
Charles,  made  the  long  journey  to  the 
little  red  brick  church  just  outside 
Martin,  Tenn. 

Even  before  the  mandatory  evacua¬ 
tion  order  was  issued,  the  Risters  had 
decided  that  they  would  head  for  their 
old  hometown.  Bill  Rister,  Sherry’s  hus¬ 
band,  had  spent  hours  in  front  of  the  tel¬ 
evision,  anxiously  watching  the  monster 
hurricane  as  it  twirled  unsteadily  toward 
the  Louisiana  coast. 

“I  called  my  brother,  Scotty  Olds, 
and  told  him  we  were  all  coming  to 
Martin,”  Sherry  said.  “He  alerted  every¬ 
one  at  the  church  and  they  managed  to 
get  it  ready  for  us  in  three  hours! 

“Most  of  us  left  Welsh  in  a  caravan 
on  Thursday,”  Sherry  said,  “and  even 
though  we  didn’t  take  any  major  high¬ 
ways  and  get  stalled  in  traffic  jams,  a 
trip  that  usually  takes  us  nine  hours, 
stretched  into  14.” 

Making  the  trip  were  the  Risters  and 
their  son,  Devon,  with  his  friend.  Chris 
Benoit,  from  Welsh;  Chris,  Missy, 
Brandt,  Brooke  and  Brennon  Nunez 
from  Moss  Bluff;  Johnny  and  Linda 
Miller  from  Fenton;  James,  Crystal,  Jade 
and  Alison  Benoit  from  Jennings;  and 
Amanda,  the  Risters’  daughter,  her  hus¬ 
band,  Cory,  and  their  daughter,  Alaina, 
from  Welsh. 

Sherry’s  family  -  her  mom,  aunt, 
brother,  sister,  cousins  and  uncle  -  were 
all  waiting  for  the  frazzled  group  when 
they  finally  arrived. 

“My  goodness,”  Sherry  said  with  a 
weary  and  grateful  smile,  “everything 
was  all  set  up  for  us-food,  drink,  mat¬ 
tresses  on  the  floor,  cots,  everything.” 

Sherry  and  Bill  moved  to  Louisiana 
28  years  ago  when  a  Martin  hospital 
closed.  Bill,  a  medical  technologist  and 
x-ray  technician,  heard  there  were  good 
jobs  to  be  had  in  Welsh.  Sherry,  who 
works  in  patient  accounting  and  collec¬ 


tions,  found  work  with  local  doctors. 
There  they  raised  their  children, 
Amanda,  Michael  and  Devon.  There 
they  made  friends,  many  of  them  Cajun. 
And  there  they  joined  Roanoke  United 
Methodist,  a  small  country  church  that 
reminded  them  of  home. 

“Sherry  is  a  girl  of  great  faith,”  said 
Frank  Gardner,  her  uncle  and  the  pastor 
of  Henry  and  Palestine  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Henry  County, 
Tenn.  “When  her  son  Michael  died  in  a 
car  accident  in  New  Orleans  this  May, 
her  church  was  so  supportive.  Her  loss 
was  their  loss.” 

Sherry  and  Bill  know  that  their  house 
in  Welsh  is  still  standing.  A  friend,  who 
didn’t  evacuate  because  his  mother 
refused  to  leave,  called  them  with  the 
news. 

“He  drove  around  to  check  every¬ 
thing  out  after  the  hurricane  went 
through,”  Sherry  explained.  “He  could 
see  our  house  from  the  end  of  the  road, 
though  he  couldn’t  get  to  it  because  of 
the  downed  electric  lines  and  trees.  He 
thought  it  was  okay-with  some  damage 
to  the  roof.” 

According  to  Tom  Hazelwood,  dis¬ 
aster  response  executive  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  who 
surveyed  the  damage  in  the  Lake 
Charles  region,  once  thriving  towns  in 
the  area  -  like  Welsh  —  are  closed  even 
to  residents.  Electricity  and  other  servic¬ 
es  have  not  yet  been  restored,  as  flood 
waters  recede.  In  areas  with  less  heavy 
wreckage,  the  next  step  is  to  tarp  roofs. 
“If  tarps  don’t  go  up  soon,  there  will  be 
more  damage,”  Hazelwood  warned. 

In  Louisiana,  conference  officials  are 
working  with  UMCOR  to  extend  their 
network  of  emergency  response  west¬ 
ward  to  the  Lake  Charles  area.  They’re 
evaluating  sites  for  two  or  three  new 
relief  centers. 

“As  soon  as  the  electricity  is  restored, 
all  1 8  of  us  are  planning  to  go  to  our 
house,”  Sherry  said,  explaining  that  the 
others  didn’t  expect  to  have  the  electrici¬ 
ty  in  their  towns  back  on  as  quickly. 

“We  want  to  get  back  to  work,  back 
to  living!” 

Missy  Nunez,  a  good  friend  of  the 
Risters,  nodded  in  agreement,  rhen  she 
added,  “These  people  here  in  Martin  are 
awesome.” 
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Stained  glass  windows  adorn  the  new  sanctuary  at  Asbury  UMC  -  Bossier  City. The 
panels  represent  the  Holy  Spirit,  baptism,  communion,  scripture  and  service. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  -  Bossier  City 


September  1 1 ,  a  day  of  remembrance 
for  our  country,  was  also  a  day  of  cele¬ 
bration  for  the  people  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City  the 
consecration  of  a  900-seat  sanctuary. 
Over  1 ,400  attended  the  two  worship 
services,  officiated  by  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson. 

The  $4  million  project  consists  of  the 
sanctuary,  a  music  suite,  restrooms,  a 
4,300  sq.  ft.  lobby  and  two  new  parking 
areas. 

Dr.  Barry  Hughes,  senior  pastor,  said 
“We  began  organizing  for  the  campaign 
two  weeks  before  the  attacks  of  9/11. 
Being  a  military  community,  this  was 
particularly  problematic.  What  would 


happen  to  our  country?  What  would 
happen  to  our  economy?  What  would 
happen  to  our  congregation  as  members 
began  to  be  sent  to  Afghanistan?  After 
much  soul-searching,  we  believed  that 
this  was  God’s  timing  for  this  church  to 
begin  to  grow  and  move  into  the  future 
in  one  of  the  fastest  growing  parts  of  our 
city.  Are  we  glad  we  did!” 

The  sanctuary  is  a  mix  of  traditional 
and  contemporary  elements.  Custom 
designed  pews,  commissioned  stained 
glass,  and  a  60-foot  ceiling  serve  as  a 
dramatic  setting.  State  of  the  art  sound, 
media,  lighting  and  seating  arrange¬ 
ments  equip  the  space  for  more  contem¬ 
porary  styles  of  worship. 


patch  fundraiser. 


Pumpkins  are  always  the  theme  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bossier,  during  the  month  of  October. 
The  pumpkin  patch  provides  funding  for 
projects  throughout  the  year.  Pumpkins 
are  donated  by  certain  farmers,  whose 
only  request  is  that  profits  go  to  mis¬ 
sions.  Everyone  is  involved  by  unload¬ 


ing  pumpkins,  baking  “goodies”  made 
from  the  pumpkins,  story-telling,  and 
staffing  the  Pumpkin  Patch  at  the 
church. 

Linda  McCrory,  committee  chair, 
invited  church  members  to  unload  trucks 
of  pumpkins  on  Sept.  25,  following  the 
annual  church  birthday  picnic. 


United  Methodist  Habitat  project 


Cindy  Scott,  top,  recipient  of  one  of  this  year's  Habitat  homes,  hammers  in  the  first  corner 
stud  of  the  house  currently  under  construction  for  she  and  her  family.  Scott  serves  as 
administrative  assistant  for  Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs  and  for  the  Special 
Ministries  Office  of  the  La.  Annual  Conference.  Volunteers  from  Baton  Rouge  area  church¬ 
es  raise  the  frame  on  the  house,  which  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  Christmas. 


United  Methodist  Churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  district  come  together  every  fall  to 
financially  and  physically  support  the 
building  of  two  Habitat  for  Humanity 
homes  for  area  families. 

This  year,  a  Habitat  home  is  being  con¬ 
structed  in  Livingston  parish  for  a  very 
special  person  connected  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference. 

Cindy  Scott,  the  recipient  of  a  commu¬ 
nity  build  home,  is  a  member  of  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  “family.”  Scott  serves 
as  administrative  assistant  for  Roberts 
UMC  in  DenhamSprings  and  for  the 
Conference  Special  Ministries  Office. 

“The  house  is  being  built  on  a  lot  just 
two  down  from  the  place  we  are  renting. 
Every  day  when  we  pass  construction  my 
2-year-old  lights  up  and  say,  ‘Mommy, 
that’s  my  house,”  said  Scott,  who  lives  in 
Denham  Springs. 


Work  teams  have  worked  every 
Saturday,  starting  in  September.  The  proj¬ 
ect  was  delayed  by  several  weeks  due  to 
missed  days  caused  by  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita. 

The  community  build  for  Scott’s  home 
involves  United  Methodist  churches  and 
congregations  from  other  denominations. 

Churches  have  provided  construction 
crews,  meals  for  workers  and  devotionals 
for  each  Saturday. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  is  a  national  ini¬ 
tiative  to  provide  affordable  housing  to 
families  who  might  not  otherwise  be  able 
to  own  a  home.  Typically,  those  receiving 
the  homes  are  involved  in  the  construction 
efforts  to  enhance  the  sense  of  “ownership” 
for  the  home  and  the  feeling  of  accom¬ 
plishment  in  working  with  crews. 

“This  has  been  my  John  30:30-31  .  . . 
my  miracle  that  was  not  seen,”  said  Scott. 
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Hurricane  Rita  ravages  Cameron 


When  Hurricane  Rita  struck  Louisiana's  coastline,  Cameron  Parish  was  the  first  target  in 
her  path.  Devastating  winds  reaching  1 29  miles  per  hour  slammed  into  the  area,  bring¬ 
ing  a  20-foot  storm  surge  and  crushing  wind  damage  to  homes  and  businesses.  Of  the 
58  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Lake  Charles  district,  approximately  20  suffered 
some  degree  of  wind  damage.  Cameron  UMC  and  Grand  Chenier  UMC  were  completely 
destroyed. The  Acadiana  District  was  also  hit  hard  by  storm  winds.  Pecan  Island  UMC, 
only  four  miles  from  the  Gulf  Coast,  had  three  to  four  feet  of  debris  inside  the  church. 
Miles  of  devastated  area  in  both  districts  were  littered  with  downed  power  lines,  trees, 
road  signs  and  metal  buildings. 


Devastation  in  Dulac 


Dulac  Community  Center  and  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac,  La.  suffered  signifi¬ 
cant  wind  and  flood  damage  when  Hurricane  Rita  hit  the  Louisiana-Texas  coast 
on  Sept.  24. The  two  facilities,  serving  a  largely  Native  American  population, 
received  six  feet  and  two  feet  of  flood  water,  respectively.  Clanton  Chapel  UMC 
seems  to  float  on  a  sea  of  water,  below,  which  ultimately  receeded. 


Dulac  Community  Center  and  Clanton  Chapel  UMC 

The  small  community  of  Dulac,  La. 


felt  the  brunt  of  Hurricane  Rita’s  torren¬ 
tial  wind  and  rain  when  the  storm  hit 
Louisiana,  less  than  four  weeks  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  devastated  the  east¬ 
ern  side  of  the  state’s  coastal  region. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  a  United 
Methodist  agency  serving  the  Native 
American  population  of  the  area,  was 
inundated  with  six  feet  of  water  caused 
by  the  hurricane’s  storm  surge. 

Most  of  the  clothing  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  center’s  distribution  center  was 
damaged,  along  with  many  of  the 
books  in  the  library. 


A  food  distribution  ministry,  tem¬ 
porarily  interrupted,  was  starting  to 
recover  when  Conference  representa¬ 
tives  visited  the  center  in  mid  October. 

Clanton  Chapel  UMC,  located 
directly  across  the  street  from  the  cen¬ 
ter,  now  has  a  badly  buckled  floor  due 
to  flood  waters. 

“We  were  blessed  that  the  flood 
waters  didn’t  stand  for  too  long.  We’re 
still  drying  out  walls,  and  we  need 
work  teams  to  give  us  a  hand  with 
restoration.  Food  supplies  and  new 
clothing  would  be  helpful,  too,”  said 
Alice  Rothrock,  director. 
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Much  of  the  roof  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  of  Cape  Coral,  Fla.,  is  missing  after 
Hurricane  Wilma.  Hurricane  Wilma  impacted  south  Florida  after  passing  over  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula. 


What’s  New  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Center 
Curriculum  explores  discipleship  opportunities  for  seniors 


New  Beginnings:  The  Gifts  of  Aging 

At  60,  the  average  person  in  the  U.S. 
may  enjoy  20  to  30  more  years  of  life.  For 
many  people  these  years  will  be  enjoyed  in 
relatively  good  health  and  with  sufficient 
income.  Unfortunately,  myths  abound  that 
say  older  adults  should  be  quiet,  calm  and 
disengaged  from  life,  from  work,  from 
service.  It  is  interesting  that  nowhere  in 
the  Bible  does  it  say  that  Christians  are  to 
“retire”  from  discipleship.  Rather,  we  are 
invited  and  encouraged  to  plan  for  new 
activities  and  pursuits  that  bring  joy  and 
satisfaction  in  later  years. 

New  Beginnings:  The  Gifts  of  Aging,  a 
20-minute  video,  is  available  in  both  DVD 
and  VHS  formats.  New  Beginnings  takes 
a  look  at  aging  in  our  society  and  provides 


a  glimpse  of  a  variety  of  church  ministries 
that  are  being  enjoyed  by  older  adults. 

This  video  comprises  individual  short  sto¬ 
ries  of  older  adults  and  the  role  their  faith 
plays  in  their  churches  and  communities. 
Feeding  the  homeless,  tutoring  children, 
visiting  the  homebound,  minor  home  repair 
and  career  transitions  are  just  a  few  of  the 
several  vignettes  explored  in  this  video. 
New  Beginnings  will  encourage  and 
empower  older  adults  to  live  out  their  lives 
in  meaningful  service  and  Christian  disci¬ 
pleship  for  the  transformation  of  the  world. 

Please  contact  Shirlene  Spears  to  sched¬ 
ule  your  date  of  use: 

ShirlenS@bellsouth.net  or  call  the  confer¬ 
ence  office  at  225-346-1646  or  888-239- 
5286. 


Gambling  problem  resources  available 


Kids  Don’t  Gamble...  Wanna  Bet?  A 
Curriculum  for  Grades  3-8  includes  an 
educator’s  guide,  an  1 1  -minute  video, 
Andy’s  Story,  a  Wanna  Bet?  Resource 
Guide,  sheets  to  copy  or  make  overhead 
transparencies,  plus  a  bibliography  and 
resource  list.  This  easy-to-use  curriculum 
also  includes  a  Gambling  Fact  Sheet,  a 
Brief  History  of  Gambling,  and  a  Parent 
Letter,  all  of  which  are  copier  ready. 

Gambling  Away  the  Golden  Years: 
Senior  Problem  Gambling  Educational  Kit. 
This  educational  kit  explores  the  possibility 


of  gambling  turning  from  entertainment  to 
addiction,  especially  during  the  retirement 
years.  The  kit  contains  ten  copies  of  the  1 8- 
page  book.  Gambling  Away  the  Golden 
Years,  plus  a  10-minute  video  of  the  same 
name.  It  is  designed  for  use  in  treatment 
settings,  public  education  presentations, 
senior  citizen  facilities,  and  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  health  care  providers. 

Please  contact  Shirlene  Spears  to 
schedule  your  date  of  use:  ShirlenS@bell- 
south.net  or  call  or  call  the  conference 
office  at  225-346-1646  or  888-239-5286. 


Storm  Center  provides  help 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

When  one  displaced  person  from 
New  Orleans  found  himself  in 
Nashville,  Term,  without  money,  a  home 
or  a  job,  he  got  in  touch  with  Info 
Serve,  a  national  resourcing  service  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“The  people  at  Info  Serve  gave  him 
our  phone  number,”  said  Kathy  Masey, 
volunteer  for  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center.  After 
hearing  the  man’s  story,  Masey  placed  a 
call  to  the  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference  and  spoke  to  Jason  Brock, 
Director  of  Love  and  Justice  Ministries. 

“This  particular  family  has  a  special 
needs  child,  so  we  are  helping  them  fmd 
the  right  church  to  help  them  get 
through  the  rough  patch,”  said  Brock. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  contact  at  Info 
Serve  thought  she  might  know  of  a  job 
opportunity  for  the  New  Orleanian,  who 
had  a  career  in  computers  back  home. 

Staff  and  volunteers  for  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center —  the  conference’s 
resourcing  hub  for  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita —  witness  and  hear  about  these 
little  miracles  every  day.  “You  just  go 
home  smiling,”  said  Masey,  a  member 
of  St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

“It’s  just  amazing  how  everything 
fits  together,  matching  needs  with  offers 
of  help.  It’s  not  surprising  to  me  any¬ 
more  when  these  things  happen.  God  is 
there  and  he’s  taking  care  of  it,”  said 
Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Director  of 
Volunteers  for  the  Storm  Center. 

The  mother  of  a  fourth  grader  from 
Florida  called  the  Storm  Center  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  announce  that  her 
daughter  had  raised  $3,000  to  replace 
children’s  Bibles  that  were  lost  during 
the  storms.  “The  pastor  of  their  United 
Methodist  church  preached  a  sermon  on 
the  burning  bush,  saying  that  Christians 
should  have  a  burning  desire  to  respond 
to  this  situation.  This  little  girl  had 
received  a  Bible  from  Cokesbury  as  a 
gift  from  her  church  in  third  grade.  She 
told  her  mother  that  her  Bible  was  very 
important  to  her  and  that  God  wanted 
her  to  raise  this  money,”  said  Thomas, 
obviously  moved  by  the  offer  of  help. 

A  call  for  help  was  equally  emotion¬ 
al  for  Thomas,  a  displaced  pastor  from 
New  Orleans.  “A  FEMA  representative 
out  of  New  Orleans  called  to  say  that  a 
woman  who  evacuated  to  blank  with 
her  dying  aunt  was  desperately  in  need 
of  financial  help.  The  aunt’s  final 
request  was  to  be  buried  in  New 
Orleans,  but  they  had  no  money  to  bring 
her  home.  The  truly  shocking  thing  was 
that  the  niece  turned  out  to  be  one  of 
my  colleagues  from  my  days  working  in 
Mayor  Mark  Morial’s  office,”  said 
Thomas. 

After  a  tearful  reunion  on  the  phone, 
Thomas  assured  the  woman,  who  is  a 
United  Methodist,  that  funds  would  be 
provided  to  fly  her  aunt’s  body  to  New 
Orleans.  “I’m  not  surprised  by  the  gift. 


United  Methodists  always  do  things  like 
this,”  said  the  woman. 

Rev.  Brady  Foreman,  a  retired  pastor 
from  Louisiana,  believes  that  staffing 
the  phone  line  is  a  rewarding  way  to  be 
involved  with  the  recovery  effort.  “It’s 
exciting  to  be  here  in  the  nerve  center,  if 
you  will.  I’m  always  impressed  by  the 
positive  attitude  of  the  storm  survivors 
when  they  tell  their  stories.” 

Foreman,  who  has  survived  open 
heart  surgery,  is  glad  to  have  a  feasible 
way  to  help.  “I  can’t  do  the  heavy  work 
as  much  as  I  would  like  to,  but  answer¬ 
ing  phones  is  not  hard.  It’s  a  great  way 
for  retirees  to  volunteer.” 

Foreman  recently  took  a  call  from  a 
man  in  Slidell  who  needed  a  new  roof 
for  his  storm  damaged  home.  “He  was¬ 
n’t  quite  sure  who  we  were,  but  he  had 
seen  our  phone  number  on  a  yard  sign 
that  had  been  posted  by  a  United 
Methodist  volunteer.” 

The  signs,  stating  “The  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  care  about 
you,”  were  distributed  through  one  of 
the  reliefrrecovery  stations  established 
with  the  help  of  UMCOR. 

Ultimately,  volunteers  in  the  Storm 
Center  were  able  to  offer  assistance  to 
the  caller. 

“It’s  great  to  see  how  the  recovery 
stations  are  working  in  concert  with  the 
Storm  Center.  This  is  an  efficient  sys¬ 
tem,”  said  Foreman. 

Work  teams  from  colleges  through¬ 
out  the  country  are  heading  to  Louisiana 
during  the  week  of  Thanksgiving.  “A 
group  of  over  30  from  Wheaton  College 
in  Illinois  will  be  working  out  of  First 
Street  UMC  in  the  central  part  of  New 
Orleans.  They  specifically  said  that  they 
wanted  to  be  sent  to  the  heart  of  the 
city,  to  an  area  that  might  otherwise  not 
receive  help  right  away,”  said  Thomas. 

In  addition  to  dispatching  work 
teams,  the  Storm  Center  offers  assis¬ 
tance  in  other  vital  ways.  “If  United 
Methodists  have  been  displaced  and  are 
searching  for  their  pastor,  we  can  give 
them  contact  information  on  how  to 
reach  him  or  her.  We  also  keep  a  run¬ 
ning  list  of  which  churches  have 
reopened  to  date,”  added  Thomas. 

The  Storm  Center  is  also  connecting 
storm  ravaged  churches  with  other  con¬ 
gregations  from  throughout  the  connec¬ 
tion  wishing  to  serve  as  Partnering 
Churches.  “Partnerships  can  offer  any¬ 
thing  from  prayer  support  to  work 
teams  to  financial  support.” 

In  the  recovery  phase  from  these  two 
devastating  storms,  the  Storm  Center 
will  be  working  cooperatively  with  the 
Red  Cross,  the  Salvation  Army,  Catholic 
Charities  and  other  agencies  who  spe¬ 
cialize  in  recovery  to  meet  the  needs  of 
those  who  do  not  receive  enough  help 
through  insurance  coverage  or  FEMA 
reimbursements. 

The  Storm  Center  can  be  reached  by 
dialing  (877)  345-5193  or  by  calling 
346-5193  in  the  Baton  Rouge  calling 
area.  Email  the  center  at 
stormrelief@bellsouth.net. 
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Nearly  140  members  of  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans  met  for  worship  Oct.  23  on  the 
grounds  of  the  flooded  out  church.  Younger  members  and  visitors,  above,  enjoyed  fel¬ 
lowship  and  a  delicious  meal  of  south  Louisiana  red  beans  and  rice.  Rev.  Hadley 
Edwards,  pastor,  greeted  members  prior  to  the  worship  service.  A  highlight  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  was  the  baptism  of  Andrew  Jacob  Lambert,  who  is  pictured,  right,  surrounded  by  his 
family  as  Rev.  Edwards  leads  the  rites  of  baptism. "The  service  provided  an  opportunity 
for  members,  who  are  scattered  throughout  the  United  States,  to  cry,  share  stories  and 
celebrate  their  passage  through  the  storm,"  said  Edwards,  who  spent  the  last  two 
months  displaced  in  Dallas. 


SMU  starts  dietary  mentoring  program 


By  Lisa  Hampshire 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  Like  a  typical 
10-year-old  girl,  Anna  Jones  can’t  wait 
to  be  a  teenager.  She  loves  sports  and 
playing  with  her  friends,  but  she  dreams 
of  the  day  she  can  drive  her  own  car, 
and  she  tries  not  to  worry  too  much 
about  how  she  will  look  cruising  down 
the  street.  She  has  high  self-esteem, 
partly  thanks  to  her  mentor,  Charlotte 
King. 

“I  think  when  kids  are  10,”  Charlotte 
says,  “many  of  them  worry  too  much 
about  how  they  look  and  if  the  other 
kids  will  like  them  or  make  fun  of 
them.” 

In  the  United  States,  more  than  9 
million  kids  are  overweight,  but  on  the 
flip  side,  more  than  8  million  young 
women  are  battling  eating  disorders. 
Mandy  Golman,  a  fitness  professor  at 
Southern  Methodist  University,  attrib¬ 
utes  that  in  part  to  the  bombardment  of 
skinny  models  on  television  and  in  fash¬ 
ion  magazines  but  adds  it  is  an 
unhealthy  image. 

“Girls  should  be  told  to  love  the  bod¬ 
ies  they  are  blessed  with  and  to  take 
care  of  them,”  Golman  says,  “but  reality 
TV  is  telling  them  ‘if  you  don’t  like 
your  body,  just  change  it.” 

Helping  girls  establish  good  eating 
habits  is  essential,  according  to  Girls  In 
Motion  founding  sponsor  Rick  McCall. 
His  20-year-old  daughter,  Elisa,  died  in 
1996  from  an  eating  disorder.  She  grew 
up  at  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  -  the  same  church  that 
King  attends.  Girls  In  Motion  is  a  men¬ 
toring  program  that  counsels  girls 


before  they  hit  their  teens.  It  is  offered 
through  the  Elisa  Project,  founded  in 
1999  by  Rick  and  Leslie  McCall  as  a 
way  of  providing  girls  and  their  loved 
ones  with  education  and  support.  The 
McCalls  also  established  the  Elisa  Ruth 
McCall  Memorial  Endowment  at  SMU 
in  memory  of  their  daughter. 

Participants  are  often  recruited  for  Girls 
In  Motion  through  their  schools  and 
church  youth  programs. 

“I  would  much  rather  deal  with  pre¬ 
ventive  maintenance,”  he  says.  “If  par¬ 
ents  would  teach  their  children  to  eat 
healthy  and  take  care  of  your  body,  my 
daughter  will  not  have  died  in  vain.” 

Golman  says  girls’  self-images  and 
bad  eating  habits  are  established  well 
before  she  sees  them  on  the  college 
campus.  King,  a  senior  at  SMU, 
remembers  all  too  well  her  early  teens. 

“I  struggled  with  over-exercising  and 
not  eating  enough.  I  was  worried  about 
my  looks,  and  I  wanted  to  fit  in  with  the 
other  girls,”  she  recalls.lt  is  the  driving 
force  for  her  joining  Girls  In  Motion. 
For  the  last  year,  she  has  met  with  Anna 
every  week.  They  walk  around  the  cam¬ 
pus  together  and  talk  about  issues  of 
low  self-esteem,  proper  exercise  and 
healthy  eating  habits. 

“We  learn  to  stay  ‘in  motion’  and 
stay  fit,”  Anna  says,  “and  Charlotte  tells 
me  not  to  worry  about  what  the  other 
girls  are  doing.” 

Elisa’s  last  wish  was  to  help  other 
young  women  avoid  developing  eating 
disorders.  Girls  In  Motion  is  her  living 
legacy,  and  using  college  student  men¬ 
tors  seems  to  be  a  perfect  fit. 


Bethany,  from  page  1 


the  triumph,  heartache  and  horror  of  their 
experiences.  One  woman  spoke  of  being 
rescued  by  helicopter  from  the  rooftop  of 
her  home. 

“Everyone  said  how  good  it  was  to  be 
back  in  New  Orleans  and  at  Bethany 
UMC.  My  members  want  to  return,  per¬ 
manently.  They  want  to  reclaim  their 
homes  and  to  continue  the  strong  ministry 
we  have  here,”  said  Edwards  of  his  con¬ 
gregation,  which  numbered  over  900 
prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina. 

During  the  emotional  service,  the  con¬ 
gregation  sang  “My  Hope  is  Built”  with 
tears  streaming  down  the  faces  of  many. 
“When  we  sang  of  the  ‘overwhelming 
flood’  and  proclaimed  that  Christ  is  the 
solid  rock  on  which  we  stand,  hearts 
began  to  heal.  There  was  power  in  that 
moment,”  said  Edwards. 

The  ethnically  diverse  group  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  baptism  of  infant  Andrew 
Jacob  Lambert.  “It  was  so  appropriate  to 
celebrate  along  with  Andrew.  He  offers  us 
a  symbol  of  hope  for  the  future — a  prom¬ 
ise  of  new  life  for  the  church,”  said  the 


New  Orleans  pastor. 

The  ethnic  diversity  of  the  crowd  was 
thought  provoking  to  Edwards,  who  leads 
the  predominantly  African-American  con¬ 
gregation.  “I  felt  I  was  getting  a  little 
glimpse  of  heaven,  with  everyone  side  by 
side,  worshipping  and  praising  the  Lord.” 

Edwards  and  Bethany  UMC  leaders 
are  hopeful  that  the  church  will  be  able  to 
resume  regular  services  in  early  January, 
if  an  appropriate  site  is  available. 

The  optimistic  United  Methodist  refus¬ 
es  to  give  up  hope.  “It  is  devastating,  but 
I  don’t  think  this  situation  is  beyond  God. 
I  still  see  a  glimmer  of  hope.  The  church 
in  New  Orleans  will  rise,  because  it  is 
such  a  significant  part  of  the  lifeblood  of 
the  city,  said  Edwards.” 

The  day  after  Hurricane  Katrina  hit, 
Edwards  sent  an  email  to  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  in  Louisiana.  “The  mes¬ 
sage  said  ‘I  want  to  come  back  to  New 
Orleans.’  I’m  going  back  with  the  same 
fervor  and  excitement  I  had  when  I  first 
arrived  in  1997.  In  so  many  ways,  this  is 
like  starting  a  brand  new  church.” 
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New  web  site  aims  to  locate,  assist  physicians  displaced  by  hurricane  disasters 


(Baton  Rouge,  LA)  Is  there  a  doctor  in 
the  house?  That  is  a  prevailing  question 
across  the  state  as  Louisiana  begins  to 
rebuild  its  hurricane-fractured  health  care 
system.  With  residents  and  businesses  grad¬ 
ually  returning  to  devastated  areas,  there 
are  concerns  about  the  state’s  health  care 
industry. 

In  an  effort  to  address  that  issue  and  get 
a  clearer  picture  of  what  the  health  care 
industry  of  the  near  future  may  look  like, 
Louisiana  Health  Care  Review,  Inc. 
(LHCR)  announced  today  that  it  is  launch¬ 
ing  a  nationwide  search  for  the  state’s  dis¬ 
placed  physicians.  The  search  will  be 
spearheaded  by  FindLADocs.com,  a  Web 
site  where  physicians  can  register  informa¬ 
tion  on  their  current  location  and  contact 
information,  their  plans  to  return,  what 
assistance  they  may  need,  and  what  may  - 
or  may  not  -  bring  them  back  to  their 
Louisiana  practices. 

“More  than  a  third  of  our  health  care 
system  has  been  directly  impacted  by  this 
disaster.  Louisiana  needs  to  know  where 
her  doctors  are.  The  people  of  Louisiana 
need  to  know  where  they  can  go  for  then- 
health  care  needs,”  says  Andy  Leonard, 
M.D.,  Consulting  Medical  Director  for 

Wimberly  to  lead  clergy  in  retreat 

Dr.  Edward  R 
Wimberley  will  lead 
“Staying  Connected  and 
Being  Renewed,”  a 
retreat  for  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  and 
spouses  slated  for  Nov. 
30-Dec.  2  at  The  Wesley 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Dr.  Ed  Wimberly  is  well 
known  for  his  work  in  Pastoral  Care  at 
ITC,  as  well  as  around  the  country  as  a 
speaker  and  retreat  leader.  His  book. 
Recalling  Our  Own  Stories:  Spiritual 
Renewal  for  Religious  Caregivers,  deals 
with  the  themes  of  sharing  one’s  story  as  a 
form  of  renewal  and  restoration. 

The  retreat  is  designed  to  provide  a  safe 
place  to  gather,  where  clergy  can  “tell  sto¬ 
ries,  process  loss,  deal  with  grief,  and  find 
energy  to  begin  again”  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

There  is  no  fee  for  clergy  and  spouses 
from  New  Orleans  and  Lake  Charles.  The 
fee  for  other  Louisiana  Conference  clergy 
is  $120  per  person  for  double  occupancy 
and  $150  per  person  for  single  occupancy. 

Clergy  may  register  by  calling  Linda 
Gregg  at  (225)  346-1646  or  by  visiting  the 
conference  website,  http://www.la- 
umc.org/cretreat05.htm.  Contact  either 
Craig  Gilliam, 

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com,  or  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  cottonwinn@bellsouth.net, 
for  additional  information  about  the  retreat. 

Centenary  College  Choir 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  under  the 
direction  Dr.  Will  Andress  will  perform 
“Rhapsody  in  View”  on  Nov.  5  at  7:30 
p.m.  and  Nov.  6  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  Civic 
Theatre  in  Shreveport. 

Tickets  for  the  concert  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  (3 1 8)  429-6887. 


LHCR  and  a  physician  who,  until  a  few 
years  ago,  practiced  in  the  greater  New 
Orleans  area. 

“As  hospitals  come  back  up  to  full 
service  will  they  have  access  to  medical 
staff?  Will  physician  offices  be  opening 
their  doors  to  patients  soon?  These  are  crit¬ 
ical  questions  that,  up  until  now,  were  near¬ 
ly  impossible  to  answer.  But  as  the  imme¬ 
diate  emotional  aftermath  begins  to  settle, 
our  doctors,  just  like  so  many  others  dis¬ 
placed  by  this  disaster,  are  beginning  to 
make  plans  for  rebuilding.” 

Just  days  after  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the 
Gulf  Coast,  MD  Technologies,  a  Baton 
Rouge-based  health  care  technology  com¬ 
pany,  launched  an  informal,  Web-based 
system  for  patients  to  connect  with  their 
physicians  and  physicians  to  let  their 
patients  know  where  to  go  for  immediate 
health  care  needs.  Now,  LHCR  is  teaming 
up  with  MD  Technologies  and  numerous 
other  health  care  partners  from  across  the 
state  to  expand  upon  this  original  concept 
to  meet  continuing  and  future  needs  in 
revitalizing  the  state’s  health  care  infra¬ 
structure. 

The  Web  site  can  be  accessed  at 
www.FindLADocs.com.  The  site  features  a 


registry  where  physicians  can  list  their  cur¬ 
rent  contact  information,  including  a  spe¬ 
cial  email  account  they  can  set  up  for  pub¬ 
lic  access. 

Physicians  are  asked  about  their  future 
plans  for  re-establishing  their  medical  prac¬ 
tices  and  what  their  patients  can  do  for 
health  care  in  the  interim.  Additionally,  the 
site  serves  as  a  one-stop  shop  of  Web  links 
for  resources  and  information  that  can 
assist  physicians  in  returning  to  their  med¬ 
ical  practices. 

“FindLADocs.com  is  foremost 
designed  to  help  Louisiana’s  displaced 
physicians  communicate  with  their 
patients,  their  medical  practice  partners, 
and  other  health  care  providers,  as  well  as 
to  connect  them  with  resources  to  aid  in  re¬ 
establishing  their  medical  practices.  In 
addition,  it  is  a  goal  to  utilize  the  data  col¬ 
lected  by  this  tool  to  help  determine  what 
the  new  picture  of  health  care  in  our  state 
will  look  like,”  explains  Dr.  Leonard. 

“A  long-range  objective  is  to  develop  a 
registry  of  physicians  from  across  the  state 
to  provide  better  communication  with 
providers  in  the  event  of  a  future  emer¬ 
gency  and  to  identify  those  physicians  who 
may  willing  and  able  to  serve  as  first- 


responders  in  such  an  occurrence.” 

In  the  past  two  months  of  this  record¬ 
setting  hurricane  season,  this  need  has 
become  even  more  important,  as  has  the 
need  to  determine  the  current  and  future 
picture  of  health  care  for  Louisiana. 

“As  a  physician  impacted  myself,  I 
know  that  so  much  still  hangs  in  the  bal¬ 
ance.  The  information  provided  on  this  site 
by  physicians  will  only  give  us  a  snapshot 
in  time.  But  we  hope  it  can  help  us  forecast 
some  indication  of  the  needs  of  our  med¬ 
ical  community.”  notes  Dr.  Leonard. 

“Our  hope  is  that  this  can  become  a 
model  for  the  state,  perhaps  even  the 
nation,  to  address  the  immediate  and  long¬ 
term  physician  needs  in  the  event  of  future 
disasters. .  .not  only  in  the  aftermath  but 
also  in  the  preparation  and  response  to  such 
events.” 

Louisiana  Health  Care  Review,  Inc.  is  a 
non-profit  organization  working  with  the 
Centers  for  Medicare  &  Medicaid  Services 
to  improve  the  quality  of  health  care  for 
Louisiana’s  Medicare  beneficiaries.  For 
more  information  visit  www.lhcr.org. 


S. 


I  he  recently  signed  Katrina 
Emergency  Tax  Relief  Act 
of  2005  allows  any  charitable 
cash  contribution  made  through 
December  31  to  be  used  to  lower 
adjusted  gross  income  by  up  to  100%. 
And,  a  withdrawal  from  your  IRA  can 
fund  the  gift  if  you  are  at  least  59° 
years  of  age. 

If  cash  is  short,  use  the  IRA 
withdrawal  to  complete  your  annual 
pledge,  make  a  special  gift  to  the 
capital  campaign,  or  fund  that  family 
endowment.  Any  of  these  options 
allow  you  to  take  a  deduction  for  the 
full  value. 


Always  consult  your  professional  advisor  before 
making  important  financial  decisions. 


Contact  us  to  find  out  how  you  can  help  yourself, 
\  our  family  and  vour  church. 
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United  Methodist  bishops:  church  membership  open  to  all 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
Homosexuality  is  not  a  barrier  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
denomination’s  bishops  said  Nov.  2,  two 
days  after  the  church’s  top  court  supported 
a  pastor’s  refusal  to  allow  a  gay  man  to 
join. 

“While  pastors  have  the  responsibility  to 


discern  readiness  for  membership,  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  not  a  barrier,”  the  bishops  said 
in  their  pastoral  letter  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  ruling  announced  Oct.  3 1 ,  the 
Judicial  Council  supported  the  Rev.  Ed 
Johnson  of  South  Hill  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church  in  his  decision  not  to 


allow  a  gay  man  to  join  his  congregation. 
The  man  was  a  choir  member  and  had  been 
meeting  with  Johnson  about  transferring 
membership  from  another  denomination. 

Johnson  was  placed  on  a  yearlong 
involuntary  leave  of  absence  by  fellow  pas¬ 
tors  during  the  clergy  session  of  the 
See  Membership,  page  3 


Junior  High  Retreats 


Two  Junior  High  retreats,  sponsored  by  the  La.  Annual 
Conference,  were  held  on  the  weekends  of  Oct.  28-30  and 
Nov.  4-6  at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  formerly 
known  as  the  La.  United  Methodist  Conference  Center.  The 
retreats  were  enjoyed  by  260  United  Methodist  youth 
throughout  the  conference.  Rev.  Brian  Mercer  of  Trinity 
UMC  in  Ruston  served  as  facilitator  for  both  events. 

Left,  members  of  "Perfect  Tragedy,"  the  youth  praise  band 
from  Winnsboro  UMC,  perform  for  retreat  goers  during  a 
retreat  gathering. 

Above,  winners  in  the  Youth  Service  Fund  collection  from 
the  October  weekend  are  pictured.  Offerings  for  the  YSF 
fund  from  each  conference  district  are  taken  up  at  every 
conference  youth  retreat.  Money  collected  by  the  youth 
goes  to  support  programs  that  benefit  other  youth. 
Monroe  District  youth  were  recognized  for  collecting  the 
most  money  for  YSF  at  the  October  retreat,  while  the  Lake 
Charles  district  youth  won  first  place  at  the  November 
retreat. 


Bishops  launch  appeal  to  help  gulf  churches  build  anew 


ByTimTanton 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  bishops  are 
launching  an  appeal  aimed  at  helping  the 
denomination’s  congregations  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  recover  from  the  devastat¬ 
ing  impact  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  approved  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  during  its 
Oct.  30-Nov.  4  fall  meeting.  The  appeal 
will  focus  on  building  new  ministries, 


rebuilding  facilities  and  addressing  a  wide 
range  of  other  local  church  and  conference 
needs,  such  as  paying  clergy  salaries  and 
covering  an  untold  amount  of  uninsured 
losses. 

During  presentations  Nov.  2,  Bishops 
William  Hutchinson  of  Louisiana  and  Hope 
Morgan  Ward  of  Mississippi  shared 
updates  and  thanked  the  council  for  the 
support  provided  by  the  church  since  late 
August. 


“You  have  responded  in  beautiful  and 
strong,  strong  ways  to  an  unheralded  kind 
of  disaster  on  the  shores  of  the  United 
States,”  Hutchinson  said.  Churches  and 
conferences  have  helped  displaced  congre¬ 
gations  worship,  sheltered  evacuees,  oper¬ 
ated  feeding  stations,  assisted  with  reloca¬ 
tion  and  sent  volunteer  teams  to  the  affect¬ 
ed  areas.  “The  church  has  been  the  church 
in  all  of  this,”  he  said. 

See  Bishops,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Prince  Bobby  Jack 


I  remember  Prince  Bobby  Jack.  The 
first  time  I  ever  saw  him  he  came  into 
worship  services  with  his  girlfriend  of 
the  moment  and  sat  down  toward  the 
front  of  the  sanctuary.  I  had  never  seen 
anyone  quite  so  flamboyant  in  manner¬ 
isms  and  dress  in  worship  in  a  LONG 
time,  if  ever.  He  fairly  reeked  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  for  which  he  was  famous  -  traf¬ 
ficking  in  women.  His  reputation  was 
quite  well  known,  even  to  me  as  I  dwelt 
primarily  among  the  members  of  the 
church  in  that  insular  world  so  many  of 
us  occupy.  But  I  had  never  physically 
seen  him  before. 

I  leaned  over  to  the  pastor  sitting  next 
to  me  and  said,  “Who  is  that  couple  who 
just  came  in?”  I  was  told,  “1  think  the 
man  is  Prince  Bobby  Jack.”  Nufi  said! 

The  worship  service  progressed  much 
as  usual.  Although  I  was  keenly  aware 
of  this  new  and  unexpected  presence  I 
don’t  remember  anything  else  that  was 
different.  Maybe  I  preached  a  little  more 
dynamically,  knowing  “the  chief  of  sin¬ 
ners”  was  in  the  room.  Maybe  the  Holy 
Spirit  just  acted  a  little  more  strongly 
than  usual.  But  for  whatever  reason, 
when  I  gave  the  call  for  giving  one’s  life 
to  Jesus  and  becoming  a  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ,  a  practice  I  employed  all  of  my 
years  as  a  pastor  of  a  local  church,  Prince 
Bobby  Jack  and  his  girlfriend  came  for¬ 
ward.  1  met  them  at  the  “communion 
rail”  and  there  we  turned  it  into  an  “altar 
rail”  with  the  confession  of  his  sin  and 
his  stated  desire  to  give  his  life  to  Christ 
and  become  a  member  of  the  church.  He 
laid  his  all  on  the  altar  of  God  in  those 
moments  -  or  at  least  that  is  what  he  said 
he  was  doing.  In  accord  with  my  heart 
and  in  respect  for  his  own  statement  that 
he  repented  of  his  sin  and  desired  to 
become  a  member  of  the  church,  I 
administered  the  vows  of  membership 
and  Prince  Bobby  Jack  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  that  morning  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church,  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico. 

It  wasn’t  long  before  his  old,  long, 
outdated,  but  quite  decorative  Cadillac 
began  showing  up  in  the  parking  lot 
early  in  the  mornings.  It  became  quite 
apparent  that  it  had  been  there  overnight. 
With  a  little  questioning,  I  discovered 
that  he  had  no  other  place  to  live,  and  he 
was  sleeping  in  his  car  there  in  the  lot. 
His  girlfriend  was  gone  by  now  and  it 
was  down  to  just  him.  Defeated,  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  age,  not  knowing  where  to 
turn  for  his  next  meal,  Prince  Bobby  Jack 
became  the  ward  of  the  church  for  a 
while.  Then  one  day  he  disappeared  and 
we  never  saw  him  again  —  at  least  not  in 
church.  You  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  his 
old  car  going  around  a  comer  in  the 
downtown  area  now  and  then,  but  his 
face  never  showed  up  in  church. 

It’s  been  several  years  now  and  I 
don’t  know  what  ever  became  of  him.  I 
suspect  he  has  crossed  the  Great  Divide 
and  has  met  the  God  he  professed  to  love 
and  serve  that  Sunday  morning.  I  don’t 
know  what  their  conversation  might  have 
been,  nor  do  I  need  to  know.  That  con¬ 
versation  was  up  to  him  and  the  Creator. 
And  I  imagine  standing  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Creator  God  was  Jesus  the  Christ, 
the  one  to  whom  Prince  Bobby  Jack 
gave  his  life  that  morning,  and  who 


undoubtedly  was 
still  interceding  for 
Bobby  Jack  as  He 
said  He  would.  And 
at  the  other  side  was 
standing  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  so  con¬ 
vincingly  convicted 
Bobby  Jack  that 
morning,  and  gave 
his  feet  wings  to  fly 
to  the  front  of  the 
sanctuary  to  confess 
his  sin  and  ask  for 
membership  in  the  Body  of  Christ.  And 
I  hope  they  all  remembered  the  preachers 
and  the  church  in  Albuquerque  who 
allowed  for  all  of  this  “saving  grace”  to 
happen  in  their  very  sight  and  presence 
and  who  simply  stepped  out  of  the  way 
of  that  movement  and  allowed  for  one 
lonely  and  tortured  man  to  step  at  least 
for  one  moment  in  time  into  the  presence 
of  the  Almighty  without  human  beings 
being  barriers  at  the  door  to  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  salvation  and  eternal  life.  I  hope 
the  great  One  in  Three  will  give  mercy  to 
me  when  I  stand  in  their  presence  some¬ 
time  in  the  future  because  I  didn’t  pre¬ 
vent  one  of  “the  least  of  these”  from 
approaching  the  throne  of  grace.  This 
same  God  of  all  Creation  knows  all  the 
other  things  Bill  Hutchinson  has  done 
that  might  be  a  barrier  to  his  entering 
into  the  eternal  Kingdom,  but  blocking 
another’s  possible  entrance  I  pray  will 
not  be  counted  against  me. 

People  say  to  me,  “How  could  you 
vote  to  say  that  the  Judicial  Council  rul¬ 
ing  that  gives  a  pastor  complete  discre¬ 
tion  as  to  who  should  become  a  member 
of  the  church  was  a  decision  made  in 
error?”  People  ask,  “When  a  person  is  a 
known  sinner,  how  can  you  let  her/him 
join  the  church  without  their  first  repent¬ 
ing  of  their  sin?”  I  just  remember  Prince 
Bobby  Jack.  He  told  me  he  repented. 

He  told  me  he  wanted  to  give  his  life  to 
Jesus.  He  affirmed  the  vows  of  member¬ 
ship  and  repentance  in  front  of  hundreds 
of  other  worshippers.  And  1  believe  it 
was  simply  my  task  to  believe  his 
integrity,  accept  his  profession  of  faith, 
and  open  the  door  to  God’s  church  that 
had  so  graciously  been  opened  to  me 
years  before.  Beyond  that,  Bobby  Jack 
was  on  his  own  with  his  growth  in  God 
and  with  his  being  true  to  his  word  of 
repentance.  He  was  surrounded  by  oth¬ 
ers  who  were  on  the  same  journey  - 
some  doing  quite  well,  and  others  who 
were  less  than  stellar  in  their  growth  - 
and  who  tried  to  help  Bobby  Jack,  but 
when  the  final  day  for  him  came,  he 
walked  the  lonesome  valley  by  himself 
and  stood  before  his  Maker  one  on  one. 
The  outcome  of  that  final  meeting  wasn’t 
up  to  me.  But  at  least  I  hadn’t  presumed 
to  decide  who  could  stand  there  in  the 
final  analysis. 

I  know  there  will  be  those  who  say, 
“How  can  you  be  a  Bishop  and  believe 
that?”  It  really  isn’t  so  hard!  And  if  I’m 
wrong,  I’ll  be  the  one  who  has  to  answer 
for  it.  But  if  I’m  right . 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

A.  '// 


New  Orleans  Churches  Re-opening 

Thirty-one  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  New  Orleans  District 
have  re-opened  for  worship  services,  and  in  most  cases,  Sunday 
School  classes.  The  list  below,  giving  worship  and  Sunday  School 
times,  was  complete  as  of  press  day,  Nov.  1 1 .  If  there  are  questions 
or  corrections,  please  contact  Louisiana  Now!  at  (225)  346-1646. 

Aldersgate  UMC;  5  p.m.  worship;  Sunday  School  in 
various  homes 

Algiers  UMC;  10:15  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  Sunday  School 

Aurora  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  SS;  5:30  p.m.  youth 

Boynton  UMC;  11  a.m.  worship;  10  a.m.  SS 

Bush  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  SS 

Carrollton-Parker  UMCs;ll  a.m.  combined  worship 

Centenary  UMC;  10:30  a.m.  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 

Church  of  the  Servant  UMC;  10:45  a.m.  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 

First  UMC,  Covington;  10:30  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  SS 

First  UMC,  Kenner;  1 1  a.m.  worship;  9:45  a.m.  SS 

First  UMC,  LaPlace;  10:45  a.m.  contemporary  worship;  8:30  a.m. 

traditional  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 
First  UMC,  Metairie;  1 1  a.m.  worship 
Fisher  UMC;  8:30  a.m.  worship 
Fitzgerald  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship;  10  a.m.  SS 
Gretna  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship 

Hartzell-Kenner  UMC;  8:30  a.m. worship;  7:45  a.m.  SS 
Lacombe  UMC;  10:30  a.m.  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 
Live  Oak  UMC;  8  a.m.  worship  (first  Sunday) 

Luling  UMC;  10:30  a.m.  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 
Mary  Chapel  UMC;  1 1  a.m.  worship  (third  Sunday) 

Munholland  UMC;  8:30  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.  worship;  9:30  a.m.  SS 

North  Cross  UMC;  1 0  a.m.  worship 

Pearl  River  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  SS 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC;  11  a.m.  worship;  8:45  a.m.  SS 

St.  Charles  UMC;  8:40  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.  worship;  9:45  a.m.  SS 

St.  Luke’s;  11  a.m.  worship 

St.  Mark’s  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC;  10  a.m.  worship;  9  a.m.  SS 

St.  Paul’s  UMC;  10:30  a.m.  worship 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC;  8:30  a.m.,  9:45  a.m.,  1 1  a.m. 
and  5:30  p.m. 

Vamado  UMC;  1 1  a.m.  worship 

Waldheim  UMC;  11  a.m.  worship;  9:45  a.m.  SS 

Wesley  Ray  UMC;  1 1  a.m.  worship  (second  and  fourth  Sundays) 
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Congress  on  Evangelism  moved  to  Nashville 


The  2006  Congress  on  Evangelism 
event  has  been  moved  to  the  Opryland 
Hotel  in  Nashville,  Term.  The  dates  remain 
Jan.  3-6,  2006.  The  Congress  on 
Evangelism  was  originally  scheduled  for 
the  Sheraton  New  Orleans  Hotel,  but  due 
to  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  hotel  issued  a 
contract  release  due  to  storm  damage. 

The  Congress  on  Evangelism  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  Council  on  Evangelism  and 
The  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  provides  schol¬ 
arships  for  the  event  to  first-time  attendees 

Membership,  from  page  1 

Virginia  Annual  (regional)  Conference  last 
June.  The  Judicial  Council  upheld 
Johnson’s  action,  citing  the  authority  given 
to  clergy  by  the  church’s  Book  of 
Discipline.  The  court  ordered  that  the  pas¬ 
tor  be  reinstated  to  his  previous  status. 

The  ripple  effect  of  the  court’s  decision 
was  felt  immediately  in  Lake  Junaluska, 
where  the  Council  of  Bishops  is  holding  its 
weeklong  fall  meeting.  The  council  spent 
at  least  four  hours  in  closed  session  work¬ 
ing  on  a  statement  responding  to  the  ruling. 

“With  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  we  affirm  'that 
God's  grace  is  available  to  all,  and  we  will 
seek  to  live  together  in  Christian  communi¬ 
ty,  the  bishops  said,  quoting  from  the 
Social  Principles  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
‘“We  implore  families  and  churches  not  to 
reject  or  condemn  lesbian  and  gay  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends.  We  commit  ourselves  to 
be  in  ministry  for  and  with  all  persons.’ 

“We  also  affirm  our  Wesleyan  practice 
that  pastors  are  accountable  to  the  bishop, 
superintendent  and  the  clergy  on  matters  of 
ministry  and  membership,”  the  bishops 
said. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  unanimously 
adopted  the  pastoral  letter  in  closed  ses¬ 
sion.  The  announcement  of  the  court’s  rul¬ 
ing  caused  “considerable  conversation 
within  the  council,”  said  Bishop  Janice 
Riggle  Huie,  who  led  the  seven-bishop 
writing  team  that  worked  on  the  statement. 
Huie  oversees  the  church’s  Texas  Annual 
(regional)  Conference. 

Many  of  the  bishops  had  received  calls 
and  e-mail  from  pastors  and  lay  people  in 
their  conferences  who  were  “greatly  trou¬ 
bled”  by  the  ruling  and  were  asking  for 
clarification,  she  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

“We  wanted  our  response  to  be  thought¬ 
ful,  prayerful  and  to  speak  to  the  church,” 
she  said. 

As  the  bishops  worked  on  the  statement, 
it  became  clear  that  there  was  unity  within 
the  council  regarding  the  membership  of 
gays  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  she 
said.  “I  don't  think  it’s  going  too  far  to  say 
the  council  is  of  one  mind  that  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  can  be  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  Book  of  Discipline  affirms  homo¬ 
sexuals  as  people  "of  sacred  worth.”  It  also 
holds  the  practice  of  homosexuality  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching,  and  it  bars 
the  performance  of  same-sex  unions  by  the 
church’s  clergy  and  in  church’s  sanctuaries. 

During  oral  hearings  before  the  Judicial 
Council  Oct.  27,  the  Rev.  Tom  Thomas  of 
Virginia,  speaking  for  Johnson,  argued  that 


under  40  years  of  age.  Contact  Joe 
Peabody  for  approval  at  joepeabody@all- 
tel.net. 

Gary  Exman  serves  as  the  president  of 
The  Congress  of  Evangelism.  Exman 
shares,  “Let  us  unite  in  prayer  that  God 
will  work  miracles  through  this  experience. 
Let’s  send  the  clear  message  to  the  Gulf 
Region  that  ‘We  have  not  forgotten  you.’” 

Keynote  speakers  include  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Bishop  William  H. 
Willimon,  Jessica  Moffatt,  Kirbyjon  H. 
Caldwell  and  Tyrone  Gordon. 


the  pastor  “drew  the  line  not  at  the  homo¬ 
sexual  person  but  at  homosexual  practice.” 
Johnson,  who  was  at  the  hearing,  did  not 
address  the  court. 

Virginia  Bishop  Charlene  Kammerer 
defended  the  suspension  of  Johnson,  stat¬ 
ing  that  the  Constitution  emphasizes  inclu¬ 
siveness  and  not  exclusiveness,  and  that 
only  allowing  participation  in  the  church 
“amounts  to  second-class  citizenship.” 

In  their  pastoral  letter,  the  bishops  said 
they  “uphold  and  affirm”  that  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body,  the  General 
Conference,  “has  clearly  spoken  through 
the  denomination’s  Constitution  on  inclu¬ 
siveness  and  justice  for  all  as  it  relates  to 
church  membership.” 

The  bishops  cited  the  Constitution’s 
declaration  that  all  people  shall  be  eligible 
to  attend  the  church’s  worship  services, 
participate  in  its  programs,  receive  the 
sacraments,  be  admitted  as  baptized  mem¬ 
bers,  “and  upon  taking  the  vows  declaring 
the  Christian  faith,  become  professing 
members  in  any  local  church  in  the  con¬ 
nection.” 

“The  invitation  that  this  (Judicial 
Council)  ruling  gives  to  all  of  us  is  to  think 
carefully  about  the  meaning  of  United 
Methodist  membership,”  said  Bishop  Peter 
Weaver,  president  of  the  council  and  leader 
of  the  church’s  New  England  Conference. 

The  ruling  provides  an  opportunity  “to 
think  about  how  we  are  inclusive  of  per¬ 
sons  who  are  in  our  communities  and  how 
we  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
transformation  of  the  world,”  he  said. 
Making  disciples  is  a  theme  of  the  bishops' 
fall  meeting  and  their  focus  for  2005-08. 
Weaver  noted  that  earlier  on  Nov.  2,  the 
council  had  heard  a  major  presentation  on 
evangelism  by  a  Duke  Divinity  School  the¬ 
ologian. 

Regarding  a  pastor’s  authority  to  make 
decisions  about  membership.  Weaver  said: 
“The  local  pastor  does  have  authority,  but 
it’s  in  the  context  of  the  theology  and  val¬ 
ues  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  bishops  will  discuss  other  possible 
responses  to  the  ruling  as  their  meeting 
continues,  he  said.  The  meeting,  which 
began  Oct.  30,  ends  Nov.  4.  Weaver  is 
already  responding  in  his  own  New 
England  Conference  by  setting  up  four 
regional  opportunities  for  Christian  conver¬ 
sation  about  the  Judicial  Council  ruling. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  comprises  the 
top  clergy  leaders  in  the  nearly  1 1  million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
council  has  69  active  bishops  and  about 
100  retired  bishops  from  the  United  States, 
Africa,  Europe  and  the  Phillipines. 


Huie  elected  President  of  Council  of  Bishops 


Council  of  Bishops  Secretary  Ernest  Lyght  (left)  and  President  Peter  Weaver  (right) 
congratulate  Gregory  Palmer  and  Janice  Huie  after  a  Nov.  3  election,  in  which  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  top  clergy  leaders  chose  Huie  to  be  their  new  president 
and  Palmer  to  be  president-designate.  Huie  and  Palmer  will  take  office  in  May.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  Tim  Tanton. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS) 
-  Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie  of  Texas 
will  take  office  as  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
during  a  milestone  year  in  which  the 
church  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of 
full  clergy  rights  for  women. 

The  council  elected  Huie  as  its  next 
president  and  Bishop  Gregory  V.  Palmer 
of  Iowa  as  president-designate,  effective 
in  May.  Taking  office  during  the  50th 
anniversary  year  of  full  clergy  rights  for 
women  puts  "an  additional  dimension  to 
this  office,”  Huie  said  Nov.  3,  in  an 
interview  after  the  election. 

“I  find  myself  grateful  for  the  women 
who  went  before  me  that  paved  the  way 
for  me  to  receive  this  gift  and  responsi¬ 
bility,”  she  said.  “I’m  strengthened  by 
their  witness  because  they  charted  new 
territory  too,  and  they  did  it  with  God’s 


strength,  and  if  there’s  a  lesson  ...  for 
me,  that’s  the  strength  I  need  to  rely  on 
as  well.” 

Huie,  58,  will  succeed  Bishop  Peter 
D.  Weaver  of  the  Boston  Area  as  presi¬ 
dent  for  a  two-year  term.  Palmer,  5 1 ,  is 
in  line  to  succeed  her.  The  council,  with 
offices  in  Washington,  comprises  69 
active  bishops  and  100  retired  bishops; 
they  are  the  clergy  leaders  of  the  nearly 
1 1  million-member  church  in  the  United 
States,  Africa,  Europe  and  Asia. 

Palmer  and  Huie  were  elected  during 
the  council’s  Oct.  30-Nov.  4  meeting  in 
Lake  Junaluska.  Though  the  leadership 
change  occurs  in  May,  a  formal  ceremo¬ 
ny  probably  won’t  be  held  until  the  full 
council  meets  again  in  fall  2006.  The 
bishops  are  forgoing  their  regular  spring 
meeting  because  their  fall  gathering  will 
be  in  Mozambique. 


Home  again  at  Hartzell 


The  congregation  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  is  back  in  the  church  two  months  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  damaged  it.  A  month  ago,  the  congregation  was  meeting  in  lawn  chairs  in  the 
parking  lot.  Everyone  was  back  indoors  on  Sunday,  Oct.  30,  even  though  most  of  the 
inside  of  the  building  is  still  missing.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 
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Damage  at  Gulfside  Retreat  Center 
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Foundation  pilings  and  a  plastic  sign  are  all  that  remain  of  a  building  at  the  historic 
Gulfside  Assembly  grounds  in  Waveland,  Miss.,  following  Hurricane  Katrina.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Rev.  Freddy  C.  Henderson,  New  Orleans  district  superintendent,  points  out  damage 
to  his  home  in  New  Orleans.  A  group  of  United  Methodist  leaders  from  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  and  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  toured  New  Orleans  Oct.  29,  as 
part  of  a  pastoral  visit  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  (regional)  Conference.  The  group 
was  also  looking  for  ways  to  assist  in  the  healing  and  rebuilding  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
region.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 


United  Methodist  Men's  group  ramps  up  for  neighbors 


Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  UMC 

Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Churches  recently 
completed  a  handicap  ramp  project  for  a  wheelchair-bound, 
elderly  area  resident.  Members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men's  group  constructed  the  ramp  with  lumber  and  sup¬ 
plies  provided  by  the  Rotary  Club  of  Many. 

"The  men's  group  formed  a  prayer  group,  and  had  been  con¬ 
sidering  different  ways  they  could  participate  in  hands-on 
ministry. The  handicap  ramp  project  was  the  perfect  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  our  group,"  said  Rev.  Dick  Hooten,  pastor  of  both 
United  Methodist  churches  which  are  located  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  "We've  already  received  a  phone  call 
from  someone  else  that  is  in  need  of  a  ramp." 

Pictured  above  with  recipient  Autrey  Carter,  seated,  are 
men's  work  group  members  Al  Woerner,  Don  Muncy,  Wayne 
Lehr,  Jerry  Buckner,  Maury  Rea,  Richard  Kurtz,  John  Bradas, 
and  Rev.  Dick  Hooton. 

Carter  resides  with  his  daughter.  Dawn  Maxey,  in  the  home 
pictured  at  right. The  upper  photo  shows  Maxey's  home 
prior  to  the  construction  of  the  ramp.  The  photo  below 
shows  the  finished  ramp,  which  has  made  the  home  handi¬ 
cap  accessible. 


NOVEMBER  18,2005 


Louisiana  Conference NGW( 


5 


Lillian  Daniels  and  Laura  Bell,  above  right,  members  of  First  Street  UMC  and  Hurricane 
Katrina  survivors,  volunteer  with  Cheryl  Young,  right,  secretary  for  the  1 72-year  old  New 
Orleans  church,  at  the  storm  relief  station  located  in  the  church  complex.  At  right,  Jake 
McGlothin  confers  with  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Volunteer  Coordinator  for  the  Conference 
Storm  Recovery  Center,  while  Joe  Burke,  Logistics  Coordinator,  looks  on.  Louisiana 
Conference  Staff,  above,  box  up  food  and  supplies  for  storm  survivors. 


First  Street  UMC  serves  as  relief  station 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  in  the  central  part  of  New  Orleans, 
is  one  of  six  storm  reliefrrecovery  stations 
being  established  in  areas  of  Louisiana 
affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
is  working  with  the  Louisiana  Conference 
in  setting  up  the  stations,  carefully  chosen 
to  offer  close  proximity  to  storm  victims  in 
hard  hit  areas. 

“First  Street  UMC  olfers  a  prime  loca¬ 
tion  for  one  of  these  stations.  Although  our 
facilities  were  blessed  to  virtually  be  spared 
from  the  devastation,  the  area  surrounding 
the  church  for  miles  was  severely  impact¬ 
ed,”  said  Rev.  Lance  Eden,  pastor. 

Each  storm  relief/recovery  station  is 
staffed  by  a  director,  a  construction  direc¬ 
tor,  a  case  management  director  and  a  part- 
time  administrative  assistant.  “The  director 
works  with  volunteer  teams  coming  in  the 
area  to  provide  relief  and  recovery  assis¬ 
tance.  We  are  still  in  the  relief  phase  for 
most  areas,”  said  Jim  Bailey,  director  of  the 
Slidell  United  Methodist  Storm 
Relief/Recovery  Station  at  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church. 


As  recovery  and  rebuilding  begin,  a 
construction  director  will  oversee  efforts  to 
ensure  that  all  work  is  completed  properly 
and  efficiently.  The  case  management 
director  will  assist  a  team  of  volunteer  case 
managers  who  will  work  with  storm  vic¬ 
tims  to  determine  their  specific  needs  and 
develop  a  recovery  program  to  meet  those 
needs.  “Perhaps  an  individual  needs  help 
with  debris  removal.  Another  may  need 
help  with  construction  because  their  insur¬ 
ance  coverage  and  help  from  FEMA  does 
not  quite  cover  all  their  costs.  Maybe 
someone  needs  a  new  refrigerator,  but  with 
all  the  financial  losses  suffered,  they  simply 
can’t  afford  to  buy  one.  Once  the  case 
manager  determines  those  needs,  then  the 
wheels  are  put  in  motion  to  find  solutions,” 
said  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  director  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  based  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center,  which  oversees  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  all  of  the  relief/recovery  stations. 
Tate,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  New 
Orleans,  is  one  of  dozens  of  clergy  dis¬ 
placed  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Meeting  the  needs  of  each  client  will 
ultimately  be  addressed  in  concert  with 
other  relief  agencies  like  the  Red  Cross  and 
Catholic  Charities.  “Unmet  Needs 


Committees  will  be  established  in  most 
areas  to  provide  an  arena  for  a  cooperative 
effort.  This  approach  will  help  to  avoid 
duplication  of  efforts  in  working  with 
storm  survivors,”  said  Tate. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  the  Uptown  United 
Methodist  Storm/Recovery  Station  at  First 
Street  UMC,  office  staff  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  bagged  groceries  and 
personal  supplies  for  storm  victims  through 
the  distribution  center  operating  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall.  “Although  most  sta¬ 
tions  will  not  have  a  supply  distribution 
component,  the  Uptown  Station  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  disperse  food  and  other  donated 
items  because  a  number  of  the  storm  vic¬ 
tims  within  walking  distance  of  the  church 
were  impoverished  before  the  storm  hit,” 
said  Tate. 

Two  church  members  of  First  Street 
UMC  worked  alongside  the  conference 
staff,  greeting  storm  victims  seeking  help. 
Laura  Bell  and  her  mother  Lillian  Daniels, 
members  of  the  church  for  over  50  years, 
lost  homes  in  New  Orleans  East  and  the 
Gentilly  area,  respectively. 

“Our  entire  family  evacuated  to 
Galveston,  Tex.  when  Hurricane  Katrina 
was  heading  our  way.  Fifteen  of  us  were 


housed  in  a  three-bedroom  beach  house  on 
the  island.  It  was  crowded,  but  we  felt 
blessed  to  have  shelter,”  said  Bell. 

Like  so  many  in  the  diaspora  from  New 
Orleans,  Bell’s  family  found  themselves 
running  from  a  second  storm  when  only 
four  weeks  later,  Hurricane  Rita  barreled 
toward  the  Texas-Louisiana  border. 

Now  back  in  Louisiana,  a  number  of  the 
family  are  living  with  Bell’s  son  in  his 
New  Orleans  Westbank  home,  which  was 
basically  untouched  by  the  hurricane.  Both 
Bell  and  Daniels  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  find  construction  crews  that  are 
working  on  the  restoration  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  homes. 

The  smiles  and  helping  spirits  of  these 
United  Methodist  women  were  inspiring  to 
everyone  volunteering  that  day.  When 
asked  what  was  fueling  their  positive  out¬ 
look,  Lillian  Daniels  said,  “Well,  we  still 
have  these  bodies.  We  lost  things,  but  no 
one  in  our  family  was  harmed.” 

“We’ll  be  volunteering  at  the  church  on 
a  regular  basis,  offering  encouragement  to 
those  in  need.  After  all,  we  understand 
what  they  are  going  through.  We’re  here  to 
share  God’s  love  and  to  let  them  know  that 
things  wil  be  a  fright,”  said  Bell. 
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Storm  Station  Contact  Information 

The  following  list  includes  names  and  contact  numbers  for  personnel  in 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center,  as  well  as  contact 
information  tor  the  various  relief/recovery  stations  that  are  being  set  up 
throughout  the  areas  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 

Most  of  these  numbers  are  fully  operational.  Some  are  being  installed  as 
the  Louisiana  Now!  goes  to  press.  If  you  experience  any  difficulty  using  a 

address'  contact  the  Storm  Center  in  Baton  Rouge 
at  \ZZj)  .340-5193.  ° 

Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center 

(225)  346-5193,  office;  (220)  346-6974,  fax;  J - 

stormrehef@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  Director 

Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Volunteer  Coordinator 

Debbie  Tullos,  Patsy  Lyon  and  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries, 

Administrative  Assistants 

Nanci  Youngblood  and  Kathy  Masey,  Partnering 


Slidell  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(985 )  78 1  -7990,  office;  (985 )  645-9074,  fax;  >T - 

umcorslidell@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 
Aldersgate  UMC 

360  Roberts  Blvd.,  Slidell,  LA  704^  ’ 


Jim  Bailey,  Director 

Pat  McQueen,  Administrative  Assistant 

William  Theile,  Case  Management  Director 


West  Bank  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(504)  394-5483,  office;  (504)  433-5001,  fax;  J 

westbankstation@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 
Aurora  UMC 

3300  Eton  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70131 


Jake  McGlothin,  Director 

Kathy  Powers,  Administrative  Assistant 


Lake  Charles  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(337)  477-2003,  office;  (337)  439-2969,  fax; - * - 

lakecharlesstation@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 
University  UMC 

501  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 


Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  Contact  Person 


Abbeville  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(337)  254-6238,  office;  (337)  893-5216,  fax;  - 

abbevillestation@bellsouthl.net,  e-mail 
Abbeville  UMC 


213  N.  State  St.,  Abbeville,  LA  70510 
Rev.  John  Vining,  Contact  Person 
Ginny  Alexander,  Administrative  Assistant 
Deborah  Vining,  Case  Management  Director 
Elbert  Dawson,  Construction  Director 


East  Bank  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(504)  888-7747,  office;  (504)  888-7754,  fax;  - 

eastbankstation@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC 

6017  Camphor  St.,  Metairie,  LA  70003 


Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  Contact  Person 

Uptown  UM  Storm  Relief/Recoverv  Station 

(504)  895-2922,  office; 

uptownstation@bellsouth.net,  e-mail 
First  Street  UMC 

2309  Dryades  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA 


Rev.  Lance  Eden,  Contact  Person 


St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore 
Presents 

Christmas  on  the  Northshore 
With 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Chamber  Orchestra 
Jay  Dean,  director 
December  1 7, 2005 
3:00  PM  &  7:00  PM 

Featuring 

Anna  McDonald,  soprano 
Viola  Dacus,  mezzo  soprano 
Stuart  Neill,  tenor 
Horace  English,  bass 

John  Paul  and  Shawn  Leopard,  harpsichords 
St.  Timothy  Choir 

Free  tickets  available  (recommended) 

November  1 1, 2005 
St.  Timothy  UMC 
335  Asbury  Drive 
Mandeville,LA  70471 

"Supported  by  a  grant  from  the  Louisiana  Division  of  the  Arts,  Office  of 
Cultural  Development,  Department  of  Culture,  Recreation  and  Tourism 
in  cooperation  with  the  Louisiana  State  Arts  Council  as  administered  by 
the  St.  Tammany  Arts  Commission" 


Globa!  Health  Summit  meets 


By  Linda  Bloom 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Old  diseases  - 
malaria,  tuberculosis  and  measles  -  still 
account  for  significant  death  rates  in  some 
countries. 

Newer  diseases  —  HIV/AIDS  and 
emerging  threats  like  the  avian  flu  -  have 
an  even  larger  global  impact. 

Issues  surrounding  such  health  crises 
were  addressed  during  the  Nov.  1-3  Global 
Health  Summit  in  New  York,  sponsored  by 
TIME  magazine  and  the  Bill  &  Melinda 
Gates  Foundation.  United  Methodists  were 
among  the  participants  from  medicine, 
government,  business,  nonprofits,  public 
policy  and  the  arts. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Joao  Somane 
Machado  of  Mozambique  was  part  of  a 
panel  discussion  on  “How  Can  Malaria  and 
TB  Be  Contained?”  that  was  moderated  by 
Philip  Elmer-Dewitt,  TIME’S  sciences  edi¬ 
tor. 

The  bishop’s  experience  with  malaria 
has  been  sadly  personal.  Besides  suffering 
from  repeated  bouts  of  the  disease  since  his 
birth  -  about  85  times,  according  to  his  esti¬ 
mate  -  Machado  lost  two  nephews  to 
malaria  about  five  years  ago.  “They  died 
because  of  (drug)  resistant  malaria,”  he 
recalled.  Paul  Farmer,  a  doctor  and  board 
member  of  Partners  in  Health,  wasn’t  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  bishop’s  continual  re-infec- 
tion  or  the  drug-resistance  problem.  “The 
bishop  describes.  I’m  sorry  to  say,  a  very 
common  scenario  in  Africa,”  he  said. 

Charity  Ngilu,  Kenya’s  minister  of 
health,  added  that  malaria  becomes  impos¬ 
sible  to  treat  “when  you  do  not  have  the 
drugs”  or  the  ability  to  hire  health  care 
workers.  In  her  country,  20  million  are  at 
risk  of  infection  and  each  year  about  3,400 
children  die  and  6,000  women  suffer  mis¬ 
carriages  due  to  the  disease. 

Machado  noted  that  while  4,000  malaria 
deaths  of  children  under  five  were  reported 


in  Mozambique  for  2004,  the  real  toll  is 
probably  much  higher  because  so  many 
families  live  far  from  hospitals. 

Treatment  for  TB  also  is  a  problem  in 
Mozambique  because  when  patients 
improve,  they  often  stop  taking  the  needed 
medicines.  “After  one  month,  they  feel  a 
little  better,”  Machado  said.  “They  need  to 
go  back  to  work  because  the  family  has  no 
food  to  eat.” 

Farmer,  who  has  done  extensive  work 
with  multi-drug  resistant  TB,  explained 
that  such  resistance  occurs  when  TB 
patients  interrupt  or  change  the  use  of  med¬ 
icine.  The  only  solution,  he  said,  is  to  have 
health  workers  assume  complete  responsi¬ 
bility  for  TB  patients  until  therapy  is  over. 
That  responsibility  includes  providing  sup¬ 
plemental  food. 

But  disease  resistance  to  various  drugs 
continues  to  grow.  And  while  a  handful  of 
public-private  partnerships  are  working  on 
product  development,  Farmer  said,  “Very 
little  is  known  about  drug  development  for 
TB.” 

In  a  Nov.  2  press  conference,  Bill  Gates 
talked  about  the  need  to  “pursue  many 
approaches”  to  eradicate  malaria. 

Three  days  earlier,  the  Gates  Foundation 
had  announced  the  funding  of  three  new 
grants,  totaling  $258.3  million,  for  malaria 
control.  A  $107.6  million  grant  will  allow 
the  PATH  Malaria  Vaccine  Initiative  to 
work  with  GlaxoSmithKline  Biologicals 
and  African  investigators  on  testing  and 
licensure  of  an  advanced  malaria  vaccine. 

Another  $100  million  will  be  used  by 
Medicines  for  Malaria  Venture  to  acceler¬ 
ate  development  of  promising  new  drugs. 

A  $50.7  million  grant  will  allow  fast-track 
development  of  improved  insecticides  and 
other  mosquito  controls  through  the 
Innovative  Vector  Control  Consortium,  led 
by  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine. 
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Bishops  call  for  withdrawal  from  Iraq 


Louisiana  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  joins  his  colleagues  in  song  at  the  recent  Council 
of  Bishops'  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina.  The  bishops  voted  to  establish  a 
special  appeal  to  provide  funding  for  storm  relief  to  storm  revaged  Gulf  conferences. 


ByTimTanton 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  bishops  are 
calling  on  President  George  Bush  to  draw 
up  a  plan  and  timeline  for  withdrawing  all 
U.S.  forces  from  Iraq.  The  resolution, 
adopted  Nov.  4,  updates  a  statement  that 
the  Council  of  Bishops  issued  in  May 
2004.  During  the  final  session  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  fall  meeting,  no  bishops  voted  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  though  some 
abstained  from  voting. 

In  a  poignant  moment,  Bishop  Charlene 
Kammerer  of  Virginia  told  the  council 
about  her  son,  Chris,  serving  in  the  Navy  in 
the  Persian  Gulf.  “I  know  the  pain  of  truly 
loving  and  supporting  your  child  in  the 
military  and  at  the  same  time  faithfully 
challenging  the  policies  of  the  United 
States  government.  Our  son  has  no  prob¬ 
lem  with  our  stance,”  she  said.  “He  has 
been  formed  and  shaped  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  are  very  proud  of 
him  for  his  service,  and  yet  he  and  so  many 
others  in  the  military  are  questioning  why 
we  are  there.  I  cannot  do  anything  but  sup¬ 
port  this  resolution  as  a  parent  of  Chris.” 

Other  bishops  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  submitted  by  retired  Bishop 
Marshall  “Jack”  Meadors  Jr.  of  Atlanta. 

“Nothing  could  be  more  global  than  this 
war,”  said  Bishop  Sally  Dyck  of 
Minnesota,  “and  we  need  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  world  is  waiting  for  us  to  make  a 
moral  statement  about  the  war.” 

Meadors  noted  that  more  than  2,000 
U.S.  soldiers  and  an  estimated  26,000  Iraqi 
civilians  had  been  killed  since  the  war 
began.  Though  some  say  it’s  unpatriotic  to 
challenge  the  war,  the  bishop  said,  it  was 
not  unpatriotic  to  question  a  war  that  began 
with  a  pre-emptive  strike  based  on  “flawed 
and  manipulated”  information. 

“Now  is  the  time  to  take  a  stand  as 
peacemakers  who  are  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said. 

In  the  “Resolution  on  the  War  in  Iraq,” 


the  bishops  noted  that  “peacemaking  is  a 
sacred  calling  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
and  that  the  denomination’s  Book  of 
Discipline  declares  war  “incompatible  with 
the  teachings  and  example  of  Christ.” 

The  resolution  stated  that  “the  continu¬ 
ing  loss  of  Iraqi  civilian  lives,  especially 
children,  and  the  increasing  death  toll 
among  United  States  and  coalition  military, 
grieves  the  heart  of  God.”  The  bishops  said 
the  U.S.  government’s  reasons  for  war  - 
“the  presumption  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  and  alleged  connection  between 
al-Qaida  and  Iraq”  -  have  not  been  verified, 
and  that  Iraqi  violence  has  created  a  con¬ 
text  for  “gross  violations  of  human  rights 
of  prisoners  of  war.” 

The  bishops  said  they: 

Lament  the  continued  warfare  by  U.S. 
and  coalition  forces  and  the  insurgents. 

Pray  for  military  personnel  and  their 
families  and  for  a  swift  end  to  the  violence. 

Support  a  congressional  resolution  “stat¬ 
ing  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that 
it  be  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  all  U.S.  military  troops  and  bases 
from  Iraq.” 

Call  on  the  president  “to  immediately 
draw  up  and  present  to  Congress  and  the 
American  people  a  plan  and  timeline  for 
the  withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  forces  from 
Iraq.” 

Call  for  the  United  Nations  to  appoint 
an  envoy  to  encourage  peace  talks  and 
explore  a  political  settlement. 

Call  for  the  rebuilding  of  Iraq  and  other 
Middle  East  nations  “through  a  multina¬ 
tional  development  plan  that  honors  the 
participation  of  the  peoples  of  the  region.” 

Call  on  United  Methodists  to  pray  for 
peace  and  advocate  “for  public  policies  that 
promote  peace,  justice  and  reconciliation 
among  all  nations.” 

The  council,  comprises  the  top  clergy 
leaders  of  the  nearly  1 1  million-member 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States,  Africa,  Europe  and  Asia. 


Bishops,  from  page  1 

Evacuees  from  Hurricane  Katrina  are  in 
every  state,  Hutchinson  said.  “This  is  the 
largest  diaspora  of  persons  in  the  history  of 
the  United  States.”  The  evacuees  have 
included  1 .5  million  people  from  Louisiana 
and  several  hundred  thousand  from 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  he  said.  Those 
evacuees  include  entire  congregations  and 
clergy. 

Ward  described  walking  through  storm- 
struck  areas  and  seeing  work  teams  from 
different  parts  of  the  country.  “The  connec¬ 
tion  has  worked  in  a  marvelous  way  and 
has  been  a  means  of  grace  to  us,”  she  said. 

“We’ve  had  incredible  support  in 
prayers,  in  love,  in  concern,  in  gifts,  in 
work  teams  and  contributions,”  she  empha¬ 
sized  later. The  appeal  is  being  developed 
with  support  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  United 
Methodist  Communications  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  its  focus  on  church  recovery,  the 
appeal  will  be  distinct  from  the  work  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
which  has  raised  $20  million  so  far  in 
humanitarian  relief  related  to  the  hurri¬ 
canes.  “We  know  that  people  have  given 
generously  to  UMCOR,  but  we  believe 
there  are  many  people  who  want  to  help 
rebuild  our  ministry  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  and 
we’re  thankful  for  every  partner  in  this 
effort,”  Ward  said. 

At  their  closing  worship  Nov.  4,  the 
bishops  raised  $25,470  for  the  appeal. 
Details  on  how  people  can  support  the 
appeal  are  still  being  developed. 

The  bishops  will  establish  a  steering 
committee  for  the  effort,  which  will  meet 
every  six  months  to  make  decisions  about 
block  grants.  The  block  grants  will  be 
awarded  in  four  categories:  salaries,  prop¬ 
erty,  connectional  ministries  and  other. 

In  their  discussion,  several  bishops 
emphasized  the  importance  of  not  simply 
rebuilding  what  had  already  existed  on  the 
coast  but  building  ministry  in  a  new  way. 


In  Louisiana,  as  many  as  30  churches 
may  have  to  be  tom  down  and  rebuilt, 
Hutchinson  said.  In  the  New  Orleans 
District  alone,  78  churches  will  need  major 
work,  he  said.  As  of  the  end  of  October,  58 
clergy  families  were  still  on  salary  support. 

“We  are  looking  at  a  need  through  May 
of  some  $  1 .3  million  to  deal  with  salary 
and  benefits,”  Hutchinson  said.  That  does¬ 
n’t  include  housing.  There  will  also  be  a 
cost  in  lost  apportionment  dollars  that 
would  have  been  paid  by  the  affected  con¬ 
gregations.  One  of  the  biggest  ways 
churches  in  unaffected  areas  can  help  is  by 
paying  their  apportionments  in  full. 

Seven  church-related  institutions  in 
Louisiana,  including  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans,  were  damaged,  Hutchinson 
said.  “There  is  not  one  inch  of  the 
Louisiana  coastline  . . .  that  is  not  impacted 
by  these  two  storms,”  he  said.  Katrina 
made  landfall  Aug.  29,  followed  by 
Hurricane  Rita  Sept.  24. 

In  Mississippi,  six  churches  are  consid¬ 
ered  destroyed.  Ward  said.  About  300  have 
filed  insurance  claims,  and  of  those,  20 
probably  have  extreme  damage,  she  said. 
Twenty-seven  pastors  are  living  temporari¬ 
ly  in  campers,  she  said. 

Other  church-related  institutions  in 
Mississippi  that  were  affected  included  his¬ 
toric  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
which  was  destroyed,  and  Seashore 
Assembly  in  Biloxi,  which  sustained  heavy 
damage. 

During  the  council’s  discussion,  bishops 
spoke  in  support  of  the  appeal  and  the 
coastal  conferences.  Bishop  Juan  Vera 
Mendez,  who  leads  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Puerto  Rico,  said  his  members  are  ready 
to  support  the  recovery  with  volunteer 
teams. 

Hutchinson  said  the  hurricanes  have 
created  “an  incredible  opportunity  for  the 
church  to  speak  its  message  in  strength 
with  hope  and  encouragement.” 


Concert  of  Hope 
Restore,  Revive,  Ignite  and  Unite 
Saturday,  Dec.  3 
7  p.m. 

Presented  by 
The  Joel  Engle  Band 
Gretna  United  Methodist  Church 
(504)  366-6685 
1309  Whitney  Ave. 

Free  and  Open  to  All 

Joel  Engle  in  Worship 
Sunday,  Dec.  4 
10:45  a.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
(985)386-3561 

200  E.  Pine  St.,  Ponchatoula,  La. 

Lunch  reservations  requested;  love  offering  will  be  taken 

*On  Dec.  3,  it  is  hoped  that  work  teams  can  blitz  the  New  Orleans 
area  to  aid  in  recovery.  Groups  will  work  through  the  day  and  be 
renewed  by  the  concert  that  evening. 

For  more  information  about  the  event,  contact  Evelyn  Deich,  music 
ministries  for  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula.  To  schedule  a  work  team, 

contact  the 

La.  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center  at 
(877)345-5193. 
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'Kids  Helping  Kids'  initiative  begins 


The  Christian  Education  office  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  starting  a 
new  ministry  in  response  to  a  specific  need 
created  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

“Kids  Helping  Kids-Sharing  God’s 
Love”  is  a  way  for  children  to  help  other 
kids  in  United  Methodist  churches  that  lost 
Sunday  School  and  nursery  supplies  when 
churches  were  damaged  by  the  storms. 

Construction  paper,  glue,  notebook 
paper,  markers,  crayons,  stickers,  and  all  the 
typical  supplies  needed  to  operate  a  chil¬ 
dren's  Sunday  School  class  are  now  being 
collected  by  the  Louisiana  conference. 
“These  supplies  will  be  broken  into  start  up 
kits  and  distributed  to  churches  as  they 
begin  offering  Sunday  School  programs 
again,”  said  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  director 
of  Christian  Education  for  the  conference. 

Harper  got  the  idea  for  the  outreach  ini¬ 
tiative  after  receiving  numerous  calls  from 
churches  and  individuals  throughout  the 
connection  looking  for  significant  ways  for 
children  to  become  involved  in  response. 
“The  silver  lining  behind  the  cloud  of  loss 
and  sadness  is  the  strong  desire  among 
United  Methodists  to  help  each  other.  It  is 
especially  heart  warming  to  see  this  stirring 
in  the  hearts  of  our  young  people.” 

The  “Kids  Helping  Kids-SGL”  outreach 
also  includes  the  donation  and  receipt  of 
church  nursery  supplies.  “We’ll  accept  any¬ 
thing  from  cribs  and  mattresses  to  dispos¬ 
able  diapers  and  nursery  toys,”  he  added. 

Harper’s  hope  is  that  this  ministry  will 
expand  into  serving  residents  of  the  FEMA 
trailer  communities,  which  are  providing 


temporary  housing  to  displaced  persons 
from  both  storms.  “We  hope  ultimately  to 
be  allowed  into  these  sites  to  distribute  new 
clothes,  shoes,  school  supplies  and  toys  for 
children,”  said  Harper. 

Needs  have  been  created  in  many  south 
Louisiana  churches,  even  if  they  were  not 
completely  destroyed.  “Many  Christian 
educators  in  local  churches  have  said  that 
their  budgets  have  been  cut  to  bare  bones, 
which  makes  the  purchase  of  new  Sunday 
School  and  nursery  supplies  very  difficult. 
Those  churches  have  needs  right  now,”  he 
added. 

A  total  of  six  distribution  centers  are 
being  set  up  in  affected  areas  with  the  help 
of  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Donated  supplies  will  be  shipped  directly  to 
the  station  where  items  will  be  unpacked, 
sorted,  repacked  and  delivered  to  churches 
in  need.  Some  supplies  will  be  stored  until 
more  severely  churches  are  reopened.  “We 
plan  to  invite  area  children  to  play  a  role  in 
this  distribution  process.  Hands-on  partici¬ 
pation  in  packing  and  delivering  these 
donated  supplies  will  help  the  children  of 
Louisiana  recognize  that  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  truly  love  and  care  about 
them,"  said  Harper. 

Persons  interested  in  participating  in 
“Kids  Helping  Kids-SGL”  can  contact  the 
individual  centers  listed  on  the  conference 
website  at  www.la-umc.org  to  obtain  infor¬ 
mation  on  where  to  send  supplies.  A  list  of 
suggested  supplies  is  also  available. 
Questions  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  Harper 
at  (225)  346-1646. 


Laity  Sunday  at  Camphor  UMC 


The  lay  leaders  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  held  their  Laity  Sunday  program,  using  the 
theme  "One  in  Spirit,  All  in  Ministry:  In  the  Spirit  of  Discipleship."  Angela  Thomas 
presided  and  Kenneth  Henry  read  the  scriptures.  Music  was  rendered  by  The  Divine 
Inspirations  with  Nonica  Morgan  as  director.  Jarred  Hayes  recognized  the  visitors  and 
the  pastor,  Darlene  A.  Moore,  gave  the  Children's  Talk. 

Jude  Ernestine  Stewart  Gray,  Juvenile  Court  judge  of  Orleans  Parish,  served  as  guest 
speaker. 

Also,  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  recently  implemented  an  eight-week 
curriculum  which  delves  into  the  Bible  story  of  Noah. 

Over  the  course  of  this  curriculum,  children  the  ages  of  3-10  explored  the  concepts  of 
God's  love,  choices  of  faithful  people,  and  the  rainbow  as  God's  covenant  with  Noah. 
Each  class  is  named  for  an  animal  from  the  ark,  such  as  "Tigers,""Lions,"  and 
"Elephants."  Over  the  eight  week  period,  each  group  has  the  opportunity  to  visit  eight 
work  stations,  which  included  art,  computer,  cooking,  games,  music,  science,  storytelling 
and  videos. 


Churches  celebrate  anniversaries 


Asbury  UMC-  Natchitoches 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches  celebrated  its  139th  church 
anniversary  on  Aug.  28, 2005.  The  oldest  Methodist  congregation  in  the  city  host¬ 
ed  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches, 
as  preacher  for  the  occasion.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  combined  choirs  of 
Asbury  UMC  and  by  the  sanctuary  choir  of  First  UMC. 

In  recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  her  church  and  the  Natchitoches  commu¬ 
nity,  Daisy  H.  Jones  was  presented  a  Distinguished  Service  Award. The  award  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Jones  by  Joshua  Hayes  Sr.,  chairperson  of  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  at  Asbury  UMC.  David  Moore  serves  as  lay  leader  and  Rev.  James  A. 
Graham  serves  as  pastor. 


St.  Peter  UMC-  Clinton 


St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church,  Clinton,  celebrated  1 25  years  of  ministry  on 
Oct.  9  in  the  church  sanctuary.  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  brought  the  message  during 
services  held  at  the  historic  church.  Pastor  Cherless  Miller  and  the  congregation 
were  also  honored  to  have  Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent  Larry  Miller 
present.  Pictured  above  are  Mattie  Smith,  lay  leader;  Rev.  Felton  and  Dianne 
Franklin;  Rev.  Cherless  and  Mary  Miller;  Marilyn  and  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert;  Judge 
William  Carmichael;  and  Rev.  Larry  Miller. 
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United  Methodist 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  kicking  off  its 
holiday  advertising  campaign  with  a  giant 
billboard  screen  above  New  York  City’s 
Times  Square. 

“The  Gift,”  a  message  about  sharing 
one’s  gifts  with  others,  reached  an  estimat¬ 
ed  2  million  people  flowing  daily  through 


“After  the  Storm:  Religions  Respond  to 
Nature’s  Fury,”  an  interfaith  religion  spe¬ 
cial  about  religion  and  emergency  assis¬ 
tance  to  natural  tragedies,  will  be  broadcast 
Sunday,  Dec.  1 1  on  the  CBS  Television 
Network. 

In  Louisiana,  the  special  will  air  on  the 
following  dates,  times  and  CBS  affiliate 
stations: 

Dec.  11,  5-5:30  a.m.,  WWL-TV,  New 
Orleans 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 

billboard  'gift'  starts 

Times  Square.  The  30-second  spots  were 
shown  on  the  30-by-40-foot  screen  eight 
times  a  day  for  a  two-week  period,  includ¬ 
ing  during  the  Macy’s  Thanksgiving  Day 
parade. 

“The  holiday  season  is  a  time  when 
many  people  are  feeling  alone  or  are  per¬ 
haps  seeking  some  deeper  meaning  and 


Dec.  11,  10  a.m.,  WAFB-TV,  Baton 
Rouge 

Dec.  17,  12:30  p.m.,  KLFY-TV, 
Lafayette 

The  CBS  affiliate  in  Monroe,  KNOE- 
TV,  plans  to  delay  the  broadcast  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  on  a  date  to  be  announced.  The 
Shreveport  CBS  affiliate,  KSLA-TV,  has 
chosen  not  to  air  the  show  due  to  program¬ 
ming  conflicts. 

“After  the  Storm”  reviews  recent  major 


DECEMBER  9, 2005 

holiday  campaign 

purpose  in  their  lives,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodist  Communications.  “One  of  the 
gifts  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
to  offer  is  the  sureness  of  hope  that  we  are 
neither  abandoned  by  God  or  by  the  faith 
community.  Our  doors  are  open  for  anyone 
See  The  Gift,  page  3 


disasters  and  focuses  on  the  response  of  the 
interfaith  community  to  the  hurricanes  here 
in  the  USA.  It  travels  to  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
where  a  wide  range  of  faith-communities 
are  seen  working  cooperatively  to  relieve 
the  suffering  and  dislocation  of  so  many. 
These  disasters  have  been  called  “Biblical” 
in  scope  and  the  men  and  women  of  vari¬ 
ous  religions  see  it  as  their  mission  to 
respond. 

See  CBS  /  page  7 


Be  the  Hope 


This  billboard,  located  in  Denham  Springs,  is  one  of  several  placed  along  highways  leading  into  areas  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina.  Funding  for  these  billboards  was  provided  by  United  Methodist  Communications.  Igniting  Ministries  television 
spots  are  currently  airing  on  cable  networks  as  part  of  a  national  Advent  campaign.  Photo  by  Sarah  Backstrom 


CBS  to  air  "After  the  Storm"  throughout  state 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Speed  up  or  Slow  down 


I  must  have  a  bright  sign  on  the  front 
of  my  vehicle  that  says,  “Look  at  this  car. 
It  might  be  speeding!”  Surely  there  is 
something  that  makes  me  stand  out  in  the 
crowd  of  cars  that  go  through  any  given 
Louisiana  town  along  Highway  1 90.  I 
am  always  being  passed  on  the  open 
road,  but  when  I  enter  the  city  limits,  or 
at  least  the  “Speed  Zone  Ahead,”  some¬ 
thing  seems  to  shift  attention  to  me  while 
others  continue  on  their  merry  way. 

It  happened  again  just  this  week.  1 
was  on  my  way  to  the  Conference  Center 
(now  known  as  the  Wesley  Center)  for 
the  “Staying  Connected”  pastors  retreat. 

I  entered  one  of  the  small  towns  along 
the  way  and  the  first  thing  I  knew  there 
was  that  friendly  car  with  the  flashing 
blue  lights  right  behind  me.  I  thought, 
“Surely  he  isn’t  following  me,  because  I 
am  observing  the  speed  limit.”  But  sure 
enough  he  was  following  me! 

When  I  pulled  over  to  the  side  of  the 
road,  the  officer  came  to  my  window  and 
said,  “If  you  are  wondering  why  I 
stopped  you,  it  is  because  you  were 
doing  64  in  a  45  mph  zone.”  My  imme¬ 
diate  reply  was,  “I  contest  that,  because  I 
couldn't  have  been  going  that  fast.  I 
slowed  down  upon  entering  the  town.” 
“Sir,”  he  said  boldly,  “I  clocked  you  at 
64!”  Resigned  I  said,  “OK.”  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  I  wasn’t  going  that  fast! 

One  of  my  friends  pointed  out  to  me 
that  the  speed  limit  in  this  particular  berg 
drops  from  65  to  45  immediately.  There 
is  no  gradual  slowdown.  The  officer 
must  have  been  sitting  with  his  radar  gun 
pointed  at  the  first  speed  sign  and  clock¬ 
ing  all  cars  coming  from  the  65  mph 
zone  into  the  45  mph  zone.  “So  that  is 
how  it  is  accomplished,”  I  thought. 
“Clever,  these  southern  Louisiana 
towns!”  This  particular  community 
should  have  a  full  coffer  for  this  week, 
because  as  I  pulled  away  there  were  two 
more  vehicles  stopped  by  another  local 
police  officer  and  I’m  sure  my  own  uni¬ 
formed  friend  was  off  on  another  con¬ 
quest. 

As  I  was  thinking  about  my  bad  luck 
and  my  driving  record,  I  began  wonder¬ 
ing  how  many  people  get  ticketed  for 
going  too  slowly  on  any  highway.  You 
know  those  roads  that  say,  “Minimum 
Speed,  45  mph”  or  something  similar. 
How  many  times  do  you  think  drivers 
are  pulled  over  for  going  44  in  a  65  mph 
zone?  It  is  something  to  ponder! 

It  seems  that  in  the  church  we  should 
have  just  the  opposite  concern  from  the 
traffic  police  on  our  state  highways  and 
city  streets.  We  should  encourage  our 
churches  to  speed  beyond  the  limits.  Do 
you  think  we  should  send  out  the 
“church  membership”  police  because  a 
church  is  taking  in  too  many  members 
too  quickly?  Or  should  we  call  out  the 
rules  trolls  when  a  church  is  so  creative 
that  it  is  outstripping  every  other  church 
in  town  with  children’s  ministries,  youth 
forums,  single’s  programs,  outings  for 
the  seniors,  and  a  packed  house  on 
Sunday  morning  to  hear  the  latest  theo¬ 
logical  insights  into  age  old  problems? 

We  don’t  want  many  “citations”  issued 
for  moving  quickly  in  the  spreading  of 
the  gospel. 

On  die  other  hand,  maybe  we  should 


issue  a  few  fines  for 
moving  too  slowly! 
When  we  are  going 
at  a  1950’s  speed  in 
a  2005  world, 
wouldn’t  it  be 
appropriate  to  say, 
“Sir,  I  clocked  you 
at  your  grandfather’s 
pace  in  a  hip-hop 
zone.”  When  we  try 
and  apply  old 
answers  to  new 
problems,  wouldn’t 
it  be  proper  for  a  church  constable  to 
flash  on  her  lights  and  say,  “You  are 
moving  a  little  too  slowly  to  deal  with 
this  effectively.  You  need  to  ‘get  up  to 
speed.’”  I  suspect  we  could  fill  our 
church  coffers  with  ample  income  if  we 
stopped  every  congregation  that  was 
moving  a  little  too  slowly  in  a  fast  mov¬ 
ing  world  and  fined  them  accordingly. 
What  do  you  think? 

Here  it  is  Advent.  We  have  entered 
into  this  blessed  season  of  the  church 
year  with  two  hurricanes  under  our  belt 
and  a  slug  of  “compassion  fatigue”  and 
“debris  fatigue”  and  “agency  fatigue” 
and  all  other  “fatigues”  heavy  on  our 
hands.  The  rebuilding  efforts  are  moving 
more  slowly  than  we  have  ever  experi¬ 
enced  and  SLOW  seems  to  be  the  watch¬ 
word.  “Get  thee  up  unto  a  high  moun¬ 
tain.  But  do  it  s-l-o-w-l-y!”  seems  to  be 
the  mantra.  Oh,  maybe  we  need  the  the¬ 
ological  sheriff  to  ride  into  the  sanctuar¬ 
ies  of  our  churches  and  say,  “I’ve 
clocked  you  at  a  snail’s  enthusiasm,  and 
that  is  just  too  slow!  Speed  this  up  and 
get  with  the  joy  of  the  season  and  the 
wonderful  reflection  that  brings  you  into 
the  vibrant  presence  of  the  living  God. 
For  a  virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a 
son,  and  you  shall  call  his  name 
Emanuel,  God  with  us!” 

It’s  time  to  run  to  our  churches  and  to 
the  people  of  our  ravaged  communities 
with  the  joyful  good  news  that  Jesus  is 
on  the  way  and  this  “ain’t  no  time  to 
plod.”  Now’s  the  time  to  strike  up  the 
band,  shake  a  leg,  hurry  up,  and  not  let 
any  grass  grow  under  our  feet.  We’ve 
got  a  story  to  tell  and  NOW  IS  THE 
TIME  TO  TELL  IT.  Don’t  wander  slow¬ 
ly  through  this  season!  Get  out  there  and 
run  the  race  with  perseverance.  Now  is 
the  day!  Now  is  the  time!  And  the  God 
police  are  not  going  to  get  you  for  enthu¬ 
siasm.  They  won’t  fine  you  for  a  joy  and 
excitement  that  befits  the  body  of  Christ! 
Let’s  do  a  little  speeding  through  our 
communities  with  the  urgency  of  the 
story  and  let  the  world  know  that  our 
God,  who  authored  and  created  the  speed 
of  Light  goes  in  front  of  it  with  ultimate 
speed,  but  will  STOP  on  a  dime  to  enter 
into  every  heart,  one  by  one,  until  all  the 
world  knows  our  God  as  personal  savior 
and  Lord  of  all.  That  Holy  Stopping 
seems  to  be  one  of  the  few  excuses  I 
know  for  SLOW! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fen 


Bishop  William  W. 


Hutchinson 


Riding  for  missions 


Bethel  UMC  -  Logansport 

Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Logansport  recently  held  a  youth  rodeo  to  raise 
money  for  Hurricane  Relief  and  other  missions.  Over  $2,000  was  raised  through  the 
event.  A  local  church  has  a  horse  ministry  which  performed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
rodeo.  The  Sondance  Riders  and  American  Angels  performed  that  day  in  front  of  a 
large  crowd  of  spectators,  telling  the  story  of  Jesus  and  how  He  will  come  again. 
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Status  of  New  Orleans  District  Churches 


8:15;  9:30,  11 :00am  -  SS:  9:30am 
10:15am  -  SS:  9:00am 
9:00am  -  SS:  8:15am 
10:00am -SS:  9:00am; 


Aldersgate,  Slidell  WS: 

Algiers,  New  Orleans  WS: 

Asbury,  New  Orleans  WS: 

Aurora,  New  Orleans  WS: 

Belle  Chase  WS:  11:00am  -  SS:  9:00am 

Bethany,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Boynton,  Gretna  WS:  1100am  — SS:  10:00am 

Brooks,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Bush  WS:  10:00am  -  SS:  9:00am 

Carrollton,  New  OrleansWS:  1 1 :00am  (combined  w/Parker  UMC) 

Centenary,  Franklinton  WS:  10:30am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Mandeville  WS:  10:45am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Cornerstone,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Covenant,  Chalmette  Closed 

Covington,  (First)  WS:  10:30am  -  SS:  9:00am 

El  Mesias,  Kenner  WS:  11 :30am -SS:  10:30am 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  Bogalusa  WS:  10:00am;  6:00pm  -  SS:  9:00am 
Felicity,  New  Orleans  Closed 

First  Street,  New  Orleans  WS:  1 1 :00am  -  SS:  9:00am 

Fisher,  Franklinton  WS:  8:30am  —  SS:  9:30am 

Fitzgerald,  Covington  WS:  9:00am  —  SS:  10:30am 

Golden  Meadow  WS:  11:00am;  6:00pm  —  SS:  9:00am 

Grace,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Grand  Isle  WS:  8:30am  -  SS:  1 0:00am 

Gretna  WS:  9:00am;  11 :00am -SS:  10:00am 

Harry’s  Chapel,  Bogalusa  WS:  8:00am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Hartzell,  New  Orleans  WS:  11:00am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Hartzell-Mount  Zion,  Slidell  WS:  8:00am;  1 1:00am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Haven  Trinity,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Hayes  Chapel,  Franklinton  WS:  1  st&3rd  —  1 1 :00am;  2d&4th  —  8:00am 

Jefferson,  New  Orleans  WS:  10:30am 

John  Wesley,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Kenner,  First  WS:  1 1 :00am  -  SS:  9:45am 

Korean,  New  Orleans  WS:  1:00pm  — SS:  1:00pm 

Lacombe  WS:  10:30am  -  SS:  9:30am 

LaHarpe,  New  Orleans  WS:  9:00am  at  Thompson  UMC 

Lake  Vista,  New  Orleans  Closed 

LaPlace,  First  WS:  Sat  6pm;  Sun  10:30am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Live  Oak,  Angie  WS:  8:00am  ( 1  st  Sunday  only) 

Luling  WS:  10:30am  -  SS:  9:30am 

Mary’s  Chapel,  Vamado  WS:  1 1 :00am  (3rd  Sunday  only) 

Metairie  WS:  11:00am  — SS:  10:00am 

Mount  Zion,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Munholland,Metairie  WS:  8:30am;  11:00am  —  SS:  9:30am 

Napoleon  Avenue,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Newell,  Mandeville  WS:  8:00am  -  SS:  9:30am 

New  Orleans,  First  Closed 

Ninde  Chapel,  LaPlace  WS:  11:00am  -  SS:  9:45am 

North  Cross,  Madisonville  WS:  10:00am 

Parker  Memorial,  New  Orleans  WS:  1 1 :00am  (combined  w/Carrollton) 

Pearl  River  WS:  10:00am  -  SS:  9:00am 

Peck,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Peoples,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Philips  Memorial,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans  WS:  8:45am- SS:  11:00am 

Ross,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Shaw  Temple  Closed 

Slidell,  First  WS:  4:00pm  at  Aldersgate  UMC 

St.  James,  Hahnville  WS:  8:00am 

St.  Charles,  Destrehan  WS:  8:30am;  11 :00am  -  SS:  9:45am 

St.  Luke’s,  New  OrleansWS:  1 1 :00am;  SS:  9:45am 

St.  Mark’s,  New  Orleans  Closed 

St.  Matthew,  Algiers  WS:  1 1 :00am  -  SS:  9:30am 

St.  Matthew’s,  Metairie  WS:  11:00am  — SS:  9:30am 

St.  Paul’s,  Harahan  WS:  10:00am  -  SS:  9:00am 

St.  Philip,  New  Orleans  Closed 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  WS:  8:30am;9:30am;l  1 :00am  -SS  9:45a 

Sun  WS:  10:00am 

Thirkield,  Bogalusa  WS:  11:00am 

Thomas,  Kenner  WS:  9:00am;  SS:  10:30am 

Thompson,  New  Orleans  WS:  9:00am  (combined  w/LaHarpe  UMC) 

Trinity,  Buras  Old  Gretna  UMC  location:  6:00pm 

Trinity  of  Gentilly  Closed 

Vamado  WS:  11 :00am 

Waldheim  WS:  1 1 :00am  -  SS:  9:45am 

Wesley,  Historic  Closed 

Wesley  Ray,  Angie  2nd/4th  Sun;  1 1 :00am 

Williams,  New  Orleans  Closed 

Winan,  Franklinton  WS:  11:00am  -  SS:  9:30am 


Television  ads  are  being  featured  in  a  three  week  national  cable  buy  as  part  of  the 
Igniting  Ministry  advertising  campaign  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Gift  /  from  page  1 

who  is  seeking  a  deeper  understanding  of 
their  place  in  the  world  to  come  and  partic¬ 
ipate  in  that  search  in  relationship  with  oth¬ 
ers.” 

In  addition  to  advertising  on  one  of  the 
world’s  most  famous  outdoor  video  screens 
this  holiday  season,  the  denomination  will 
air  two  television  commercials  on  1 8  cable 
networks  Dec.  5  through  Christmas  Eve. 
The  second  spot,  titled,  “I  Believe,”  is 
about  how  the  church  embraces  diversity. 

This  year’s  $1.8  Christmas  season  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  the  longest,  most  in-depth 
ever,  according  to  Stephen  Drachler,  direc¬ 
tor  of  public  information  at  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  ads  are  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  media  campaign, 
“Open  hearts.  Open  doors.  Open  minds. 
The  People  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church”  Now  in  its  fifth  year,  the  cam¬ 
paign  uses  television,  radio,  movie  theaters. 


outdoor  advertising,  and  direct  mail  to 
share  messages  of  love  and  hope  with  peo¬ 
ple  seeking  a  spiritual  home.  The  goal  is  to 
invite  people,  particularly  those  between  25 
and  54  years  old,  to  enter  into  connection 
with  the  Christian  community  as  they  seek 
meaning  and  purpose  in  their  lives. 

United  Methodist  Communications, 
based  in  Nashville,  launched  the  effort  in 
200 1  to  raise  awareness  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  through  a  series  of  national  cable  tele¬ 
vision  commercials.  The  campaign  also 
includes  radio  spots  and  non-broadcast  ads, 
matching  grants,  training  resources  and  a 
Web  presence.  The  2004  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body,  approved  another  $25  million  for  the 
program  and  renewed  it  for  four  more 
years. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  near¬ 
ly  1 1  million  members  in  the  United  States, 
Africa,  Asia  and  Europe. 


Notification  of  Retirement 

Paragraph  359  of  the  2004  Book  of  Discipline  states  that  "requests  for 
retirement  shall  be  stated  in  writing  to  the  bishop,  cabinet,  and  board  of 
ordained  ministry  at  least  one  hundred  twenty  days  prior  to  the  date  on 
which  retirement  is  to  be  effective."  If  you  plan  to  retire  at  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  Annual  Conference,  notification  should  be  received  by  those  listed 
above  by  February  1,  2005.  The  processing  of  a  clergy's  retirement  may 
be  delayed  if  this  time  frame  is  not  met. 
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THE  KATRINA  #818-001 

CHURCH  RECOVERY  APPEAL 


Katrina  is  not  over.  Please  join  the  efforts  to 
restore  our  congregations,  parsonages  and 
mission  facilities. 

We  mourn  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  their 
great  losses  while  we  embrace  this  opportunity 
for  United  Methodists  to  show  commitment  to  our 
faith  and  to  one  another.  Together  we  can  restore 
mission  and  ministry  while  moving  into  a  strong 
future.  Please  open  your  hearts  and  your  wallets 
to  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  (#818- 
001).  All  money  you  give  will  help  to: 

•  Restore  hurricane-damaged  United  Methodist 
facilities. 

•  Pay  salaries  for  clergy  while  their  congregations 
cannot  do  so  or  until  pastors  can  be  reappointed 
or  relocated  to  another  church. 

•  Establish  new  congregations  or  consolidate 
existing  ones  in  storm-ravaged  areas. 

•  Provide  worship  necessities— Bibles,  hymnals, 
robes  and  so  forth —  to  churches  in  need. 

Gifts  may  be  sent  in  two  ways: 

•  Individual  contributions — Donate  directly 
online  by  accessing  the  Web  site  at  www. 
umc.org/churchrecovery. 

•  Local  church  offerings — Send  to 
conference  treasurer.  In  the  memo  portion 
of  the  check,  write  Bishops’  Appeal, 
#818-001. 
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Open  hearts.  Open  minds  Open  doors 

The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church' 


Aldersgate  UMC  -  Slidell  feeds  5,000  for  Thanksgiving 


Gary  and  Kim  Hawkins,  along  with 
their  children  Parker  and  Kim,  didn’t  spend 
Thanksgiving  Day  around  a  family  table 
filled  with  turkey  and  traditional  foods. 

The  Hawkins,  members  of  a  Volunteers 
in  Mission  team  from  Belmont  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tennessee,  greeted  a 
stream  of  guests  on  Nov.  24  as  they  arrived 
at  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell,  La.  for  a 
complimentary  holiday  meal. 

Event  coordinators  estimated  that  close 
to  5,000  people  were  served  at  the  dinner, 
which  has  been  an  annual  community 
event  for  nine  years. 

Tim  Dunn,  a  member  of  Aldersgate 
UMC,  said  the  meal  took  on  added  impor¬ 
tance  this  year  with  the  influx  of  displaced 
New  Orleans  natives  to  Slidell.  “There  are 
quite  a  few  more  folks  here.  Also,  remain¬ 
ing  power  outages  and  home  kitchens  dam¬ 
aged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  have  made  meal 
preparation  difficult,”  said  Dunn. 

Volunteers,  like  the  Hawkins  family, 
served  and  delivered  food  to  those  wanting 
a  hot  meal,  with  some  helpers  knocking  on 
doors  in  the  areas  of  Slidell  most  severely 
affected  by  the  storm  that  struck 
Louisiana’s  coast  on  Aug.  29.  Traveling  to 
Slidell  to  offer  aid  has  been  a  special  expe¬ 
rience  for  Gary  and  Kim  Hawkins.  “We 
were  married  at  Aldersgate  UMC.  This 
place  is  special  to  us,”  said  Gary. 

Perhaps  a  more  important  reason  for  the 
Hawkins  to  travel  to  Slidell  was  to  offer 
support  to  Kim’s  father,  Larry  Hartley. 
Hartley  had  seven  feet  of  flood  water  in  his 
home  due  to  the  storm.  “Basically,  my  dad 
has  lost  everything,”  said  Kim,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes. 


Hartley,  who  is  currently  living  in  a 
recreational  vehicle  on  his  property,  has 
decided  not  the  rebuild.  “My  parents  are 
some  of  the  lucky  ones.  They  are  retired, 
and  have  the  flexibility  to  move  wherever 
they  choose  to,”  said  Hawkins. 

The  Tennessee  family  joined  scores  of 
other  volunteers  later  in  the  afternoon 
clearing  debris  out  of  a  seniors’  housing 
development.  The  teams  have  been  sent  out 
to  different  work  assignments  with  the 
assistance  of  volunteer  coordinators  at  the 
Slidell  United  Methodist  Relief/Recovery 
Station,  which  is  located  at  Aldersgate 
UMC.  The  Slidell  station  is  one  of  six  sta¬ 
tions  that  are  fully  operating  throughout  the 
areas  of  Louisiana  most  deeply  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  The  stations 
have  been  established  with  the  financial 
support  and  guidance  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Inside  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Lurlene  and  Cornelius  Breaux  were 
among  the  dozens  of  volunteers  fixing 
plates  of  turkey,  mashed  potatoes  and 
pumpkin  pie  as  the  holiday  meal  continued 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.  “My  husband  and  I 
are  now  living  in  Marietta,  Ga.,”  said  the 
former  member  of  Grace  Memorial  UMC 
in  Slidell.  “We  were  displaced  by  Katrina, 
and  will  probably  remain  in  Marietta 
because  Cornelius  is  an  employee  of  the 
railroad.  There  are  no  jobs  here,  now.” 

Despite  their  difficult  circumstances,  the 
Breaux’s  felt  compelled  to  travel  back  to 
Slidell  to  serve  at  the  traditional  holiday 
dinner.  “It  feels  good  to  be  back  here  doing 
something  for  those  who  are  still  strug¬ 
gling,”  said  Lurlene. 


Tim  Dunn,  member  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell  and  coordinator  of  the  church's  annual 
Thanksgiving  community  dinner,  visits  with  volunteers  Lurlene  and  Cornelius  Breaux , 
now  living  in  Marietta,  Ga.  Left,  members  of  Reynolds  UMC  in  Ohio  use  church  computers 
to  route  volunteers  delivering  holiday  dinners  to  those  who  could  not  eat  at  the  church. 
The  group  was  in  Slidell  providing  work  teams  to  repair  storm  damaged  homes.  Above, 
Brittany  Kastner  watches  Kristen  Paquette  prepare  potatoes.  Photos  by  Steve  Backstrom 
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Students  from  Virginia  Tech  spent  Thanksgiving  week  in  Metairie  and  New  Orleans 
helping  with  debris  removal  and  gutting  homes  flooded  by  Hurricane  Katrina. The 
group  spent  Thanksgiving  morning  removing  furniture  and  debris  from  the  home  of  90- 
year-old  Mildred  Bennett,  who  is  displaced  and  living  in  Ennis, Tex.  The  house,  located 
on  Dauphine  Street  in  Holy  Cross  neighborhood  in  New  Orleans,  is  being  restored  as  a 
joint  project  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  and  Preservation  Resource 
Center  of  New  Orleans. The  group  from  Virginia  Tech  is  only  one  of  many  sent  to  storm 
affected  areas  by  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm  Center  in  Baton  Rouge,  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  storm  relief/recovery  stations  throughout  the  New  Orleans  and  Lake  Charles 
areas.  Photos  by  Steve  Backstrom 


Storm  Center  links  workers;  work  sites 


More  than  50  Virginia  Tech  students 
spent  Thanksgiving  morning  assisting  in 
the  rehabilitation  of  an  historic  home  dam¬ 
aged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  New 
Orleans’  Holy  Cross  neighborhood.  The 
students  were  part  of  a  work  team  facilitat¬ 
ed  by  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Center,  located  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  home,  part  of  a  joint  project 
between  the  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation  and  Preservation  Resource 
Center  of  New  Orleans  (PRC),  is  being 
rehabilitated  using  technical  assistance  and 
expertise  from  the  National  Trust  and  the 
PRC.  The  work  team  took  part  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  rehabilitation  by  assisting  with 
clean-up  and  mold  remediation. 

The  house,  located  at  52 1 8  Dauphine 
Street,  is  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mildred 
Bennett,  who  is  currently  evacuated  to 
Ennis,  Texas,  but  longs  to  return  to  the 
home  where  she  was  bom  90  years  ago. 
Bennett’s  home  was  built  in  1890  for  her 
great  grandmother,  Rose,  as  a  wedding 
present  from  her  father,  a  plantation  owner 
in  Poydras,  Louisiana.  Rose’s  mother  - 
Mrs.  Bennett’s  great,  great  grandmother  - 
was  a  slave  on  that  plantation. 


Like  many  historic  New  Orleans  homes, 
the  Bennett  house  endured  about  five  feet 
of  floodwater.  The  structure,  however,  is 
sound;  and  inspection  by  Preservation 
Resource  Center  and  National  Trust  advi¬ 
sors  revealed  that  beyond  the  layers  of 
damaged  building  materials  are  original 
pine  floors  and  wooden  walls  and  ceilings, 
historic  wood  panel  doors,  baseboards, 
trim,  hardware,  and  exterior  wood  siding. 

The  team,  which  completed  clean  up  on 
12  houses  during  Thanksgiving  week,  was 
housed  and  fed  through  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church.  “Our  group  is  tired,  but 
we’re  glad  that  we’ve  been  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  as  much  as  we  did,”  said  Emily 
Jones,  a  student  at  Virginia  Tech. 

Sandy  Wirt,  who  accompanied  the 
group,  is  the  director  for  the  YMCA  stu¬ 
dent  service  group,  which  served  as  the 
base  for  the  team.  “We  also  had  a  number 
of  the  Marching  Virginians,  Virginia  Tech’s 
band,”  said  Wirt. 

The  National  Trust  and  Preservation 
Resource  Center  of  New  Orleans  demon¬ 
stration  house  project  helps  illustrate  that 
preservation  is  a  viable  option  for  many 
flooded  homes.  To  read  more  about  this 


project,  visit  www.nationaltrust.org/hurri- 
cane/index.html.  The  National  Tmst  plans 
to  highlight  additional  demonstration 
homes  as  restoration  work  gets  underway. 

Preservation  Resource  Center  of  New 
Orleans  is  a  private,  nonprofit  membership 
organization  dedicated  to  preserving, 
restoring,  and  revitalizing  New  Orleans’ 
historic  neighborhoods  and  architecture 
since  1974.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.prcno.org. 

Clerywomen's  Consultation  Set 

The  2006  International  Clergywomen’s 
Consultation  will  be  held  at  the  Hyatt  . 
Regency  McCormick  Place  in  Chicago  in 
August  2006.  A  brochure  promoting  the 
event  has  been  mailed  to  over  1 2,000  cler- 
gywomen.  Organizers  are  now  in  the 
process  of  registering  as  many  as  1,500 
clergywomen  and  other  participants  for 
this  historic  celebration  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  full  clergy  rights  for  women 
in  the  Methodist  tradition. 

The  website  address  for  registration  is 
www.gbhem.org/clergywomen/consulta- 
tion2006.  All  those  who  plan  to  attend  are 
encouraged  to  register  early  to  secure  their 
accommodations. 


Attention:  Clergy  Spouses 
Save  the  date! 

“ Story  Lines  and  Vines  ” 
Annual  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 
March  10-11,2006 
at  the  Wesley  Center 
(formerly  The  Conference  Center) 

Hosted  by  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Clergy  Spouses 

Contact  Person:  Maribeth  Sherman, 
(337)  855-2268 


Peace  with  Justice  Grants  Due  Feb.  6 

One  half  of  the  Peace  With  Justice 
offering  received  by  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  Louisiana 
is  retained  for  ministries  and  projects 
in  Louisiana.  These  funds  are  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  La.  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Grant  application  forms  may  be 
received  from:  Rev.  James  Graham, 

P.  O.  Box  246,  Nachitoches,  LA 
71458. 

Completed  application  forms 
should  be  sent  to  Rev.  Graham  by  Feb. 
6,  2006. 
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First  UMC  - 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Iberia  immediately  saw  tremendous  needs 
arise  in  the  community  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  devastated  New  Orleans.  “So  many 
people  from  the  Big  Easy  had  been  relocat¬ 
ed  to  New  Iberia,”  said  Rev.  Scott  Bullock, 
pastor. 

No  sooner  than  Katrina  ripped  through 
New  Orleans,  volunteers  gathered  to  build 
bunk  beds  to  be  used  in  First  UMC’s 
Ministry  Center  to  provide  housing  for 
medical  and  work  teams  serving  in  New 
Iberia  and  Lafayette.  In  24  hours,  the  beds 
were  completed,  mattresses  and  bedding 
appeared,  and  the  Ministry  Center  was 
transformed  into  a  comfortable  dormitory 
capable  of  housing  up  to  36  people. 

The  dormitory  has  been  filled  with  peo¬ 
ple  from  all  over  the  country  ever  since. 
First  UMC’s  Ministry  Center  has  housed 
FEMA  First  Response  teams  and  numerous 
church  and  college  groups,  flooding 
Acadiana  with  “Christian  assistance.” 

That  assistance  took  on  a  more  critical 
importance  to  the  area  after  Hurricane  Rita 
worked  her  devastation  in  the  low-lying 
areas  of  the  state’s  coastline,  destroying 
homes  and  livelihoods  in  areas  south  and 
west  of  New  Iberia. 

The  church  rose  to  the  occasion  and  the 
position  of  Community  Outreach 
Coordinator  has  been  established  and  filled 
by  Jim  Wyche,  who  is  pursuing  the  min¬ 
istry  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

First  UMC  has  offered  help  to  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  several  small  communities  that 
were  devastated  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

“Less  than  40  of  the  900  homes  in 
Delcambre  escaped  Rita’s  storm  surge 
waters.  The  majority  of  the  homes  in 
Lydia,  Rynella  and  Bayou  Jack  were 
severely  damaged,”  said  Wyche,  who 


New  Iberia  active  in  hurricane  relief 


explained  that  the  main  focus  of  First 
UMC’s  ministry  has  been  to  assist  the  eld¬ 
erly  who  have  no  family  close  by  to  help 
them. 

One  “hurricane  heroine”  helped  by  First 
UMC  was  octogenarian  Jeanne  LeBlanc. 
Until  a  month  prior  to  Hurricane  Rita, 
LeBlanc  was  still  working  full  time  as  a 
ship-to-shore  operator  when  a  broken  hip 
forced  her  retirement.  “Miss”  Jeanne’s 
family,  scattered  across  the  country,  was 
unable  to  physically  help  restore  her  home 
on  Canal  Street  in  Delcambre.  Two  work 
teams  from  First  UMC  visited  her  home  to 
clean  the  property  and  replace  her  sodden 
flooring  with  brand  new  sub-flooring  and 
linoleum.  LeBlanc ’s  appreciation  was  tear¬ 
fully  expressed  through  these  words:  “I 
couldn't  have  moved  back  into  my  little 
home  without  your  help.  Friends  like  you 
are  better  than  money!” 

A  volunteer  force  of  over  50  persons 
routinely  form  work  teams  to  remove  fur¬ 
niture,  strip  moldy  insulation,  and  clean 
muddy  floors  in  homes  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Rita.  “I  could  not  ask  for  more 
willing  workers.  It  is  absolutely  unbeliev¬ 
able  what  we  have  accomplished  in  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  short  months,”  said  Wyche.  “It  is  not 
so  amazing  what  God  has  done,  either. 
People  may  see  us  out  there  working,  and 
it  is  God's  Spirit  that  leads  us  to  get  the  job 
done  and  to  think  big!  The  Holy  Spirit  has 
provided  wonderful  gifts  in  the  form  of 
volunteers,  many  local  and  some  from  all 
over  the  country,  their  time  and  talent  and 
many  financial  gifts  have  also  come  in 
from  all  over  the  United  States.” 

First  UMC  is  working  closely  with  a 
new  task  force  called  Rebuilding  Iberia, 
which  includes  The  United  Way,  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  Southern  Mutual  Help 


Association,  the  City  of  New  Iberia  and  the 
Parish  of  Iberia’s  governmental  structures. 

Inspiring  stories  abound  when  people 
work  together  to  help  others.  One  day,  the 
telephone  rang  on  Wyche’s  desk  at  the 
church.  A  10-year-old  from  Kansas  City, 
Missouri  named  Paul  Derks  was  calling  to 
tell  Wyche  that  he  had  spearheaded  an 
effort  to  collect  2,652  library  books  appro¬ 
priate  for  grades  1-6.  First  UMC  recently 
hosted  Paul  and  his  family  as  the  City  oft 
New  Iberia  and  the  School  Board  of  Iberia 
Parish  accepted  some  the  collected  books. 
Derks  was  given  a  key  to  the  city,  made  an 
Admiral  of  the  Teche  by  Mayor  Hilda 
Curry  and  given  a  certificate  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  a  standing  ovation  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  First  UMC. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Iberia,  in  partnership  with  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference’s  Storm  Relief  Center 
and  the  Acadiana  District,  has  an  eye  to  the 


future  with  storm  relief  efforts.  Rev. 
Bullock  said,  “The  combined  effects  of 
both  hurricanes  were  literally  disastrous  to 
South  Louisiana.  However,  as  God  brings 
good  out  of  every  tragedy,  so  God’s  people 
have  been  given  unprecedented  opportunity 
to  re-live  Christ’s  ministry  to  the  needy. 

By  God’s  grace  we  intend  to  seize  that 
opportunity  to  its  fullest.” 

“There  is  no  end  in  sight  for  this  formi¬ 
dable  team.  Together  we  will  help  to 
rebuild  Iberia  and  Acadiana,  and  with  the 
prayers  and  donations  of  many  faithful 
people,  a  shiny  new  South  Louisiana  will 
rise  from  the  mud  left  behind  by  Hurricane 
Rita.  People  relocating  here  from  New 
Orleans  will  be  proud  to  call  New  Iberia 
home.  The  spirit  of  South  Louisiana  peo¬ 
ple  just  doesn’t  roll  over  and  play  dead  in 
the  face  of  a  devastating  storm.  With 
God’s  help  we  just  pick  ourselves  up  and 
start  over,”  Wyche  adds. 


Clockwise  from  left,  members  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia 
work  to  clean  and  restore  Briggs  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  worker  sets  out 
items  to  dry  on  the  front  lawn  of  a  flood¬ 
ed  home."Hurricane  heroine"  octagenari- 
an  Jeanne  LeBlanc  stands  at  the  door  of 
the  home  that  members  restored  for  her 
after  Hurricane  Rita  hit  the  coastal  region 
of  Louisiana.  Photos  by  Jim  Wyche 
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Storm  Station  contact  update 

Slidell  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(985)  781-7990  office;  (985)  645-9074  fax;  umcorslidell@bellsouth.net 
Aldersgate  UMC 

360  Roberts  Blvd.,  Slidell,  LA  70458 

Jim  Bailey,  Director  337-3 1 9-0604  cell 

Pat  McQueen,  Administrative  Assistant 

William  Theile,  Case  Management  Director  337-319-0876  cell 

Phyllis  Mitchell,  Construction  Coordinator 

West  Bank  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(504)  394-5483  office;  (504)  433-5004  fax;  westbankstation@bellsouth.net 
Aurora  UMC 

3300  Eton  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70131 

Jake  McGlothin,  Director  337-319-0546  cell 

Kathy  Powers,  Volunteer  Coordinator 

Lake  Charles  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(337)  480-9911  office;  (337)  480-9944;  lakecharlesstation@bellsouth.net 
University  UMC 

50 1  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 

Brandi  Russell,  Director  337-319-0928  cell 

Candace  Smythe,  Adminstrative  Assistant 
Eunice  Chigumira  Case  Manager  337-31 9-0973  cell 

Henry  Belsha,  Construction  Coordinator  337-319-0990  cell 

Abbeville  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(337)  898-1022  office;  (337)  898-1140  fax;  abbevillestation@bellsouthl.net 
Abbeville  UMC 

213  N.  State  St.,  Abbeville,  LA  70510 

Rebecca  Rutherford,  Director  337-319-0855  cell 

Ginny  Alexander,  Administrative  Assistant 

Deborah  Vining,  Case  Management  Director  337-3 1 9-0739  cell 

Elbert  Dawson,  Construction  Director  337-319-0885  cell 

East  Bank  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(504)  888-7747  office;  (504)  888-7754  fax;  eastbankstation@bellsouth.net 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC 

60 1 7  Camphor  St.,  Metairie,  LA  70003 

Darrell  Guillory,  Director 
Leslie  Williams,  Admin.  Asst. 

Uptown  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station 

(504)  895-2922,  office;  uptownstation@bellsouth.net 
First  Street  UMC 

2309  Dryades  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA 

Melisa  Erickson,  Co-Director 
Shaun  Darnell,  Admin.  Asst. 

Leola  Sumter,  Cse  Manager 
Roger  Brunell,  Constr.  Coordinator 


Full  time  staff  opening 
First  United  Methodist  Church  -  Bossier  City,  La. 

Work  with  volunteers  in  this  1100  member  church  to  plan  and 
implement  a  Christ  centered  ministry  with  children  and  their  families. 

Send  resume  and  inquiries  to  Rev.  David  Dietzel,  201  John  Wesley 
Blvd.,  Bossier  City  LA  71112  or  fax  318-746-1819  or  email 
ddietzel@bossierfumc.org. 

Salary  in  mid  20’s,  commensurate  to  qualifications  and  experience, 
plus  benefits. 


Storm  debris  is  piled  in  front  of  an  entrance  to  Dillard  University  following  Hurricane 
Katrina.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  Dubose. 

Dillard  faces  layoffs;  seeks  funding 


Two  hundred  and  two  faculty  and  staff 
members  at  United  Methodist-related 
Dillard  University  were  to  receive  their 
final  paychecks  Nov.  15.  The  reduction  in 
the  work  force  by  the  historically-black 
college  comes  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina,  which  caused  nearly 
$400  million  in  damages  on  the  campus. 

Dillard  University  officials  reluctantly 
announced  Nov.  1  that  a  60  percent  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  employees  would  be 
necessary. 

“Our  university  was  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Katrina,”  said  Dillard  President 
Marvalene  Hughes  in  a  Nov.  1  media 
release.  “Dillard  University  has  done 
everything  possible  to  keep  all  faculty  and 
staff  on  its  payroll. 

The  school  will  retain  all  of  its  43 
tenured  faculty  and  99  staff  members,  said 
Maureen  Larkins,  director  of  university 
communications.  Laid-off  employees  will 
retain  their  medical  benefits  through  the 
end  of  2005. 

The  layoffs  are  the  first  such  action 
taken  by  Dillard,  Hughes  said.  “At  this 
time,  it  is  unclear  whether  the  reduction  in 
force  will  be  temporary  or  permanent..  It  is 
hoped  that  displaced  employees  may  be  re- 
emplyed  in  the  future.” 

For  months,  the  school’s  officials 


worked  in  Washington  and  Atlanta,  and 
more  than  1,500  students  have  enrolled  in 
other  historically  black  institutions  while 
retaining  academic  credit  from  Dillard. 

The  reduction  of  the  work  force  was  “an 
extremely  difficult  decision,”  Hughes  said. 

The  university  is  not  using  its  135-year- 
old  New  Orleans  campus  at  this  time, 
according  to  Larkins.  All  20  buildings  on 
campus  sustained  damage  from  water  and 
winds,  and  three  residential  buildings 
burned.  Restoration  efforts  have  cleared  the 
campus  of  water,  mold,  mildew  and  debris. 

Dillard  signed  a  memorandum  of  under¬ 
standing  with  Tulane  University  to  obtain 
temporary  facilities  while  the  campus 
undergoes  extensive  repairs.  Classes  will 
begin  in  January  at  satellite  sites  of  Tulane 
across  New  Orleans. 

The  university  is  on  a  mission  to  return 
to  being  a  “superior  learning  institution,” 
she  said.  “Efforts  to  identify  and  secure 
federal  and  private  support  necessary  for 
the  future  of  Dillard  University  continue.” 

Donations  for  Dillard’s  recovery  can  be 
made  at  www.gbhem.org/hurricanere- 
sponse.html  or  sent  to  the  Dillard 
Hurricane  Relief  Fund,  c/o  The  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203- 
0007 


The  special  profiles  Rev.  Darryl  Tate 
and  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  both  displaced 
from  their  New  Orleans  churches  by 
Hurricane  Katrina,  who  are  leading  the 
efforts  of  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center  located  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  special  also  features  an  interview  with 
Rev.  Laura  Cayton,  who  assists  with  disas¬ 
ter  relief  for  Church  World  Service,  a 
Protestant/Orthodox  cooperative  dealing 
with  disasters  worldwide.  This  group  helps 
to  move  people  out  of  shelters  and  into  liv¬ 
ing  quarters  better  suited  to  their  needs. 
Tom  Costanza  directs  the  Catholic 
Charities  Office  of  Justice  and  Peace  and 
teams  with  social  worker  Linda  Smith  and 
others  to  manage  the  details  of  relief  for 
individual  families. 

In  addition,  the  interfaith  special  high¬ 
lights  the  New  Orleans  suburb  of  Henner, 
where  the  Imam  of  a  local  mosque,  Abdul 
Rahman  Bashir,  and  other  Muslims  distrib¬ 
ute  supplies  provided  by  the  Islamic  Circle 
of  North  America.  At  the  same  time,  the 
program  follows  Father  Ernest  Saik,  who 
has  opened  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  in 


Baton  Rouge  to  house  mothers  needing  to 
be  near  their  premature  babies  being  cared 
for  at  the  Women’s  Hospital  next  door.  The 
hurricanes  affected  a  wide  range  of  voices, 
and  this  special  examines  the  role  faith, 
religion  and  belief  played  in  surviving 
these  tragedies. 

“This  past  year  the  world  has  seen  some 
of  nature’s  fury  with  a  force  not  seen  in 
decades  or  centuries.  A  major  tsunami 
struck  in  Asia,  a  major  earthquake  in 
Pakistan  and  several  major  hurricanes  in 
the  United  States.  Each  event  was  devastat¬ 
ing  and  required  massive  relief  assistance. 
Religious  organizations  are  often  the  first 
to  respond  and  they  have  their  hands  full 
today,”  read  a  press  release  from  the  CBS 
Network. 

John  P.  Blessington  is  the  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  of  the  special;  Ted  Holmes  is  the 
producer.  It  is  being  produced  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  The  United  States  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops,  The  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  and  die  Southern  Baptist 
Broadcast  Communication  Group. 
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Jordan  UMC  promotes  Great  Expectations  Youth  Development  Program 


Young  Baton  Rougeans  enjoy  a  refreshment  break  during  the  Great  Expectations  Youth 
Development  Program  hosted  at  Jordan  United  Methodist  Church. The  program  targets 
youth  ages  12-18  and  teaches  character  and  self-worth. 


Jordan  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  is  hosting  the  Great 
Expectations  Youth  Development  Program, 
sponsored  by  Family  Values  Resource 
Institute,  Inc.  and  Regional  Alliance  for 
Teen  Abstinence  (RAFTA).  Youth  ages 
12-18  may  participate  in  an  after  school 
program  designed  to  change  their  lives  and 
promote  self  worth. 

The  Drama  Academy  encourages  the 
development  of  social  skills  that  change 
negative  behaviors.  Choosing  the  Best  and 
Personal  and  Social  Skills  are  the  chosen 
curricula,  approved  by  the  Departments  of 
Education  and  Social  Services.  Each  week 
students  are  taught  using  five  keys  to  life¬ 
changing  behavior:  Motivational  Learning, 
Relationship  Education  and  Refusal  Skills, 
Parent  Involvement  and  Character 
Education  and  Development. 

The  program  is  free  to  all  and  is  offered 
Monday  through  Thursday  from  3-6:30 
p.m.  and  Saturday  from  1 0  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

A  Pizza  Fiesta,  a  recruitment  activity 
for  the  program,  will  be  held  Dec.  10  from 
12-3  p.m.,  by  invitation  only.  Youth 
must  bring  a  parent  to  this  Pizza  Fiesta  to 
join  Great  Expectations. 

For  more  information,  contact  Barbara 
Thomas,  project  director,  at  324-7013  or 
359-9001. 


The  Northwestern  State 
University 
Wesley  Foundation 
presents 

God’s  Favorite 

a  comedy  by  Neil  Simon, 

College  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church.  Natchitoches 

A  humorous,  modem  day 
interpretation  of  the  story  of  Job. 

Tickets  are  $6  general  admission 
$3  for  children  12  and  under 
Free  for  NSU  students  with  l.D. 

Performances 

Dec.  10  at  7  p.m. 

Dec.  11  at  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

A  free  performance 
Sunday  Morning 

For  tickets,  call  (318)  352-2888. 


Hurley  Contest  Announced 

SFIREVEPORT,  LA — Centenary 
College  of  Louisiana  is  inviting  students 
enrolled  in  grades  9-12  at  any  high  school 
or  arts  institution  in  the  United  States  to 
submit  original  compositions  for  orchestra 
in  the  Hurley  Orchestra  Composition 
Contest. 

The  Hurley  Orchestra  will  perform  the 
first-place  entry  in  concert  on  April  10, 
2006,  in  the  Anderson  Auditorium  of  the 
Hurley  Music  Building.  The  winning  stu¬ 
dent  composer  will  receive  a  recorded 
copy  of  the  live  performance — engineered, 
edited  and  preserved  on  CD — by  the 
Hurley  School  of  Music  Recording  Studio. 

The  submitted  work  should  reflect  a 
fundamental  understanding  of  music  com¬ 
position  techniques,  range  and  abilities  of 
the  various  instruments  written  for,  and  a 
cohesive  effective  approach  to  the  orches¬ 
tration. 

Any  style,  form  and  musical  language 
is  acceptable  within  the  parameters  of 
“Western  Art”  music  (no  quarter-tone  or 
Electro-acoustic  music). 

The  first-place  winner  of  the  contest  has 
the  opportunity  to  earn  a  half-tuition  schol¬ 
arship  as  a  theory/composition  major  at 
Centenary  College.  The  second-place  win¬ 
ner  will  earn  a  one-quarter  tuition  scholar¬ 
ship. 

An  application  form,  a  $10  fee  and  a 
teacher  recommendation  are  due  by  Dec. 

1 ,  with  the  student  composers  having  until 
Feb.  1  to  submit  their  orchestral  scores. 

The  downloadable  application  form  and 
further  details  about  the  contest  are  avail¬ 
able  on  the  Centenary  College  web  site  at 
http://www.centenary.edu/music/contest. 

For  further  information,  contact  Dr. 
Todd  Gabriel,  Hurley  School  of  Music,  at 
318-869-5403. 
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Charitable  Gift 
Annuities 

Provide  Income 
for  Life! 

“Lock  in”  an  attractive 
rate  of  income— fixed  for 
your  lifetime— and  a 
current  income  tax 
deduction! 


For  example:  Using  $25,000  from  a  CD,  Susannah  Wesley,  75, 
establishes  a  7.1%*  charitable  gift  annuity.  She  will  be  paid  $1,775 


a  year  for  the  rest  of  her  life,  much  of  it  tax  free.  She  receives  a 
current  income  tax  deduction  and  the  joy  of  knowing  her  church 
will  receive  her  tithe  after  her  lifetime. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


Learn  how  you  can  share 
your  blessings  with  your  church, 
AND  receive  income  for  life! 

225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317  WWW.umf.org 

*  Determined  by  The  American  Council  on  Gift  Annuities;  rates  are  lower  for  couples. 
Always  consult  your  professional  advisor  before  making  important  financial  decisions. 


Editor’s  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy  this 
special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now!  devoted 
to  telling  the  stories  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Volunteers  in  Mission  -  vol¬ 
unteers  in  action,  who  demonstrate  their 
faith  by  helping  others,  here  at  home  and 
around  the  world. 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  2006 


LAVIM  carries  message  of  hope  to  Subriana,  Honduras 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  testimo¬ 
ny  is  written  by  Larry  Miller,  a  LA  VIM 
volunteer  who  recently  returned  from  a 
mission  to  Subriana,  Honduras. 

When  fellow  choir  member  Tom 
Crouse  asked  if  I  would  like  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  building  mission  to  Subriana, 
Honduras,  I  eagerly  accepted.  We 


arrived  in  San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras  to 
hot  humid  weather  much  like  we  had 
left  in  St.  Francisville.  We  piled  into  a 
van  and  a  dual  cab  truck  for  the  ride  to 
Subriana.  I  have  a  choice,  to  focus  on 
the  litter  and  poverty  of  the  roadside,  or 
the  incredible  green  of  the  low  moun¬ 
tains.  The  mountains  win.  It  is  easy  to 


see  where  the  book  title  “Mountains 
beyond  mountains”  came  from. 

I  came  to  see  a  different  culture,  and 
different  it  is.  Young  children  and  work 
animals  walk  the  edge  of  the  two  lane 
roads.  We  overtake  and  pass  other  vehi¬ 
cles  so  closely  I  am  tempted  to  reach  out 
Subriana ,  page  4 


A  LAVIM  team  which  recently  served  on  a  mission  to  Subriana,  Honduras  worked  on  the  construction  of  a  new  parsonage  for 
the  area  Methodist  church.  Team  members  dug  a  water  line  trench,  poured  concrete,  and  laid  concrete  blocks  for  the  struc¬ 
ture.  A  highlight  of  the  trip  was  a  Bible  school  conducted  by  the  team  members  for  over  1 30  children. 


VIM  Mexico  to  return  the  favor  in  New  Orleans 


When  Willie  Berman,  VIM  coordinator 
for  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Mexico, 
heard  of  the  devastation  caused  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  he  couldn’t 
believe  it. 

“It  is  hard  for  us  in  Mexico  to  under¬ 
stand  the  situation  of  the  United  States  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  areas  damaged  by  the  hurri¬ 
canes.  We  can’t  imagine  that  some  of  the 
people  that  came  to  help  us  are  now  strug¬ 
gling  so  much  and  can  not  get  back  to  their 


'normal'  lifestyles.  Here  in  Mexico,  we 
have  been  thinking  and  praying  about  all  of 
Louisiana,”  said  Berman. 

In  a  show  of  solidarity,  Berman  plans  to 
lead  a  VIM  team  from  Mexico  to  New 
Orleans  in  January  of  2006.  The  team  will 
be  joined  by  a  group  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  McAllen,  Tex.,  coor¬ 
dinated  by  Susan  Heliums.  Two  groups  of 
teams  will  be  serving,  the  first  from  Jan.  3- 
8  and  the  second  from  Jan.  6-11. 


On  the  weekend  of  Jan.  6-9,  LAVIM 
volunteers  are  invited  to  join  Willie  and 
Susan  and  their  teams  as  they  work  in  the 
area  surrounding  El  Mesias  UMC  in 
Kenner.  Teams  must  register  for  all  or  part 
of  the  weekend  with  the  Storm  Recovery 
Center  at  (225)  346-5193. 

The  noon  meal  on  Saturday  will  be 
hosted  by  Ann  Sutton,  chair  of  the  LAVIM 
Advisory  Committee  and  Asbury  UMC, 
See  Mexico  /  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"The  Colors  of  God's  Love" 


Someone  has  observed,  “It’s  gonna’ 
be  a  blue  Christmas!”  I  agree!  And  blue 
comes  in  all  forms  -  sadness  over  what 
once  was  that  now  isn’t,  loss  of  signifi¬ 
cant  persons  in  our  lives  as  well  as  sig¬ 
nificant  relationships,  and  depression 
over  the  all-pervading  question,  “Where 
do  we  go  from  here?”  Blue  also  comes 
in  the  form  of  tarps  that  festoon  the  roofs 
and  walls  of  many  dwellings  and  busi¬ 
nesses  in  southern  Louisiana  and  all 
along  the  Gulf  Coast.  Whoever  devel¬ 
oped  those  beautiful  blue  tarps  should  be 
rolling  in  the  dough  by  now! 

It’s  also  gonna’  be  a  gray  Christmas. 
When  I  drive  through  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  in  other  coastal  regions  that 
have  been  so  devastated  by  these  two 
storms,  Katrina  and  Rita,  I  see  a  sea  of 
gray  all  across  the  landscape.  The  salt 
and  polluted  waters  that  poured  over  the 
vegetation  has  left  a  trail  of  dead  and 
dying  plants  and  trees  that  are  a  dismal 
shade  of  one  of  the  most  neutral  of  all 
our  colors  -  gray.  (Or  is  it  grey?)  The 
dead  vegetation  reminds  us  of  just  how 
lifeless  life  can  be. 

But,  festoon  these  two  colors  -  gray 
and  blue  -  with  a  little  red  and  green  and 
you  have  instant  Christmas!  In  the  most 
devastated  of  areas  I’ve  seen  these  sea¬ 
sonal  signs  of  hope  and  determination, 
that  “Christ  the  Lord  has  come  and  it  is 
time  to  say  ‘Merry  Christmas’  even  if  the 
landscape  is  anything  but  merry.” 

And  in  the  midst  of  blue  and  gray 
come  the  brilliance  of  white  and  gold, 
the  liturgical  colors  of  Christmastide.  In 
fact,  this  morning  at  worship  (all  of 
which  was  done  in  purple,  the  color  of 
Advent),  I  had  a  white  and  gold  moment! 
A  woman  from  New  Orleans  was  visit¬ 
ing  with  me  and  told  me  that  two  differ¬ 
ent  work  teams  from  two  different 
United  Methodist  Churches  had  come  to 
her  home  in  New  Orleans  and  had  “gut¬ 
ted”  out  the  house  and  had  helped  her 
save  what  she  could.  She  was  twinkley 
eyed  as  she  told  the  story  and  her  face 
shone  with  “white  and  gold”  revelation. 
She  said,  “You  know,  I  have  claimed  the 
scripture  ‘in  everything  God  works  for 
good  with  those  who  love  him,  who  are 
called  according  to  his  purpose.’  ” 
(Romans  8:28)  I  said  to  her,  “I  believe 
that!”  And  she  retorted,  “Oh,  so  do  I!”  I 
said,  “I  know.  I  can  tell  by  looking  at 
your  face.”  There  was  no  blue.  There 
was  no  gray.  There  was  only  white  for 
victory  and  gold  for  radiance!  She  not 
only  believes,  she  has  been  touched  by 
the  lives  of  others  who  believe  and  who 
have  translated  that  belief  into  works. 

And  you  know,  when  Christmastide  is 
over,  when  we  put  away  the  green  tree 
and  pack  the  red  ornaments,  and  when 
we  take  down  the  golden  angels  and 
pack  away  the  white  nativity  scene,  we’ll 
enter  into  a  season  of  green.  Epiphany, 
the  celebration  of  the  good  news  of 


Jesus’  birth  being 
shared  with  the 
entire  world,  sym¬ 
bolized  by  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  wise  ones 
from  the  East,  is  rep¬ 
resented  by  green, 
the  color  of  growth. 
And  blue  and  gray 
will  once  again  be 
challenged  as  the 
colors  of  the  day  and 
the  green  of 
Epiphany,  the  good  news  for  all  people, 
will  take  over. 


- 
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Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


All  of  us  have  the  opportunity  to 
spread  a  little  green  -  a  little  good  news 
to  all  the  world  -  through  the  many 
facets  of  mission  and  work  teams.  You 
will  notice  that  this  issue  of  Louisiana 
Now!  is  filled  with  news  from  our 
Volunteers  in  Mission  office.  There  are  a 
multitude  of  needs  throughout  the  world 
that  we  in  Louisiana  are  privileged  to 
service.  It  is  our  opportunity  to  bring  a 
little  green  and  white  and  gold  into  some 
very  blue  and  gray  settings.  Just  as  those 
two  work  teams  came  to  New  Orleans  to 
work  on  one  house  (and  hundreds  of  oth¬ 
ers  have  been  coming  into  our  state  regu¬ 
larly  since  Katrina  and  Rita,  and  will 
continue  to  come  in  the  years  ahead,  giv¬ 
ing  us  new  hope  and  new  life),  so  we  can 
apply  our  belief  and  serve  others  through 
some  of  these  missions.  Wouldn’t  it 
bring  you  great  joy  to  see  the  shining 
face  of  some  recipient(s)  of  God’s  love 
who  had  just  experienced  a  mission  team 
of  which  you  were  a  part? 

In  January  there  will  be  several  bish¬ 
ops  from  throughout  The  United 
Methodist  Church  who  will  be  coming  to 
Louisiana  to  work  in  some  of  our  areas 
of  need.  We  are  having  teams  from 
Mexico  come.  We  have  received  finan¬ 
cial  support  from  children  in  Liberia,  the 
people  of  Cuba,  the  retired  bishop  of 
Russia,  numerous  African  United 
Methodist  Conferences,  and  a  multitude 
of  individuals  and  churches  and 
Conferences  in  the  United  States.  The 
church  has  truly  been  the  church  in  these 
days.  They  have  lighted  our  lives  with  a 
multitude  of  the  colors  of  God’s  love  and 
grace. 

It  may  be  a  blue  Christmas.  It  may  be 
a  gray  Christmas.  But  it  will  be 
Christmas  nonetheless!  Jesus  the  Christ 
has  been  bom.  He  is  alive  in  our  cities 
and  our  churches  and  our  homes  and  our 
hearts.  And  in  his  light  all  becomes  gold 
and  white!  May  we  be  a  part  of  that 
light  as  we  volunteer  our  time,  our 
money,  our  talents  and  ourselves  to  be  a 
colorftil  people  for  our  Lord.  I  am  so 
glad  we  are  not  on  a  colorless  journey! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fait 


Mission  to  South  Africa 


Jeanie  LeBlanc  and  Rick  Stewart,  top  .erect  a  wooden  cross  on  the  construction  site  of 
Balfour  Methodist  Church  in  Balfour,  South  Africa.  LeBlanc  and  Stewart  were  part  of  a 
LAVIM  constructionmission  which  served  in  South  Africa  from  Sept.  22-Oct  3.  Members 
of  the  team  signed  a  prayer  sheet  which  was  secured  with  cement,  above,  under  the 
future  site  of  the  church's  pulpit.  Rev.  Amy  Mercer  and  Karen  Futrell,  both  from 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  served  as  team  leaders. 
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From  the  Director 

NOTES  FROM  THE  JOURNEY 

Much  is  different  for  so  many  of  us  since  you  last  received  this  special  edition 
of  the  LANOW  LAVIM.  Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina  have  wreaked  their  havoc 
on  our  own  and  surrounding  states  and  we  have  all  begun  to  swim  or  dig  from 
beneath  their  trail  of  destruction  and  confusion.  In  another  article  in  this  LANOW 
you  will  read  Willie  Berman’s  (Director,  Mexico  VIM)  greeting  in  which  he 
states.  “We  can’t  imagine  that  some  of  the  people  that  came  to  help  us  one  day, 
now  they  are  struggling  because  they  can  not  get  back  to  their  ‘normal’ 
lifestyle. .  .Here  in  Mexico  we  have  been  thinking  and  praying  about  all  of  you.” 

Nor  could  we  imagine  it  Willie.  But  it  has  come,  and  with  it  the  energetic  and 
generous  response  of  so  many  of  our  LAVIM  family!  Each  day  I  hear  of  the 
experiences  and  plans  of  new  teams  heading  to  the  New  Orleans,  Slidell,  Lake 
Charles  and  the  Abbeville  areas  and  of  the  gratitude  of  those  receiving  your  gifts 
or  work  and  resources.  While  some  of  our  plans  for  international,  conference  and 
stateside  missions  have  changed  or  been  postponed  in  these  days,  you  continue  to 
support  these  efforts  as  you  also  seek  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  here  at  home. 
And,  many  of  our  effected  LAVTM  volunteers  have  received  the  help  of  those 
from  other  parts  of  the  state  with  whom  they  have  served  on  missions  of  the  past. 
Our  LAVIM  family  continues  to  serve  God  by  serving  friends  and  strangers  in 
need  in  so  many  ways.  Willie  and  our  friends  from  the  other  side  of  the  border 
are  joining  the  effort  as  well.  Willie,  Susan  Heliums  (Border  Friendship 
Commission)  and  teams  will  join  us  to  work  in  the  El  Mesias  community  the  first 
week  in  January!  (Please  read  about  this  in  another  article  elsewhere  in  this 
Lousiana  Now!) 

There  may  still  be  some  confusion  regarding  the  scheduling  of  missions. 

The  LAVIM  office  will  continue  to  schedule  International,  National  and  some 
in-Conference  missions.  To  inquire  about  missions  outlined  in  this  paper  or  to 
schedule  new  missions  of  this  type,  call  the  LAVIM  office. 

All  Disaster  Recovery  missions  should  be  scheduled  through  the  new  Storm 
Recovery  Center.  Darryl  Tate  is  Director  and  Connie  Thomas  is  Volunteer 
Coordinator.  These  folk  will  confirm  your  proposed  dates.  There  are  ten  Storm 
Recovery  Stations  throughout  the  state  located  in  the  areas  of  greatest  need.  Your 
r*  team  will  be  assigned  to  one-o_£theseand  from  that  Station  Director  you  will  have 
further  contact  and  rcceive'youf -dCtai  ISd  information  and  be  on  your  way  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  mission. 

There  are  also  two  major  projects  in  the  making,  which  are  to  help  the  storm 
recovery  effort  of  which  LAVIM  has  been  asked  to  take  a  leadership  role.  As 
these  plans  progress  and  access  and  resources  are  acquired  to  enable  their  comple¬ 
tion,  you  will  be  hearing  more  and  be  invited  to  take  part.  Please  watch  each  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Lousiana  Now!  for  more  information.  In  the  meantime,  please  contin¬ 
ue  to  support  the  storm  recovery  effort  in  any  way  you  can  and  take  a  look  at  the 
many  opportunities  for  mission  found  in  this  issue.  God  calls  us  all  to  mission  in 
some  way.  Where  this  day  is  he  calling  you? 


Larry  D.  Norman,  Director  LAVIM 


LAVIM  Director  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman  stops  for  a  photo  with  a  young  Bolivian 
woman  with  her  daughter  on  a  recent  LAVIM  mission  to  Bolivia. 


El  Sendero  Success 
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El  Sendoro  Methodist  Church  in  Reynosa,  Mexico  opened  a  kindergarten  in  August  of 
2005  which  currently  serves  33  students.  A  second  kindergarten  has  been  opened  by 
the  Vida  Nueva  Methodist  Church  in  Colonia  Tamaulipas,  serving  the  needs  of  the  poor 
in  the  area.  Students  at  the  El  Sendoro  school  are  pictured,  above,  during  a  typical 
school  day. 


Seasoned  LAVIM  volunteers  that  have 
traveled  to  Reynosa,  Mexico  may  have 
served  at  or  visited  the  “church  by  the 
dump,”  El  Sendoro  Methodist  Church  in 
Reynosa  as  well  as  the  Vida  Nueva 
Methodist  Church  in  Colonia  Tamaulipas. 
Kindergartens  were  opened  in  August  at 
both  of  the  churches,  and  are  thriving. 
Veronica  Berman,  wife  of  Willie  Berman, 
is  serving  as  principal  of  the  school  at  El 
Sendero  church,  which  now  has  33  stu¬ 
dents. 

“We  are  charging  only  $18  dlls  per 
month  per  child,  while  the  kindergarten  in 
downtown  Reynosa  charges  $80  per  child. 
This  program  offers  a  very  affordable  alter¬ 
native  for  parents,”  said  Berman. 

The  schools  in  Reynosa  and  Colonia 
Tamaulipas  actually  need  close  to  $38  dlls 
per  child  per  month  to  run  properly.  Some 
donations  have  already  been  received,  but 
more  would  help  the  ministry  continue 

“I  hope  some  of  you  will  remember 
these  churches  with  your  gifts  and  pray  for 
these  new  schools  and  the  support  they 
need  to  continue  to  grow,”  said  Willie 
Berman.  “We  praise  God  because  as 
Methodist  people  we  believe  that  education 
is  very  important  to  break  the  cycle  of 


poverty.” 

In  addition  to  educational  expansion, 
medical  ministries  have  been  thriving  in 
Reynosa.  Dr.  Elias  Lara  with  “Betania,”  the 
Methodist  Clinic,  is  trying  to  get  a  sur¬ 
gery  room  up  and  running  to  perform 
“w  alk  in”  operations  by  early  next  year. 

“2005  was  an  excellent  year  for  the 
Mexican  Church  with  all  the  mission  teams 
that  were  scheduled  to  come.  After 
August,  a  lot  of  teams  from  Louisiana  and 
Texas  had  to  cancel.  We  took  those  that 
came  to  help  us  with  hurricane  relief  here 
in  Mexico  to  Carboneras,  a  fishing  village 
located  two  hours  south  of  the  Texas- 
Mexico  border.  Forty  houses  were 
destroyed.  It  was  during  this  time  that  the 
Mexican  Church  realized  we  have  to  be 
involved  in  missions,  not  just  to  receive 
teams  but  to  recruit  our  own  to  help  oth¬ 
ers,”  said  Berman. 

“Thanks  again  to  the  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams.  We  love  you 
and  we  miss  you,  and  we  know  you  will 
come  back,  (maybe  just  because  of  my 
mom’s  cooking  ).  And  maybe  you  will  see 
some  of  us  trying  to  help  you  anyway  we 
can  on  your  areas,  because  we  have  been 
learning  from  you.” 


Mexico,  from  page  1 


Lafayette  volunteers.  Call  Ann  at  (337) 
984-42 1 1 .  to  reserve  meals  for  your  team. 

“1  know  that  the  volunteers  from 
Mexico  will  come  back  with  a  different 
spirit,  mentality  and  desire  about  doing 
mission  work,  and  they  will  understand 
that  is  not  about  the  rich  and  the  poor  or 
the  weak  and  the  strong,  but  it  is  about 
being  obedient  to  God,”  said  Berman. 

As  Border  Area  Mission  Coordinator, 
Heliums  helps  to  coordinate  resources, 
work  with  churches  on  both  sides  of  the 


border,  and  facilitate  ministries  when  needs 
are  identified. 

“It  means  so  much  that  we  share  our 
love  and  our  gifts  with  one  another.  We  are 
one  body,  and  our  brothers  and  sisters  are 
hurting.  The  people  of  Louisiana  have 
come  to  share  their  gifts;  now  it’s  our 
turn,”  said  Heliums. 

Another  international  team,  led  by  Rev. 
Jon  Lord  and  his  wife  Lisa  from  Primrose 
Methodist  Church  in  Johannesburg,  plans 
to  provide  storm  relief  in  2006. 
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Subriana  ,from  page  1 


A  LAVIM  team  to  Subriana,  Honduras  spent  many  rewarding  hours  conducting  a  Bible 
school  for  over  130  area  children,  upper  left.  Team  members,  above,  dug  a  trench  for  a 
water  line  as  part  of  the  efforts  in  helping  to  construct  a  new  parsonage.  The  entire 
team  is  pictured  left,  including  team  member  Larry  Miller.  Miller  wrote  a  personal  reflec¬ 
tion  of  his  experience  in  Honduras  which  is  published  in  the  issue  of  the  Louisiana  Now! 


and  shake  hands.  Somehow  it  all  works 
and  we  arrive  safely  in  the  relative  cool 
and  low  humidity  of  the  highlands. 

Subriana  is  a  small  town  of  modest  con¬ 
crete  block  homes  with  tile  or  metal  roofs. 
The  streets  are  dirt,  but  there  is  municipal 
water  and  electricity.  We  see  little  of  the 
abject  poverty  of  the  large  city. 

Our  host,  Don  Rafel,  welcomes  us  in 
Spanish.  He  is  moved  that  with  all  the  trou¬ 
bles  of  Katrina  we  would  still  come  to  help 
his  church.  Our  task  is  to  assist  in  the 
building  of  the  parsonage  and  to  conduct 
daily  vacation  bible  school. 

The  work  at  the  parsonage  includes  dig¬ 
ging  a  water  line  trench,  tamping  floors  in 
preparation  for  pouring  cement,  mixing 
cement,  and  fitting  electrical  boxes  in  the 
concrete  block  walls.  It  is  manual  labor  and 
we  all  participate  commensurate  with  our 
abilities.  But  the  fun  is  bible  school. 

The  first  day  there  are  60  well-man¬ 
nered  attentive  children,  all  reflecting  their 
Mayan  heritage  in  their  coarse  black 
straight  hair  and  beautiful  brown  skin. 

Even  the  most  shy  will  respond  in  kind  to  a 
smile.  Over  the  course  of  the  week,  the 
numbers  will  grow  to  over  130  children  in 
bible  school  followed  by  playtime  at  the 
park  with  Frisbees,  soccer  balls,  footballs 
and  jump  ropes. 

The  team  visited  a  clinic  with  two  nurs¬ 
es  and  a  Cuban  doctor  to  deliver  medical 
supphes  collected  from  our  local  doctors. 
The  doctor  said  that  government  supplies 
are  inadequate  and  he  depends  on  medical 
missions. We  also  visited  the  K-9  school, 
which  only  serves  60%  of  the  children.  So 


many  of  the  families  cannot  afford  the  mim 
imal  costs  to  attend  school. 

We  visited  a  coffee  co-op  where  we 
watched  the  entire  roasting  and  grinding 
process  and  purchased  65  pounds  of  the 
best  dark  roast  coffee.  Some  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  is  dated  from  late  in  the  19th  century. 

Don  Rafel  also  arranged  a  trip  to  his 
banana  and  coffee  farm  further  up  in  the 
mountains.  It  is  so  beautiful,  such  a  lush 
green.  He  harvested  two  bunches  of 
bananas  with  his  machete.  Despite  a  home 
in  Subriana  and  his  farm,  Don  Rafel  has  no 
vehicle.  This  seems  so  strange  by  our  stan¬ 
dards. 

Most  nights  we  attended  church  servic¬ 
es  with  the  local  congregation.  Theirs  is  a 
more  spirited  service  with  much  clapping 
to  hymns  and  a  lyrical  chant  to  their 
prayers.  It  is  easy  to  become  part  of  the 
service,  as  we  are  all  fellow  followers  of 
Jesus  and  that  is  all  that  seems  to  matter. 

1,  like  many  of  you  reading  this,  have  at 
some  time  been  part  of  a  group  of  people 
that  is  taken  away  from  our  local  environ¬ 
ment  and  experienced  coalescing  and 
becoming  a  real  unit.  This  trip  was  that  and 
so  much  more.  We  were  not  tourists.  We 
were  part  of  another  culture,  accepted  as 
part  of  their  community.  We  slept,  ate 
(mostly),  worked  and  worshiped  as  they 
did.  They  entrusted  us  with  their  children. 

It  is  late  in  my  life  to  have  a  defining 
event,  to  become  a  zealot,  but  I  have  to 
encourage  you.  If  you  have  the  financial 
resources,  you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  have 
this  experience.  A  whole  new  world 
opened  for  me. 


Break  time  in  Honduras 

Allen  Tuten,  veteran  LAVIM  volunteer,  takes  a  break  from  his  labors  during  the 
October  mission  to  Subriana,  Honduras.  The  pig,  of  Honduran  descent,  obviously 
agreed  that  an  afternoon  nap  was  "just  the  ticket. "Tuten  has  served  as  a  LAVIM 
team  leader  for  multiple  missions  to  Alaska,  Venezuela  and  Mount  Sequoyah.  He 
is  leading  teams  to  Alaska  and  the  Marshall  Islands  in  2006.  Tuten  was  a  member 
of  the  team  led  by  Tom  Crouse  on  this  recent  mission  to  Honduras. 
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2006  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

July  15-22 

Abaco/ 

Bahamian  Habitat 

Ramonalynn  Bethley 

Construction 

Cambodia 

Julyl3-25 

Phnom  Penh 

Doug  Milliron 

ESL/Church  Dedication 

Cuba 

November 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Honduras 

July  15-24 

Subriana 

Tom  Crouse 

Construction/VBS 

Medical 

India 

February  17-N[ar.  4 

Bareilly,  Clara 
Swain  Hospital 

Larry  Norman 

Medical 

Marshall  Islands 

July 

Majuro  and 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

Namdrik  atolls 

Comm  Ser,  Children's  Min 

Russia 

June  13-24 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

Construction 

South  Africa 

June  8-July  1 

Emmaus  Church 

Angela  Bulhof 

Construction/Aids  Project 

Camp 

Tonaa 

June/ July 

TBA 

Clay  McConnell 

Construction 

West  Africa 

Dec.  27-January  3 

Senegal 

Jackie  Campbell/ 

Darlene  Brown 

General  Ministries/Youth 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Alaska 

May  27- June  3 

Haines 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

Arizona 

May  20-27 

Navajo  Nation 

Sarah  Wiliams  Shoup 

Construction/Repair 

Arkansas 

April  2-7 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Tim  Lawson 

Repair/Landscape 

Kentucky 

April  1-8,  2006 

Red  Bird  Mission 

TBA 

Construction/Repair 

Louisiana 

March  28-30 

Sager  Brown/ 
Baldwin 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

Packing/Repair 

September  20-23 

Dulac  Community 

Rachel  Scott 

Construction/Repair 

Center 

October  4-7 

Dulac  Community 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Repair 

Center 

Order  of  Elders  Mission 

New  Mexico 

July  15-22 

Casa  Esperanza 

Bill  A  Betty  Rowell 

Construction/Repair 

August  12-19 

Casa  Esperanza 

Julie  Pitard 

Construction/Repair 

Ohio 

August  20-27 

Triple  S  Camp 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repair 

Columbus,  OH 

2006  MEXICO  MINI- 

MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA,  CARBONERAS, 
MATAMOROS,  NUEVO  PROGRE¬ 
SO,  VALLE  HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  26-29 

Pam  Perry 

February  2-5 

Jerry  Hilbun 

February  9-12 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

February  16-19 

Nancy  Wofford 

March  2-5 

Tom  Dungan 

March  16-19 

Mike  Brandao 

March  30- April  2  Dottie  and 

Darwin  Logerot 

April  20-23 

Gloria  Robinson 

May  4-7  First  UMC,  New  Iberia 

May  18-21 

Daniel  Smith 

June  1-4 

Pat  Rice 

June  22-25 

LeeAnn  Causey 
Steven  Boyd 

a  %Oi-  -  6t‘li 

July  20-23 

Ralph  Ford 

July  27-30 

Becky  Eschete 
Sarah  Timberlake 

August  3-6 

TBA 

August  17-20 

TBA 

September  7-10 

Tom  Dungan 

September  21-24  John  Sauls 

October  5-8 

Darlene  Guillot 

November  2-5 

Lisa  Todd 

November  16-19 

Asbury  UMC  - 
Lafayette 

Nov.  30-Dec.  3 

Jim  Maker 

December  14-17 

Broadmoor 

UMC,  Shreveport 

Mexico  Mini-Medical/Construction 
fees  are  $285.00  per  person  plus 
airfare.  The  fee  includes  lodging, 
meals,  local  transportation,  adminis¬ 
tration  fees,  and  insurance. 

Airfares  vary  according  to  group 
size,  date  and  departure  city.  Air 
reservations  must  be  made  at  least 

60  days  in  advance  of  departure. 

Call  the  LAVIM  office  for  due  dates 
on  reservations  and  deposit  of 
$185.00  per  person. 
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Evacuees  find  touch  of  home 


Candie  Blanchard,  a  native  of  New 
Orleans  and  a  resident  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  found  herself  offering  assis¬ 
tance  to  a  large  group  of  displaced 
Louisianans  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Blanchard,  who  works  as  a  direct 
services  provider  for  a  community  serv¬ 
ice  organization  called  Together,  Inc.,  has 
spent  the  last  several  months  help  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  from  New  Orleans  obtain 
birth  certificates,  photo  IDs  and  emer¬ 
gency  prescriptions.  Together,  Inc.  is  an 
inner-city  ministry  with  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission. 

“We  got  bombarded  with  requests  for 
furniture.  Fortunately,  we  were  able  to 
obtain  a  warehouse  where  furniture  dona¬ 
tions  were  received  and  distributed  back 
out  to  displaced  people,”  said  Blanchard. 

Although  a  number  of  the  families  are 
beginning  to  move  back  to  Louisiana, 
hundreds  are  staying  in  the  area  through 
the  coming  months.  “The  weather  here  is 
going  to  be  quite  an  adjustment  for 
everyone,  with  snow  and  temperatures  in 
the  teens.  We’ve  been  distributing  quite  a 
few  heavy  winter  coats  out  of  our  clothes 
closet,”  said  LeBlanc. 

The  good  news  is  that  many  commu¬ 
nity  agencies  and  churches  are  working 
with  the  families,  helping  them  to  find 
employment  and  temporary  housing. 

Hurricane  Katrina  was  personally  dif¬ 
ficult  for  Blanchard,  who  had  a  number 
of  relatives  who  were  still  living  in  New 
Orleans.  “My  aunt  has  a  house  in 


Lakeview,  and  is  currently  living  on  the 
second  floor  while  the  bottom  floor  is 
being  fixed.  I  have  another  98-year-old 
aunt  in  the  city,  and  lots  of  cousins. 
Because  of  phone  problems,  it  took  a 
while  to  find  out  if  everyone  was 
alright,”  she  said. 

Like  so  many  others,  Blanchard’s 
story  is  inspiring  because  she  put  aside 
her  concerns  for  her  own  family  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  serve  evacuees  to  Omaha. 

Blanchard's  husband  plays  the  accor¬ 
dion  in  a  Cajun  band  called  the  “Prairie 
Gators.”  “They  have  the  only  Cajun  band 
in  Omaha.  The  songs  are  primarily  sung 
in  Cajun  French,  and  my  husband’s 
accordion  is  an  authentic  instrument  from 
Louisiana.” 

Blanchard  has  befriended  a  professor 
from  Tulane,  as  well  as  two  of  his  stu¬ 
dents,  who  evacuated  to  Omaha.  “The 
professor  wound  up  doing  research  at  the 
University  of  Nebraska  while  he  was 
here.  Fortunately,  he  and  the  students  are 
heading  back  to  Tulane  this  week.” 

Prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina,  the 
Blanchards  had  contemplated  moving  to 
New  Orleans.  “We  love  the  city  so  much. 
Ironically,  New  Orleans  came  to  me.  It 
felt  great  to  help  the  evacuees,  kind  of 
like  helping  family.  I  felt  I  had  a  special 
understanding  of  their  needs,”  said 
Candie. 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  who  visited 
Together,  Inc.  during  the  post  Katrina 
efforts,  is  examining  the  possibility  of 
projects  for  future  LAVIM  missions  to 
Omaha. 


Fayetteville,  Arkansas 


m 

mum 

tvv 


es  are  $245  per  person,  double  occupancy.  The  fee  includes 
ials,  lodging,  insurance,  administration  and  $100  materials  fee  gift 
Mount  Sequoyah.  Travel  is  not  included.  Volunteers  may  travel  on 
air  own  or  form  caravans  to  Fayetteville.  Tim  Lawson  and  Larry 
irman  will  serve  as  team  leaders.  Call  LAVIM  for  details, 
and  brochures. 


Candie  Blanchard,  center,  of  Together,  Inc.  in  Omaha,  Nebraska  poses  with  displaced 
New  Orleaneans  at  a  dinner  in  her  home.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Huiying  Zhang, 
Anthony  Lamana,  Jeremy  Martin,  and  standing,  Huaje  Liu  and  Steven  Kunasek. 
Blanchard,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  offered  aid  to  evacuees  through  Together,  Inc. 


Parties  interested  in  sending  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  to  hurricane  affected 
areas  should  contact  the  Storm  Center  at  (225)  346-5193  or  the  website  www.la- 
umcstormrelief.com.  Teams  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  the  following  stations: 

Louisiana  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Stations 

Slidell  (985)  781-7990  office;  (985)  645-9074  fax; 
umcorslidell@bellsouth.net 

Aldersgate  UMC  360  Roberts  Blvd.,  Slidell,  LA  70458 
Jim  Bailey,  Director  337-319-0604 

Pat  McQueen,  Admin.  Asst. 

Westbank 

(504)  433-5001  olfrice;  (504)  433-5004  fax; 

westbankstation@bellsouth.net 

Aurora  UMC  3300  Eton  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  7013 1 

Jake  McGlothin,  Director  337-319-0546 

Kathy  Powers,  Admin.  Asst.  337-3 1 9-0408 

Lake  Charles 

(337)  480-9911  office;  (337)  480-9944; 
lakecharlesstation@bellsouth.net 

University  UMC  501  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
Brandi  Russell,  Director  337-319-0928 

Candyce  Smythe,  Adm.  Asst. 

Abbeville 

(337)  898-1022  office;  (337)  898-1140  fax; 

abbevillestation@bellsouthl.net 

Abbeville  UMC  213  N.  State  St.,  Abbeville,  LA  70510 

Rebecca  Rutherford  Director  337-3 1 9-0855 

Girrny  Alexander,  Admin.  Asst.  337-319-01 12 

Eastbank 

(504)  888-7747  office;  (504)  888-7754  fax; 

eastbankstation@bellsouth.net 

St.  Matthew's  UMC  6017  Camphor  St.,  Metairie,  LA  70003 
Darrell  Guillory,  Director  337-303-0113 

Leslie  Williams,  Admin.  Asst. 

Uptown 

(504)  899-6551  office;  (504)  899-6539,  fax; 

uptownstation@bellsouth.net 

First  Street  UMC  2309  Dryades  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  701 13 
Shaun  Darnell,  Admin.  Asst. 
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A  LAVIM  mission  to  Barilly,  India  will  focus  on  assisting  the  efforts  of  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital.  The  mission  is  slated  for  Feb  1 7- 
March  4,  2006.  The  team  will  include  members  from  six  states. 


LAVIM  to  serve  at  Hospital  in  India 


Louisiana  volunteers  have  an  exciting 
and  unique  opportunity  to  serve  with  a 
medical  mission  to  Bareilly,  India  and 
the  Clara  Swain  Hospital,  slated  for  Feb. 

1 7-March  4,  2006.  The  group,  currently 
numbering  19,  anticipates  working  in  the 
hospital  and  in  rural  clinics. 

For  more  than  100  years,  the  Clara 
Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly  has  served  the 
needs  of  medically  disenfranchised 
Christians,  Hindus  and  Muslims  of  the 
area.  The  hospital’s  bum  unit  is  seldom 
empty.  The  prevalence  of  tuberculosis, 
diabetes,  malaria  and,  now,  HIV/AIDS 
among  the  impoverished  urban  and  rural 
population  of  India  defines  a  continuing 
need  for  more  and  better  services  at 
Clara  Swain  Hospital. 

The  LAVIM  team  to  India  has  mem¬ 
bers  from  a  number  of  different  states, 
including  Texas,  Pennsylvania, 

Oklahoma,  Maryland  and  New  York. 

Drs.  Sylvia  and  Marvin  Reimer,  veter¬ 
an  VIM  team  members  from  upstate  New 
York,  will  serve  as  part  of  the  mission 
team  from  Louisiana  in  February.  The 
pair  are  uniquely  suited  to  serve  on  a 
medical  team  as  Sylvia  is  an  obstetrician 
and  Marvin  is  a  pediatrician.  Both  are 
active  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Watertown,  New 
York. 

The  couple  was  invited  to  serve  on  the 
mission  by  team  leader  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  who  first  met  the  Reimers  on  a 
LAVIM  mission  to  Bolivia. 

“My  husband  and  I  served  as  GBGM 
missionaries  in  a  hospital  in  Zimbabwe 
for  three  years.  I  am  still  commissioned 
as  a  missionary  for  GBGM.  My  primary 
role  is  to  keep  missionaries  in  good 


health,  which  is  largely  handled  through 
lots  of  emails  and  telephone  calls,”  said 
Sylvia.  She  is  currently  working  with  a 
missionary  in  Zimbabwe  who  is  ill  in 
Zimbabwe,  making  arrangementgs  to  fly 
him  to  South  Africa  for  medical  treat¬ 
ment. 

“We  love  working  through  Volunteers 
in  Mission.  It  is  a  way  to  give  back,  to 
try  to  say  thank  you  for  all  we’ve  been 
given,”  she  added. 

Rev.  Ray  Lanham  and  his  wife  Rose 
Lanham  from  Garland,  Tex.  will  also  be 
joining  the  LAVIM  team  to  India.  This 
will  be  a  special  trip  for  Rev.  Lanham, 
who  was  bom  in  India  and  lived  there 
until  the  age  of  10. 

“Ray’s  parents  were  missionaries  to 
India.  After  he  attended  seminary,  Ray 
returned  to  Madya  Pradesh,  India  to 
serve.  He  also  served  as  a  missionary  to 
the  Philippines,”  said  Rose. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Ray  is  first 
cousin  to  Lillian  Wallace,  the  original 
missionary  that  helped  to  establish  the 
Clara  Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly,  India. 
“There  is  a  strong  attachment  for  Ray  to 
the  area.” 

The  mission  in  February  will  serve  as 
Rose’s  second  visit  to  India.  “Back  in 
1990,  Ray  did  a  grief  seminar  in  Punjab. 

I  was  fascinated  by  the  culture.  You  can 
walk  down  the  streets  of  city  and  see 
oxen  pulling  carts,  camels,  and  perhaps  a 
snake  charmer  along  with  all  the  busi¬ 
nessmen  in  their  suits,”  she  said. 

“The  thing  that  I  discovered  is  that  the 
people  are  very  family  oriented.  Children 
are  involved  in  everything  that  their  par¬ 
ents  do.  And  I  really  love  the  food,” 

Rose  added. 


The  Lanhams  are  looking  forward  to 
the  mission.  It  is  likely  that  Ray  will 
serve  largely  as  an  interpreter,  while  Rose 
hopes  to  help  out  “any  way  that  I  can.” 

In  addition  to  the  Lanhams,  the  team 
to  India  has  another  married  missionary 
team,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch. 
Carlos  and  Saroijini  were  once  assigned 
to  Clara  Swain  Hosptial  during  their 
term  as  missionaries. 

Another  interesting  fact  about  the 
team  is  that  three  membersare  in  their 
late  70's,  including  Doyle  Coffelt,  Rev. 
Tom  Crosby  and  Helen  Hummell.  All 
three  are  an  inspiration  to  the  team. 


Correction 

St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Metaire 
is  offering  worship  services 
at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday 
mornings 

St.  Mark’s  UMC  was 
incorrectly  listed  as  “closed” 
in  the  last  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Now! 

We  apologize  for  any 
inconvenience  this  may  have 
caused  to  our  readers  and 
church  members. 


Workers  become  evacuees 

Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  created 
many  stories  filled  with  examples  of  peo¬ 
ple  reaching  out  to  one  another  in  compas¬ 
sion. 

One  such  story  involves  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell,  which  was 
severely  flooded  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 
The  church,  pastored  by  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun, 
was  quick  to  respond  to  its  plight  by  hiring 
workers  from  Port  Neches,  Tex.  to  begin 
the  all  important  clean  out  process. 

“The  group  was  originally  hired  to  gut 
out  the  local  Walgreens,  but  when  they 
arrived,  the  business  was  not  ready  for 
them.  When  we  were  introduced  to  them, 
we  hired  them  immediately,”  said  Hilbun, 
adding  that  the  team  from  Texas  was  on 
the  job  the  Friday  after  Hurricane  Katrina 
struck  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  men,  who  were  mostly  Hispanic 
and  in  their  early  20’s,  worked  in  adverse 
conditions.  “They  slept  in  tents  for  several 
days  until  we  could  clean  out  one  of  the 
church  buildings.  Of  course,  there  was  no 
air  conditioning  once  we  got  them  into  that 
building.  It  basically  provided  a  place  to 
stay  out  of  the  weather,”  said  Flilbun. 

When  members  of  First  UMC  realized 
that  the  men  were  eating  mainly  MREs, 
they  quickly  rallied  to  arrange  potluck 
meals  for  the  group.  “We  made  sure  we 
were  with  them  at  meal  times  to  provide 
hospitality  and  fellowship.  We  often  had 
impromptu  prayer  circles,  largely  at  their 
request,”  said  Hilbun. 

The  young  men  worked  quickly  to  pull 
out  water  damaged  material  like  sheet  rock 
and  carpet.  Their  hard  work  helped  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  damage  from  mold  and 
mildew.  One  afternoon,  associated  pastor 
Rev.  Patti  Hewitt  stumbled  upon  a  group 
of  the  men  assembled  in  the  church  sanctu¬ 
ary.  They  were  tearful  and  appeared  fright¬ 
ened.  The  group  had  heard  about  the  terri¬ 
ble  storm  named  Rita  that  was  headed  in 
the  direction  of  their  home  town,  which  is 
located  just  north  of  Galveston,  Tex. 

Hewitt  and  Hilbun  prayed  with  the  group, 
and  began  to  do  everything  they  could  to 
keep  the  group  in  touch  with  loved  ones. 

“Here  they  were,  helping  us  recover 
from  one  storm  while  another  one  threat¬ 
ened  their  homes  and  families.  It  was  so 
ironic,”  said  Hilbun. 

Since  many  phone  lines  were  still  down 
in  Slidell,  cell  phones  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  few  ways  for  the  men  to  keep  in  touch 
with  wives,  children  and  girlfriends. 

“Without  electricity,  we  had  to  recharge 
cell  phones  in  trucks  and  cars.  We  were 
able  to  access  some  Internet,  and  kept  con¬ 
nected  that  way,”  the  pastor  added. 

Many  of  the  workers  suffered  damage 
to  their  own  homes  in  Port  Neches,  and 
their  home  office  was  severely  affected. 

First  UMC  has  maintained  communica¬ 
tions  with  some  of  the  men,  who  “became 
like  family”  during  the  period  they  came  to 
offer  vital  aid  to  the  church.  “They  were  a 
God-send,”  said  Hilbun. 

First  UMC  in  Slidell  is  slowly  but  sure¬ 
ly  coming  back  from  the  ravages  of 
Katrina.  The  sanctuary,  which  is  complete¬ 
ly  cleaned  down  to  concrete  floors  and 
bare  studs,  hopes  to  host  its  first  worship 
service  on  Christmas  Eve. 
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Sharing  Our  Blessings 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


Doyle  Coffelt  -  LAVIM  Volunteer 


Doyle  Coffelt,  a  veteran  LAVIM  volun¬ 
teer,  was  scheduled  to  serve  as  a  team 
member  on  a  mission  to  Honduras  from 
Sept.  2-11. 

On  Aug.  29,  Hurricane  Katrina 
slammed  into  the  Louisiana  coast,  affect¬ 
ing  New  Orleans  and  surrounding  areas. 
Coffelt  is  a  resident  of  Harvey,  which  is 
just  outside  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

“I  left  the  area  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
storm  hit,  and  headed  to  my  son’s  house  in 
Youngsville,  which  is  right  outside  of 
Lafayette.  I  had  already  packed  my  bags 
for  Honduras,  just  in  case,”  said  Coffelt. 

“To  be  honest,  I  really  didn’t  think  my 
house  would  be  affected.  I  thought  that  the 
West  Bank  would  fare  well.  Little  did  I 
know  I  would  wind  up  with  six  inches  of 
water  in  my  house,”  said  Coffelt,  who  was 
told  the  flooding  occurred  after  pump 
operators  were  part  of  the  mandatory  evac¬ 
uation. 

Immediately  following  the  flood,  resi¬ 
dents  were  not  being  allowed  back  into  the 
affected  areas.  “I  decided  I  might  as  well 
go  on  to  Honduras.  At  least  I  could  be  of 
help  to  someone  there,”  Coffelt  said.  The 
team  worked  on  the  construction  of  a  two 
story  parsonage,  dug  a  ditch  for  a  water 
line,  and  poured  slabs. 

“The  people  in  Honduras  knew  about 
what  had  happened  in  New  Orleans.  They 
wished  me  good  luck,”  he  added. 

When  Coffelt  returned,  his  family  and 
Volunteers  in  Mission  friends  quickly  set 
about  making  necessary  repairs  to  his 
Harvey  home.  “We  knocked  out  four  feet 
of  sheet  rock.  The  last  of  the  baseboards 
have  gone  back  down  this  week.” 

Coffelt  is  just  one  of  several  LAVIM 
volunteers  whose  home  or  famiy  were 
affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
who  have  continued  with  plans  to  serve  on 
LAVIM  teams. 

This  active  retiree,  who  also  serves  as 
chair  of  trustees  for  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church,  plans  to  serve  as  a 
LAVIM  team  member  on  the  mission  to 
Bareily,  India  in  February.  “I’m  really  sold 
on  the  Volunteers  in  Mission  program.  So 
far,  I’ve  been  on  eight  trips,  including  one 
to  Venezuela  and  Zimbabwe.  I’m  retired, 
and  this  is  a  great  way  to  spend  my  free 
time.  I  really  enjoy  it.” 

Coffelt  plans  to  continue  with  his  inter¬ 
national  trips,  but  intends  to  make  quite  a 
few  to  storm  ravaged  area  in  Louisiana. 
“There  is  so  much  to  be  done  in  our  own 
back  yard.  We  all  have  a  great  opportunity 
here  to  help  out  our  neighbors.” 


Doyle  Coffelt,  a  LAVIM  volunteer  from  Harvey,  La.,  served  on  a 
mission  team  to  Honduras  from  Sept.  2-11,  despite  the  fact 
that  his  own  home  sustained  six  inches  of  water  dute  to 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Coffelt  is  pictured  on  the  Honduran  mission 
at  work  and  during  break  time  with  his  fellow  team  members. 


Always  consult  your  professional  advisor  before  making  important  financial  decisions. 


The  $10,000  Sam  Wesley  in 
vested  in  a  favorite  stock 
years  ago  is  now  worth 
$100,000,  but  only  pays  him 
$2,000  each  year  in  dividends 
or  a  2%  yield.  By  transferring 
the  stock  to  a  charitable  remain¬ 
der  trust  benefiting  his  church,  and 
choosing  a  6%  yield,  he: 


■  Triples  his  annual  income  from  $2,000  to  $6,000 

■  Bypasses  gains  on  $90,000 

■  Enjoys  a  charitable  income  tax  deduction,  and 

■  Leaves  a  legacy  at  his  United  Methodist  Church. 


Learn  how  you  can  provide  income  for  yourself, 
your  children  and  your  church. 

(225)346-1535  or  (800)256-9317 

www.umf.org 


